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SERVICE OF 
THANKSGIVING AND PRAISE
Upon Returning to Corporate Worship Following Pandemic

His Mercies Are New Every Morning





Service Notes

This Creative Worship service formatted for use in Lutheran Service Builder may also be found on cph.org.

Image: I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord!”
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AS WE GATHER

In recent months, maybe you have become accustomed to new things every morning. New news of COVID-19 cases. New shelter-in-place guidelines. New easing of restrictions. In the midst of pandemic, there has also been something else that is new every morning: The love and mercy of the Lord! In good times and in bad, in sickness and in health, God’s Word remains sure, “The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; His mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is Your faithfulness” (Lamentations 3:22–23). For the sake of our Savior, Jesus Christ, each morning means the assurance of great and wonderful new things. New love. New mercy. New life. New reason to give the Lord thanks and praise!


 PREPARATION 


WELCOME

Pastor:	We join today in a service of thanksgiving and praise to God as we return to corporate worship in the Lord’s House following a time of pandemic. We rejoice that we are able to gather together in person to receive God’s good gifts and lift our voices in prayer and praise. Today, we “enter His gates with thanksgiving, and His courts with praise!” (Psalm 100:4). It is appropriate that we begin our time of worship in prayer, thanking God for His blessing and care.


PRAYER

Pastor:	Let us pray.

Lord Jesus, we come to You today to give thanks for all Your blessings and for Your care. We know that we have deserved none of Your gifts, for we are sinners who never stop sinning. Day by day we have burdened You with our selfishness, our disregard for Your Law, and our callous attitude concerning Your cross, which was borne for us. Yet, in spite of what we are, You have blessed us with forgiveness, life, and salvation. You grant us gifts of Word and Sacrament, wherein we can find our sins exposed but also the great grace that covers them all.

Beyond these greatest of gifts, You have blessed us with our life, in which the Holy Spirit worked faith. In this earthly life, we have received Your gifts of sustenance, of house and home, of family and friends, and of fellow worshipers of Your name. You have provided job and resources, health and healing, and the wherewithal to live and move and have our being. You have given us life here and life beyond. The magnitude of Your grace and mercy is beyond comprehension. We live in awe of You! Accept our humble thanks this day for Your blessings and care. In Your name, we pray.
People:	Amen.


HYMN		“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”	[LSB 790; LW 444; TLH 39; CW 234]

[OR]

“From All That Dwell Below the Skies”	[LSB 816; LW 440; TLH 15; CW 250]


OPENING SENTENCES	Psalm 136:1–4, 26

Pastor:		Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good,
People:	for His steadfast love endures forever.
Pastor:		Give thanks to the God of gods,
People:	for His steadfast love endures forever.
Pastor:		Give thanks to the Lord of lords,
People:	for His steadfast love endures forever;
Pastor:		to Him who alone does great wonders,
People:	for His steadfast love endures forever;
Pastor:		Give thanks to the God of heaven,
People:	for His steadfast love endures forever. Alleluia!


INVOCATION

Pastor:		In the name of the Father and of the X Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People:	Amen.


CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION	Philippians 4:4

Pastor:		If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
People:	But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Pastor:	Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
People:	Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Pastor:	Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the X Son and of the Holy Spirit.
People:	Amen.


HYMN OF PRAISE		(p. ___ in hymnal)

[OR]

“We Praise You and Acknowledge You, O God”		[LSB 941]


SALUTATION

Pastor:		The Lord be with you.
People:	And also with you.


PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pastor:	Let us pray.

Heavenly Father, God of all grace, govern our hearts that we may never forget Your blessings,
People:	but steadfastly thank and praise You for all Your goodness in this life until, with all Your saints, we praise You eternally in Your heavenly kingdom,
Pastor:	through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People:	Amen.


 WORD 


OLD TESTAMENT READING	Lamentations 3:19–27	(God’s love never ceases.)

Lector:		This is the Word of the Lord.
People:	Thanks be to God.


PSALM

Pastor:		God is our refuge and strength,
People:	a very present help in trouble. Psalm 46:1

Pastor:		The Lord is my shepherd; 
People:	I shall not want. Psalm 23:1

Pastor:		The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? 
People:	The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? Psalm 27:1

Pastor:		You will not fear the terror of the night,
People:	nor the arrow that flies by day,
Pastor:		nor the pestilence that stalks in darkness,
People:	nor the destruction that wastes at noonday. Psalm 91:5–6

Pastor:		I lift up my eyes to the hills.
People:	From where does my help come?
Pastor:		My help comes from the Lord,
People:	who made heaven and earth. Psalm 121:1–2

Pastor:		You make known to me the path of life;
People:	in Your presence there is fullness of joy. Psalm 16:11a

Pastor:		God is our refuge and strength,
People:	a very present help in trouble. Psalm 46:1

People:	Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

[OR]		Psalm 122; antiphon: v. 1


EPISTLE	Philippians 4:4–9	(Rejoice always.)

Lector:		This is the Word of the Lord.
People:	Thanks be to God.

[OR]

Lector:		Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 
People:	Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. 

Lector:	The Lord is at hand; do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.
People:	And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Lector:	Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, 
People:	think about these things. 

Lector:	What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me—practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you.

Lector:		This is the Word of the Lord.
People:	Thanks be to God.


HYMN		“Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”	[St. 1: LSB 803]


HOLY GOSPEL	Matthew 28:16–20	(God will always be with us.)

Pastor:		The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-eighth chapter.
People:	Glory to You, O Lord.

(The Gospel is read.)

Pastor:		This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People:	Praise to You, O Christ.

[OR]

Pastor:		The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-eighth chapter.
People:	Glory to You, O Lord.

Pastor:	Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. And when they saw Him they worshiped Him, but some doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold,
People:	I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

Pastor:		This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People:	Praise to You, O Christ.


HYMN OF THE DAY	“How Great Thou Art”		[LSB 801; LW 519; CW 256]

[OR]

“Now Thank We All Our God”	[LSB 895; LW 443; TLH 36; CW 610]

[OR]

“Gathered in Your Name Together”	[Tune: bachofen (LSB 594)]

Gathered in Your name together,
We proclaim Your mercies true.
Plague nor war nor fiercest weather
Could keep us apart from You.
Though the foe would leave us broken,
For our lives our Lord has spoken!
We have nothing left to fear,
For our God is always near!

Though this world is lost and weary,
Though there comes a time to mourn,
Though our eyes with cries are bleary,
Christ arose that Easter morn!
Thus we sing with endless praises,
Thus the vict’ry banner blazes,
Thus we smile despite each tear,
For our God is always near!

Gathered now in celebration,
We sing out in strongest voice—
Christ has won for all salvation;
We will evermore rejoice!
Through creation’s dim reflection,
We anticipate perfection
When the trumpet heralds clear—
For our God is always near!

Text: Lisa M. Clark. Copyright © 2020 Concordia Publishing House. 
All rights reserved. Used by permission.


SERMON


CREED	Nicene Creed

People:	I believe in one God,
		   the Father Almighty,
		   maker of heaven and earth
		      and of all things visible and invisible.

		And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
		   the only-begotten Son of God,
		   begotten of His Father before all worlds,
		   God of God, Light of Light,
		   very God of very God,
		   begotten, not made,
		   being of one substance with the Father,
		   by whom all things were made;
		   who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
		   and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
		   and was made man;
		   and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
		   He suffered and was buried.
		   And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
		      and ascended into heaven
		   and sits at the right hand of the Father.
		   And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
		   whose kingdom will have no end.

		And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
		   the Lord and giver of life,
		   who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
		   who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
		   who spoke by the prophets.
		   And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
		   I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
		   and I look for the resurrection of the dead
		   and the life  of the world to come. Amen.


PRAYER OF THE CHURCH	Lamentations 3:22; LSB 809 refrain

Pastor:	We come before our Lord in prayer, speaking and singing of God’s faithfulness and new mercies.

Great is Thy faithfulness, O God, our Father. In the midst of suffering and pandemic, we also see Your divine discipline even as a father disciplines his children. Grant to us true repentance, that changed in heart and mind, we turn away from our sin, and instead look to our Savior.

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; His mercies never come to an end!

People:	Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided;
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

Pastor:	Great is Thy faithfulness, O God, our Father. We thank You for the dedication of medical professionals, first responders, and others serving in essential vocations during this time of pandemic. Help each of us to demonstrate love and mercy for our neighbor not only in times of trouble, but in all circumstances. 

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; His mercies never come to an end!

People:	Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided;
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

Pastor:	Great is Thy faithfulness, O God, our Father. You have made and created us, O Lord, and You are also the one who gives healing and strength. According to Your holy will, bless with recovery those infected with the Coronavirus and all other forms of illness. [We especially pray for . . .]. Provide for those who are affected by loss of job or income, that You might work through us to meet their need and provide daily bread.

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; His mercies never come to an end!

People:	Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided;
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

Pastor:	Great is Thy faithfulness, O God, our Father. As we suffer in this fallen world, we long for the new creation and restoration that You promise when Your Son returns in glory. Give us vigilant hearts that look for the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting, that we might be prepared for Christ’s return and lead others to be ready through our witness to Jesus.

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; His mercies never come to an end!

People:	Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided;
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

Pastor:	Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your great faithfulness and mercy.
People: 	Amen.


OFFERING


OFFERTORY	(p. ___ in hymnal)

[OR]

“Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart”	[LSB 806]


 SACRAMENT 


PREFACE

Pastor:		The Lord be with you. 							      2 Timothy 4:22
People:	And also with you.

Pastor:		Lift up your hearts. 							     [Colossians 3:1]
People:	We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor:		Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 					          [Psalm 136]
People:	It is right to give Him thanks and praise.


PROPER PREFACE

Pastor:	It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, out of love for His fallen creation, humbled Himself by taking on the form of a servant, becoming obedient unto death, even death upon a cross. Risen from the dead, He has freed us from eternal death and given us life everlasting. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:


SANCTUS	(p. ___ in hymnal)


PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Pastor:	Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People:	Amen.


THE WORDS OF OUR LORD	      Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25

Pastor:	Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”


PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST

Pastor:	As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.									1 Corinthians 11:26
People:	Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 						   Revelation 22:20

Pastor:	O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:


LORD’S PRAYER	Matthew 6:9–13

People:	Our Father who art in heaven,
	hallowed be Thy name,
	Thy kingdom come,
	Thy will be done on earth
		as it is in heaven;
	give us this day our daily bread;
	and forgive us our trespasses
		as we forgive those 
		who trespass against us;
	and lead us not into temptation,
	but deliver us from evil.
	For Thine is the kingdom
		and the power and the glory
		forever and ever. Amen.


PAX DOMINI

Pastor:		The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People:	Amen.


AGNUS DEI		(p. ___ in hymnal)


DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

“I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table”	[LSB 618; LW 242; TLH 315; CW 310]
“Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”		[LSB 643; LW 247; CW 318]
“At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing”	[LSB 633; LW 126; CW 141]


POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE		(p. ___ in hymnal)


POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING

Pastor:	Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People:	Amen.


DOXOLOGY		“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”	[LSB 805; LW 461; TLH 644; 
CW 334]


BENEDICTION	Psalm 136:1–4, 26

Pastor:		Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good,
People:	for His steadfast love endures forever.
Pastor:		Give thanks to the God of gods,
People:	for His steadfast love endures forever.
Pastor:		Give thanks to the Lord of lords,
People:	for His steadfast love endures forever;
Pastor:		to Him who alone does great wonders,
People:	for His steadfast love endures forever;
Pastor:		Give thanks to the God of heaven,
People:	for His steadfast love endures forever. Alleluia!

Pastor:	The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.		   Numbers 6:24–26
People:	Amen.


HYMN		“Rejoice, O Pilgrim Throng”	[LSB 813; LW 455; CW 540]

[OR]

“Alleluia! Let Praises Ring”	[LSB 822; LW 437; TLH 23; CW 241]
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