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1.  1st Deportation:  605 BC 
•  Daniel and a few of the nobility. 

2.  2nd Deportation:  597 BC 
•  10,000 captives from the most 

skilled, powerful, and influential 
3.  3rd Deportation:   586 BC 

•  The majority of the population, 
leaving only the poorest and the 
most infirm 

The Babylonian Captivity of Judah



1.  Many reject Daniel and claim it was written much later. 
2.  The primary reason:  they are anti-supernaturalists. 
3.  “Since Daniel 11 describes in detail events between 

Daniel (500s BC) and the Syrian King Antiochus IV 
(175-163 BC), it could not have been written by Daniel.” 

4.  E.g., John J Collins: “according to the consensus of modern 
critical scholarship, the stories about Daniel and his 
friends are legendary in character, and the hero himself 
most probably never existed.” 

The Author of Daniel



1.  Biblical Evidence 
a.  The book claims to be written by Daniel 

(7:15, 28; 8:1, 15, 27; 9:2; 10:2, 7, 11).  
b.  Ezekiel, Daniel’s contemporary (he arrived 

in Babylon 8 years after Daniel), refers to 
Daniel as (14:14, 20) righteous, like Noah 
and Job; and as wise (28:3). 

c.  Christ confirmed that Daniel was its author 
(Matt. 24:15, quoting 9:27, 11:31, & 12:11) 

Evidence for Daniel’s Authorship



2.  Extra-biblical Evidence 
a.  I Maccabees 2:51, 60 (120 BC) mentions incidents from 

Daniel as though from ancient times.   
b.  The Book of Baruch (c. 200 BC) refers to Daniel.   
c.  Daniel was included in the Septuagint (LXX), completed 

before the Maccabean era (before 173 BC). 
d.  Eight manuscripts of the book of Daniel were found 

among the Dead Sea Scrolls (c. 200 BC).   
e.   Josephus recounts a story about Alexander the Great 

and the book of Daniel (XI, viii, 4). 

Evidence for Daniel’s Authorship



1.  The earliest date:  605 BC 
•  1:1 – the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king 

of Judah 
2.  The final date:  537 BC 

•  10:1 – the third year of Cyrus king of Persia. 
3.  Captive from about 15 to 85 
4.  His service in government spanned 70 years 
5.  He outlived his city and nation, 5 kings of Judah, 

5 kings of Babylon, 1 king of Medo-Persia, and 
two world empires. 

The Date of Book’s Events



•  Its Authorship and Date of Writing 
•  Its Historical Accuracy 
•  Its Vocabulary 
•  Its Accurate Prophecies 
•  What really lies behind all these attacks? 
•  A denial of inspiration! 

The Criticism of Daniel



•  Lived:  c. 620 BC to c. 534 BC (86 yrs.) 
•  Name means:  “God is Judge or Ruler” 
•  Of royal or noble blood (1:3) 
•  Early years:  in Jerusalem 
•  Education in Babylon:  3 years 
•  A natural ability for administration 
•  A man of incredible faith in God 
•  His character:  
•  The estimate of Scripture:  he was as righteous 

as Noah and Job (Ezek. 14:14-20). 
•  The estimate of history:   authority in two 

successive, hostile empires  

Daniel the Man



•  He was carried away in the 1st stage of the 
deportation of Judah in 605 BC at about 15 yrs. old. 

•  He lived in Babylon, a thoroughly pagan city, under the 
authority of an evil man and a Gentile kingdom with 
seeming limitless power. 

•  It was deliberate divine punishment upon a rebellious 
nation. 
•  The northern kingdom fell to the Assyrians in 722 

BC (2 Kings 17:7-18) 
•  The southern kingdom fell to the Babylonians in 586 

BC (2 Kings 23:26-27) 

Daniel’s Circumstances   



1.  There are many gods. 
2.  A battle between two nations is in fact a 

battle between the gods of those nations. 
3.  When Nation A defeated Nation B in battle, 

the gods of Nation A were more powerful 
than those of Nation B—at least at that time. 

Three Pagan Misconceptions



•  Improve the life and welfare of the Jews in 
Babylon 

•  Maintain the honor of the true God in the 
minds of pagan nations 

How God Used Daniel



•  According to emphasis  
I.  Historical narrative (1-6) 
II.  Prophecy (7-12) 

•  According to thought development 
I.  Introduction to the Book (1) 
II.  Events in the lives of Daniel and his Hebrew 

friends in relation to the rulers of Babylon (2-6) 
III.  Daniel’s visions of the great world empires 

(7-12) 

Outlines of Daniel



•  According to the languages 
I.  The 1st Hebrew section:  Introduction (1:1—

2:4a) 
II.  The Aramaic section:  YHWH’s message to 

and plan for pagan nations (2:4b—7:28) 
III.  The 2nd Hebrew section:  YHWH’s message 

to and plan for Israel (8-12) 

Outlines of Daniel



•  To demonstrate the sovereignty of God 
over human history. 

•  Every chapter drives home Daniel’s 
conviction that Yahweh is sovereign over 
the lives of individuals, the affairs of 
nations, the span of empires, and all of 
human history! 

•  2:21, 44, 47; 3:29b; 4:17, 25, 32, 34-35; 
5:21; 6:26-27; 7:27; 7:9-14 

The Primary Purpose of Daniel



•  1) Provide the Jews of that day—and us—with a 
basis for comfort and hope in the midst of very 
desperate times. 

•  2) Provide a demonstration - historical and 
prophetic - of God's unending and infinite 
concern for His covenant people, Israel, even 
when they are under the rod of divine reproof. 

The Secondary Purposes of Daniel



•  3) Provide data essential to a proper 
understanding of end-time events. 
•  One of the primary OT sources for the 

Millennial kingdom. 
•  The greatest source of information 

concerning the activity of angels. 
•  A clear statement about the future 

resurrection of all people (12:1-2) 
•  Filled with prophecy, especially regarding 

"the latter days" (2:28-29; 10:14) 

The Secondary Purposes of Daniel



•  4) Provide an illustration of what true dedication 
to God means, and of what God is willing to do 
through one fully committed to Him. 

The Secondary Purposes of Daniel


