THE OFFICES OF CHRIST

Anchored Series

The Coming Redeemer
• A Unique Man is coming (Gen. 3:15).
• Thru Abraham (Gen. 12:1-3)
• Thru Isaac (Gen. 17:19)
• Thru Jacob (Gen. 25:23)
• Thru Judah (Gen. 49:10)
• Thru David (2 Sam. 7:16)
• Eventually called "The Anointed One."

Prophet, Priest, & King
• Prophet: revealed God’s Word to the people on
God’s behalf.
• Priest: offered sacrifices and prayers to God on
behalf of the people.
• King: ruled over the people of God on God’s behalf.

The Reformation Creeds
• The Westminster Confession:
"It pleased God, in his eternal purpose, to choose
and ordain the Lord Jesus, his only begotten son, to
be the Mediator between God and man, the
Prophet, Priest, and King."

The Reformation Creeds
• Westminster Larger Catechism
Why was our Mediator called Christ?
A. Our Mediator was called Christ, because he was
anointed with the Holy Ghost above measure; and so
set apart, and fully furnished with all authority and
ability, to execute the offices of prophet, priest, and
king of his Church, in the estate both of his
humiliation and exaltation.

The Reformation Creeds
• Westminster Shorter Catechism
What offices doth Christ execute as our Redeemer?
A. Christ, as our Redeemer, executeth the offices
of a prophet, of a priest, and of a king, both in his
estate of humiliation and exaltation.

The Reformation Creeds
• The Baptist Confession of 1689 [updated]
"This office of Mediator between God and man is proper only to
Christ, who is the Prophet, Priest, and King of the Church of God."
… "This number and order of offices is essential. Because of our
ignorance we need his prophetic office. Because of our alienation
from God and the imperfection of the best of our service, we need
his priestly office to reconcile us and present us to God as
acceptable. Because of our aversion to, and utter inability to return
to God, and for our rescue and keeping from spiritual enemies, we
need his kingly office to convince, subdue, draw, uphold, deliver,
and preserve us until we reach his heavenly kingdom."

I. Christ Our Prophet
• Westminster Larger Cat. 43: How doth Christ execute the
office of a prophet?
• A. Christ executeth the office of a prophet, in his revealing
to the church, in all ages, by his Spirit and Word, and in
divers ways of administration, the whole will of God, in all
things concerning their edification and salvation.
• Westminster Shorter Cat. 24: How doth Christ execute the
office of a prophet?
• A. Christ executeth the office of a prophet, in revealing to
us, by his Word and Spirit, the will of God for our salvation?

Christ Our Prophet
• The OT Background
• Moses was the first major prophet.
• Ex. 4:1-2, 15-16; 6:28—7:2
• Three criteria for discerning a true prophet:

1) Deut. 18:21-22 says the true prophet’s predictions must always come
true.
2) Deut. 13:1-5 says if God chose to authenticate a true prophet, He would
do so by empowering him to work miracles—as he did with Moses.
3) Also Deut. 13 – says the true prophet’s message must always be in
complete doctrinal agreement with previous revelation.

• Deut. 18:15-19

Christ Our Prophet
• His Work as our Prophet
1) All the other prophets prophesied about Jesus!
• Luke 24:25-26, 27

2) Jesus didn’t merely receive the truth from the Father—
although He did—but He had the right and authority to
speak authoritatively Himself.
• Matt. 24:35 - "Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words
will not pass away.

Christ Our Prophet
• Before the incarnation…
1) He revealed the truth of God to mankind through various
theophanies, especially The Angel of the Lord.
• 1 Tim. 2:5 - There is one God, and one mediator also between God
and men, the man Christ Jesus,

2) He revealed the truth of God through His Spirit to the OT
prophets.
• 1 Pet. 1:10-11 - As to this salvation, the prophets who prophesied of
the grace that would come to you made careful searches and
inquiries, seeking to know what person or time the Spirit of Christ
within them was indicating as He predicted the sufferings of Christ
and the glories to follow.

Christ Our Prophet
• Jesus referred to himself as a prophet.
• Luke 13:33 - "I must journey on today and tomorrow
and the next day; for it cannot be that a prophet
would perish outside of Jerusalem.

Christ Our Prophet
• The people often speculated and even acknowledged Him to be the
prophet.
•

Matt. 21:11 - And the crowds were saying, "This is the prophet Jesus, from
Nazareth in Galilee."

•

Matt. 21:46 - When they sought to seize Him, they feared the people, because
they considered Him to be a prophet.

•

Luke 24:19 - And Jesus said to [the Emmaus Road disciples], "What things?"
And they said to Him, "The things about Jesus the Nazarene, who was a
prophet mighty in deed and word in the sight of God and all the people,

•

John 6:14 - Therefore when the people saw the sign which He had performed,
they said, "This is truly the Prophet who is to come into the world."

Christ Our Prophet
• During the incarnation
1) He revealed the Father in his person.
• John 1:14-18

2) He brought new revelation to God's people.
• John 8:26-28; 12:49-50; 14:10, 24; 15:15; 17:8, 20

3) He taught God's truth.
• Matt. 4:17; 5—7

4) He predicted the future.
• Matt. 24 – 25; Luke 19:41-44

Christ Our Prophet
• Since the incarnation…
1) Through his Spirit and the writing of his apostles He has
continued to reveal the truth to us.
• John 16:12-15

2) Through his Spirit, He illumines our understanding of the
Word.
• 1 Cor. 2:16; 1 Pet. 1:10-11

Christ Our Prophet
• Since the incarnation…
3) He gives gifted men to the church in order to equip his
people.
• Eph. 4:11-12

4) He teaches us through his example.
• John 13:15; Phil. 2:5; 1 Pet. 2:22

Christ Our Prophet
Hodge: “Since His ascension He performs the same office
not only in the fuller revelation of the gospel made to the
Apostles and in their inspiration as infallible teachers, but
also in the institution of the ministry and constantly calling
men to that office, and by the influence of the Holy Spirit,
who cooperates with the truth in every human heart, and
renders it effectual to the sanctification and salvation of His
own people.”

II. Christ Our Priest
• Westminster Larger Cat. 44 How doth Christ execute the office of
a priest?
• A. Christ executes the office of a priest, in his once offering himself
a sacrifice without spot to God, to be a reconciliation for the sins of
his people; and in making continual intercession for them.

• Westminster Shorter Cat. 25 How doth Christ execute the office of
a priest?
• A. Christ executes the office of a priest, in his once offering up of
himself a sacrifice to satisfy divine justice, and reconcile us to God,
and in making continual intercession for us.

