
A VIRTUAL TOUR OF THE REFORMATION
Selected Scripture

[The Reformation Wall in Geneva]



The Five Solas of the Reformation 

•  Sola Scriptura – our ultimate authority is not tradition, popes, or councils but 
the Scripture alone.

•  Solus Christus – God justifies us not based on our own righteousness, but the 
righteousness of Christ alone.

•  Sola Fide – God justifies us not because of any human works of any kind, but 
by faith alone.

•  Sola Gratia – we are saved from God’s wrath not by our personal merit or 
initiative, but by sovereign grace alone. 

•  Soli Deo Gloria – God created and redeemed us in such a way that we would 
receive none of the glory, but the glory would be for God alone.



The Theological Issues Behind the Reformation

1.  The Headship of the 
Church.

2.  The Ultimate Source of 
Authority.

3.  The Means of 
Justification



I.  THE PRE-REFORMERS



Peter Waldo & the Waldensians

•  In the mid 1170s a man by the name of Peter Waldo, 
a rich merchant from Lyons, read a translation of the 
NT. 

•  He organized a band of laymen who became known 
as “the poor men” and also the Waldensians.

•  The Waldensians believed everyone should have a 
copy of the Scripture in his own language.

•  They believed that Scripture alone should be the final 
authority for faith in life.



Peter Waldo & the Waldensians

•  The Pope saw them as a threat and 1184 Peter 
Waldo and the Waldensians were excommunicated 
because they refused to stop preaching the gospel and 
the Scripture.

•  In 1215, the Fourth Lateran Council agreed with 
Waldo’s excommunication and the Waldensians 
began to be persecuted for centuries.

•  In 1217, Peter Waldo died.



John Wycliffe & The Lollards

•  John Wycliffe was born at some point in the 1320s.

•  He attended Oxford and ended up teaching there 
for most of his life.

•  Up until the year 1378 he simply wanted to reform 
the Roman Catholic Church by rooting out the 
immoral clergy and by its selling of its property 
which he felt had led to its corruption.

•  But after 1379, he realized that those simple reforms 
were not all that was necessary.



John Wycliffe & The Lollards

•  He attacked the authority of the pope by 
arguing that Christ was the head of the church.

•  He argued that the Bible was the sole authority 
for the believer and that the church should 
actually follow the pattern of the NT.

•  He opposed the Roman Catholic doctrine of 
transubstantiation.



John Wycliffe & The Lollards

•  In 1401, the Roman Catholic Church passed a law 
that made the punishment for preaching Lollard 
ideas the death penalty.

•  John Wycliffe died in 1384.

•  30 years later, in 1415, the Council of Constance 
posthumously condemned him, ordered his body 
disinterred and burned.

•  In 1428, his body was disinterred and burned for 
heresy.



Jan Huss & the Hussites

•  Richard the 2nd of England married Anne of 
Bohemia and students from Bohemia came to 
England to study at Oxford.

•  Some returned carrying Wycliffe’s revolutionary 
ideas with them.

•  In 1372, Jan Hus had been born.

•  He studied in the University of Prague, later 
taught there, and eventually became its rector.

•  He also served as the pastor of Bethlehem Chapel 
from 1402 to 1414.



Jan Huss & the Hussites

•  In 1409, Huss read and embraced the 
biblical teaching of John Wycliffe.

•  He sought to reform the church in 
Bohemia.

•  Because of his views, he was ordered to the 
Council of Constance in 1415 with a 
promise of safe conduct from the Emperor 
himself.



Jan Huss & the Hussites

•  The views of Wycliffe and of Hus, his disciple, 
were condemned at the Council of Constance.

•  When Huss refused to recant, the Council 
ordered him burned at the stake.

•  Those who continued to embrace his views 
were called Hussites.

•  In 1420, they began to be severely persecuted.



II.  THE STREAMS OF THE REFORMATION



II.  The Streams of the Reformation

A. The English Reformation under Tyndale, Knox, & Others

B.  The German Reformation under Luther

C. The Genevan Reformation under Calvin

D. The Swiss Reformation under Zwingli



III. THE KEY LEADERS �
OF THE REFORMATION 
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Luther on His Days in the Erfurt Monastery

“When I was a monk, I wearied myself greatly for almost fifteen years 
with the daily sacrifice, tortured myself with fastings, vigils, prayers, and 
other very rigorous works. I earnestly thought to acquire righteousness 

by my works. … I tortured myself with prayer, fasting, vigils and 
freezing; the frost alone might have killed me.”



Johannes Staupitz to Luther

“More than a thousand times have I sworn to our holy God to live piously, 
and I have never kept my vows.  Now I swear no longer, for I know that I 

cannot keep my solemn promises.  If God will not be merciful towards me for 
the love of Christ and grant me a happy departure when I must quit this 

world, I shall never with the aid of all my vows and all my good works stand 
before him.  I must perish.”

“Look at the wounds of Jesus Christ, to the blood that he has shed for you; it is 
there that the grace of God will appear to you.  Instead of torturing yourself on 
account of your sins, throw yourself in the Redeemer’s arms.  Trust in him—

in the righteousness of his life—in the atonement of his death.”



Wittenberg



John Tetzel, Selling His Indulgences

“Do not you hear the voice of your wailing dead parents and others who 
say, “Have mercy upon me, have mercy upon me, because we are in 

severe punishment and pain. From this you could redeem us with a small 
alms and yet you do not want to do so.” Open your ears as the father 
says to the son and the mother to the daughter…“We created you, fed 
you, cared for you and left you our temporal goods. Why are you so 

cruel and harsh that you do not want to save us, though it only takes so 
little? You let us lie in flames so that only slowly do we come to the 

promised glory.” 
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Luther on His Conversion

“Meanwhile in that same year, 1519, I had begun interpreting the 
Psalms once again. I felt confident that I was now more 

experienced, since I had dealt in university courses with St. Paul's 
Letters to the Romans, to the Galatians, and the Letter to the 

Hebrews. I had conceived a burning desire to understand what 
Paul meant in his Letter to the Romans, but thus far there had stood in 
my way, not the cold blood around my heart, but that one word which is in 

chapter one: "The justice of God is revealed in it." I hated that word, "justice 
of God," which, by the use and custom of all my teachers, I had been taught to 
understand philosophically as referring to formal or active justice, as they call 
it, i.e., that justice by which God is just and by which he punishes sinners and 

the unjust.



Luther of His Conversion

“But I, blameless monk that I was, felt that before God I was a 
sinner with an extremely troubled conscience. I couldn't be sure 

that God was appeased by my satisfaction. I did not love, no, 
rather I hated the just God who punishes sinners. In silence, if I did 

not blaspheme, then certainly I grumbled vehemently and got angry at God. I 
said, "Isn't it enough that we miserable sinners, lost for all eternity because of 

original sin, are oppressed by every kind of calamity through the Ten 
Commandments? Why does God heap sorrow upon sorrow through the 

Gospel and through the Gospel threaten us with his justice and his wrath?" 
This was how I was raging with wild and disturbed conscience. I 

constantly badgered St. Paul about that spot in Romans 1 and 
anxiously wanted to know what he meant.



Luther on His Conversion

“I meditated night and day on those words until at last, by the mercy of 
God, I paid attention to their context: "The justice of God is revealed in 

it, as it is written: 'The just person lives by faith.'" I began to 
understand that in this verse the justice of God is that by 

which the just person lives by a gift of God, that is by faith. I 
began to understand that this verse means that the justice of God is 

revealed through the Gospel, but it is a passive justice, i.e. that by which 
the merciful God justifies us by faith, as it is written: "The just person 
lives by faith." All at once I felt that I had been born again and 

entered into paradise itself through open gates. Immediately 
I saw the whole of Scripture in a different light.



1520-1521

•  1520

•  June 15 - Leo X issued papal bull Exsurge Domine, giving Luther sixty 
days to recant or be excommunicated. 

•  Dec. 10 - Luther burned the papal bull and a copy of Canon Law.
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1520-1521

•  1520

•  June 15 - Leo X issued papal bull Exsurge Domine, giving Luther sixty days to recant or be 
excommunicated. 

•  Dec. 10 - Luther burned the papal bull and a copy of Canon Law.

•  1521

•  Jan. 3 - Luther excommunicated by papal bull Decet Romanum Pontificem.

•  April 17-18 - Luther appeared before Diet of Worms and refused to recant.

•  May 25 - Charles V issued Edict of Worms, declaring Luther a notorious heretic and 
criminal, and making it illegal to have Luther’s books.
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1522-1525

•  1522

•  Luther returned from Wartburg, March 6

•  Ban on Luther lifted.

•  Luther’s translation of the NT published, September 21

•  1525

•  Luther married former nun Katharina von Bora,  June 13

•  William Tyndale visited Luther in Wittenberg and was influenced by Luther’s 
translation. 



1526-1527

•  1526

•  Tyndale’s English translation of the New Testament was printed in 
Worms and over 18,000 copies eventually smuggled into England.

•  1527

•  The plague struck Wittenberg; the Luther’s turned their home into a 
hospital.

•  Luther wrote:  “A Mighty Fortress”



St. Andrews Church �
in Eisleben –�
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Luther’s Grave under the Pulpit at the Castle Church



B.  The Genevan Reformation under John Calvin



John Calvin

•  July 10, 1509

•  John Calvin born in Noyon, France. 

•  1533

•  Calvin had what he described as a "sudden conversion" and left his 
humanistic studies.

•  Calvin left France because of growing persecution against 
Protestants.



John Calvin

•  1535

•  Calvin arrived in Basel, where he penned his first addition of the Institutes (published in 1536).

•  1536

•  John Calvin published first edition of Institutes of the Christian Religion.

•  Calvin set out for Strasburg but was forced to travel through Geneva to avoid French troops.

•  William Farel convinced Calvin to remain in Geneva.

•  1538 - Calvin and Farel were expelled from Geneva.

•  1541 - Calvin returned to Geneva and initiated the Reformation there.
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John Calvin

•  1553 - Calvin influenced John Knox.

•  1555 - Calvin sheltered English Protestants.

•  1559 - Calvin completed final edition of the Institutes.

•  1560 – Geneva Bible printed.

•  1564 - John Calvin died in Geneva, May 27



C.  The Swiss Reformation under Ulrich Zwingli



C.  The Swiss Reformation under Zwingli

•  Ulrich Zwingli was born on January 1, 1484 (one year after Luther).

•  His parents sent him to school at Basle, Bern, and later to the University of 
Vienna.

•  From Vienna he returned to Basel, where he studied theology under 
Thomas Wyttenbach, whom Lindsay calls “one of those … theologians who 
were accustomed even then to denounce indulgences on the ground that 
Christ by His death had paid a ransom for all men’s sins.”

•  Zwingli:  “All deference to Martin Luther; but what we have in common 
with him we knew long before we had heard his name.”



Ulrich Zwingli

•  He received his M.A. degree in 1506, and was then appointed as priest 
of the small parish of Glarus.

•  His favorite NT books were Paul’s Epistles.

•  He copied them with his own hand from more than one manuscript 
(still extant), and he memorized them.



Ulrich Zwingli

•  In 1516, in Einsiedeln he began to preach to the pilgrims, and to tell 
them the folly and sin of image and saint worship.

•  In one of his sermons he said: ‘In the hour of death call upon Jesus 
Christ alone, who bought you with His blood, and is the only Mediator 
between God and man.’



“Gross Munster” in Zurich



“Gross Munster” in Zurich





Ulrich Zwingli

•  1523

•  The council fixed a day, the 23rd of January, 1523 for the debate.

•  Zwingli had drawn up a list of 67 Theses, stating the points on which 
his teaching differed from his RCC accusers.

•  The result was a great summary of Protestant theology.



Ulrich Zwingli

•  1524

•  Zwingli and his colleagues complete a Swiss translation of the NT.

•  1531

•  On Oct. 11, 1531 - Ulrich Zwingli died on a Swiss battlefield at 
Kappel am Albis.


