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SECTION 2
The Doctrine of God & NT Survey

God’s Incomprehensibility
Biblical Doctrine: “Although God can be
known truly, Scripture also reveals that God
is not comprehensively or exhaustively
knowable to humans in any aspect of his
being or actions.”
The 2nd London Baptist Confession of 1689:
“The Lord our God is…infinite in being and
perfection; whose essence cannot be
comprehended by any but Himself.”

God’s Incomprehensibility
• Meaning
• The reality of God infinitely
surpasses what any of His creatures
ever perceive Him to be.
• Does not mean: “unable to be
understood”
• Means: “unable to be fully
understood.”

God’s Incomprehensibility
• Generally

• Job 26:14 - "Behold, these are the fringes of
His ways; And how faint a word we hear of
Him! But His mighty thunder, who can
understand?"
• Is. 55:8-9; 1 Cor. 2:10-12; 1 Tim. 6:16

• Specific Categories
•
•
•
•
•

Being & Nature (Job 11:7-9; Ps. 145:3)
Works and actions (Job 37:5)
Understanding (Ps. 147:5)
Knowledge (Ps. 139:1-6)
Counsels, Plans, & Decisions (Rom. 11:33-36)

God’s Incomprehensibility
• Practically
• We can never fully understand God.
• We can never fully understand a single thing
about God.
• We will never know all of His attributes.
• We will never stop learning about God in this
life.
• We will spend eternity learning more about
our God.

God’s Self-Revelation
• Necessary

• For us to know God or anything about God, he must reveal himself.
• Matt. 11:27; 1 Cor. 1:21; Rom. 1:18, 21, 25

• Truthful

• What God reveals about himself is true.

• Limited

• What God has revealed to us about himself is infinitesimal compared
to what could be known about him.

God’s Self-Revelation
• Two tools help us understand God…
1. Anthropomorphism
• Lit., “man’s form”
• Attributes human characteristics to God.

2. Anthropopathism
• Lit., “man’s passions”
• Attributes human emotions to God.

The Impassibility of God
• 1) He has none of the passions associated with a body.
• Reymond: “[That] God is ‘without…passions’ [is] understood to mean
that God has no bodily passions such as hunger or the human drive for
sexual fulfillment."

• 2) His emotions are not reactions like ours.
• Biblical Doctrine: “God is impassable — not in the sense that he is
devoid of true feeling or has no affections but in the sense that his
emotions are active and deliberate expressions of his holy
dispositions, not (as is often the case with human emotions)
involuntary passions by which he is driven."
• Reymond: “the creature cannot inflict suffering, pain, or any sort of
distress upon him against his will."

Tozer
“Among the sins to which the human heart is prone, hardly any
other is more hateful to God than idolatry, for idolatry is at bottom
a libel on his character. The idolatrous heart assumes that God is
other than He is—in itself a monstrous sin—and substitutes for the
true God one made after its own likeness. … Let us beware lest we
in our pride accept the erroneous notion that idolatry consists only
in kneeling before visible objects of adoration, and that civilized
peoples are therefore free from it. The essence of idolatry is the
entertainment of thoughts about God that are unworthy of Him.”

The Nature of
God

I. What God Is Not
• A. Anti-theism / Atheism – there is no god.
• 1) Practical atheists—godless people who live as if there is no god
(Ps. 10:4b; 14:1), while perhaps not denying His existence.
• 2) Theoretical atheists—those who base their denial of God on a
rational argument.
• Dogmatic—denies the existence of God.
• Skeptical—not possible for us to determine (agnostics).
• Critical —has not yet seen valid proof for the existence of God.

I. What God Is Not
• B. Pantheism – all is god.
• Several different forms:
• Hindus; Transcendentalists.

• God is all and all is God.
• Reality is an amorphous fusion of all matter and spirit.
• All personal being is swallowed in one predominant over-soul.

I. What God Is Not
• C. Polytheism – there are many gods.
•
•
•
•

Poly = many; theos = God; plurality of gods
Forms: ancient religions; Hinduism; Mormonism
Often closely tied to the worship of nature
Popular counterpart of pantheism

I. What God Is Not
• D. Gods of other monotheistic faiths: Islam, Zoroastrianism
• 1 Cor. 10:19-20 – gods of the nations are demons, masquerading as their
gods (cf. Deut. 32:17).

II. What God Is
A. A Being
• Westminster Confession: “his being.”
• God is not identical to the created universe.
• Feinberg: “Omnipresence demands that God be somehow
present at every point in space, but he isn’t present as
each point in space.”

II. What God Is
B. Living
• Westminster Confession: “There is but one only, living
and true God.”
• Jer. 10:10 - But the LORD is the true God; He is the
living God and the everlasting King.
• 1 Th. 1:9 - You turned to God from idols to serve a
living and true God.
• Many passages comparing living God with idols; Is.
44:9-20; 46:3-10

II. What God Is
C. Infinite
• The 2nd London Baptist Confession of 1689: “The Lord our
God is…infinite in being and perfection.”
• There are no limitations on God, except the laws of logic and
his other attributes.
• 1) Infinite in his being: He transcends all spatial limitations.
• 2) Infinite in his attributes…
• Does not mean merely that God has an infinite amount of that quality.
• Means God possesses that attribute in a different way than any other
being in the universe.

II. What God Is
A.
B.
C.
D.

A Being
Living
Infinite
Spirit

D. Spirit
• Westminster Conf.: “a most pure
Spirit, invisible, without body,
parts, or passions.”
• Immaterial
• John 4:24
• Luke 24:39

• Invisible
•
•
•
•

1 Tim. 1:17
John 1:18 (cf. Ex. 20, 23)
Col. 1:15
Rom. 1:20

D. Spirit
Several potential misunderstandings:

• 1) Those passages in which God appears in a physical
manifestation.

• E.g., OT— Gen. 32:30-man; Ex. 3:1-6—burning bush; Gen. 16:713—Angel of the Lord; NT – Matt. 3:16-17-dove.

• 2) Those references to God having bodily parts.
• E.g., hand (Ps. 139:10; Is. 65:2; etc.); eyes (1 Kings 8:29; 2 Chron.
16:9; Pro. 15:3); ears (Neh. 1:6; Is. 37:17); face (Gen. 19:13; Ps.
17:15; 34:16, etc.)

D. Spirit
Several potential misunderstandings:

• 3) Those passages that talk about our eventually seeing God.
•
•
•
•
•

Job 19:25-27—I will see God.
Matt. 5:8 – the pure in heart will see God.
1 John 3:2 – we will see him just as he is
Heb. 12:14 – w/o holiness, no one will see the Lord.
Rev. 22:4 – we will see the face of the Lamb.

D. Spirit
Several potential misunderstandings: Resolved!
• These references must mean …
• We will see the Second person of the Trinity, who as the God-Man, has
a human body—that can be seen.
• God will—just as he did in the OT—choose to reveal himself in some
physical manifestation.
• We will comprehend God in a much deeper more profound way than
we are able to now.

D. Spirit
• Implications…
• He is Invisible.
• He is Incorruptible.
• He is Immortal.

• Application…
• We cannot perceive Him by
the senses (John 1:18).
• We should not make any
form to represent God (Dt.
4:15-19).
• We should worship Him in
spirit & in truth (John 4:24).

II. What God Is
A.
B.
C.
D.
E.

A Being
Living
Infinite
Spirit
Personal

E. Personal
• 1) Rational

• a) Self-conscious
•
•
•
•

Ex. 3:14
Is. 43:10
Is. 54:7-8
2 Tim. 3:16

• b) Self-determining
• Job 42:2
• Ps. 115:3
• Eph. 1:11

• 2) Relational

II. What God Is
A.
B.
C.
D.
E.
F.

A Being
Living
Infinite
Spirit
Personal
Trinity

