
Men	of	the	Word	–	Spring	2016	



MACARTHUR:	
¡  1)	Observation	
¡  2)	Interpretation	
¡  3)	Evaluation	
¡  4)	Application		

PENNINGTON:	
¡  1)	Preparation		
¡  2)	Observation	
¡  3)	Meditation		
¡  4)	Interpretation		
¡  5)	Evaluation	
¡  6)	Application	



¡  Observation	&	
Interpretation	
§  History	
§  Context	
§  Syntax	
§  Words	(lexical)	
§  Theology	
§  Genres	

¡  Evaluation	
¡  Application	



MACARTHUR:	
¡  1)	Observation	
¡  2)	Interpretation	
¡  3)	Evaluation	
¡  4)	Application		

PENNINGTON:	
¡  1)	Preparation		
¡  2)	Observation	
¡  3)	Meditation		
¡  4)	Interpretation		
¡  5)	Evaluation	
¡  6)	Application	



¡  1.		Prepare	Yourself.	
¡  2.		Prepare	Your	Surroundings.	

§  a)	Have	a	set	time	–	your	best	time	of	day	if	possible.	
§  b)	Have	a	set	place	–	quiet	and	free	of	distractions.	
§  c)	Turn	off	and	shut	out	all	distractions.	
§  d)	Surround	yourself	with	the	necessary	resources.	



¡  Original	language	resources	
¡  OR	an	English	translation	based	on	formal	equivalence	



¡  1)	Formal	equivalence	–	word	for	word	equivalence	as	much	
as	possible.	
§  New	American	Standard	Bible;	English	Standard	Version;	King	James	

Version	
¡  2)	Dynamic	equivalence	–	concept	equivalence.	

§  New	International	Version;	New	English	Bible;	New	Living	Translation	
¡  3)	Paraphrase	–	the	author’s	interpretation	of	the	original.	

§  Phillips	translation;	The	Living	Bible	



¡  NAS	–	But	now	apart	from	the	Law	the	righteousness	of	God	has	been	manifested,	
being	witnessed	by	the	Law	and	the	Prophets.	

¡  ESV	–	But	now	the	righteousness	of	God	has	been	manifested	apart	from	the	law,	
although	the	Law	and	the	Prophets	bear	witness	to	it.	

¡  NIV	–	But	now	a	righteousness	from	God,	apart	from	law,	has	been	made	known,	to	
which	the	Law	and	the	Prophets	testify.	

¡  NLT	–	But	now	God	has	shown	us	a	way	to	be	made	right	with	him	without	keeping	
the	requirements	of	the	law,	as	was	promised	in	the	writings	of	Moses	and	the	
prophets	long	ago.	

¡  Phillips	–	But	now	we	are	seeing	the	righteousness	of	God	declared	quite	apart	from	
the	Law	(though	amply	testified	to	by	both	Law	and	Prophets).	



¡  1.		Prepare	Yourself.	
¡  2.		Prepare	Your	Surroundings.	

§  a)	Have	a	set	time	–	your	best	time	of	day	if	possible.	
§  b)	Have	a	set	place	–	quiet	and	free	of	distractions.	
§  c)	Turn	off	and	shut	out	all	distractions.	
§  d)	Surround	yourself	with	the	necessary	resources.	

¡  3)	Choose	a	Biblical	Book.	



¡  1)	Preparation		
¡  2)	Observation	
¡  3)	Meditation		
¡  4)	Interpretation	
¡  5)	Evaluation	
¡  6)	Application	



¡  This	is	the	heart	of	exegesis.	
¡  Exegesis	is	using	careful	reading,	thought,	and	
analysis	along	with	all	available	tools	to	
systematically	study	the	details	of	the	text	in	order	
to	arrive	at	its	meaning.	

¡  “What	does	this	really	say?	



¡  What	to	Observe	
§  1)	Context	
▪  Historical	context:		the	setting	of	the	book	in	human	history.	
▪  Biblical	context:		the	relationship	of	the	paragraph	or	section	to	the	
surrounding	passages,	the	rest	of	the	book,	and	to	the	entire	
message	of	Scripture.	

§  2)	Content	
▪  Syntax:		the	relationship	of	phrases	and	clauses	to	one	another.	
▪  Words:		the	exact	sense	of	the	words	the	author	intended.	



¡  1.	Remember	the	Big	Picture.	



¡  The	Theme	of	the	Bible:			
§  “God	is	redeeming	a	people	by	His	Son,	for	His	Son,	to	His	own	glory.”	

¡  The	Purpose	of	the	Testaments:	
§  The	OT:		He’s	coming	(and	why	He	needs	to	come)!	
§  The	NT:		He	came	(Gospels),	this	is	what	His	coming	meant	(Acts	&	the	

epistles),	and	He’s	coming	again	(Revelation).	



¡  1.	Remember	the	Big	Picture.	
¡  2.	Research	the	Book’s	General	Introduction.	

§  a)	For	an	overview	read	the	introductions	in	the	MacArthur	Study	Bible	
and	the	ESV	Study	Bible.	

§  b)	Read	the	general	introductions	in	your	commentaries.	
¡  3.	Read	through	the	Book	Multiple	Times.	



¡  Theme	of	the	book	
§  a)	Explicit	statement	(Luke	1:1-4;	Acts	1:1;	John	20:30-31)	
§  b)	Repetition	of	certain	phrases	(Genesis—“these	are	the	generations	of”)	
§  c)	Exhortations—usually	flow	from	the	purpose	(e.g.,	Hebrews	10:32-35)	

¡  Setting	
¡  Author	&	Audience	
¡  Date	
¡  Decide	basic	book	outline	



¡  1.	Remember	the	Big	Picture.	
¡  2.	Research	the	Book’s	General	Introduction.	
¡  3.	Read	through	the	Book	Multiple	Times.	
¡  4.	Identify	the	Major	Sections	and	Paragraphs	(Prose)	or	

Stanzas	(Poetry).	



¡  a)	Greek	&	Hebrew	Bibles	
¡  b)	English	Translations	

§  Prose	(either	arranged	by	paragraph	or	bolded	verse	number.	
§  Poetry	(either	extra	return	or	bolded	verse	number)	

¡  3)	Commentaries	
¡  4)	Your	own	survey	



¡  1.	Remember	the	Big	Picture.	
¡  2.	Research	the	Book’s	General	Introduction.	
¡  3.	Read	through	the	Book	Multiple	Times.	
¡  4.	Identify	the	Paragraphs	(Prose)	or	Sections	(Poetry).	
¡  5.	Analyze	the	Syntax.	



¡  1)	Break	the	text	down	into	smaller	units.	
¡  2)	Identify	the	main	clause—the	sentence’s	subject	and	verb.	
¡  3)	Identify	all	the	other	phrases	and	clauses.	
¡  4)	Understand	their	relationship	to	each	other.	



¡  A	Block	Diagram!	
§  Diagrams	the	paragraph	as	a	whole.	
§  Each	phrase	and	clause	is	kept	in	the	natural	order	of	the	passage.	
§  Supporting	phrases	and	clauses	are	indented	under	what	they	

modify.	
§  The	relationships	of	whole	sentences,	clauses	and	phrases	are	

visually	apparent	at	a	glance.	
§  Fully	developed	in	W.	Kaiser’s	Book,	Toward	An	Exegetical	

Theology	



¡  Eph.	5:22-24	-	Wives,	be	subject	to	your	own	husbands,	as	to	
the	Lord.	23	For	the	husband	is	the	head	of	the	wife,	as	Christ	
also	is	the	head	of	the	church,	He	Himself	being	the	Savior	of	
the	body.	24	But	as	the	church	is	subject	to	Christ,	so	also	the	
wives	ought	to	be	to	their	husbands	in	everything.			



Wives,	be	subject		
	to	your	own	husbands,		
	as	to	the	Lord.		
	For	the	husband	is	the	head	
	 	 	of	the	wife,		
	 	 	as	Christ	also	is	the	head		
	 	 	 	 	of	the	church	
	 	 	 	 	He	Himself	being	the	Savior		
	 	 	 	 	 	 	of	the	body.	
	 	 	But	as	the	church	is	subject		
	 	 	 	 	to	Christ,		
	 	 	 	 	so	also	the	wives	ought	to	be		
	 	 	 	 	 	 	to	their	husbands		
	 	 	 	 	 	 	in	everything.		



Wives,	be	subject	[main	subject	and	verb]	
	to	your	own	husbands,	[to	whom?]	
	as	to	the	Lord.		[how?]	
	For	the	husband	is	the	head	[reason]	
	 	 	of	the	wife,		
	 	 	as	Christ	also	is	the	head	[comparison]	
	 	 	 	 	of	the	church	
	 	 	 	 	He	Himself	being	the	Savior		
	 	 	 	 	 	 	of	the	body.	
	 	 	But	as	the	church	is	subject	[comparison]	
	 	 	 	 	to	Christ,	[to	whom?]	
	 	 	 	 	so	also	the	wives	ought	to	be		
	 	 	 	 	 	 	to	their	husbands		
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	[to	whom?]	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	in	everything.		
	 	 	 	 	 	 							[to	what	extent?]		



¡  1.	Remember	the	Big	Picture.	
¡  2.	Research	the	Book’s	General	Introduction.	
¡  3.	Read	through	the	Book	Multiple	Times.	
¡  4.	Identify	the	Paragraphs	(Prose)	or	Sections	(Poetry).	
¡  5.	Analyze	the	Syntax.	
¡  6.	Identify	a	Preliminary	Theme.	



¡  1)	Directly	stated: 		
§  1	Tim.	4:6-16	

▪  Theme	=	4:16;	“yourself”	(4:6-12);	“your	teaching”	(4:13-16)	

§  Rom.	1:16-17,	18-23,	24-25,	26-27,	28-32	
¡  2)	Contained	in	the	words	or	concepts	repeated:	

§  Eph.	1:3-14	–	will	or	purpose	of	God	
§  Rom.	2:1-16,	17-24,	25-29	

¡  3)	Discerned	from	the	context:			
§  Eph.4:25	–	illus.	of	process	of	sanctification.	
§  Rom.	2:6-11	–	Who	does	good?	Context	is	man’s	lack	of	righteousness.	



¡  1.	Remember	the	Big	Picture.	
¡  2.	Research	the	Book’s	General	Introduction.	
¡  3.	Read	through	the	Book	Multiple	Times.	
¡  4.	Identify	the	Paragraphs	(Prose)	or	Sections	(Poetry).	
¡  5.	Analyze	the	Syntax.	
¡  6.	Identify	a	Preliminary	Theme.	
¡  7.	Make	Observations	and	Ask	Questions	of	the	Text.	



¡  Who?			
§  Wrote	it?	Said	it?		Who	is	the	main	character?		Who	is	in	this	account?	To	

whom	is	it	written?		About	whom	is	it	written?	
¡  What?	

§  Major	ideas?	Main	theme?		Main	events?		Important	lessons?	
¡  Where?	

§  Where	did	it	happen?		Where	will	it	happen?		Where	was	it	said?	Where	is	
the	author?		Where	are	his	recipients?	

¡  When?	
§  When	did	this	happen?		When	was	it	written?	



¡  Why?	
§  Why	is	this	important?		Why	include	that	detail?		Why	is	so	much	written	

about	this	event	or	teaching?		Why	should	we	do	what’s	commanded?	
¡  How?	

§  How	can	it	be	done?		How	should	it	be	done?		How	is	the	truth	
illustrated?	



¡  1.	Remember	the	Big	Picture.	
¡  2.	Research	the	Book’s	General	Introduction.	
¡  3.	Read	through	the	Book	Multiple	Times.	
¡  4.	Identify	the	Paragraphs	(Prose)	or	Sections	(Poetry).	
¡  5.	Analyze	the	Syntax.	
¡  6.	Identify	a	Preliminary	Theme.	
¡  7.	Make	Observations	and	Ask	Questions	of	the	Text.	
¡  8.	Look	up	All	Proper	Nouns.	
¡  9.	Look	up	Cross	References.	



¡  Parallel	passages	or	cross	references	that	use	the	same	words	
in	the	original	language:			
§  NAU	
§  Gospels:		Harmony	of	the	Gospels;	Thomas	&	Gundry’s	A	Harmony	of	the	

Gospels.	
¡  Passages	that	contain	the	same	or	similar	ideas	and	concepts:			

§  Treasury	of	Scripture	Knowledge.	
§  MacArthur	Topical	Bible.	
§  Zondervan	Dictionary	of	Biblical	Themes	by	Manser,	McGrath,	Packer,	&	

Wiseman.	



¡  1.	Remember	the	Big	Picture.	
¡  2.	Research	the	Book’s	General	Introduction.	
¡  3.	Read	through	the	Book	Multiple	Times.	
¡  4.	Identify	the	Paragraphs	(Prose)	or	Sections	(Poetry).	
¡  5.	Analyze	the	Syntax.	
¡  6.	Identify	a	Preliminary	Theme.	
¡  7.	Make	Observations	and	Ask	Questions	of	the	Text.	
¡  8.	Look	up	All	Proper	Nouns.	
¡  9.	Look	up	Cross	References.	
¡  10.	Study	the	Key	Words.	



¡  If	words	have	been	in	a	language	for	any	period	of	time	they	
acquire	a	variety	of	senses.	
§  E.g.,	The	leaders	of	the	company	were	cool	with	how	the	board	

ran	its	affairs.	
▪  “The	leaders	of	the	company	lost	body	temperature	with	how	the	
wood	went	upstream	to	spawn	its	illicit	sexual	relationships.”	



¡  11.	Survey	the	Historical	Context.	
§  a)	Outside	sources	
▪  Secular	encyclopedias	
▪  Bible	dictionaries/encyclopedias	
▪  Other	history	texts	
▪  Trustworthy	Internet	sites.	

§  b)	Scripture	itself	



¡  12.	Establish	the	Theological	Context.	
§  a)	Identify	any	significant	theological	issues	in	the	passage.	
§  b)	Study	those	theological	concepts	in	the	rest	of	Scripture	
and	other	resources.	

§  c)	If	you	are	teaching	the	passage	to	others,	decide	how	
much	of	that	theological	concept	must	be	explained	for	the	
passage	to	be	clear.	



¡  1.	Remember	the	Big	Picture.	
¡  2.	Research	the	Book’s	General	Introduction.	
¡  3.	Read	through	the	Book	Multiple	Times.	
¡  4.	Identify	the	Paragraphs	(Prose)	or	Sections	(Poetry).	
¡  5.	Analyze	the	Syntax.	
¡  6.	Identify	a	Preliminary	Theme.	
¡  7.	Make	Observations	and	Ask	Questions	of	the	Text.	
¡  8.	Look	up	All	Proper	Nouns.	
¡  9.	Look	up	Cross	References.	
¡  10.	Study	the	Key	Words.	
¡  11.	Survey	the	Historical	Context.	
¡  12.	Establish	the	Theological	Context.	



¡  1)	Preparation		
¡  2)	Observation	
¡  3)	Meditation		
¡  4)	Interpretation	
¡  5)	Evaluation	
¡  6)	Application	



¡  Council	of	Trent:		“To	check	unbridled	spirits	it	[this	council]	
decrees	that	no	one,	relying	on	his	own	judgment	shall	in	
matters	of	faith	and	morals	pertaining	to	the	edification	of	
Christian	doctrine,	distorting	the	Holy	Scriptures	in	
accordance	with	his	own	conceptions,	presume	to	interpret	
them	contrary	to	that	sense	which	Holy	Mother	Church	to	
whom	it	belongs	to	judge	of	their	true	sense	and	
interpretation	has	held	or	holds	or	even	contrary	to	the	
unanimous	teaching	of	the	Fathers,	even	though	such	
interpretations	should	never	at	any	time	be	published.”	



¡  Martin	Luther	at	the	Diet	of	Worms	(1521):		“Unless	I	am	
convinced	by	the	testimony	of	the	Scriptures	or	by	clear	
reason	(for	I	do	not	trust	either	in	the	pope	or	in	councils	
alone,	since	it	is	well	known	that	they	have	often	erred	and	
contradicted	themselves),	I	am	bound	by	the	Scriptures	I	
have	quoted,	and	my	conscience	is	captive	to	the	Word	of	
God.		I	cannot	and	I	will	not	retract	anything,	since	it	is	
neither	safe	nor	right	to	go	against	conscience….		Here	I	
stand.		God	help	me!”	



¡  1)	The	obligations	for	faith	and	obedience	are	personal,	and	
judgment	will	be	personal.	
§  Ps.	1:2,	6;	Ezek.	18:1-4;	Matt.	22:29	
§  Cf.	Matt.	12:3,	5;	19:14—have	you	not	read?	

¡  2)	The	Scripture	is	almost	always	addressed	to	the	people	and	not	
merely	to	the	leadership.	
§  The	prophets	constantly	said:		“Hear,	O	Israel”	or	“Listen,	all	you	

people.”	
§  Christ	taught	the	multitudes.	
§  Most	of	the	epistles	of	the	NT	were	addressed	to	the	congregation.	



¡  3)	People	are	called	upon	to	study	the	Scripture	
personally	and	to	teach	it	to	their	children.	(Deut.	6:6-9;	
Ps.	19:7;	119:30;	John	5:39).	

¡  4)	People	are	called	upon	and	praised	for	evaluating	what	
they	hear	taught	against	the	teaching	of	Scripture.	
§  Deut.	13:1-3	
§  Acts	17:11	
§  Gal.	1:8-9	
§  2	Cor.	4:1-2	



¡  Only	the	true	meaning	of	the	passage	is	in	fact	the	
Word	of	God.	

¡  Cf.		2	Pet.	3:15-16	-	just	as	also	our	beloved	brother	
Paul,	according	to	the	wisdom	given	him,	wrote	to	
you,	16	as	also	in	all	his	letters,	speaking	in	them	of	
these	things,	in	which	are	some	things	hard	to	
understand,	which	the	untaught	and	unstable	distort,	
as	they	do	also	the	rest	of	the	Scriptures,	to	their	own	
destruction.			



¡  Definition:		Interpretation	is	the	proper	use	of	
generally	accepted	principles	to	determine	the	one,	

divinely-intended	meaning	of	the	passage.	



¡  a)	Interpret	based	on	authorial	intent.	
§  Matt.	22:29	-	Jesus	answered	and	said	to	them,	"You	are	mistaken,	not	

understanding	the	Scriptures	nor	the	power	of	God.	
§  John	5:39	-	"You	search	the	Scriptures	because	you	think	that	in	them	

you	have	eternal	life;	it	is	these	that	testify	about	Me;	
§  2	Pet.	3:15-16	-	regard	the	patience	of	our	Lord	as	salvation;	just	as	

also	our	beloved	brother	Paul,	according	to	the	wisdom	given	him,	
wrote	to	you,	as	also	in	all	his	letters,	speaking	in	them	of	these	things,	
in	which	are	some	things	hard	to	understand,	which	the	untaught	and	
unstable	distort,	as	they	do	also	the	rest	of	the	Scriptures,	to	their	own	
destruction.	



¡  b)	Interpret	Scripture	with	Scripture.	
§  “The	Analogy	of	faith”	
§  	“Scripture	interprets	Scripture.”	
▪  1st	occurrence	=	the	total	Scripture.	
▪  2nd	occurrence	=	any	part	of	Scripture,	such	as	a	verse	or	passage.	
▪  Restated	the	principle	is:		The	entire	Scripture	is	the	context	and	guide	for	

understanding	any	particular	passage	of	Scripture.	



¡  b)	Interpret	Scripture	with	Scripture.	
§  2	Tim.	3:16	-	All	Scripture	is	inspired	by	God	and	profitable	for	teaching,	

for	reproof,	for	correction,	for	training	in	righteousness;			
§  1	Cor.	2:10-13;	2	Pet.	1:20-21	
§  Implications…	
▪  1)	Don’t	interpret	a	text	in	isolation	from	rest	of	Scripture.	
▪  2)	The	clear	should	interpret	the	obscure.	



¡  c)	Interpret	literally.	
§  The	grammatical-historical	method	
§  As	with	other	literature,	we	must	interpret	the	Bible	in	the	simplest,	

most	literal	sense,	unless	there	is	indication	in	the	context	not	to	do	
so.	

§  Implications…	
▪  1)	Context	rules.	
▪  2)	Pay	attention	to	the	words,	syntax,	culture,	and	history.	
▪  3)	Pay	attention	to	genres	(Fee	&	Stuart)	



¡  a)	Law	
¡  b)	Narrative	
¡  c)	Poetry		
¡  d)	Proverbs		
¡  e)	Prophecy	
¡  f)	Parables	
¡  g)	Epistles	



¡  1)	Interpret	based	on	
authorial	intent.	

¡  2)	Interpret	Scripture	with	
Scripture.	

¡  3)	Interpret	literally.	



¡  1)	Allegorizing		
¡  2)	Spiritualizing	or	

moralizing		
¡  3)	Proof-texting		
¡  4)	Using	a	narrative	as	

normative	
¡  5)	“Nationalizing”		
¡  6)	Cultural	back-loading		

¡  7)	Literalizing		
¡  8)	Dogmatizing		



¡  1)	Preparation		
¡  2)	Observation	
¡  3)	Meditation		
¡  4)	Interpretation	
¡  5)	Evaluation	
¡  6)	Application	



¡  1)	Preparation	–	preparing	your	tools	and	your	heart	for	
study.	

¡  2)	Observation	–	observing	the	details	of	the	text	to	
determine	what	it	really	says.	

¡  3)	Meditation	–	thinking	deeply	about	the	text	to	understand	
it	and	to	plan	how	to	do	it.	

¡  4)	Interpretation	–	using	generally	accepted	principles	to	
decide	what	the	text	actually	means.	

¡  5)	Evaluation	–	comparing	your	interpretation	against	the	
interpretation	of	others.	



¡ 1)	Compare	your	interpretation	of	all	supporting	passages	
against	several	good	study	Bibles.	
¡ MSB,	ESV,	&	NIV	

¡ 2)	Compare	your	interpretation	of	the	primary	text	and	major	
supporting	passages	against	the	best	commentaries	for	that	
biblical	book.	



¡  Multi	volume	series	
§  Keil	&	Delitzch	on	the	OT	
§  Tyndale	series	on	the	OT	&	NT	
§  William	Hendricksen/Kistemaker	on	the	NT	
§  Pillar	New	Testament	Commentaries	(PNTC)	
§  New	International	Commentary	on	the	NT	(NICNT)	
§  New	International	Greek	Testament	Commentary	(NIGTC)	
§  Word	Biblical	Commentary	(Word)	–	but	not	very	conservative.	



¡  Individual	commentaries	on	particular	books	
§  1)	Appendix	in	Gordon	Fee’s	How	to	Read	the	Bible	for	All	It’s	
Worth	

§  2)	Commentaries	for	Biblical	Expositors	by	Jim	Rosscup.	
§  3)	NT	Commentary	Survey	by	DA	Carson.	
§  4)	The	Minister’s	Library	by	Cyril	Barber.	
§  5)	www.bestcommentaries.com		



¡  1)	They	provide	good	models	of	interpretation.	
¡  2)	They	help	with	difficult	passages.	
¡  *3)	They	provide	a	check	against	novel	or	erroneous	

interpretations.	
¡  4)	They	provide	additional	insights,	illustrations,	and	

applications.	



¡  1)	Never	use	them	in	place	of	your	own	study.	
¡  2)	Never	use	them	before	your	own	study	(except	to	help	

mark	the	paragraph	or	stanza).	
¡  3)	Don’t	accept	their	authority	as	the	final	authority.	
¡  4)	For	evaluation,	avoid	the	merely	devotional	ones.	
¡  5)	Watch	for	guesses	and	conjectures	without	evidence.	



A.  Preparation	
B.  Observation	

§  1.	Remember	the	Big	Picture.	
§  2.	Research	the	Book’s	General	Introduction.	
§  3.	Read	through	the	Book	Multiple	Times.	
§  4.	Identify	the	Paragraphs	(Prose)	or	Stanzas	

(Poetry).	
§  5.	Analyze	the	Syntax.	
§  6.	Identify	a	Preliminary	Theme.	
§  7.	Make	Observations	and	Ask	Questions	of	the	Text.	
§  8.	Look	up	All	Proper	Nouns.	
§  9.	Look	up	Cross	References.	
§  10.	Study	the	Key	Words.	
§  11.	Survey	the	Historical	Context.	
§  12.	Establish	the	Theological	Context.	

	



C.  Meditation	
D.  Interpretation	
E.  Evaluation	
F.  Application	



¡  1)	Preparation		
¡  2)	Observation	
¡  3)	Meditation		
¡  4)	Interpretation	
¡  5)	Evaluation	
¡  6)	Application	



¡  The	consistent	message	of	Scripture	is	that	God	intends	the	
teaching	of	His	Word	be	applied.	
§  John	13:17	-	"If	you	know	these	things,	you	are	blessed	if	you	do	them.			
§  Rom.	15:4		
§  1	Cor.	10:11	
§  Jam.	1:22	-	Prove	yourselves	doers	of	the	word,	and	not	merely	hearers	

who	delude	themselves.			



¡  2	Tim.	3:16-17	-	All	Scripture	is	inspired	by	God	and	
profitable	for	teaching,	for	reproof,	for	correction,	for	
training	in	righteousness;	17	so	that	the	man	of	God	
may	be	adequate,	equipped	for	every	good	work.			

¡  1)	Teaching	
§  What	does	the	passage	teach?	
§  To	whom	did	it/does	it	apply?	
§  Has	it	been	changed	by	subsequent	revelation?	



¡  2)	Reproof	
§  Does	this	passage	confront	errors	in	my	beliefs?	
§  Does	this	passage	confront	errors	in	my	thinking	or	
behavior?	

¡  3)	Correction	
§  Does	this	passage	identify	changes	I	should	make	in	my	
beliefs?	

§  Does	this	passage	identify	changes	I	should	make	in	my	
thinking	or	behavior?	



¡  4)	Training	in	Righteousness	
§  Are	there	instructions	in	this	passage	to	me	as	God’s	child	
that	I	am	to	put	into	practice?	



¡  1)	Should	flow	from	authorial	intent	
§  Thinking	to	change?	
§  Commands	to	obey?	
§  Examples	to	follow?	
§  Sins	to	confess	and	forsake?	
§  Errors	to	avoid?	
§  Emotions	to	be	felt?	
§  Promises	to	believe?	
§  Ideas	about	God	to	praise?	



¡  1)	Should	flow	from	authorial	intent	
¡  2)	Should	distinguish	between	commands	to	specific	

individuals	or	groups	and	those	universally	given.	
¡  3)	Should	carefully	distinguish	between	what	the	Bible	

records	and	what	it	approves.	



¡  4)	Should	be	carefully	made	from	narrative…	
§  a)	The	comments	of	the	narrator;		
▪  E.g.,	2	Ch.	16:12	-	In	the	thirty-ninth	year	of	his	reign	Asa	became	
diseased	in	his	feet.	His	disease	was	severe,	yet	even	in	his	disease	he	
did	not	seek	the	LORD,	but	the	physicians.			

§  b)	The	words	of	the	main	characters.	
§  c)	The	purpose	of	the	entire	book.	
§  d)	God’s	direct	assessment	or	application	in	context.	



¡  5)	Should	only	embrace	the	promises	made	to	us.	
§  a)	Is	the	promise	universal	in	scope?	
▪  E.g.,	Rev.	22:17	-	The	Spirit	and	the	bride	say,	"Come."	And	let	the	one	who	hears	

say,	"Come."	And	let	the	one	who	is	thirsty	come;	let	the	one	who	wishes	take	the	
water	of	life	without	cost.			

§  b)	Is	the	promise	personal?	
▪  E.g.,	Acts	18:9-10	-	And	the	Lord	said	to	Paul	in	the	night	by	a	vision,	"Do	not	be	

afraid	any	longer,	but	go	on	speaking	and	do	not	be	silent;	10	for	I	am	with	you,	and	
no	man	will	attack	you	in	order	to	harm	you,	for	I	have	many	people	in	this	city."		

▪  E.g.,	John	14:26	-	"But	the	Helper,	the	Holy	Spirit,	whom	the	Father	will	send	in	My	
name,	He	will	teach	you	all	things,	and	bring	to	your	remembrance	all	that	I	said	
to	you.	

▪  Cf.		John	16:12-15				



¡  c)	Is	the	promise	conditional?	
§  E.g.,	Jam.	4:8	-	Draw	near	to	God	and	He	will	draw	near	to	you.		

¡  d)	Is	the	promise	timeless?	



¡  Focusing	the	claims	of	
truth	on	our	own	lives
—So	what?	

¡  Suggesting	ways	and	
means	to	implement	
the	truth—How?	

¡  Pointing	out	the	
motivation—Why?	



1.  Making	the	timeless	principles	you	derive	from	the	text	
or	your	application	have	the	same	authority	as	God’s	
explicit	commands.	

2.  Failing	to	distinguish	between	cultural	commands	and	
timeless	commands.	

3.  Artificially	identifying	timeless	commands	as	culturally	
conditioned.	

4.  Applying	personal	convictions	rather	than	the	authorial	
intent.	

5.  Failing	to	apply	the	truth	to	your	life	at	all.	



1.  What	did	the	author	want	the	original	readers	to	do	in	
response	to	this	passage?	

2.  What	are	we	supposed	to	do	in	response	to	this	passage?	
3.  Why	are	we	supposed	to	do	what	this	passage	teaches?		
4.  What	are	some	practical	ways	or	means	to	do	what	this	

passage	teaches?	



¡  E.g.,	Ex.	20:14	–	“You	shall	not	commit	adultery.”	
§  1)	Original	readers:		God	expressly	forbids	His	people	to	have	a	sexual	

relationship	with	someone	who	is	not	their	spouse.	
§  2)	Authorial	Intent:		I	may	not	enter	into	a	sexual	relationship	with	

anyone	who	is	not	my	spouse.	
§  2)	Authorial	Intent:		I	may	not	allow	myself	to	desire	a	sexual	

relationship	with	someone	who	is	not	my	spouse.	
§  3)	Motivation:		N/A	
§  4)	Ways	&	Means:		Not	allowing	close	relationships	with	members	of	the	

opposite	sex	who	are	not	my	spouse.	
§  4)	Ways	&	Means:		Not	being	alone	in	potentially	intimate	situations	

with	members	of	the	opposite	sex.	


