Just Like Him
The Promise of Glorification

The Ordo Salutis

(adapted from R. Reymond)
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I. The OT Hope
A. Clear OT Statements
l

l
l

l

l

Job 19:25-26 – "As for me, I know that my Redeemer lives,
And at the last He will take His stand on the earth. "Even after
my skin is destroyed, Yet from my flesh I shall see God;
Ps. 49:15 – God will redeem my soul from the power of Sheol,
For He will receive me.
Ps. 73:24-25 – With Your counsel You will guide me, And
afterward receive me to glory. Whom have I in heaven but
You? And besides You, I desire nothing on earth.
Is. 26:19 – Your dead will live; Their corpses will rise. You who
lie in the dust, awake and shout for joy, For your dew is as the
dew of the dawn, And the earth will give birth to the departed
spirits.
Dan. 12:2 – "Many of those who sleep in the dust of the
ground will awake, these to everlasting life, but the others to
disgrace and everlasting contempt.

I. The OT Hope
B. NT Comments on the OT Believer’s Hope
l

Heb. 11:10, 13-16, 19

C. The Mindset of First-century Jews
l

l

John 11:23-24 – Jesus said to her, "Your brother
will rise again." 24 Martha said to Him, "I know that
he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day."
Acts 24:15 – having a hope in God, which these
men cherish themselves, that there shall certainly
be a resurrection of both the righteous and the
wicked.

II. The Stages of Glorification
B.

At Death – the perfection of the soul
l
l

Heb. 12:23 – [in heaven are] the spirits of the
righteous made perfect.
Phil. 1:21-23 – For to me, to live is Christ and to die
is gain. 22 But if I am to live on in the flesh, this will
mean fruitful labor for me; and I do not know which
to choose. 23 But I am hard-pressed from both
directions, having the desire to depart and be with
Christ, for that is very much better;

II. The Stages of Glorification
B.

At the Return of Christ – the redemption of the
body
l
l

1 Th. 4:14-17
1 Cor. 15:12-58
l

l

1 Cor. 15:51-52 – Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not
all sleep, but we will all be changed, 52 in a moment, in the
twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will
sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we
will be changed.
1 Cor. 15:22-23 – as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all
will be made alive. 23 But each in his own order: Christ the
first fruits, after that those who are Christ's at His coming.

II. The Stages of Glorification
B. At the Return of Christ – the redemption of the body
l

Other references
l

l

l
l

l

John 5:28-29 – "Do not marvel at this; for an hour is coming, in
which all who are in the tombs will hear His voice, 29 and will
come forth; those who did the good deeds to a resurrection of life,
those who committed the evil deeds to a resurrection of judgment.
John 6:39-40 – "This is the will of Him who sent Me, that of all that
He has given Me I lose nothing, but raise it up on the last day. 40
"For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the
Son and believes in Him will have eternal life, and I Myself will
raise him up on the last day."
John 6:44 – "No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent
Me draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day.
Rom. 8:11 – if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead
dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also
give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in
you.
2 Cor. 5:1-10

III. The Nature of
our Resurrected Bodies
A. The Direct Teaching of 1 Cor. 15:35-50
l
l
l
l

Imperishable (15:42)
In glory (15:43)
In power (15:43)
A spiritual body (15:44)

III. The Nature of
our Resurrected Bodies
B. The Comparison with Christ’s Glorified Body
l
l
l
l

Recognizable but different (John 20:20, 27)
Able to eat but apparently without hunger (Luke 24:41-43)
Able to move through matter but still be touched (John 20:26)
Continuity with our old bodies yet new
l

l

l

Rom. 8:11 – He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also
give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in
you.
1 Cor. 15:37-38 – that which you sow, you do not sow the body
which is to be, but a bare grain, perhaps of wheat or of something
else. 38 But God gives it a body just as He wished, and to each of
the seeds a body of its own.
1 Cor. 15:51-52 – the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be
raised imperishable, and we will be changed.

III. The Nature of
our Resurrection Bodies
C. The Circumstances of Heaven
l

Rev. 21:4 – He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and
there will no longer be any death; there will no longer be any
mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed
away."

IV. The Application of
Glorification
l
l
l
l

l

Don’t lose heart in doing what’s right (1 Cor.
15:58)
Purify yourself (1 John 3:2-3)
Think like a Christian about aging & death (2
Cor. 4:16—5:10)
Grieve over the death of believing family and
friends, but don’t do it as those who have no
hope or comfort (1 Th. 4:13-18).
Live in eager expectation of your own
glorification (Phil. 3:11).

The Great Debate
Calvinism vs. Arminianism

I. The History of the Debate
n
n
n
n

A.
B.
C.
D.

The Early Church Fathers
Augustine vs. Pelagius
The Reformers
The Synod of Dort

D. The Synod of Dort
n

Jacob Arminius, professor of theology, the
University of Leyden in Holland (1602-1609).
n
n

n

In 1609, Arminius died.
In 1610, his followers drew up “five articles of faith” based on what he
had taught.

A national synod was called to meet in Dort on
November 13, 1618 to examine the views of
Arminius.
n
n
n
n

There were 84 Dutch delegates and 27 from various German states,
Switzerland, England, and Scotland.
After 154 sessions over 7 months, the synod reached a decision.
They unanimously rejected Arminius’ teaching.
They also wrote a document that responded point by point to the five
articles of Arminius—The Five Points of Calvinism.

E. The Chief Proponents
Calvinism

n
n

n

n

Labels: Calvinism; Doctrines of Grace; Sovereign grace;
Reformed
Men: Augustine, Luther, Calvin, Zwingli, Matthew Henry,
Jonathan Edwards, Charles Spurgeon, Martyn Lloyd-Jones.
Denominations/Groups: Presbyterians, Baptists, Bible
Churches, etc.

Arminianism

n
n
n
n

Labels: Arminian; Wesleyan; semi-pelagian
Men: Wesley
Denominations/Groups: Methodists, Baptists, Wesleyan,
Pentecostals, Church of the Nazarene, etc.

II. The Crux of the Debate
A. Who initiates salvation in the human heart?

n
n
n
n

Arminianism: “Man initiates; God responds.”
Calvinism: “God initiates; man responds.”
Rom. 8:29-30

B. Who is sovereign over salvation?

n
n
n

n

n

God? Or man?
Has God done everything He can do to secure man’s
salvation and now He sits back hoping that man will choose
Christ?
Or did God choose in eternity past who He would and does
He in time, in spite of their depravity and inability, draw them
to Christ?
John 6:44 – "No one can come to Me unless the Father who
sent Me draws him.”

II. The Crux of the Debate
n

C. Who accomplishes regeneration?
n

Does God the Holy Spirit regenerate the sinner
first, unaided by human effort or cooperation?
n

n

Does man have to cooperate with the Holy
Spirit to accomplish regeneration?
n

n

Monergism – mono = one; ergon = work; “one
working.”

Synergism – syn = together; ergon = work;
“working together.”

Eph. 2:1-5

III. The Specific Issues in the
Debate
n

A. A Summary
n
n
n

n
n

T = Total Depravity
U = Unconditional Election
L = Limited Atonement
I = Irresistible Grace
P = Perseverance

Radical Depravity
Sovereign Grace
Definite
Atonement
Effectual Grace
Perseverance

Human Ability Total Depravity
n
n
n

n
n

n

n
n

Man is affected by the fall, but not
helpless.
God graciously enables every sinner to
repent and believe.
Each sinner possesses a free will, and
his eternal destiny depends on how he
uses it.
Man's will is not enslaved to his sinful
nature.
The sinner has the power to either
cooperate with God's Spirit and be
regenerated or resist God's grace and
perish.
The lost sinner needs the Spirit's
assistance, but he does not have to be
regenerated by the Spirit before he can
believe.
Faith is man's act and precedes the new
birth.
Faith is the sinner's gift to God; it is
man's contribution to salvation.

n
n
n
n

n

n

n

Because of the fall, man is unable of
himself to savingly believe the gospel.
The sinner is dead, blind, and deaf to
the things of God.
His heart is deceitful and desperately
corrupt.
His will is in bondage to his evil
nature, therefore, he will not -- he
cannot -- choose good over evil in the
spiritual realm.
Consequently, the Spirit must make
the sinner alive and give him a new
nature, so he can believe.
Faith is not something man
contributes to salvation but is itself a
part of God's gift of salvation.
It is God's gift to the sinner, not the
sinner's gift to God.

Election
Conditional
Unconditional
n

n

n

n

n

n

God chose certain individuals unto
salvation before the foundation of the
world.
He selected only those whom He
knew would of themselves freely
believe the gospel.
Election therefore was determined by
or conditioned upon what man would
do.
The faith which God foresaw and upon
which He based His choice was not
given to the sinner by God but
resulted solely from man's will.
God chose those whom He knew
would, of their own free will, choose
Christ.
The sinner's choice of Christ, not
God's choice of the sinner, is the
ultimate cause of salvation.

n

n

n

n

n

n

God chose certain individuals unto
salvation before the foundation of the
world.
His choice was not based on any
foreseen response or obedience on
their part, such as faith, repentance,
etc.
On the contrary, God gives faith and
repentance to each individual whom
He selected.
Election therefore was not determined
by or conditioned upon any virtuous
quality or act foreseen in man.
Those whom God sovereignly elected
He brings through the power of the
Spirit to a willing acceptance of Christ.
God's choice of the sinner, not the
sinner's choice of Christ, is the
ultimate cause of salvation.

Atonement
Universal
Particular
n

n

n

n

Christ's redeeming work made it
possible for everyone to be saved
but did not actually secure the
salvation of anyone.
Although Christ died for all men
and for every man, only those
who believe in Him are saved.
His death enabled God to pardon
sinners on the condition that they
believe, but it did not actually put
away anyone's sins.
Christ's redemption becomes
effective only if man chooses to
accept it.

n

n

n

n

Christ's redeeming work was
intended to save the elect only
and actually secured salvation for
them.
His death was a substitutionary
endurance of the penalty of sin in
the place of certain specified
sinners.
Christ's redemption secured
everything necessary for their
salvation, including faith which
unites them to Him.
The gift of faith is infallibly applied
by the Spirit to all for whom Christ
died, thereby guaranteeing their
salvation.

Resistible
n

n
n
n

n
n

Grace

The Spirit calls inwardly all those who
are called outwardly by the gospel
invitation.
He does all that He can to bring every
sinner to salvation.
But inasmuch as man is free, he can
successfully resist the Spirit's call.
The Spirit cannot regenerate the
sinner until he believes; faith (which is
man's contribution) precedes and
makes possible the new birth.
Until the sinner responds, the Spirit
cannot give life.
God's grace, therefore, is not
invincible; it can be, and often is,
resisted and thwarted by man.

n

n

n
n

n

Effectual

In addition to the outward general call
to salvation which is made to
everyone who hears the gospel, the
Holy Spirit extends to the elect a
special inward call that inevitably
brings them to salvation.
The external call (which is made to all
without distinction) can be and often
is, rejected; the internal call (which is
made only to the elect) always results
in conversion.
By means of this special call the Spirit
irresistibly draws sinners to Christ.
The Spirit graciously causes the elect
sinner to cooperate, to believe, to
repent, to come freely and willingly to
Christ.
God's grace, therefore, is invincible; it
never fails to result in the salvation of
those to whom it is extended.

Falling From Grace Perseverance
n

n

Those who believe
and are truly saved
can lose their
salvation by failing to
keep up their faith, etc.
All Arminians have not
been agreed on this
point.

n

n

All who were chosen
by God, redeemed by
Christ, and given faith
by the Spirit are
eternally saved.
They are kept in faith
by the power of
Almighty God and
thus persevere to the
end.

According to Arminianism:
n

Salvation is accomplished through the combined
efforts of God and man -- man's response being
the determining factor. God has provided
salvation for everyone, but His provision becomes
effective only for those who, of their own free will,
choose to cooperate with Him and accept His
offer of grace. At the crucial point, man's will plays
a decisive role; thus man, not God, determines
who will be the recipients of the gift of salvation.

According to Calvinism:
n

Salvation is accomplished by the almighty power
of the Triune God. The Father chose a people,
the Son died for them, the Holy Spirit makes
Christ's death effective by bringing the elect to
faith and repentance, thereby causing them to
willingly obey the gospel. The entire process is
the work of God and is by grace alone. Thus God,
not man, determines who will be the recipients of
the gift of salvation.

Which Does Our Church Believe?
n

Our Elders unanimously agree …
n
n

a) That God is sovereign in salvation.
b) That the issue of limited atonement or
definite atonement will not become a divisive
issue in this church.

Points of Agreement between
Calvinists & Arminians
n
n
n

Not everyone will be saved.
A free offer of the gospel can be made to
all.
Christ’s substitutionary death is sufficient
to save all men.

My Own Perspective
n

n

Universal aspects of the atonement:
n 1) Common grace
n 2) Compassion
n 3) Admonition to repent
n 4) The gospel invitation
Definite: substitution
n The issue is: what was the intended result in the mind of
God?
n Did Christ die as a substitute in the place of every unbeliever,
even those who will end up being eternally condemned?
n Did he pay for their sins fully upon the cross, forever satisfying
the wrath of God against their sins.

Other Terminology in the Debate
n

Pelagian – a heresy named after a fifth
century British monk who denied that Adam’s
sin brought guilt and corruption to mankind;
he saw no need for salvation; man’s free will,
helped by the Law of God and the example
of Christ, has the power to choose holiness;
later came to refer to those who thought man
could decide to be saved without any divine
assistance.

Other Terminology in the Debate
n

Semi-pelagian – the flawed teaching that the
fall injured man but did not leave him spiritually
dead; he needs the assistance of divine grace,
by which they mean, the influence of the Spirit
using the Word; the human will cooperates with
the Holy Spirit in regeneration.

Other Terminology in the Debate
n

Hypercalvinist – a distorted view of
Calvinism that usually denies the need for
evangelism and that the gospel can be
legitimately offered to all men.

Helpful Resources
n
n
n
n

Chosen By God – R. C. Sproul
The Five Points of Calvinism – Steele, Thomas, &
Quinn
The Doctrines of Grace – James Montgomery Boice
On Definite Atonement:
n

n

From Heaven He Came and Sought Her – David
Gibson
The Death of Death in the Death of Christ – John
Owen

The Implications
n
n
n

Monergistic salvation exalts God’s grace
(Eph. 1:5-6)
Monergistic salvation humbles us before
God (1 Cor. 1:26-29)
Monergistic salvation exalts God’s glory
(1 Cor. 1:30-31)

Charles Spurgeon
“It is no novelty, then, that I am preaching; no new doctrine. I
love to proclaim these strong old doctrines, that are called by
nickname, Calvinism, but which are surely and verily the
revealed truth of God as it is in Christ Jesus.
“By this truth I make a pilgrimage into the past, and as I go, I
see father after father, confessor after confessor, martyr after
martyr, standing up to shake hands with me…. Taking these
things to be the standard of my faith, I see the land of the
ancients peopled with my brethren; I behold multitudes who
confess the same as I do, and acknowledge that this is the
religion of God’s own church.”

