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Common Description  
of a Christian 
•  Rom. 1:6-7 - among whom you also are 

the called of Jesus Christ; to all who are 
beloved of God in Rome, called as saints. 

•  1 Cor. 1:2 - To the church of God which is 
at Corinth, to those who have been 
sanctified in Christ Jesus, saints by 
calling. 

•  Gal. 1:6 - I am amazed that you are so 
quickly deserting Him who called you by 
the grace of Christ, for a different gospel; 



Common Description  
of a Christian 
•  Eph. 4:1, 4 - Therefore I, the prisoner of 

the Lord, implore you to walk in a manner 
worthy of the calling with which you have 
been called … you were called in one 
hope of your calling. 

•  Phil. 3:13-14 - Brethren, I do not regard 
myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one 
thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and 
reaching forward to what lies ahead, I 
press on toward the goal for the prize of 
the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.  



Common Description  
of a Christian 
•  Col. 3:15 - Let the peace of Christ rule in 

your hearts, to which indeed you were 
called in one body. 

•  2 Th. 1:11 - To this end also we pray for 
you always, that our God will count you 
worthy of your calling. 



I. The Biblical Words 

A.  Naming someone 

B.  Calling someone to a task or state of life 

C.  Extending an invitation or command to 
salvation that may be sinfully disregarded 

D.  God’s drawing people into a saving 
relationship with Himself 



II. The Two Calls 
A.  General 

–  Berkhof –  “the presentation and offering of 
salvation in Christ to sinners, together with 
an earnest exhortation to accept Christ by 
faith, in order to obtain the forgiveness of 
sins and life eternal.” 



The Elements of the 
General Call 
•  1) Outward or external but genuine 

–  Is. 1:18-20 - "Come now, and let us reason 
together," Says the LORD, "Though your sins are 
as scarlet, They will be as white as snow; Though 
they are red like crimson, They will be like wool. 19 

"If you consent and obey, You will eat the best of 
the land; 20 "But if you refuse and rebel, You will be 
devoured by the sword." Truly, the mouth of the 
LORD has spoken. 

–  Ezek. 18:30-32 
–  Luke 13:34 - "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city 

that kills the prophets and stones those sent to 
her! How often I wanted to gather your children 
together, just as a hen gathers her brood under 
her wings, and you would not have it! 



The Elements of the 
General Call 
•  2) Universal 

–  Is. 45:22 - "Turn to Me and be saved, all the 
ends of the earth; For I am God, and there is no 
other. 

–  Is. 55:1 - "Ho! Every one who thirsts, come to 
the waters; And you who have no money come, 
buy and eat. Come, buy wine and milk without 
money and without cost. 

–  Matt. 11:28 - "Come to Me, all who are weary 
and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. 

–  Rev. 22:17 - The Spirit and the bride say, 
"Come." And let the one who hears say, "Come." 
And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one 
who wishes take the water of life without cost. 



The Elements of the 
General Call 

•  3) Can be—and often is—rejected. 
– Matt. 22:1-14; Luke 14:16-24 



II.  The Two Calls 
B. Effectual 

–  Grudem:   
•  “an act of God the Father, speaking through the human 

proclamation of the gospel, in which he summons 
people to himself in such a way that they respond in 
saving faith.” 

–  Westminster Confession:   
•  “All those whom God hath predestinated unto life, and 

those only, He is pleased, in His appointed and 
accepted time, effectually to call, by His Word and 
Spirit, out of that state of sin and death in which they 
are by nature, to grace and salvation by Jesus Christ; 
enlightening their minds spiritually and savingly to 
understand the things of God; taking away their heart of 
stone, and giving unto them a heart of flesh; renewing 
their wills, and, by His almighty power determining them 
to that which is good; and effectually drawing them to 
Jesus Christ;  yet so as they come most freely, being 
made willing by His grace. 



II.  The Two Calls 
B.  Effectual 

–  Characteristics: 
•  1) Specific (or particular) 
•  2) Inward 
•  3) Efficacious (or effective) 

–  Rom. 8:29  
–  John 6:44  



II.  The Two Calls 
B.  Effectual 

–  Characteristics: 
•  4) Immutable 

–  Rom. 8:29-30 - Those whom He 
foreknew, He also predestined to become 
conformed to the image of His Son, so 
that He would be the firstborn among 
many brethren; 30 and these whom He 
predestined, He also called; and these 
whom He called, He also justified; and 
these whom He justified, He also glorified. 

–  Rom. 11:29 - for the gifts and the calling 
of God are irrevocable.  



II.  The Two Calls 
B.  Effectual 

–  Characteristics: 
•  5) Holy 

–  Rom. 1:7 - to all who are beloved of 
God in Rome, called as saints.  



Illustrations 

 
•  An Illustration that is NOT the Effectual 

Call:  the raising of Lazarus (John 
11:39-43) 

•  Specific Illustrations of the Effectual Call: 
–  Paul (Acts 9:1-9; cf.  26:19) 

–  Lydia (Acts 16:14) 
•  Acts 16:14 - A woman named Lydia, from the city of 

Thyatira, a seller of purple fabrics, a worshiper of 
God, was listening; and the Lord opened her heart 
to respond to the things spoken by Paul. 



 
III.  The Logistics  
of the Effectual Call 
  
A.  The One Who Calls:  God the Father 

–  Rom. 1:6-7; 8:28, 30; 1 Cor. 1:2, 9, 24; Gal. 
1:15; Heb. 9:15; Jude 1 

–  2 Tim. 1:8-9 - Do not be ashamed of the 
testimony of our Lord or of me His prisoner, 
but join with me in suffering for the gospel 
according to the power of God, 9 who has 
saved us and called us with a holy calling, 
not according to our works, but according to 
His own purpose and grace which was 
granted us in Christ Jesus from all eternity. 



 
III.  The Logistics  
of the Effectual Call 
  
B.  The Means He Uses:  the Gospel 

–  2 Th. 2:13-14 - But we should always give 
thanks to God for you, brethren beloved by 
the Lord, because God has chosen you from 
the beginning for salvation through 
sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the 
truth.  It was for this He called you through 
our gospel, that you may gain the glory of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 



IV.  The Application 
A.  Make sure of your calling (2 Pet. 1:10). 
B.  Be faithful to deliver the external call—

the gospel (Rom. 10:14-15). 
C.  Trust God to use your sharing of the 

gospel to effectively call those He has 
chosen (Acts. 16:14). 

D.  Remember why you were called (Rom. 
8:28). 



D.  Remember Why You 
 Were Called 

•  1) To be holy. 
–  Rom. 1:6-7 – called as saints 
–  Phil. 3:13-14 –I press on toward the goal for 

the prize of the upward call of God in Christ 
Jesus. 

–  1 Th. 4:7 – For God has not called us for the 
purpose of impurity, but in sanctification. 

–  2 Tim. 1:9 – who has saved us and called us 
with a holy calling 

–  1 Pet. 1:15 – but like the Holy One who called 
you, be holy yourselves also in all your 
behavior 



D.  Remember Why You 
 Were Called 

•  2) To have fellowship with Christ. 
–  1 Cor. 1:9 – God is faithful, through whom you 

were called into fellowship with His Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

•  3) To enjoy freedom. 
–  Gal. 5:13 – For you were called to freedom, 

brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an 
opportunity for the flesh, but through love 
serve one another. 

•  4) To have peace in our relationships with 
fellow believers. 
–  Col. 3:15 – Let the peace of Christ rule in your 

hearts, to which indeed you were called in one 
body; and be thankful. 



D.  Remember Why You 
 Were Called 

•  5) To live a life of proclamation and praise. 
–  1 Pet. 2:9 – But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A 

royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A 
PEOPLE FOR God's OWN POSSESSION, so 
that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him 
who has called you out of darkness into His 
marvelous light. 



D.  Remember Why You 
 Were Called 

•  6) To persevere in the faith, even in 
suffering for Christ. 
–  1 Pet. 2:20-21 – For what credit is there if, 

when you sin and are harshly treated, you 
endure it with patience? But if when you do 
what is right and suffer for it you patiently 
endure it, this finds favor with God. For you 
have been called for this purpose, since Christ 
also suffered for you, leaving you an example 
for you to follow in His steps. 



D.  Remember Why You 
 Were Called 

•  7) To receive the kingdom of God, eternal 
life, and the glory of heaven. 
–  1 Th. 2:12 – walk in a manner worthy of the 

God who calls you into His own kingdom and 
glory. 

–  1 Tim. 6:12 – take hold of the eternal life to 
which you were called. 

–  1 Pet. 5:10 – After you have suffered for a little 
while, the God of all grace, who called you to 
His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, 
confirm, strengthen and establish you. 



The Biltmore House 



Twice Born:   

 
the Miracle of 

Regeneration 



Regeneration is not: 
•  1) Self-reformation 
•  2) The addition of a new element to a 

man 
•  3) The change of one or more 

faculties of the fallen nature 
•  4) The perfecting of the fallen nature 



Regeneration & Effectual 
Calling 
Grudem:  “as the gospel comes to us 
(general calling), God speaks through it to 
summon us to himself (effective calling) and 
to give us new spiritual life (regeneration) so 
that we are enabled to respond in faith.  
Effective calling is thus God the Father 
speaking powerfully to us, and regeneration 
is God the Father and God the Holy Spirit 
working powerfully in us, to make us alive.” 



I.  The Necessity of 
 Regeneration 

A. We are blind (3:3). 

B. We are flesh (3:6). 

C. We are powerless (3:5). 



II. Definitions of 
 Regeneration 

•  To regenerate means “to impart life.” 
•  Millard Erickson:  “the communication of divine life to 

the soul…as the impartation of a new nature…or 
heart…and the production of a new creation.” 

•  Reymond:  “it is the subconscious implanting of the 
principle of the new spiritual life in the soul, effecting 
an instantaneous change in the whole man, 
intellectually, emotionally, and morally, and enabling 
the elect sinner to respond in repentance and faith to 
the … public proclamation directed to his conscious 
understanding and will.” 

•  Grudem:  “a secret act of God in which he imparts 
new spiritual life to us.” 



III.  The Biblical Illustrations  
 of Regeneration 

A. Birth  
– John 3:1ff 

B. Creation 
– 2 Cor. 5:17; Gal. 6:15; Eph. 2:10; 4:24 

C. Resurrection 
– Eph. 2:1-6; Col. 2:13; cf.  Rom. 4:17 



A Change in Every 
Faculty of the Soul 

•  A new mind that can understand 
the things of God (1 Cor. 2:16) 

•  A new heart that can love God 
(Rom. 5:5) 

•  A new will that longs to obey God 
(Rom. 6:1-13) 



 
IV.  The Characteristics  

 of Regeneration 
 A.  A Divine Act 

–  John 1:13 – who were born, not of blood 
nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of 
man, but of God. 

–  Eph. 2:5 – even when we were dead in 
our transgressions, made us alive 
together with Christ (by grace you have 
been saved), 

–  Jam. 1:18 – In the exercise of His will He 
brought us forth by the word of truth, so 
that we would be a kind of first fruits 
among His creatures. 



 
IV.  The Characteristics  

 of Regeneration 
 
A.  A Divine Act 

–  1 Pet. 1:3 – Blessed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
according to His great mercy has caused 
us to be born again to a living hope 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead, 

–  Cf.  1 John 2:29; 3:9; 4:7; 5:1; 5:4; 5:18 – 
born of God. 



 
IV.  The Characteristics  

 of Regeneration 
 A.  A Divine Act 

–  God regenerates through the 
instrument of His Word! 
•  James 1:18 - In the exercise of His will He 

brought us forth by the word of truth, so 
that we would be a kind of first fruits 
among His creatures. 

•  1 Pet. 1:23 - for you have been born 
again not of seed which is perishable but 
imperishable, that is, through the living 
and enduring word of God. 



 
IV.  The Characteristics  

 of Regeneration 

A.  A Divine Act 
–  John 3:1ff 
–  Ezek. 36:26-27  

B. An Inscrutable Act 
C. An Instantaneous Act 



 
V.  The Results  

 of Regeneration 
 A. The defilement of our heart was 

cleansed. 
–  Ezek. 36:25-26 
–  John 3:5 
–  Titus 3:5 

B. God enabled us to see and to enter 
His kingdom by faith. 
–  John 3:3 
–  John 3:5 



C. God enabled us to believe in Christ. 
–  John 1:12-13 
–  1 John 5:1  

D. God enabled us to obey God and to 
avoid a life of sin. 
–  1 John 2:29 
–  1 John 3:9 
–  1 John 5:3-4 
–  1 John 5:18 

 
V.  The Results  

 of Regeneration 



E. God enabled us to love others. 
–  1 John 4:7 

F.  We began to produce the character 
qualities that come with the Spirit. 
–  Gal. 5:22-23 

 
V.  The Results  

 of Regeneration 



Charles Wesley 

“Long my imprisoned spirit lay 
Fast bound in sin and error’s night; 
Thine eye diffused a quickening ray, 

I woke, the dungeon flamed with light; 
My chains fell off, my heart was free, 

I rose, went forth, and followed Thee.” 
 


