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I. A Desperate Need for Christ’s Mercy (46)

Mark 10:46-52





An 8-mile wide flat plain on the west of the
Jordan River, in the Jordan rift valley.
Two great distinctions…

◦ 1) Along with Damascus, it is one of the oldest
continually inhabited cities on ear th.
◦ 2) At 825 feet below sea level, it is the lowest city
on the planet.
 In the 17 miles from Jericho to Jerusalem you travel up
3300 feet in elevation.
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Jericho looking east with tell in foreground
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-Kypros is visible in background-

Jericho pool with steps



I. A Desperate Need for Christ’s Mercy (46)
◦ Cf. Matt. 20:29 – as they wer e going out from
Jer icho.
◦ Luke 18:35 – as He was appr oaching Jericho.

Herod's palace at Jericho
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Tell es-Samrat

◦ Cf. 10:32 – those who wer e fearful.
◦ Cf. 15:40-41

“Monastery of Temptation”



Tell Jericho

Jesus and the 12
Other disciples from Galilee
Pilgrims traveling to Jerusalem for Passover
The curious from the old city of Jericho

Jericho aerial f rom north



OT



◦ Lev. 19:14 - 'You shall not curse a deaf man, nor
place a stumbling block before the blind, but you
shall r evere your God; I am the LORD.
◦ Deut. 27:18 - 'Cur sed is he who misleads a blind
per son on the r oad.' And all the people shall say,
'Amen.'





I. A Desperate Need for Christ’s Mercy (46)
II. A Desperate Cry for Christ’s Mercy (47-48)
◦ Luke 18:36-37 - Now hear ing a crowd going by, he
began to inquire what this was. They told him that
Jesus of Nazar eth was passing by.

Jesus

◦ E.g., Luke 7:21 - At that ver y time He cured many
people of diseases and afflictions and evil spirits;
and He gave sight to many who were blind.





The scribes and the Pharisees were angry
when Jesus allowed the children at the
Triumphal Entry to refer to Him as “the Son of
David” (Matt. 21:15-16).
In 2 Sam. 7:8-16, God had promised David
that one of his sons, one of his descendants,
would sit on his throne forever.
◦ The Jews under stood that was a r eference to the
coming Messiah.





Matt. 12:22-24*
Mark 12:35-37





I. A Desperate Need for Christ’s Mercy (46)
II. A Desperate Cry for Christ’s Mercy (47-48)
III. A Personal Experience of Christ’s Mercy
( 49-52a)
◦ Cf. Luke 18:40 - And Jesus stopped and
commanded that he be br ought to Him.



IV. A Delight in Christ’s Mercy (52b)

◦ Luke 18:43: Immediately he r egained his sight and
began following Him, glorifying God; and when all
the people saw it, they gave praise to God.
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1) Recognize your true spiritually blind,
helpless and hopeless condition.
2) Acknowledge that Jesus of Nazareth is all
that He claimed to be and that He is your only
source of help.
3) Place your complete trust and confidence
in Jesus alone.
◦ a) Chr ist’s willingness to help him.
◦ b) Chr ist’s ability to help him.






◦ James Edwar ds: “faith that does not lead to
discipleship is not saving faith. Whoever asks of
Jesus must be willing to follow Jesus even on the
uphill r oad to the cross.”



4) Cry out and keep on crying out to God to
show you mercy.
5) Expect opposition to your seeking Jesus.

6) True salvation initiates a lifetime of
following Jesus and seeking to bring glory to
God.

7) Jesus welcomes all who truly come to Him,
even if others don’t think He will care.
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