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Authority to Forgive

Mark 2:1-12
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Mark 2:1—3:6

A series of five short narratives 

The key issues 

1) Jesus’ claim to forgive sins (2:1-12)

2) Jesus’ companionship with sinners (2:13-17)

3) Jesus’ unwillingness to keep their traditions 
(2:18-22)

4) Jesus’ violation of their Sabbath regulations 
(2:23-3:6)

The disciples picking & eating grain (2:23-28)

Jesus heals on the Sabbath (3:1-6)
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A. The Capernaum Context (1-2)

B. Five Desperate Men (3-4)

C. An Unexpected Outcome (5)

I. The Healing 
of a Paralyzed Sinner (1-5)
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I. The Lesson of a Sovereign 
Savior (6-12)

A. The Religious Leaders’ Response (6-7)

2:6 But some of the scribes were sitting there and 
reasoning in their hearts, 7 "Why does this man 
speak that way? He is blaspheming; who can forgive 
sins but God alone?“

“Some of the scribes”

John 1:19 - This is the testimony of John, when the 
Jews sent to him priests and Levites from Jerusalem to 
ask him, "Who are you?"

Luke 5:17 - One day He was teaching; and there were 
some Pharisees and teachers of the law sitting there, 
who had come from every village of Galilee and Judea 
and from Jerusalem; and the power of the Lord was 
present for Him to perform healing.
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The Scribes 

The Scribes arose from the time of 
Ezra.

Their responsibility was:

To copy the Law

To interpret the Law (oral tradition, 
eventually recorded in the Mishnah by 
200 AD)

To teach the Law
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The Pharisees 

The Pharisees arose from a group in the time of Antiochus 
Epiphanes (175-165 BC), called the Hasidim.
Pharisee probably comes from Aramaic word meaning 
“separated ones.”

Arose to oppose attempts to introduce Greek, pagan 
elements into the Jewish culture.
Josephus – only about 6000 at the time of Christ.

Pharisee defined your relationship to the law or to the 
Scriptures.

Viewed it as crucial and as sufficient.
Interpreted it literally
Saw themselves as its defenders and preservers.
Committed to its study

The Pharisees were primarily scribes.
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Their Reasoning

Major premise:  God alone can 
forgive sins.

Minor premise:  Jesus is not God.

Conclusion:   Jesus claim to forgive is 
blasphemy of the true God.
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II. The Lesson of a Sovereign 
Savior (6-12)

A. The Religious Leaders’ Response (6-7)
B. Jesus’ Unique Authority (8-11)

2:8 – Immediately Jesus, aware in His spirit that 
they were reasoning that way within 
themselves, said to them, "Why are you 
reasoning about these things in your hearts?
2:9 – "Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, 
'Your sins are forgiven'; or to say, 'Get up, and 
pick up your pallet and walk '? 
2:10 –"But so that you may know that the Son 
of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins "-- 
2:11 – "I say to you, get up, pick up your pallet 
and go home."
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II. The Lesson of a Sovereign 
Savior (6-12)

A. The Religious Leaders’ Response 
(6-7)

B. Jesus’ Unique Authority (8-11)

C. The Amazing Results (12)
2:12a – And he got up and immediately 
picked up the pallet and went out in the 
sight of everyone,

2:12b – so that they were all amazed 
and were glorifying God, saying, "We 
have never seen anything like this."
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Three Powerful Conclusions 

1) Jesus has the authority to forgive 
sins.

2) Jesus exercises the right to forgive 
based solely on His own sovereign 
decision.
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Three Powerful Conclusions

3) Jesus is God.
Jesus is either…

God, mad, or bad.

Liar, lunatic, or Lord.

The evidence

i) the title He chooses:  Son of Man
Its origin:  8:38; 13:26; 14:62

Dan. 7:13-14

A title of the divine Messiah.

Cf. Mark 14:62; Matt. 26:64

ii) the attribute He uses:  divine omniscience

iii) the authority He claims:  authority to forgive


