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Follow Me!

Mark 1:16-20

The Structure

• 1) The Circumstances
• 2) The Call
• 3) The Response

I.  The Call to Serve Christ
Example #1 – Peter & Andrew (16-18)

• The Circumstances (16)
– 1:16a – As He was going 

along by the Sea of Galilee

The Sea of Galilee

• A large, freshwater lake
• 13.5 miles long by 7.5 miles wide
• Fed by the northern end of the Jordan River
• 695 ft below sea level
• Also called:

– Sea of Tiberias
– Sea of Kinnereth (Harp sea) – because of its shape
– Lake of Gennesaret

• Much of Jesus’ ministry occurred along the north 
shore

• Backdrop for Mark 1:16 – 8:26
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Sea of Galilee northern shore Tabgha harbor

The Primary Industry

• Fishing!
• Three types…

– Sardines
– Barbels

• Like a carp
– Musht (at right)

• Blue tilapia
• Known today as "St. 

Peter's Fish”

Boat near Tiberias shoreline

I.  The Call to Serve Christ
Example #1 – Peter & Andrew (16-18)

• The Circumstances
– 1:16b – He saw Simon and Andrew, the 

brother of Simon, casting a net in the sea; for 
they were fishermen.

Simon & Andrew

– Originally from Bethsaida (John 1:44)
– Moved to Capernaum, near the synagogue
– Simon Jesus gave the name Peter

• Cf. Mark 3:16
– Jewish

• Greek names
• Open to at least limited Greek influences

– Peter had married.
– Mother-in-law lived in Peter’s home
– Fishermen by trade
– Had a successful fishing business

• Peter owned his own boat (Luke 5)
• Had partners (Luke 5)
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Cast net

• The Call (17)
– 1:17 – And Jesus said to them, "Follow Me, 

and I will make you become fishers of men."

I.  The Call to Serve Christ
Example #1 – Peter & Andrew (16-18)

Past History

• Jesus had first met these men, shortly after His baptism.
• More than a year before.
• Cf. John 1:35-40

– 35-40 – two disciples of John the Baptist
• Andrew
• 1 Unnamed
• Tradition says it was John the brother of James

– 41-42 – Peter
– 43-44 – Philip
– 45-51 – Nathaniel

• If he is eventually one of the 12, he may possibly also be called 
Bartholomew.

• Or it’s possible that he is not one of the 12 and is otherwise not 
mentioned in Scripture.

Past History

• Traveled with Jesus into Galilee for a family wedding 
(John 2:2)

• Traveled with Jesus at times as he ministered during that 
first year

• Were with Him at the end of the first 8 months in Judea
– Cf. John 3:22; 4:1-4

• Traveled with Him as He leaves Judea to start His 
ministry in Galilee.
– Cf. John 4:8, 27

• Not mentioned again until after Jesus is rejected in 
Nazareth and moves to Capernaum.
– Luke 4:16, 30, 31

• Conclusion:  although they knew and had previously 
traveled with Jesus, these men had returned to their jobs 
and homes at some point before this encounter.

Present & Future

• Now Jesus asks these four men to accompany Him for part of His 
ministry around Galilee.
– Mark 1:16-20; cf. Matt. 4:18-22

• Jesus then begins a preaching tour of Galilee with these 4 men.
• After this Galilean Tour, these four men return yet again to their 

homes, families, and businesses.
• There is a second call of these four men.

– Luke 5:1-11
– Not the same event as Mark 1:16-20 (or Matt. 4:18-22)

• 1) Clear from the order of events in Luke.
• 2) Clear from differences in details.

– In Luke, Peter & Andrew are fishing from a boat.
– In Luke, Jesus enters the boat.
– In Luke, there is a great catch of fish.
– In Luke, they permanently leave their businesses.

• Shortly after this second call, they are included in the 12 apostles 
Jesus appointed (Mark 3:16-18).

The Uses of “Follow Me”

• 1) Of the initial call to conversion
– John 1:43 – The next day He purposed to go into Galilee, and He found 

Philip. And Jesus said to him, “Follow Me.”
– Mark 8:34 - He summoned the crowd with His disciples, and said to 

them, "If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and 
take up his cross and follow Me.

– Mark 10:21 - Looking at him, Jesus felt a love for him and said to him, 
"One thing you lack: go and sell all you possess and give to the poor, 
and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me."

• 2) Of a call to service
– Mark 1:17, 20

• 3) Of a call to full-time ministry
– Luke 5:11 - When they had brought their boats to land, they left 

everything and followed Him.
• 4) Of a call to continued faithfulness

– John 21:19 - Now this He said, signifying by what kind of death he 
would glorify God. And when He had spoken this, He said to him, 
"Follow Me!"

– John 21:22 - Jesus said to him, "If I want him to remain until I come, 
what is that to you? You follow Me!"
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• The Response (18)
– 1:18 - Immediately they left their nets and 

followed Him.

I.  The Call to Serve Christ
Example #1 – Peter & Andrew (16-18)

II. The Call to Serve Christ
Example #2 – James & John (19-20)

• The Circumstances (19)
– 1:19 – Going on a little farther, He saw 

James the son of Zebedee, and John his 
brother, who were also in the boat mending 
the nets.

James & John 

• Commercial fishermen 
• James

– always first (two exceptions)
– probably the oldest
– Old English form (Wycliffe) for Jacob
– 1st apostle to die as a martyr (Acts 12:1-2)

• John
– the disciple whom Jesus loved
– part of the inner circle
– Wrote gospel and three inspired letters
– Last apostle to die—at the end of the first century on 

the island of Patmos

Sons of Zebedee

• A successful and influential family
• Known and respected in Jerusalem, even to the 

high priest (John 18:15)
• The family of Zebedee formed a partnership with 

Andrew and Simon.
– Cf. Luke 5:10 - James and John, sons of Zebedee, 

who were partners with Simon. 

First century boat model at En Gev
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First century boat model at En Gev First century boat model at En Gev

The trammel net James & John

– Their mother
• Probably Salome
• The sister of Mary, Jesus’ mother

– Cf. Mark 15:40
– Cf. Matt. 27:55-56 with John 19:25

– If so, Jesus was their cousin.

• The Call (20a)
– 1:20 - Immediately He called them.

• The Response (20b)
– 1:20b - and they left their father Zebedee in 

the boat with the hired servants, and went 
away to follow Him.

II. The Call to Serve Christ
Example #2 – James & John (19-20)

iii. The Call to Serve Christ
Application – All Mark’s Readers

• What this passage teaches us about Christ
– 1) He delights in using ordinary people for 

extraordinary tasks.
• France:  “the kingdom of God [that Jesus is preaching] 

comes not with fanfare but through the gradual gathering of 
a group of socially insignificant people in an unnoticed 
corner of provincial Galilee.”

• 1 Cor. 1:26-27
• 2 Cor. 4:7 – we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so 

that the surpassing greatness of the power will be of God 
and not from ourselves.

– 2) He demands absolute submission to His will.



6

• What this passage teaches us about Christ
– 3) He equips His disciples for the tasks He assigns.
– 4) He requires a willingness to leave everything to 

follow Him.
• Cf. Luke 5:1-11; Matt. 19:27-30; Mark 10:28-31

– 5) He demands that our loyalty be first and foremost 
to Him.

• Luke 14:25-26 - large crowds were going along with Him; 
and He turned and said to them, 26 "If anyone comes to 
Me, and does not hate his own father and mother and wife 
and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his 
own life, he cannot be My disciple.

• Matt. 10:37 - "He who loves father or mother more than Me 
is not worthy of Me; and he who loves son or daughter 
more than Me is not worthy of Me.

– 6) He decides the role that each of His followers will 
fill.

iii. The Call to Serve Christ
Application – All Mark’s Readers

• What this passage teaches us about our 
responsibilities.

– 1) Jesus and His kingdom must be our highest 
priority.

– 2) We must be actively serving Jesus Christ, even if 
we are not serving Him full-time.

– 3) We must be characterized by obedience to Jesus 
Christ.

• Cf. John 10:4, 27; 12:26
– 4) We must be actively seeking to bring others to 

Jesus Christ.
– 5) Jesus still calls people today.

• To faith and repentance
• To follow Him
• And they too must respond to Jesus.

iii. The Call to Serve Christ
Application – All Mark’s Readers


