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Then I Saw a 
Great White Throne

From The Old Testament

• Ps. 96:13—the LORD…is coming, For He is 
coming to judge the earth. He will judge the 
world in righteousness And the peoples in His 
faithfulness.

• Eccl. 12:14 —For God will bring every act to 
judgment, everything which is hidden, whether it 
is good or evil.

From The New Testament

• Matt. 12:36—"But I tell you that every careless word 
that people speak, they shall give an accounting for it in 
the day of judgment.

• Acts 17:30-31—"Therefore having overlooked the 
times of ignorance, God is now declaring to men that all 
people everywhere should repent, because He has fixed 
a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness."

• Rom. 2:5-7*
• 2 Tim. 4:1— I solemnly charge you in the presence of 

God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and 
the dead.

• Heb. 9:27

Jesus Christ Himself 
• Hell is used 12x in the NT. 
• 11x of those are from the lips of Christ 

Himself.
• 12 of His 36 parables speak about coming 

judgment.

Proof from Past Judgments
• 2 Pet. 2:4-9

– 1) if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but 
cast them into hell and committed them to pits of 
darkness, reserved for judgment…

– 2) and did not spare the ancient world, but…brought a 
flood upon the world of the ungodly…

– 3) and condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah 
to destruction by reducing them to ashes…

– then the Lord knows how … to keep the unrighteous 
under punishment for the day of judgment.

Not Always in this World
• Mal. 2:17—"Where is the God of justice?"

• Mal. 3:14-15—"You have said, 'It is vain to serve God; 
and what profit is it that we have kept His charge, and 
that we have walked in mourning before the LORD of 
hosts? 'So now we call the arrogant blessed; not only 
are the doers of wickedness built up but they also test 
God and escape.'"

• The testimony of Scripture:
– 1) Not one sin will ever undermine God’s justice.
– 2) Not one sin will ever escape God’s notice.
– 3) Not one sin will ever go unpunished.
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The Purpose of the 
Judgment

• Berkhof:  “The assumption…that the final 
judgment is for the purpose of ascertaining what 
should be the future state of man, is entirely 
erroneous.

• “It will serve the purpose rather of displaying 
before all rational creatures the declarative glory 
of God in a formal, forensic act, which magnifies 
on the one hand His holiness and 
righteousness, and on the other hand, His grace 
and mercy.”

The 
Great White Throne 

Judgment

The Day of Judgment (11a)
• “Then I saw…”

– The Second Coming (19:11-18)
– Armageddon (19:19-21)
– The Binding of Satan (20:1-3)
– The Millennium (20:4-6)
– Satan’s final rebellion (20:7-10)
– The Great White Throne Judgment (20:11-15)
– New Heaven & New Earth (21-22)

• Summary:  the chronology of Rev. 19-22 places 
this judgment after the Millennium but before the 
New Heaven and a New Earth.

The Place of Judgment 
(11a)

• Great – its majesty
• White – its purity & justice
• A Throne – its sovereign decisions

The Judge (11b)
• Then I saw a great white throne and Him who 

sat upon it.
– Rev. 22:1, 3 – “the throne of God and of the Lamb”

• Judgment is the special work of the Son.
– John 5:22— "For not even the Father judges anyone, but He 

has given all judgment to the Son.
– John 5:26-27— "For just as the Father has life in Himself, 

even so He gave to the Son also to have life in Himself; and He 
gave Him authority to execute judgment, because He is the Son 
of Man.

– Acts 10:42— "He ordered us to preach to the people, and 
solemnly to testify that this is the One who has been appointed 
by God as Judge of the living and the dead.

– Acts 17:31— He has fixed a day in which He will judge the 
world in righteousness through a Man whom He has appointed, 
having furnished proof to all men by raising Him from the dead."

The Judge (11b)
• “From whose presence earth and heaven 

fled away.”
• “And no place was found for them.”

– This universe will be totally, completely 
destroyed.

– Cf. 2 Pet. 3:10-13
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The Judged (12-13)
• Fallen angels (Matt. 8:29; 2 Pet. 2:4; Jude 

6).
• The Unbelieving Dead

– 12 – “I saw the dead…standing before the 
throne.”

– Cf. 20:5 – “the rest of the dead did not come 
to life”

– All unbelieving sinners
– 12 – “the small and the great”

Where Do They Come 
From?

• 1) Death – all those who have died but not 
yet resurrected in the 1st resurrection.

• 2) Hades
– Refers either 

• a) to hell
• b) to the state of death which both believers and 

unbelievers enter when life is over, that is the 
grave.

• 3) The Sea

The Standard of Judgment
• 1) The Law of God

– Matt. 7:21-23— "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' 
will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will 
of My Father who is in heaven will enter. "Many will say to 
Me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your 
name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your 
name perform many miracles?' And then I will declare to 
them, 'I never knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO 
PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS.'

– Rom. 2:11-16 – both the written law and the law written on 
every man’s conscience.

– Rom. 3:19-20— Now we know that whatever the Law says, 
it speaks to those who are under the Law, so that every 
mouth may be closed and all the world may become 
accountable to God; because by the works of the Law no 
flesh will be justified in His sight; for through the Law comes 
the knowledge of sin.

The Standard of Judgment
• 2) “The books were opened” (Rev. 20:12)
• “And the dead were judged from the things which were 

written in the books, according to their deeds.”
• It includes:

– 1) Their actions 
• This is obvious from the word deeds (20:12-13).

– 2) Their words
• Matt. 12:26— "But I tell you that every careless word that people 

speak, they shall give an accounting for it in the day of judgment.
• Luke 12:2-3— "But there is nothing covered up that will not be 

revealed, and hidden that will not be known. "Accordingly, 
whatever you have said in the dark will be heard in the light, and 
what you have whispered in the inner rooms will be proclaimed 
upon the housetops.

– 3) Their thoughts, attitudes, and motives
• Rom. 2:16— on the day when, according to my gospel, God will 

judge the secrets of men through Christ Jesus.

The Standard of Judgment
• “And another book was opened, which is 

the book of life.” (Rev. 20:12)
• Dan. 12:1; Mal. 3:16; Luke 10:20; Phil. 4:3; 

Heb. 12:23.
• 6x in Revelation:  3:5; 13:8; 17:8; 20:12; 20:15; 

21:27
• A record of the elect 
• Rev. 13:8:  All who dwell on the earth will worship 

him, everyone whose name has not been written from 
the foundation of the world in the book of life of the 
Lamb who has been slain.

• Sweet:  the book of life “embodies the redemptive 
intentions of the Lamb’s sacrifice.”

The Sentence & Its 
Execution

• Rev. 20:14-15
• Just 
• Public 
• Unchangeable and eternal 
• One kind of death, in three manifestations:

– 1) spiritual death (Eph. 2:1)
– 2) physical death (Heb. 9:27)
– 3) second death (Rev. 20:14) 
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Implications
• It equips Christians to endure injustice 

here.
– Col. 3:25— For he who does wrong will 

receive the consequences of the wrong 
which he has done, and that without 
partiality.

– 1 Pet. 2:23 –while being reviled, [Christ] did 
not revile in return; while suffering, He 
uttered no threats, but kept entrusting 
Himself to Him who judges righteously.

Implications
• It enables us to forgive the worst of wrongs 

against us.
– Rom. 12:19— Never take your own revenge, 

beloved, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it 
is written, "VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL REPAY," 
says the Lord.

• It motivates us to concern for the lost.
– Ezek. 33:11 – "Say to them, 'As I live!' declares the 

Lord GOD, 'I take no pleasure in the death of the 
wicked, but rather that the wicked turn from his way 
and live. Turn back, turn back from your evil ways! 
Why then will you die, O house of Israel?'

Implications
• It is a warning for all unbelievers.

– Rom. 2:4-5— Or do you think lightly of the riches 
of His kindness and tolerance and patience, not 
knowing that the kindness of God leads you to 
repentance?  But because of your stubbornness 
and unrepentant heart you are storing up wrath for 
yourself in the day of wrath and revelation of the 
righteous judgment of God.

– Heb. 10:26-31*
– 2 Pet. 3:9— The Lord is not slow about His 

promise, as some count slowness, but is patient 
toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all 
to come to repentance.

Implications
• For Christians, it should fill our hearts 

with gratitude.
– Luke 10:20— "Nevertheless do not rejoice in 

this, that the spirits are subject to you, but 
rejoice that your names are recorded in 
heaven."


