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The Purpose of the Tribulation
•

To take back the earth from the usurper.
–

The Purpose of the Tribulation
•

Rev. 5:1
•
•

•

To bring redemption to Israel
–

John 12:31—"Now judgment is upon this world; now the
ruler of this world will be cast out.
Eph. 2:2 – in which you formerly walked according to the
course of this world, according to the prince of the power
of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of
disobedience.
1 John 5:19—We know that we are of God, and that the
whole world lies in the power of the evil one.

–

The Major Actors
Rev. 19:20—20:3

The Purpose of the Tribulation
•

–

•
–
–

–

To destroy false religion

Rev. 17-18 – Babylon the Great, the Mother of all harlots or
prostituted religion.

To punish Christ-rejecting people alive at that
time.

Is. 24:21—it will happen in that day, That the LORD will
punish the host of heaven on high, And the kings of the earth
on earth.
Is. 26:21—For behold, the LORD is about to come out from
His place To punish the inhabitants of the earth for their
iniquity; And the earth will reveal her bloodshed And will no
longer cover her slain.
Rev. 6:16-17—they said to the mountains and to the rocks,
"Fall on us and hide us from the presence of Him who sits on
the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb; 17 for the great
day of their wrath has come, and who is able to stand?"

•

Zech. 12:10— "I will pour out on the house of David
and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the Spirit of
grace and of supplication, so that they will look on
Me whom they have pierced; and they will mourn
for Him, as one mourns for an only son, and they
will weep bitterly over Him like the bitter weeping
over a firstborn.
Rom. 11:26— all Israel will be saved; just as it is
written, "THE DELIVERER WILL COME FROM ZION,
HE WILL REMOVE UNGODLINESS FROM JACOB."

The Beast (19:20)

–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–

Introduction: Rev. 13:1-8
The political & military leader of the final world
empire
Satan dominated and controlled
Aka:
The Little Horn (Dan. 7:8, 21-26)
The Little Horn (Dan. 8:23-25)
The Prince who is to come (Dan. 9:24-27)
The Willful King (Dan. 11:36-45)
The Man of Lawlessness (2 Th. 2:3-11)
Antichrist (1 John 2:18)
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The Major Actors
Rev. 19:20—20:3
•

The False Prophet (19:20)
– Introduction: Rev. 13:11-17—the beast
from the earth
– The religious & spiritual leader of the final
world empire
– Persecutes believers (Rev. 13:15-18) and
promotes the worship of Antichrist with
counterfeit signs
– Aka: the False Prophet (Rev. 16:13; 19:20;
20:10)

The Major Actors
Rev. 19:20—20:3
•

The Lamb

The Major Actors
Rev. 19:20—20:3
•

The Dragon (20:2)
– Dragon = the vicious one who destroys; 13x
in the book
– Devil = slanderer
– Satan = adversary
– Serpent of old = identified with the fall

A Broad Timeline of the
Tribulation

– Identified in 5:5-6, 9-10
– God’s little pet lamb that had been killed

Its Basic Structure
•
•

7 Years, with some kind of significant
event at the mid-point.
Cf. Dan. 7:25; Matt. 24:21; Rev. 11:2-3;
12:14; 13:5

Its Beginning
• Shortly after the Rapture
• 2 Th. 2:1-3
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The Midpoint & the End
• Dan. 9:24-27

Seventy Weeks
• Seventy sevens
• Context = 70 units of seven years (490 years):
– 1) Daniel has been thinking about years (9:1-2).
– 2) Daniel has been thinking about why 70 years of
captivity.
• 490 years when Israel did not observe the Sabbatical year
• 70 years of exile
• another 490 years (or 70 weeks of years), until the coming of
Messiah the Prince.

– 3) If you use 490 days or 490 weeks, it is impossible to
fit the events described into that time frame.

Six Results
•
•
•
•
•
•

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)

To
To
To
To
To
To

finish the transgression
make an end of sin.
make atonement for iniquity
bring in everlasting righteousness
seal up vision and prophecy
anoint the most holy place

Which Decree?
• The first is impossible - the 483 years runs
out before Christ.
• The second has little or nothing to say
about rebuilding the city.
– 458 – 490 = 26 AD.
– Usually they date the crucifixion at A.D. 30
and put the termination of the 483 year
period at the baptism of Christ.

Which Decree?
• Decree of Cyrus
– 538 B.C. (Ezra 1:2-4; 6:3-5)

• Decree of Artaxerxes to Ezra
– 458 B.C. (Ezra 7:11-26)

• Decree of Artaxerxes to Nehemiah
– 444 B.C. (Neh. 2:5-8,17,18)

Which Decree?
• The third is the prevalent view among
premillennialists.
– The Coming Prince by Sir Robert Anderson and
Harold Hoehner
– Nehemiah 2:5
– Israel and most cultures at that time calculated based
on a 360 day year
• Anderson has the 69 weeks terminating precisely at the
triumphal entry (A.D. 32).
• Hoehner argues that the 483 years ended on the Triumphal
entry in 33 AD.
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The Threefold Division
•
•
•
•

7 weeks = 49 years
62 weeks = 434 years
Total: 69 weeks = 483 years
One final week = 7 years

The Famous 70th Week
– 2) The 70th week is still future.
• Arguments for [from Hoehner]:
• a) The six promises in 9:24 could not have all been fulfilled
at Christ’s death.
• b) Messiah was killed not during the 69th week but after.
• c) The person who confirms the covenant in 9:27 cannot be
Christ.
• d) Christ’s death did not cause the sacrificial system to cease
immediately.
• e) The abomination of desolation has not yet occurred.
• f) The person described in 9:27 corresponds well with the
person in Rev. 12-13 who has not appeared and has not
been judged as described in Rev. 19.

The Famous 70th Week
• Only two choices:
– 1) The 70th week began immediately
following the 69th week.

The Basic Timeline
• Start – the revelation of the Antichrist and
his covenant with Israel
• Mid-point – Antichrist will break that
covenant
• The End – the Return of Christ (Matt. 24:29;
Rev. 19:11ff)

Think About It
• Be courageous—because of God’s
power.
• Be certain—because of God’s plan.
• Be patient—because of God’s
patience.
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