Hurricane Camille

The Great Tribulation

The Approaching Storm
of God’s Wrath

The Nature of the Tribulation
•

The Key Words & Phrases

–
–
–
–
–

Tribulation (used generally)
English tribulation from the Latin tribulum

The Nature of the Tribulation
•

An agricultural tool for separating the husks from
the corn
The process =tribulatio
Greek for tribulation

•
•
•
•
•

Thlipsis

Literally, “a pressing together”
E.g., Matt. 24:9—"Then they will deliver you to tribulation,
and will kill you, and you will be hated by all nations
because of My name.
16x in the NT; 11x in this general sense
Cf. John 16:33; Rom. 2:9; 5:3; 8:35; 12:12; 1 Th. 1:6;
Rev. 1:9; 2:9, 10, 22.

Tribulation--Eschatological
• Matt. 24:21—"For then there will be a great tribulation, such as
•
•
•
•

The Key Words & Phrases
– Tribulation (used specifically in Eschatology)
– About 5x in the NT

has not occurred since the beginning of the world until now, nor
ever will.
Matt. 24:29—"But immediately after the tribulation of those days
THE SUN WILL BE DARKENED, AND THE MOON WILL NOT GIVE
ITS LIGHT, AND THE STARS WILL FALL from the sky, and the
powers of the heavens will be shaken.
Mark 13:19—"For those days will be a time of tribulation such as
has not occurred since the beginning of the creation which God
created until now, and never will.
Mark 13:24—"But in those days, after that tribulation, THE SUN
WILL BE DARKENED AND THE MOON WILL NOT GIVE ITS LIGHT,
Rev. 7:14— I said to him, "My lord, you know." And he said to
me, "These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation, and
they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of
the Lamb.

The Nature of the Tribulation
•

The Key Words & Phrases

–

Great Tribulation

•
•

3x in the NT

Matt. 24:21— "For then there will be a great tribulation,
such as has not occurred since the beginning of the world
until now, nor ever will.
–

•

•
•

Our Lord’s expression here is reminiscent of Dan. 12:1: "Now
at that time Michael, the great prince who stands guard over
the sons of your people, will arise. And there will be a time of
distress such as never occurred since there was a nation until
that time.

Rev. 7:14—I said to him, "My lord, you know." And he said
to me, "These are the ones who come out of the great
tribulation, and they have washed their robes and made
them white in the blood of the Lamb.
The whole 7-year period = the Tribulation
The second half = the Great Tribulation
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The Key Descriptions
• The human perspective:

The Key Descriptions
• The divine perspective:
– Day of
14:1)
– Day of
– Day of
– Day of
– Day of
– Day of
– Day of

– Birth pains (Is. 26:16-17; Matt. 24)
– Trouble, Day of Trouble, Time of Jacob’s
Trouble (Jer. 30:7; Dan. 12:1)
– Day of Distress (Zeph. 1:15)
– Day of Darkness, Gloom, & Clouds (Joel 2:2;
Zeph. 1:15)

Some Key Passages
•

Deut. 4:30—"When you are in distress and all these
things have come upon you, in the latter days you will
return to the LORD your God and listen to His voice.
Is. 24:1—27:13
Jer. 30:1-11 (especially 30:7)

•
•
–
–

•

Part of its purpose concerns ethnic Jews in their own land
(Jer. 30:3).
Cf. Dan. 11:41 – "He will also enter the Beautiful Land, and
many countries will fall; but these will be rescued out of his
hand: Edom, Moab and the foremost of the sons of Ammon.

Daniel 9:24-27 – Daniel’s 70th Week
–
–

Jesus in Olivet Discourse (Matt. 24:15; Mark 13:14)
Paul in discourse about the Day of the Lord (2 Th. 2:4)

Some Key Passages
• Rev. 6-19
– 6:12-17
– 11:18-19
– 14:10, 14-20
– 15:1, 7
– 16:1, 19
– 19:15

the Lord (Ezek. 30:3; Zeph. 1:7, 14; Zech.
Vengeance (Is. 34:8; 35:4; 61:2; 63:4)
Punishment (Is. 24:20-21)
Destruction (1 Th. 5:3)
Judgment (Rev. 14:7; 16:5; 19:2)
the Lord’s Anger (Zeph. 2:2-3)
Wrath or Lord’s Wrath (Zeph. 1:15, 18)

Some Key Passages
•

•
•
•
•
•

Dan. 12:1— "Now at that time Michael, the great
prince who stands guard over the sons of your people,
will arise. And there will be a time of distress such as
never occurred since there was a nation until that
time; and at that time your people, everyone who is
found written in the book, will be rescued.
Zeph. 1:14-18
Zech. 12-14
Matt. 24:15-31 (cf. Mark 13:14-27)
1 Th. 5:1-3
2 Th. 2:1-12

The Tribulation Applied
• 1) Be warned that the storm is coming and get
prepared.

– Rev. 7:14 – I said to him, "My lord, you know." And he said to
me, "These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation,
and they have washed their robes and made them white in the
blood of the Lamb.
– Matt. 3:7-12

• 2) Be grateful you belong to the Lamb and will never
face his wrath.

– Rom. 5:9— having now been justified by His blood, we shall be
saved from the wrath of God through Him.
– 1 Th. 1:10—to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised
from the dead, that is Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath to
come.
– Ps. 2:11-12
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