
1

He Is Good! God’s Goodness Defined
• Reymond:  “that perfection of the divine nature which 

prompts him to deal bountifully and kindly with all his 
creatures.”

• Grudem:  “God is the final standard of good, and that all 
that God is and does is worthy of approval.”

• Tozer:  “the goodness of God is that which disposes Him 
to be kind, cordial, benevolent, and full of good will 
toward men.  He is tenderhearted and of quick sympathy, 
and His unfailing attitude toward all moral beings is open, 
frank, and friendly.  By His nature He is inclined to bestow 
blessedness and He takes holy pleasure in the happiness 
of His people.”

God’s Goodness Expressed

• Benevolence or 
general goodness

• Love
• Grace
• Mercy
• Longsuffering or 

Patience

God’s Goodness Explained
• In Himself

– Ex. 33:19 - "I Myself will make all My goodness pass before you, 
and will proclaim the name of the LORD before you”

– Ps. 25:8 - Good and upright is the LORD.

– Ps. 34:8 - O taste and see that the LORD is good; How blessed is 
the man who takes refuge in Him!

– Ps. 100:5 - the LORD is good; His lovingkindness is everlasting 
And His faithfulness to all generations.

– Nah. 1:7 - The LORD is good, A stronghold in the day of trouble, 
And He knows those who take refuge in Him.

– Mark 10:18 (cf. Luke 18:19) - Jesus said to him, "Why do you 
call Me good? No one is good except God alone.

God’s Goodness Explained
• Toward His creation

– Ps. 119:68 - You are good and do good.

All Creation Universally

• Ps. 103

• Ps. 104

• Ps. 145:7-9; 13-16
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His Own People
• Ps. 31:19 - How great is Your goodness, Which You have stored 

up for those who fear You, Which You have wrought for those who 
take refuge in You, Before the sons of men!

• Ps. 34:10 – they who seek the LORD shall not be in want of any 
good thing.

• Ps. 84:11– No good thing does He withhold from those who walk 
uprightly.

• Lam. 3:25 - The LORD is good to those who wait for Him, To the 
person who seeks Him.

• Matt. 7:11 –"If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts 
to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven 
give what is good to those who ask Him!

• Rom. 8:28, 32 – we know that God causes all things to work 
together for good to those who love God, to those who are called
according to His purpose.

• Heb. 12:10 – He disciplines us for our good, so that we may share 
His holiness.

His Enemies
• Job 22:17-18 - They said to God, 'Depart from us!' … Yet He filled 

their houses with good things.
• Matt. 5:45 - He causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and 

sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.
• Acts 14:17
• Rom. 2:4 - do you think lightly of the riches of His kindness and 

tolerance and patience, not knowing that the kindness of God leads 
you to repentance?

• Neh. 9:35 - "But they [Israel and her kings], in their own kingdom, 
With Your great goodness which You gave them, With the broad and
rich land which You set before them, Did not serve You or turn from 
their evil deeds.

• Rom. 1:21 - even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as 
God or give thanks, but they became futile in their speculations, and 
their foolish heart was darkened.

God’s Goodness Applied

• It should strengthen our faith (Heb. 11:6).

• It should be the object of our praise and thanksgiving 
(Ps. 106:1; 107:1; 118:1, 29; 135:3; 136:1; Jer. 
33:11).

• It should cause us to fear God (Jer. 33:9; Hos. 3:5).

• It means that we must also do good to all (Matt. 5:45-
48; Gal. 6:10).

God’s Goodness Applied
• It should motivate us to encourage others to taste of the 

Lord’s goodness and to take refuge in Him (Ps. 34:8).
• It should compel us to cast our burdens upon the Lord 

(1 Pet. 5:7).
• It means that it is appropriate:

– to ask for God’s goodness (Neh. 13:31; Ps. 69:16; 109:21; 
119:39; 125:4).

– to let the Lord do what seems good to Him (1 Sam. 3:18; 2 
Sam. 10:12).

• We should anticipate God’s goodness throughout our 
lives (Ps. 23:6).

• We should anticipate God’s goodness throughout 
eternity (Jer. 31:12, 14).


