
Meet the Faculty 
 

The faculty of the Academy is comprised of many talented and experienced teachers who have 
a passion for both their art and to serve God. Most are actively involved in teaching – either 
privately, in their churches, or in the school systems. They represent many different churches, 
and all are deeply committed to sharing their expertise and their faith. 
 
JAMES ADAMS teaches Bookbinding. He completed his Bachelor of Music Composition at 
Indiana University and spent two years working at the Lingle Craig Preservation Lab rebinding 
and restoring books from all over the world. He and his family are currently starting a Christmas 
tree farm in Cicero. James attends Cornerstone Lutheran. He and his corgi, Clive, live in 
Noblesville and take care of their four goats on the farm. 
 
JACQUIE BANKS teaches Quilling. She earned her BA and MA from Butler University. She is 
retired from the Warren Township school system where she was an elementary art teacher and 
elementary art director for 32 years. Jacquie is a member and past president of the Calligraphy 
Guild of Indiana. She enjoys all arts and crafts, gardening, writing letters, and traveling. Jacquie 
and her husband, Randy, are members of Castleton Christian Church. 
 
DONNELL BRADLEY teaches sewing. After sewing over 40 years, Donnell opened and 
continues to operate Room to Sew, a sewing studio where kids (and adults) can learn to sew. 
She has degrees from Purdue University and Florida Atlantic University and taught in Lutheran 
school for more than 20 years. Donnell and her husband Patrick are disciples at Cornerstone 
Lutheran and live in Noblesville. 
 
ALICIA BROWN teaches Primary Movement. Mrs. Brown, previously Miss Hamaker, just got 
married a couple of weeks ago! Mrs. Brown leads the Children’s Choir at Cornerstone Fishers 
where she attends. She is a graduate of Butler University and has taught elementary music and 
middle school choir. This fall she is excited to be teaching at Harrison Hill Elementary in 
Hamilton Southeastern this fall. Mrs. Brown loves sloths, singing, and the ukulele. She is excited 
for her first year to be part of Fine Arts Academy!   
 
JENNIFER BUBP teaches Mixed Media. She earned her Bachelor of Arts in Visual Arts at 
DePauw University and her Master of Arts in Art Education from the Art Academy of Cincinnati. 
Jennifer is an art teacher and department chair at Carmel High School. She teaches art history, 
drawing, and painting to grades 9-12. Jennifer has three sons, Josh, Brett, and Caden. Her 
home church is Northview Church, where she serves on the Worship Arts Team. 
 
PAULA CALABRESE teaches Primary Theme and serves on the FAA Board. She and her 
family attend Cornerstone Lutheran Church in Fishers. Paula is a graduate of Purdue 
University's College of Education. She has taught in various grade levels over the years, 
working with children ranging in age from two-year-old preschoolers to third graders. You can 
currently find her welcoming families into the Play Area at Cornerstone in Fishers. 
 
CHELE DENNEY teaches Jr High Theme. She holds a FACS Education degree from 
Vincennes and Ball State University. She enjoys her work at Conner Prairie as a Livestock & 
Agricultural Specialist. She attends Prairie View Christian Church and loves volunteering in the 
toddler room. Chele resides in Fishers with her husband Todd, they have 2 daughters, Kelsea 
and Summer, and two cats named Zoey & Bean.  



 
LIZ EME is the Administrative Assistant for the Fine Arts Academy. Liz has degrees and 
experience in both event planning and education. She is a licensed teacher, currently teaching 
preschool in Fishers. Liz is actively involved in volunteering for various roles at CLC during 
service, Sunday school, and special yearly events at CLC. Liz and her husband, Ryan, and their 
kids, Elise (10), Edison (8), and Elliott (5) are disciples at Cornerstone Lutheran Church and 
reside in Fishers.  
 
LARK GURGANIOUS teacher Primary. She is an active member at Zion Lutheran Church in 
New Palestine. She has a BS in elementary education from Valparaiso University. Lark taught in 
Lutheran schools for three years and has homeschooled since 2008. She spent four summers 
counseling and program directing at Camp Lakeview during college. She and her husband, 
Brady, have four children, ranging in age from 17 to 7-years-old. 
 
BECCA HARTMANN teaches Intermediate Theme. Becca has an education degree from Ball 
State University and has worked with a variety of ages and grades. She cared for many young 
children for several years when she started an in-home daycare. She seeks to provide 
opportunities to expand kids learning and thinking. Becca is married to Dan, and they have two 
daughters, Hadley and Harper. Her free time is spent finding spaces to organize, listening to 
podcasts, and sharing new experiences with her family.  
 
ANDREW M. HIMELICK teaches Choir. Andy has been a music teacher in Carmel Clay 
Schools for 29 years and has been an assistant director with the Indianapolis Children’s Choir 
for 23 years. He earned his bachelor’s degree in Music Education from Butler University and is 
certified in both Kodály and Orff Schulwerk methodologies. He is an Endorsed Teacher Trainer 
with the Feierabend Association for Music Education. In 2006, he was awarded the Armstrong 
Teacher Educator Award through the Indiana University School of Education. In 2021 he was 
awarded the Indiana Music Education Association's Outstanding Elementary Music Educator. 
Andrew and his wife, Lori, have a son, Jaren, and a daughter, Jenna. They are members of 
Traders Point Christian Church. 
 
SUSIE GALI teaches Jr High Theme and Ukulele. She earned her Bachelor of Music Education 
from Butler University. After graduation, Susie traveled with a music ministry called Youth 
Encounter to share her faith through music in Ukraine, Romania, and eastern Germany. She 
then spent 6 years as a youth pastor at Trinity Church in Lake Geneva, Wisconsin. She 
currently is the music teacher, choir director, Spanish teacher and ELL teacher at Reek School, 
a K-8th grade school in Lake Geneva. She founded a competitive middle school show choir and 
ukulele club at her school. She teaches piano and clarinet privately and is an avid crochet 
enthusiast. She and her husband volunteer with children's ministry and the worship band at 
Trinity Church in Lake Geneva. 
 
JENNY HANDSHOE teaches Orff. Jenny is the K-8 Music teacher at Immaculate Heart of Mary 
School in Indianapolis, where she has been teaching General Music and Choir for the past 19 
years. She is also a piano accompanist for the Indianapolis Children’s Choir. Jenny has a 
Bachelor of Arts degree and a Master of Music Education degree from Anderson University. 
She is a certified Orff teacher and has taught Recorder for the Anderson University Orff 
Certification Levels for the past 14 years. Jenny has also completed Level I of Kodaly 
Certification. Jenny is a member of Venture Christian Church in Carmel, where she attends with 
her husband, James and their two kids, Clara (13) and Carter (10). 
 



BECKY HOLT teaches Handbells and Primary Handchimes. She earned her Bachelor of Music 
Education from Indiana University Fort Wayne and her Master of Music Education from Butler 
University. For ten years at Clay Junior High School, Becky taught choral music while 
establishing and developing the school's first handbell program. Currently, she directs the 
Handbell Ensemble at Second Presbyterian Church and the Wesleyan Ringers at St. Luke’s 
United Methodist Church. She also rings with the Circle City Ringers. Becky and her husband, 
Charles, have three young adult children and are members at Northside Baptist Church.  
 
CAMDEN LANCASTER teaches Hip Hop. Camden earned her bachelor’s degree in Dance 
Performance while attending Anderson University. She currently is a professional dancer with 
Gregory Hancock Dance Theatre. She also teaches dance at The Academy of Gregory 
Hancock Dance Theatre. Camden is excited to be a part of the Fine Arts Academy and worship 
God through dance.  
 
EMILY LANTZ teaches Drama. She has a bachelor's degree in elementary and special 
education from Anderson University. Currently, she teaches 2nd grade at Cherry Tree 
Elementary, where she has also directed the spring drama club. She resides in Noblesville with 
her husband, 5-year-old son and 2 year old daughter. Her home church is Grace Church of 
Noblesville. Emily has been in 12 theater productions in the community over the last 10 years, 
mostly at Booth Tarkington Civic Theatre in Carmel. She is excited to have the opportunity to 
meld her love of teaching and theater once more.  
 
NICOLE LEWIS teaches Primary Theme. I have taught preschool for 15 years. My family 
moved to Carmel in August of 2018, and I began teaching at Cornerstone in January of 2019! I 
have a BS in Rehabilitation Education from Pennsylvania State University. I am a disciple at 
Cornerstone and live in Carmel with my husband Bob. We have three children: Maggie who is 
22 and recently graduated from Ball State. Blake 19, who spent the last school year playing 
Junior hockey, and Hayden 18, a 2022 graduate from Culver Military Academy. 
 
MELISSA LUEPKE teaches Intermediate Theme. Melissa is passionate about walking with 
people to meet Jesus. She enjoys teaching children, youth and adults about the love and grace 
we have been given by Jesus! Melissa holds a BA in elementary education and Christian 
education from Concordia University in Chicago. She served at Cornerstone Lutheran Church 
as Director of Christian Education until 2019. Melissa currently serves at Holy Cross Lutheran 
School as Director of Development. Melissa is wife to Nate and mother to Danielle, Lukas, and 
Caleb. In her free time, she loves to read, run, cook, and adventure with her family. 
 
MIKE MCBRIDE teaches Drumming/World Percussion. He is the K-5 music teacher at Mohawk 
Trails Elementary School. Mr. McBride teaches general music, MTE Choirs, MTE Orff 
Ensemble, and the MTE International Folk Dance Ensemble. He earned his bachelor’s degree 
in Music Education from Taylor University, his master’s in music education from Anderson 
University, and is certified in both Kodály and Orff Schulwerk methodologies. Mr. McBride is the 
President of the Indiana Orff Schulwerk Association and serves with the Indiana Music 
Educators Association through Circle the State with Song Choral Festivals. In 2016 he was 
recognized as IMEA’s Outstanding Elementary Music Educator. In 2017 he was recognized as 
Teacher of the Year for Forest Glen Elementary School in Lawrence Township. He attends 
Northview Christian Church, loves hiking around the US, and lives in Lawrence with his wife and 
two children.  
 
LAURA MCCONDA teaches Culinary Arts. Once upon a time, she worked in business and 
technology after earning her degree from Taylor University. Once God blessed her and husband 



John with their kiddos, she picked up baking as a hobby, a way to express creativity and to 
supplement their income. Now she homeschools her kids and offers her expertise in the kitchen 
to their homeschool co-op. Laura lives in Noblesville and attends Cornerstone Lutheran in 
Carmel with her husband and five kiddos. 
 
ANNA MOODY is the Co-Director of the Fine Arts Academy. She moved to Indianapolis to 
attend Butler University to study Violin and Music Education. This spring completed her 12th 
year teaching and 5th year at Cherry Tree Elementary where she teaches K-5 general music, 
Choir, Orff Ensemble and takes students to the Indiana Honor Choir and Circle the State with 
Song Festival. Mrs. Moody and her husband are disciples at Cornerstone Lutheran Church, and 
she also leads the Children’s Choir Orff Program. Their family resides in Noblesville with their 
daughter Charlotte and dog Kona. Family, faith, music, and exercise are Mrs. Moody’s 
passions.  
 
SAM MOODY is the Co-Director of the Fine Arts Academy. Since graduating from Butler 
University in 2010, he has enjoyed his career as a middle school teacher. After nine years 
teaching English, this school year was Sam's third as an AVID teacher and coordinator at 
Creekside Middle School. Over his time in education, Sam has directed numerous musicals and 
other school productions. He resides in Noblesville with his wife, Anna, and their miniature 
dachshund, Kona and their one-year-old daughter. His home church is Cornerstone Lutheran. 
 
JENNIFER MIDKIFF teaches Harp. She has her B.A. in music education from Luther College, 
her M.M. in choral conducting from Butler University, and is currently pursuing certification as a 
Certified Music Practitioner (providing therapeutic music at the bedside in hospital and hospice 
settings). Jennifer serves at First Christian Church of Noblesville as their Director of Music and 
teaches general music and choir at Holy Cross Lutheran School in Indianapolis, as well as 
teaching private harp, voice, and piano lessons. She has been playing the harp professionally 
since playing her first wedding in 1995 and plays for all types of events. She and her husband 
Phil live in Noblesville with their two teens, Max and Kade.  
 
JUDI MORRISSON teaches Primary Theme. She earned her Bachelor of Arts degree at 
Hanover College. Judi has been a member of Cornerstone Lutheran Church for over 25 years. 
She worked and enjoyed time with the Cornerstone Preschool program for 15 years. Judi is 
married to Scott and mother to three grown children and grandmother to two grandbabies. Her 
favorite hobbies are time with family, being outside and playing golf or tennis. 
 
DAVE REED teaches Woodworking. Dave earned his bachelor’s degree in Mechanical 
Engineering from Southern Illinois University. He is retired from AT&T and enjoys designing and 
building furniture and serving in a variety of support roles at Carmel Lutheran and other local 
churches. Dave and his wife, Sharon, have two married children and four grandchildren. His 
home church is Cornerstone Lutheran Church. 
 
TISH REED teaches Painting/Drawing and Advanced Painting. Tish is a local artist/painter 
whose work can be seen at galleries in Carmel and Fishers. She lives in Carmel, with her 
husband, Chris, and 3 children - Caleb, Aidan, and Scarlett. She earned her Bachelor of Fine 
Art and Design from IU, Bloomington and worked as a Graphic Designer for a number of years. 
She loves the opportunity to work with children.  
 
RICH STOLT teaches Painting & Drawing and Primary Art. Rich is known for speaking like 
Kermit the Frog, but serves God daily as an art teacher at Allisonville Elementary. He earned his 
B.A. in Art Education at Anderson University and his master’s at The Art Academy in Cincinnati. 



Rich shows his art at different art galleries across Indianapolis as an open dialogue of the 
brokenness in our world, which greatly needs Jesus. His favorite Bible verse is Ephesians 2:10. 
 
MATTHEW VINCENT teaches Cartooning and Digital Cartooning. When not working at FAA, he 
is the Sr. Visual Communications Specialist for Onebridge, helping tell stories with data that 
engages their audience. He loves drawing for kids and telling stories through children’s books, 
comics, and illustrations. 
 
JAN WILLIAMS is the Founder of the Fine Arts Academy. Jan earned a Bachelor in Music 
Education at University of Evansville and a Master of Music at Eastman School of Music. She is 
now retired from the Director of Women’s Ministry at her home church, Cornerstone Lutheran, 
and has a passion for Bible study. She and her husband, Bruce, have three children, one 
daughter-in-law, one son-in-law, and two grandchildren.  
 
ISABEL WINKELMAN teaches Photography. She is an incoming freshman at Purdue 
University. She has a passion for learning, teaching, and expressing creativity through art such 
as photography and creative writing.  
 
JILL WINKELMAN teaches Jewelry. She is a homeschooling mom to her four kids Isabel, 
Henry, Charlie, and Oliver. She owns a photography business, Pix by Jill and loves all things 
creative. She managed one of the largest bead and jewelry stores in the United States, where 
she gained her jewelry making skills. Jill lives with her husband, Kurt, in Noblesville and is a 
disciple at Cornerstone Lutheran Church.  
 
 


