
What’s the goal here? 
This is an opportunity to share the fun and excitement of VBS with your friends and neighbors 
who might not be ready to take the step of coming to VBS or attending a worship service. You 
don’t have to teach them a Bible lesson or a Sunday school class to do that! This is designed to 
be an easy, comfortable, hassle-free way for you to invite your neighbors to something they’ll 
be excited to attend where you can have fun together and they’ll get a little taste of the hope 
and confidence we have in Jesus. 
 
What’s included? 
This kit should have everything you need to make your neighbor party a success… 

• Craft supplies for as many children as you’ll invite (Let Pastor Jason know how many you 
need) 

• A link to a video that will show you how to do the craft project, as well as VBS music that 
you can use to liven up your event if you wish (You don’t have to do a sing-along, but it 
might be fun to have it playing in the background) 

• Helpful hints to make this as stress free as possible 
 
The Step by Step Guide to a Great Neighbor Party (YOU CAN DO THIS!!) 
 

1. Think about 2-3 families you might like to invite. Maybe they live near you, play on a 
sports team with your kids, or you work with their parents. It’s okay to invite a few CLC 
disciples, but the idea is to share this experience with families who aren’t yet part of 
CLC. 

 
2. Decide what other fun things you want to do to make this an awesome time for your 

neighbors. Do you want to make snow cones? Have a water balloon fight? A pool party? 
The idea is to invite your neighbors to something fun that they love doing, not 
necessarily to a “church thing.” (We’re so serious about this part that we’re willing to 
give you up to $250 to throw an awesome party!) 

 
3. It’s not important to use the phrase “Vacation Bible School” when you’re inviting your 

neighbors—and it’s probably better if you don’t since they aren’t likely to know what it 
means! Instead, just tell them you’re hosting a few families for whatever fun thing you 
have planned and an art project, and you would love for them to come. 
 

4. Ahead of your event, go to www.cornerstonelutheran.church/vbs to watch the video 
that will walk you through exactly how to do the craft project (this part is important 
because it’s the opportunity for conversation.) You can also find audio files of the music 
there if you choose to use it. 
 

5. When the day of your event arrives, think about it like any other party you’ve hosted 
before. Play games, eat snacks and drinks, and have a good time. At some point—
whatever feels natural and makes sense in your plan—invite all the families to do the 

http://www.cornerstonelutheran.church/vbs


craft project together. This is the part that will give you the opportunity to start 
engaging kids and families in conversation. 
 

Tips for how to talk about the craft project 
• Remember: The goal is not to “teach a bible story.” You’re just talking to your friends in 

a way that leads at least one step closer to a conversation about faith. 
• You’ve already had a great time together and this is a really fun project, so no one will 

be upset about it. You’re offering them a fun time, not tricking them into hearing about 
Jesus. 
 

• The main point to get across is “Our family believes we can also trust in God” Here are 
some thoughts on how you might get there… 

• The project is a “stained glass” (water color) paint project with an anchor in it.  
• Start the conversation by sharing that an anchor is used to keep a ship safe and steady 

during a storm. 
• From there, ask the kids how storms make them feel—do they make them afraid? 
• What are some things that make you afraid or worried? 
• Feel free to share some things that make you afraid 
• Sometimes if we don’t know what’s happening or what will come next, that can make us 

afraid 
• Has there ever been a time when you didn’t know what would happen that made you 

worried? (Going to a new school; …) 
• What do you rely on when you’re afraid? What gives you confidence or makes you feel 

better? (Parents; teachers; police officers; a special stuffed animal)  
• Those are all great ways to help us feel safe and confident.  

 
(Say as much of the following as you feel comfortable sharing) 
 

• Along with all of those, in our family we believe we can also trust in God 
• We believe he’s there with us to help us through hard times 


