
Acolyte Guide:  Fishers 

  
What to do when you arrive: 
·  Arrive 10 minutes before the service is to begin (8:50 for 9:00 Traditional Service 

and 10:50 for 11:00 Contemporary Service) 
·     Go to the “Sacristy” on the left hand side at the back of the Worship Center; 

across from the audio/visual sound booth 
·   For the 9:00 service: find a robe that is your size and put it on. Make sure that it is 

not too long. Also find a rope and fold the rope in half. To “tie” it, put it around 
your waist, pull the loop down on itself (to look like a pretzel), fold the loops 
together to make a hole, drop the ends of the rope through the hole and pull 
snuggly around your waist. 

·   For the 11:00 service: a robe is not used. 
·      Wait in the “Sacristy” for the prayer with the pastor and other worship assistants 

  
Lighting the candles: 
·      An adult will light the “taper/lighter” when it is time to go out; ask if the baptismal 

candle needs to be lit 
·      Walk to the front of the Worship Center and stand in front of the altar 
·      Bow to the cross and then light the candles on the altar; (light the baptismal 

candle if instructed to do so) 
·      When you are finished go to the front of the altar, bow and put your candle lighter 

on the hook located on the wall to the left of the altar; please DO NOT put the 
candle lighter on the floor or the oil may spill out 

·      Sit with your family during the service 

  
Extinguishing the candles: 
·      When the last song begins, stand up and get your lighter 
·      Go to the front of the altar and bow to the cross 
·      Put out the baptismal candle (if lit) and then the candles on the altar 
·      Step down carefully and bow front of the altar; then walk back to the sacristy 
·      Hang the lighter and the robe back in the cabinet 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Communion 
·      If there is communion, you will hold one of the baskets to collect the communion 

cups. 
·      The communion basket is located under a seat in the front row.  Pick that up and 

go up by the altar when the communion assistants go up. Then, follow one 
communion assistant group and stand next to the person with the communion 
cups.   

·      When communion is over, place the basket under a seat in the front row and 
return to your seat. 

 

What to wear: 
·      Boys: Long pants/nice jeans, collared shirt or t-shirt with no print 
·      Girls: appropriate clothing for church, no short-shorts, no micro-mini skirts, no lo-

cut tops 

 
Glossary of less familiar terms: 
·      Sacristy – the enclosed area at the back of the Worship Center on the left 
·      Lighter/taper – the pole you use to light and extinguish the candles 
·      Chancel – the large area on the platform at the top of the stairs in the front of the 

Worship Center 
·      Altar – the large flat “table” in the middle of the chancel 
·      Chalice – the large cup used for communion 


