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Jeremiah 33:14-16
“Behold, the days are coming,  
declares the Lord, when I will fulfill 
the promise I made to the house of 
Israel and the house of Judah. In 
those days and at that time I will 
cause a righteous Branch to spring 
up for David, and he shall execute 
justice and righteousness in the land. 
In those days Judah will be saved, 
and Jerusalem will dwell securely. 
And this is the name by which it  
will be called: ‘The Lord is our  
righteousness.’”

november 29
The Naughty List

“He’s making a list and checking it twice. Gonna find 
out who’s naughty or nice…”

In the context of the song, being on the “Naughty 
List” is not where you want to be. But if we are honest 
with ourselves, that is where we deserve to be. Just 
that very thought can be rather deflating. 
 
At the time of Jeremiah, God’s people were not at 
all attractive or lovable. It would have been easy for 
them to conclude that they were beyond help. That 
they were without hope. 
 
But as Jeremiah reminded them, so he reminds us. 
God does not love us because we are lovable. Rath-
er, He loves us, and thereby makes us lovable. What 
we could not do for ourselves, He did for us through 
the One who has become Our Righteousness. 
 
Rejoice, my friends, that through the One born in 
Bethlehem, our Lord Jesus Christ, your name is written 
in the Lamb’s Book of Life. May this truth fill your  
coming days with much hope. 
 
Lord Jesus, thank You for being the name by which I 
am called; The Lord My Righteousness. Amen.

Pastor Dan Schumm



1 Thessalonians 3:9-10
For what thanksgiving can we return 
to God for you, for all the joy that we 
feel for your sake before our God, as 
we pray most earnestly night and day 
that we may see you face to face and 
supply what is lacking in your faith?

november 30
Until We Meet Again
My dear friend, Carol. We met in 1987. We were 
neighbors. We were both raising boys. We “did life” 
together for 8 years. Then she moved. And yet, our 
deep friendship remained. We visited, we attended 
each other’s sons’ weddings, we talked by phone,  
we exchanged pictures of the grandkids. 

And then the call in June. “Jane, I have cancer.” 

At the end of October, the doctor recommended 
hospice. I prayed fervently for Carol. I thanked God 
for her and all the goodness, love and joy she brings 
to this world. I longed to see her again.

God answered my prayer! In the Atlanta hospital, 
through hugs and tears we were grateful to be  
together again. Sitting at her bedside we reminisced, 
we laughed, and we cried. And finally, we said  
goodbye. Thank You, Jesus, that one day we will  
see each other again!

What a powerful example Paul gives us in his fervent 
prayer and thanksgiving for the Thessalonians. For 
whom are you praying? How has God answered your 
prayer?

Lord Jesus, we thank You for the gift of prayer and  
we know that You hear us! We thank You for the  
community of believers and the ways You open  
paths for us to love and encourage one another  
even amid our struggles and heartbreaks. Amen.

Jane Callahan



1 Thessalonians 3:11-13
Now may our God and Father  
himself and our Lord Jesus clear the 
way for us to come to you. May the 
Lord make your love increase and 
overflow for each other and for  
everyone else, just as ours does for 
you. May he strengthen your hearts 
so that you will be blameless and 
holy in the presence of our God and 
Father when our Lord Jesus comes 
with all his holy ones. (NIV)

december 1
Let Your Love Increase and 

Overflow
During this time of the year, we find ourselves attend-
ing events that have a celebratory feel to them. Have 
you ever thought, though, about why they have such 
a celebratory mood? Could it be because of some-
one we haven’t seen in a while or the anticipation 
of a gift that has our name on it? We find ourselves 
celebrating the season, each other, and through 
the giving of gifts, but most importantly we celebrate 
God’s gift of love that He demonstrated by sending 
His son to be our Savior.

In today’s reading, Paul’s prayer to the Thessalonians 
can also be our prayer this season—let our love in-
crease and overflow for each other, the love that only 
comes from our Lord Jesus Christ. Let us demonstrate 
that love to our family and friends as we get together 
and celebrate so they too may know God and His 
love for us—so much love that He sent His one and 
only Son as the greatest gift of all. What a reason to 
celebrate!

Dear Lord, strengthen our hearts and let our love 
increase and overflow. Help us share that overflowing 
love with our families and friends. Make us holy in Your 
presence and prepare us not just for the celebration 
of baby Jesus in Bethlehem but also Christ’s return 
with all His holy ones. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Dan Calabrese



Luke 21:25-28
“And there will be signs in sun and 
moon and stars, and on the earth  
distress of nations in perplexity 
because of the roaring of the sea and 
the waves, people fainting with fear 
and with foreboding of what is  
coming on the world. For the powers 
of the heavens will be shaken. And 
then they will see the Son of Man 
coming in a cloud with power and 
great glory. Now when these things 
begin to take place, straighten up 
and raise your heads, because your 
redemption is drawing near.” 

december 2
Keep Your Chin Up
I am so grateful that the Advent season is finally here. 
It’s time to turn on the Christmas music and turn off 
the news that seems to only deliver fear and worry. 
And while there are things happening right now that 
may cause us worry—a pandemic, inflation, supply 
shortages, and overall uncertainty—as Christians we 
are called to keep our chin up.

In today’s reading, Jesus is talking about His second 
coming and the signs that will precede that day. It’s 
an ominous picture as the earth will be in distress and 
the heavens themselves will be shaken, causing peo-
ple to faint with fear over what is to come. But in verse 
28, Christ tells us how we, His children, are to respond. 
In the midst of the fear, we are to straighten up and 
raise our heads because our Savior is coming!

Even in this season of joy, I’m sure we will still be bom-
barded with messages of fear, anger, and uncertain-
ty. But as others lower their heads, keep your chin up! 
Let those around you see the joy in your heart as you 
celebrate God’s gift to the world: His son, Jesus Christ!

Father God, when the world seems dark and full 
of fear, let us be the light of joy to those around us. 
Grant us the opportunity to share the message of  
salvation through Christ, as we celebrate His birth.  
In Your name, Amen.

Mike Rowland 



Luke 21:29-33
And he told them a parable: “Look 
at the fig tree, and all the trees. As 
soon as they come out in leaf, you 
see for yourselves and know that 
the summer is already near. So also, 
when you see these things taking 
place, you know that the kingdom of 
God is near. Truly, I say to you, this 
generation will not pass away until 
all has taken place. Heaven and earth 
will pass away, but my words will not 
pass away.”

december 3
Seasons of HOPE

Seasons change and whether you are a fan of the 
cold or not, the natural cycle of trees from spring to 
winter can be used to learn about Jesus’ teachings. 
As I look at my window, I long for the tree that had 
vibrant red leaves just weeks ago. It was easy to see 
God’s beauty as I drove out my neighborhood each 
day. And now, those trees are bare, yet there is still 
beauty and hope to be found.

Jesus is telling us that ALL things will pass, BUT His words 
will remain. When life is hard, when seasons change, 
when uncertainty rears its face—the hope of Jesus 
remains. When life is good and when life is hard, He 
pours out His love, grace, and strength upon us. Unlike 
the seasons, our Father’s love will never change. 

Dear Lord, we thank You for Your unfailing love and 
the hope You give us in every season of life. Lord,  
help us trust the wondrous reality that YOU will never 
abandon us. In His hope, Amen

Hollie Nicholson



Luke 21:34-36
“But watch yourselves lest your 
hearts be weighed down with  
dissipation and drunkenness and 
cares of this life, and that day come 
upon you suddenly like a trap. For 
it will come upon all who dwell on 
the face of the whole earth. But stay 
awake at all times, praying that you 
may have strength to escape all these 
things that are going to take place, 
and to stand before the Son of Man.”

december 4
The Dream Where You Can’t 
Move
Do you ever dream you’re trying to walk or run  
somewhere but your legs are too heavy, and you  
can barely move? It happens to me all the time!  
According to the wisdom of the Internet, a dream  
like that represents being weighed down by a  
problem or concern and needing to remove  
negative influences in your life.

Who knows if that’s true, but it sounds a lot like what 
Jesus is after in our reading for today. To be clear, you 
will “stand before the Son of Man” by your baptism. 
God doesn’t change His mind about His promise to 
you just because it gets foggy for you. And yet Jesus 
calls us to not let anything cloud our trust in Him and 
the joy and hope we find there.

Especially at Christmas, a hundred other concerns 
threaten to overwhelm our priority list. Is there a  
concern, task, or relationship standing in the way of 
focusing on who you are in Jesus that you need to  
put in its proper place?

Jesus, thank You for Your birth, death, and resurrec-
tion that cleared the way the way for me to be part 
of Your family. Today and through this Christmas 
season, show me the things that stand in the way of 
experiencing the full joy of that relationship, and give 
me the wisdom to put them in their proper place. 
Amen.

Pastor Jason Taber



Proverbs 1:8-10
Hear, my son, your father’s instruc-
tion, and forsake not your mother’s 
teaching, for they are a graceful  
garland for your head and pendants 
for your neck. My son, if sinners 
entice you, do not consent.

december 6
Godly Influence

We once lived in Eugene, Oregon where spearmint 
and peppermint are farmed. When harvesting, the 
farmers use steam to distill the mint oils from the 
plants.

The resulting aroma is inescapable. And it is easy  
to tell who the mint farmers are. They carry the  
fragrance with them.

The writer of Proverbs underscores the value of  
righteous influence. Godly instruction and example 
hold the power to influence one’s life—like a garland 
to grace your head and a chain to adorn your neck.

Consider the influence of the Child born in Bethle-
hem—the story that has been passed down through 
generations by faithful Christian parents and godly 
men and women. Consider the influence that the 
message of Jesus’ birth, life, death, and resurrection 
has had and continues to have on our own lives.

Now consider the influence that we can have as we 
live out the story of Jesus in our homes and out in the 
world. Oh, that the people around us would smell the 
sweet fragrance of Jesus.

Dearest Jesus, may Your appealing aroma be an  
ever-present influence in my life. Amen.

Pastor Dan Schumm



1 Corinthians 15:33-34
Do not be deceived: “Bad company 
ruins good morals.” Wake up from 
your drunken stupor, as is right, and 
do not go on sinning. For some have 
no knowledge of God. I say this to 
your shame.

december 7
Relationship
These verses do not exactly scream “Merry Christmas” 
but what they do say is important to hear, even at 
Christmas. Maybe, especially at Christmas.

At Christmas we spend more time with the people 
that we are in relationship with than perhaps any  
other time of year. We have parties, homecomings, 
and all are welcome. We get to kindle relationships 
both old and new. In these verses we see that it 
matters whose company we keep, it matters what 
is at the base of our relationships, and perhaps most 
importantly that God wants to know and be known 
by us. He wants us to keep good company but also  
to be good company.

Christmas gives us an awesome opportunity to be just 
that—“good company” for our friends and relatives. 
So, as you gather for all your “togethers” consider 
ways to set this example, to show the love of the  
Savior, and to grow in love and in faith with one  
another. Merry Christmas!

Dearest Lord Jesus, as we join Mary and Joseph, 
angels and shepherds in welcoming You, help us to 
welcome others that they, too, might be drawn into 
welcoming You.

Kate Giger



Luke 3:1-3
In the fifteenth year of the reign of 
Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being 
governor of Judea, and Herod being 
tetrarch of Galilee, and his broth-
er Philip tetrarch of the region of 
Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias 
tetrarch of Abilene, during the high 
priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, 
the word of God came to John the 
son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 
And he went into all the region 
around the Jordan, proclaiming a 
baptism of repentance for the  
forgiveness of sins. 

december 8
A Humble Reminder

There is a quote by C.S. Lewis in Mere Christianity –  
“As long as you are proud, you cannot know God.  
A proud man is always looking down on things and 
people; and, of course, as long as you are looking 
down, you cannot see something that is above you.”

The political and spiritual leaders detailed by Luke in 
today’s passage came from a long line of rulers. They 
had power and wealth and in today’s world they 
would be making headlines and earning followers 
on social media. But these are not the people that 
God chose to work through. These political leaders 
had been corrupted by pride and privilege. God 
called John the Baptist to spread the news of Jesus. 
He wasn’t rich or well-known; he wore strange clothes 
and ate odd things. But John spent his time listening 
to and learning from God and the plan God had for 
him. Even as John gained followers of his own, he 
remained humble and focused on the one mission of 
pointing others to Jesus.

Sometimes God chooses the most unlikely people to 
carry out His mission. This Advent season, be humble 
and open to the ways God is calling you to shine His 
light and spread the news of our Savior.

Dearest Lord Jesus, thank You for the people You put 
in our lives to point us towards You. Help us to be that 
light for others. Amen.

Holly Reay



Luke 3:4-6
As it is written in the book of the 
words of Isaiah the prophet, “The 
voice of one crying in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make 
his paths straight. Every valley shall 
be filled, and every mountain and hill 
shall be made low, and the crooked 
shall become straight, and the rough 
places shall become level ways, and 
all flesh shall see the salvation of 
God.’”

december 9
Bulldozer! 
Since my birth, my brother has been a marine  
and stationed away from home, normally in South 
Carolina. We always had to take a road trip to see 
him and his family. Piling into the family station wagon 
we would make the 12-hour drive and go through the 
Smokey Mountains. On the trip I always asked my dad 
“Why can’t we just go straight through? Why can’t 
they take a bulldozer and make a straight road?” 
That is what Luke is telling us John will do when he 
quotes Isaiah. John is a “bulldozer” for our Savior. John 
would clear the path so people could find Jesus. 

This Advent season does your life do these things for 
others? Does it help others see Jesus more clearly? All 
of us are called to be a bulldozer and make the road 
to Jesus a little easier for others to navigate so that the 
hard part about following Jesus is NOT finding Him. 

O Lord, please use my life to help others find Your 
hope and healing this Advent season and come to 
know the peace found in Your salvation. Amen. 

Josh Pedde



Luke 3:7-9
He said therefore to the crowds that 
came out to be baptized by him, “You 
brood of vipers! Who warned you 
to flee from the wrath to come? Bear 
fruits in keeping with repentance. 
And do not begin to say to your-
selves, ‘We have Abraham as our  
father.’ For I tell you, God is able 
from these stones to raise up children 
for Abraham. Even now the axe is 
laid to the root of the trees. Every 
tree therefore that does not bear 
good fruit is cut down and thrown 
into the fire.”

december 10
A Call to Repentance 

It’s easy for us to get stuck in our ways. Most of us 
have routines that we stick to on a daily, weekly, 
monthly, and even yearly basis. Over the past two 
years, we have all been pushed out of our regular 
routines and forced to do things in different ways.  
In our reading for today, John the Baptist calls us to 
examine our spiritual routines and to repent of our  
sinful ways. Are we “bear[ing] the fruit of repen-
tance,” or are we simply going through the motions  
of our regular routines? John calls us to repent, to  
have changed hearts, and to live out this change  
in our regular routines. 

During this Advent season, remember John’s call 
to repentance and rejoice in God’s salvation for us 
through Jesus Christ! 

Dear Lord, help me to not get stuck in my old ways, 
but to live bearing the fruit of repentance. In Jesus’ 
name. Amen. 

Jess Brandt



Luke 3:10-14
And the crowds asked him, “What 
then shall we do?” And he answered 
them, “Whoever has two tunics is to 
share with him who has none, and 
whoever has food is to do likewise.”  
Tax collectors also came to be 
baptized and said to him, “Teacher, 
what shall we do?” And he said to 
them, “Collect no more than you are 
authorized to do.” Soldiers also asked 
him, “And we, what shall we do?” 
And he said to them, “Do not extort 
money from anyone by threats or by 
false accusation, and be content with 
your wages.”

december 11
Just One More
Just one cookie is not enough. As the sweet, savory 
cookie melts in your mouth you’re already thinking 
about another one. After that next one, you might 
even want a third.

It’s easy to want more—a truth that applies to  
cookies, clothing, money, and so much more. In Luke 
3, God is encouraging us to be content with what we 
have. More than content, God wants us to share with 
others. When we reflect honestly on what we have, 
we realize that we are truly blessed. Our God doesn’t 
give us just enough, He gives in abundance.

How has God blessed you abundantly? With those 
blessings, how might you share with others from what 
God has given you?

Heavenly Father, Your blessings pour out on us so 
lavishly. Grant us Your Spirit to be thankful for those 
blessings and share them with others. In Jesus’ name 
we pray, Amen.

Pastor Kevin Thomson



Zephaniah 3:14-15 
Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; 
shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult 
with all your heart, O daughter of 
Jerusalem! The Lord has taken away 
the judgments against you; he has 
cleared away your enemies. The King 
of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; 
you shall never again fear evil.

december 13
Rejoice!

As a young child, I made a LOT of mistakes. I know, 
hard to believe, right?
 
I remember one of these moments vividly. It was early 
in the Christmas season and my family and I were 
at the mall doing some shopping. My parents had 
gone, and I was left with my grandparents. I thought 
it would be a good idea to drop something from the 
balcony. I mean, I just wanted to see how it fell… and 
gravity did, indeed, still work!

I went home that night and went straight to bed. 
However, I couldn’t sleep. I felt so guilty and was 
afraid to tell my parents. But, I got up, in tears, and 
confessed everything to my mom. I remember feeling  
SO relieved, but more than that, I felt overjoyed  
because she forgave me and reminded me that  
God loved me, too.
 
Today we read this passage with a deeper under-
standing of hope and joy as we remember that Christ 
has come for us! He has paid the price and has  
forgiven us. These words of Zephaniah become an 
even greater comfort as we live our lives together in 
faith. We can “Rejoice,” because “the Lord is in our 
midst.”
 
Lord God, help us to rejoice always in the gift of  
Salvation You give to us through Your Son, Jesus Christ. 
May we always remember that though we sin, You 
have forgiven us and are ever-present with us. We 
have no need to fear! Amen

Pastor Shawn Hecksel 



Zephaniah 3:16-18
On that day it shall be said to  
Jerusalem: “Fear not, O Zion; let not 
your hands grow weak. The Lord 
your God is in your midst, a mighty 
one who will save; he will rejoice 
over you with gladness; he will quiet 
you by his love; he will exult over you 
with loud singing. I will gather those 
of you who mourn for the festival, 
so that you will no longer suffer 
reproach.

december 14
Comfort and Joy
One of my favorite Christmas movies is Elf. If you know 
it, you probably also know the quote “the best way  
to spread Christmas cheer is singing loud for all to 
hear.” That’s what first came to my mind as I read  
this passage. 

When Zephaniah wrote this book the people of  
Judah had turned away from God and were suffering.  
They needed to know that the Lord was in their midst 
and hadn’t given up on them. Through these verses 
we learn that, despite our transgressions, He loves us 
enough to exult and rejoice over us with gladness! 
Our mighty God sings loud for us to hear! But we’re 
also told that He “quiets us with His love.” The Lord 
knows our suffering and gathers us close to comfort  
us. This joyful Christmas season is also a time of  
sadness for many. If your heart is heavy as you hear 
“songs of great cheer” just remember that your God 
loves you enough to hold you close and comfort you 
with His love.

Dear Lord, we are humbled and grateful that You 
love us enough to rejoice over us. Please be with all 
who are sad or mourning during this Christmas season 
that they may feel the peace and comfort that only 
You can provide. 

Sandy Milius



Zephaniah 3:19-20
Behold, at that time I will deal with 
all your oppressors. And I will save 
the lame and gather the outcast, and 
I will change their shame into praise 
and renown in all the earth. At that 
time I will bring you in, at the time 
when I gather you together; for I 
will make you renowned and praised 
among all the peoples of the earth, 
when I restore your fortunes before 
your eyes,” says the Lord.

december 15
Still Waiting

Do you ever have to wait for something you want? 
Maybe there’s a movie that you’ve been dying to 
watch, and you’re longing for it to finally come out. 
Maybe there’s a sporting event you can’t wait for. 
Maybe there’s a toy or gadget you’ve been  
anticipating purchasing.

The Israelites waited hundreds of years for something 
they wanted. They waited for the Savior to come. 
When Jesus finally arrived, many didn’t recognize  
who He was and what He came to do.

Once again, we find ourselves waiting for Him to 
return. When He returns this time, however, all people 
will recognize and understand who Jesus is. Those 
who oppress God’s people will be dealt with and 
God will draw His people to Himself.

As Christmas approaches, we’ll have lots of oppor-
tunities to share the joy and peace we have through 
faith in Jesus with our friends and family. While we wait 
for Jesus to return, we share that faith, so that others 
may come to know Jesus as well!

Dear Jesus, as we await Your second coming, give us 
opportunities to share the good news of Your grace 
with those around us. Amen.

Andrew Osborne



Galatians 3:23-25
Now before faith came, we were held 
captive under the law, imprisoned 
until the coming faith would be 
revealed. So then, the law was our 
guardian until Christ came, in order 
that we might be justified by faith. 
But now that faith has come, we are 
no longer under a guardian.

december 16 
Faith Sets Us Free
Fear comes in all shapes and sizes. Some people are 
afraid of snakes and spiders. Others may have a fear 
of heights or public speaking. Many of us fear failure, 
change, or being alone. Whatever your fears may be, 
they all do the same thing: they trap us. They force us 
to be paralyzed prisoners.

But fear is not the end. Christ has come! And it is 
through His death and resurrection that we do not 
have to live a life of fear. Through Jesus we are not 
held captive to our fears, anxieties, and stresses. No, 
instead we live a life of faith, knowing that we are 
deeply loved and never alone. We hold fast to the 
truths that have been given to each of us. And we 
know that our faith has set us free!

Dear Lord, thank You for Your promise to always be 
with us. Remind us of Your power and fill us with Your 
courage to face our fears, knowing that You have set 
us free! It is in Your precious name we pray, Amen.

Tricia Statler 



Galatians 3:26-29 
For in Christ Jesus you are all sons 
of God, through faith. For as many 
of you as were baptized into Christ 
have put on Christ. There is neither 
Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave 
nor free, there is no male and female, 
for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  
And if you are Christ’s, then you are 
Abraham’s offspring, heirs according 
to promise.

december 17 
Who are you?  

Or, Whose are you?
Depending on your age, the question “Who are you?’ 
is a one you have probably been asked many times. 
I don’t know about you, but for me, this is a difficult 
question to answer because the older I get, the more 
things I am. I am a friend, husband, father, son, broth-
er, grandpa, and on and on. So how do you pick just 
one description for yourself? Depending on the day, 
you may give a different answer.

No matter what day it is, the best answer comes from 
Paul’s words to the Galatians: We are followers of 
Jesus. Our identity is all about Jesus. Because of Jesus, 
we are identified as children of God. Because of Jesus 
and His perfect life, our sin is covered, and we are 
seen as perfect. Having been baptized into Christ, we 
have a relationship with God as His perfect, forgiven 
children who have the promise of eternal life with Him!

So, who are you? You are a forgiven child of God 
whose eternal life is guaranteed, all because of Jesus. 
Now that’s an identity we can proudly proclaim!

Heavenly Father, thank You for Your grace. Because 
of Your son Jesus, my sinful identity has been washed 
away. Thank You that by faith in Him, I am called a 
child of God and inherit eternal life with You in  
heaven. Help me to remember my identity in You  
daily. In Your precious name, I pray. Amen.

Bob Jacobs 



John 17:20-23
“I do not ask for these only, but also 
for those who will believe in me 
through their word, that they may all 
be one, just as you, Father, are in me, 
and I in you, that they also may be 
in us, so that the world may believe 
that you have sent me. The glory that 
you have given me I have given to 
them, that they may be one even as 
we are one, I in them and you in me, 
that they may become perfectly one, 
so that the world may know that you 
sent me and loved them even as you 
loved me.”

december 18 
Unity and Love
My in-laws purchased a large ostrich egg which was 
carved into a piece of art. They got it on a trip to  
Africa. On the way home, it broke into a hundred 
pieces while in their luggage.

Divisions and factions demonstrate brokenness. It is 
not the way things are supposed to be. Jesus shows 
His heart in this prayer. What is it that concerns Him 
before He is crucified? It is the unity of His people.  
And why Unity? Because Unity demonstrates Love.  
It is exemplified in the relationship between Jesus (the 
Son) and His heavenly Father. That’s what Jesus has 
experienced in His relationship with the Father. It’s 
what Jesus wishes for you and me too.

I was able to use some super glue and, piece by 
piece, restore the broken egg into a beautiful work  
of art. It took a few hours and some focus. Through  
Jesus’ birth, death, and resurrection we too are  
restored to one another and to our Father. Through 
our relationship to Christ, we can experience Unity.

Dear Father, through Your son Jesus we have been 
restored in our relationship to You. May we as Your 
people be unified in purpose and love as we follow 
You. Amen.

Pastor Max Murphy



Micah 5:2-5a
But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
who are too little to be among the 
clans of Judah, from you shall come 
forth for me one who is to be ruler 
in Israel, whose coming forth is from 
of old, from ancient days. Therefore 
he shall give them up until the time 
when she who is in labor has given 
birth; then the rest of his brothers 
shall return to the people of Israel. 
And he shall stand and shepherd his 
flock in the strength of the Lord, in 
the majesty of the name of the Lord 
his God. And they shall dwell secure, 
for now he shall be great to the ends 
of the earth. And he shall be their 
peace. 

december 20 
The Hopes and Fears of All 

the Years
“O Little Town of Bethlehem” is probably one of my 
favorite Christmas hymns. It brings images of a sleepy 
little city with the most amazing things happening in it 
one night.

The prophet Micah isn’t as sentimental about  
Bethlehem as the song would have us believe. In  
fact, he almost makes fun of it—belittles it! “Your little 
Podunk town shouldn’t even be considered part of 
the clan of Judah! That’s how tiny you are.”

But then he speaks a prophecy—one that predates 
Micah even to before the world began—that God 
would bring a strong and mighty ruler out of this 
all-but-forgotten town. This ruler would bring together 
the Israelites who had been separated by exile,  
warring nations, and the rebellion that separated 
them from God.

In our sin, we too are separated from God and each 
other. But because of the one born in the little town  
of Bethlehem, we are brought back together,  
redeemed, and united in Him.

Let us pray. O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, 
we pray. Cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us 
today. Amen.

Pastor Victor Minetola



Ephesians 3:14-21
For this reason I bow my knees 
before the Father, from whom every 
family in heaven and on earth is 
named, that according to the riches 
of his glory he may grant you to be 
strengthened with power through 
his Spirit in your inner being, so 
that Christ may dwell in your hearts 
through faith—that you, being 
rooted and grounded in love, may 
have strength to comprehend with 
all the saints what is the breadth and 
length and height and depth, and to 
know the love of Christ that surpass-
es knowledge, that you may be filled 
with all the fullness of God.

Now to him who is able to do far 
more abundantly than all that we 
ask or think, according to the power 
at work within us, to him be glory 
in the church and in Christ Jesus 
throughout all generations, forever 
and ever. Amen.

december 21 
It Takes a Village
Have you ever heard the saying “It takes a village”? 
What the statement usually is used for is to describe 
the need for many people to raise a child. However, 
this statement can mean more than that.

In the reading Paul writes the Ephesians a prayer that 
they may be strengthened in their faith. Being togeth-
er they have power to know God’s vast love for them 
and therefore be filled with the fullness of Him. There 
is power in being together with those we love: family, 
friends, neighbors. In faith and in love we have His 
power at work within us—along with all the saints—to 
know Christ and His love on deeper levels then we 
could on our own.

The more we gather the more we fathom the love of 
Jesus Christ. Christmas is a wonderful time be a part of 
a village that seeks the love of Christ together.

Jesus, we come together in spirit and in prayer today  
asking that with Your power at work within us we 
might know Your love for us more than we ever  
have. Help us to be a village that longs to know You 
deeply as we are known deeply by You. To You we 
give all the glory for the power of being together in 
Your name, Jesus. Amen.

Austin Marchione



Luke 1:39-45 
In those days Mary arose and went 
with haste into the hill country, to 
a town in Judah, and she entered 
the house of Zechariah and greeted 
Elizabeth. And when Elizabeth heard 
the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped 
in her womb. And Elizabeth was 
filled with the Holy Spirit, and she 
exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed 
are you among women, and blessed 
is the fruit of your womb! And why  
is this granted to me that the mother  
of my Lord should come to me? For 
behold, when the sound of your 
greeting came to my ears, the baby in 
my womb leaped for joy. And blessed 
is she who believed that there would 
be a fulfillment of what was spoken 
to her from the Lord.”

december 22 
Going Through it… Together
 
When I was pregnant with each of my two daughters,  
I was lucky—blessed—that my best friend, Julie, was 
also pregnant at both those same times! Not only 
could we not wait to tell each other the news (“no 
way, so am I!”), but we were also able to share our 
excitement, our nervousness (and aches), and our 
amazement about what was happening. Going 
through these times together with my best friend was 
an absolute blessing.
 
Mary was not only told by the angel that she was 
pregnant with the Savior of the world, she was told 
that her cousin, Elizabeth, was expecting a child, too. 
What a comfort that someone so close to her was 
also going through it. But not only that, what a com-
fort it must have been to have Elizabeth be one of the 
very few to know the “secret” that she was carrying 
inside her.
 
No matter if we’re experiencing joy, heartache, or 
something in between, we weren’t meant to go 
through it alone. Life’s experiences are meant to  
be shared… TOGETHER. This Christmas, remember 
those who could use a little companionship and  
encouragement, and be a blessing to them!
 
Dear Father, thank You for the blessing of my family 
and friends. I thank You that I can share this life with 
them and be encouraged by them. Open my eyes  
to see those around me who may be lonely this  
Christmas and help me find ways to bless them. 
Amen.

Cathy Klemm 



Isaiah 7:10-14
Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz: “Ask 
a sign of the Lord your God; let it be 
deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” But 
Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will 
not put the Lord to the test.” And he 
said, “Hear then, O house of David! 
Is it too little for you to weary men, 
that you weary my God also? There-
fore the Lord himself will give you  
a sign. Behold, the virgin shall  
conceive and bear a son, and shall 
call his name Immanuel.”

december 23 
Thankful for the Promise  
Fulfilled
For several years I have maintained a copy of a  
Sunday worship bulletin because of how much the 
Confession & Absolution resonated for me. A portion 
of it says: “We come to You in humility, confessing 
who and what we are. We are often unresponsive for 
we are afraid. When Your Spirit speaks, we turn deaf 
ears for we fear what You might call us to do.”

Haven’t we, to some degree, been in the same state 
of mind as Ahaz in our scripture reading for today? 
Was Ahaz afraid he was testing God or was he truly 
afraid of the sign in which the Lord was going to  
provide to him? Ahaz was trying to hide his lack of 
faith behind his piety, but God knew better.

Old Testament prophecy often has a double  
fulfillment—first in the present, then in the future.  
Ahaz suffered the consequences upon his kingdom, 
while we benefit from the fulfillment of the blessing of 
the true Immanuel as told in verse 14. So, let us rejoice 
in the fulfilled promise of our Heavenly Father.

Our Father, help us to be responsive to Your calling 
and not turn to deaf ears, but to always listen to Your 
calling of us. In Jesus name we pray. Amen.

Craig Huffman 



Titus 3:4-7
But when the goodness and loving 
kindness of God our Savior  
appeared, he saved us, not because  
of works done by us in righteousness, 
but according to his own mercy, by 
the washing of regeneration and 
renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom 
he poured out on us richly through 
Jesus Christ our Savior so that being 
justified by his grace we might  
become heirs according to the  
hope of eternal life.

december 24 
Best Gift Ever!

 
Take a minute and close your eyes as you think back 
to what has been the best Christmas gift you have 
ever received? Was it a gift of luxury to indulge you? 
Was it an unexpected gift given by a generous giver? 
Was it the item at the top of your wish list that you had 
hoped for all year? Or was it a needed practical gift?
 
In today’s reading, we are reminded of a gift given 
to us long ago, an underserved gift freely given to us 
by our good and loving God. This gift of a Savior was 
wrapped in swaddling clothes and placed in a  
manger for us. Not because we asked for it, but  
because God knew we needed it. In His infinite  
wisdom and mercy, He has provided a way for us  
to all be together for eternity.
 
Christmas gifts can break, fade, or go out of style, but 
the one gift that remains with us forever is God our 
Savior, the best gift ever!
 
Heavenly Father, prepare our hearts as we celebrate 
the gift of Your son, Jesus. Thank You for the unending 
love and mercy You show to us each day. Amen.
 

Teresa Millwood 



Matthew 1:18-25
Now the birth of Jesus Christ took 
place in this way. When his mother 
Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, 
before they came together she was 
found to be with child from the Holy 
Spirit. And her husband Joseph, 
being a just man and unwilling to put 
her to shame, resolved to divorce her 
quietly. But as he considered these 
things, behold, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream, saying, 
“Joseph, son of David, do not fear 
to take Mary as your wife, for that 
which is conceived in her is from the 
Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and 
you shall call his name Jesus, for he 
will save his people from their sins.” 
All this took place to fulfill what the 
Lord had spoken by the prophet: 
“Behold, the virgin shall conceive 
and bear a son, and they shall call 
his name Immanuel” (which means, 
God with us). When Joseph woke 
from sleep, he did as the angel of the 
Lord commanded him: he took his 
wife, but knew her not until she had 
given birth to a son. And he called 
his name Jesus.

december 25
Together in Love
From the beginning one thing was evident about 
humans—we weren’t meant to be alone. And yet 
we often are. Sometimes that is all too real. After loss, 
separation can be overwhelming. We were meant to 
be together. 

No one understands this better than our God. He de-
signed us to be together with Him but sin denied that. 
Sin created separation. We were alone. God couldn’t 
stand it. He wouldn’t stay removed and separated; 
the Holy unable to be together with the profane,  
the unholy. He chose to act in love, to bridge the  
divide. Setting aside His glory, He came to live with  
His people, together with His people. “They shall call 
His name… ‘God with us.’” 

Jesus didn’t stop with mere presence. He was present 
with a purpose, to overcome the sin that separates 
once and for all. We will live eternally with our God 
because He has come in love. From the beginning 
one thing was evident about our God, He wanted to 
be together with us.

Lord Jesus, in our separation, remind us of Your  
closeness. Draw near to us so that we can experience 
a togetherness like no other. Show us Your love as we 
reflect on the wonder of Your birth. Amen.

Pastor Scott Giger
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