
Adult Bible Class – June 27, 2021 
The Unstoppable Gospel – The Acts of the Apostles 

I. Introduction 

A. Luke is the author of both The Gospel according to Luke (Luke 1:1-4), and The Acts of the Apostles (Acts 1.1). 

B. Luke 24:46 looks back (past prophecy) and serves to summarize The Gospel according to Luke: [Jesus] told 
them, “This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, …” 

C. Luke 24:47 looks ahead (future prophecy) and sets the stage for The Acts of the Apostles: [Jesus told them,] 
“…and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.” 

Group Discussion: By juxtaposing the future prophecy of Luke 24:47 with the past prophecy of Luke 24:46, what is 
our Lord Jesus wanting to impress upon us concerning the Gospel message? 

II. The Unstoppable Force of the Gospel 

A. To advance the Gospel, Jesus’ plan is to use everyday people who can and will testify personally to God’s mercy 
and grace at work in their lives (Acts 1:8). 

B. God the Holy Spirit will empower and enable these individuals to be witnesses (Acts 1:8; Luke 12:12; John 14:26). 

C. As a result, everyday people will be effectual in extending the message of God’s salvation to the ends of the earth 
(Acts 1:8). 

III. The Unstoppable Message of the Gospel 

A. The Gospel message is compelling because it speaks of God’s redemption, forgiveness, salvation, and promise 
of everlasting life through faith in Jesus Christ (Acts 2:38-39; 4:12; 16:30-34). 

B. The Gospel message is for everyone who is burdened by the weight and consequences of sin, guilt, shame, and 
separation from Almighty God (Acts 10:34-45; 11:18). 

IV. The Unstoppable Advance of the Gospel 

A. Consider the variety of Obstacles that were overcome. 

1. Language (Acts 2:6-11) 

2. Geography (Acts 2:9-11; 13:2-3,13,49; 14:1; 15:35; 16:9-10) 

3. Education (Acts 2:7; 4:13) 

4. Persecutor (Acts 9:1-31) 

B. Consider the forms of Opposition that were disregarded. 

1. Martyrdom (Acts 7:54-60; 12:2) 

2. Persecution (Acts 5:17; 8:1-3; 13:50) 

3. Threats, Intimidation, and Lies (Acts 4:17-18,21; 5:28,33; 6:11-14; 14:2; 21:30-31; 23:12-13) 

4. Physical Harm (Acts 5:40; 9:23; 14:5,19; 16:22-23) 

5. Arrest and Imprisonment (Acts 4:3; 5:18; 12:1,3; 16:23-24) 

C. Even those who sought to thwart the Gospel recognized what they were up against (Acts 5:38-39). 

D. Efforts to stop the advancement of the Gospel resulted in its further spread (Acts 4:19-20,33; 5:41-42; 8:3-4). 

Group Discussion: When obstacles and opposition arise, of what can we be assured and anticipate? 

V. The Unstoppable Spread of the Gospel 

A. Before Pentecost, the believers in Christ numbered upwards of 500 individuals (Acts 1:15; 1 Corinthians 15:6). 

B. Following Pentecost, the number of believers  in Christ grew an additional 3,000 (Acts 2:41,47), 5,000 (Acts 4:4), 
more and more (Acts 5:14), increased rapidly (Acts 6:1,7), throughout Judea, Galilee and Samaria…Lydda and 
Sharon…Joppa (Acts 9:31,35,42), a great number of people believed (Acts 11:21,24), people in Antioch, Iconium, 
Lystra and Derbe (Acts 13-14), grew daily in numbers (Acts 16:5), among both Jew and Greek (Acts 17:12), 



among the Gentiles in Macedonia, Philippi, Thessalonica, Berea, Athens, Corinth, Ephesus, Greece (Acts 16-
20). 

VI. The Unstoppable Reach of the Gospel 

A. At the beginning of Acts, the Good News of Jesus Christ was confined geographically to Jerusalem (Acts 1:4). 

B. By the end of Acts (encompassing roughly 30 years), the Good News of Jesus Christ had reached geographically 
all the way to Rome (Acts 28:16). 

C. Especially worth noting: The very last word in the book of Acts (in the original Greek) concerning the message of 
the Gospel is unhindered (Acts 28:31). 

VII. The Unstoppable Vision of the Gospel 

A. What we see exemplified in the book of Acts, began with the ministry vision which Jesus cast in Luke 24:46-47 
and Acts 1:8. 

1. Luke 24:46-47 – [Jesus] told them, “This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on 
the third day, and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning 
at Jerusalem.” 

2. Acts 1:8 – Jesus said: “…you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth.” 

B. What Jesus illustrates is like the 
throwing of a stone into the 
middle of a pond. 

1. The waves begin at the 
center, but then spread 
until they reach the farthest 
shores of the pond. 

2. Likewise, our making an 
eternal impact on the lives 
of others begins right 
where we are and includes 
ever-enlarging and ever-
encompassing rings of 
outreach. 

Group Discussion: How can and should the book of Acts inform us in the life and ministry of our congregation? …in 
our own personal lives as disciples of Jesus Christ?  

Mission Field Types of Individuals Challenge 

Jerusalem 
People near me, of same 

cultural background 
No obstacles of 

Culture or Distance 

Judea 
People further from me, of 
same cultural background. 

Distance 

Samaria 
People near me, of different 

cultural background. 
Culture 

Ends of the Earth 
People far from me, of 

different cultural background. 
Distance and 

Culture 

 


