
Bible Class-Sunday, April 11, 2021 
Thomas, Called Didymus – John 20:29 
 

Table Talk – Apart from Jesus’ resurrection, what other detail of the Easter story means the most to you? 
I. Introduction 

A. Thomas was one of the twelve disciples chosen by Christ Jesus to become an apostle to spread the Gospel. 
B. He has become known by many as doubting Thomas, but did he really have more doubts than the others? 

II. Thomas Among the Twelve (Luk 6:12-16; 9:1-6) 
A. The first mention of Thomas comes when Jesus called twelve men to be apostles after He had prayed all night. 
B. Jesus called them to be with Him and sent them out to preach the Gospel. 

III. The Twelve Did Not Understand Jesus’ True Mission and Purpose (Mar 9:31-37; 16:13-23) 
A. Jesus told the disciples He would be handed over to wicked men and killed, and then rise again the third day. 

1. None of the disciples understood exactly what He meant, and no one was brave enough to ask Him to explain. 
2. They demonstrated their lack of understanding by arguing over who would be greatest in the kingdom. 

B. At Caesarea Philippi, Peter boldly declared that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God. 
1. From that time on, Jesus began to reveal to His disciples His coming sufferings, death, and resurrection. 
2. Upon hearing that, Peter boldly rebuked Jesus and rejected what He was saying. 

IV. Thomas Demonstrated Loyalty (Joh 11:5-16) 
A. When Jesus learned that Lazarus was sick, He stated that they needed to return to Judea. 

1. The disciples questioned the wisdom of this since the Jews there had sought to stone Him. 
2. Using a figure of speech, Jesus told His disciples that he needed to awake Lazarus out of sleep. 

B. The disciples misunderstood this as they said he would awaken on his own. 
1. Jesus told them that Lazarus was dead, and He was glad He had not been there, so they would believe. 
2. There is no indication at this point that any of the twelve knew what Jesus would do when they arrived. 

C. Thomas (Didymus) encouraged his fellow disciples to go with Jesus even if it meant they would die with Him. 
V. Thomas Sought Clarification (Joh 14:1-7) 

A. Jesus briefly spoke some words of comfort before presenting the disciples with further statements about His 
going away to prepare a place for them. 
1. Jesus further said that He would return to receive them to Himself so they could be with Him. 
2. Jesus said they knew where He was going, and they knew the way there. 

B. Thomas was the one who asked for clarification on what Jesus was saying. 
1. Jesus pointed to Himself as “the way, the truth, and the life.” 
2. He further stated that no one comes to the Father, except through Him. 

VI. The Willingness to Die with Jesus (Mar 14:26-30) 
A. Jesus told the disciples that they would all stumble because of Him. 

1. Although Peter said he would not stumble, Jesus had told him he would deny Him three times. 
2. Peter claimed that even if he must die with Jesus, he would not deny him. 

B. All eleven of the disciples agreed with Peter about being willing to die with Jesus. 
VII. The Risen Christ Revealed Himself to the Disciples (Mat 28:16-20; Mar 16:9-14; Luk 24:36-48) 

A. While Matthew gives no detail about a meeting between the risen Christ and His disciples in Jerusalem, there is 
a brief mention that some doubted when they saw Him in Galilee. 

B. Mark records that the disciples did not believe Mary Magdalene, or the two who had seen Him on the road. 
C. When Jesus appeared that first Easter evening, He rebuked the disciples for their unbelief and hardness of heart, 

because they did not believe those who had seen Him after He had risen. 



1. Luke gives more detail in that same appearance which includes their fear that they were seeing a spirit, and 
Jesus asked them why doubts were arising in their hearts. 

2. He invited them to touch him because He had flesh and bone which a spirit did not have. 
3. He also ate some food as further proof. 

D. We need to take special note that after all of this, the text says, “He opened their minds that they might understand 
the Scriptures.” 

E. None of these three gospels give a separate account for Thomas; only John tells his encounter with Jesus. 
VIII.  Did Thomas Doubt More Than the Other Disciples? (Joh 20:19-28) 

A. John does not provide any reason why Thomas had not been with the others. 
B. The other disciples told him they had seen the Lord, but they too had previously been unwilling to believe His 

resurrection until they saw Him themselves. 
C. Earlier, when Jesus said he would go back to Judea to awaken Lazarus, the disciples were afraid Jesus would 

be killed, but Thomas said they should go with him, being willing to die. 
1. He had interacted with Jesus at the Last Supper without being chastised. 
2. Thomas was also among them when they all declared they were willing to die with Jesus at the Mount of 

Olives. 
D. When presented with the same experience and evidence as the other disciples, Thomas believed immediately. 

1. Jesus told Thomas he had believed because he had seen him: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet 
have believed. 

2. The Lord has made this conversation to be very precious to all who now believe that Christ Jesus is the way, 
the truth, and the life! 

IX. Jesus Appeared in Galilee after the Resurrection (Joh 21:1-14) 
A. This is the last time Thomas is mentioned by name in the four gospel accounts, and then once more in Acts. 
B. When Jesus first spoke from the shore the disciples did not recognize Him, so they apparently had no anticipation 

of this appearance. 
1. After they followed His direction, the catch was extraordinary and beyond the capacity of the net. 
2. Because of the catch, when Jesus invited them to come and eat, none of them had any doubt that this was 

the Lord. 
X. Reflections 

A. The truth and significance of Jesus’ death and resurrection… 
1. Took time for each of the disciples to fully process and discern; 
2. Required undeniable and irrefutable testimony; 
3. Was illumined by both Jesus and the Holy Spirit. 

B. Jesus’ resurrection clarified and solidified everything for the disciples. 
1. Joh 2:22 – After [Jesus] was raised from the dead, his disciples recalled what he had said. Then they believed 

the Scripture and the words that Jesus had spoken. 
2. Joh 12:16 – At first [Jesus’] disciples did not understand all this. Only after Jesus was glorified did they realize 

that these things had been written about him and that they had done these things to him.  
C. Joh 20:29 – [Jesus said,] “…blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 

1. The eye-witness accounts of these disciples continue to speak to our faith. 
2. Joh 20:31 – These are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by 

believing you may have life in his name. 
XI. Table Talk 

A. What heartening insight have you drawn from this study? 
B. What insight has this study provided for those times when you struggle with doubt? 


