
1 
 

The Fourteenth Weekend after Pentecost 
September 5-6, 2020 
 (Pre-Recorded Worship) 

 
+ Service of Prayer and Preaching + 

 
As We Gather: God wants us to experience the joy of assistance. This joy is experienced both in giving and 
in receiving. God gives us the assistance that no one else can—freedom from sin through the forgiveness of 
Jesus. God then calls us to others, to share what we have first been given.  
 
Preservice Music   
 
Pastor’s Welcome 
 
Opening Hymn: “Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service” (LSB 848, sts. 1,2,4) 

 
Lord, whose love through humble service 
bore the weight of human need, 
who upon the cross, forsaken, 
offered mercy’s perfect deed, 
we, Your servants, bring the worship 
not of voice alone, but heart, 
consecrating to Your purpose 
ev’ry gift that You impart. 
 
Still Your children wander homeless; 
still the hungry cry for bread; 
still the captives long for freedom; 
still in grief we mourn our dead. 
As, O Lord, Your deep compassion 
healed the sick and freed the soul, 
use the love Your Spirit kindles 
still to save and make us whole. 
 
Called by worship to Your service, 
forth in Your dear name we go, 
to the child, the youth, the aged, 
love in living deeds to show; 
hope and health, goodwill and comfort, 
counsel, aid, and peace we give, 
that Your servants, Lord, in freedom 
may Your mercy know and live. 

 
Invocation  
  

P:  In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. [Matthew 28:19b] 
C:  Amen. 

 
Confession & Absolution 
 

P:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C:  But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from 

all unrighteousness. [1 John 1:8-9] 
 

(There is silence for a time of reflection and self-examination.) 
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P:  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father, 
C:  Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against 

You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly 
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
P:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God forgives us all 

our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become the children of God and 
bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to 
completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. [John 1:12; Philippians 1:6] 

C:  Amen. 
 
Prayer of the Day 
 

P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
P:  Let us pray. O God of power and might, Your Son shows us the way of service, and in Him we inherit the 

riches of Your grace. Give us the wisdom to know what is right and the strength to serve the world You 
have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen.  
  

+ Readings from Holy Scripture + 
 
Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 58:3-9a 
 

 “ ‘Why have we fasted,’ they say, ‘and you have not seen it? Why have we humbled ourselves, and you have 
not noticed?’  

“Yet on the day of your fasting, you do as you please and exploit all your workers. Your fasting ends in 
quarreling and strife, and in striking each other with wicked fists. You cannot fast as you do today and expect 
your voice to be heard on high. Is this the kind of fast I have chosen, only a day for a man to humble himself? 
Is it only for bowing one’s head like a reed and for lying on sackcloth and ashes? Is that what you call a fast, 
a day acceptable to the LORD?  

“Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: to loose the chains of injustice and untie the cords of the yoke, 
to set the oppressed free and break every yoke? it not to share your food with the hungry and to provide the 
poor wanderer with shelter—when you see the naked, to clothe him, and not to turn away from your own 
flesh and blood? Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will quickly appear; then your 
righteousness will go before you, and the glory of the LORD will be your rear guard. Then you will call, and 
the LORD will answer; you will cry for help, and he will say: Here am I.” 
 
L:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalmody: Psalm 112:1-9 (Metrical paraphrase by Michael Morgan) 
 

P:  How happy are they, whose eager delight  
 is none but to praise and serve thee aright; 
C:  who make, LORD, thy will their unquestioned decree,  
 and nurture their children in reverence to thee. 
 
P:  Forever the LORD will honor the race  
 which worships in awe, and prospers in grace; 
C:  in darkness, the godly a radiance shall find,  
 and equal compassion for those who are kind. 
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P:  In presence of foes, the just shall not fear,  
 for peace is God’s vow, and ever is near; 
C:  to those who in confidence rest on God’s will,  
 his unmeasured mercies their vict’ry fulfill. 
 
P: From bountiful stores, God’s generous hand  
 shall scatter its good far over the land; 
C:  the poor shall inherit the wealth of the proud,  
 and tongues of the righteous sing praises aloud! 

 
Second Reading: Philippians 4:4-13 
 

Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. 
Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your 
requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus.  

Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is 
lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things. Whatever 
you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me—put it into practice. And the God of peace will 
be with you.  

I rejoice greatly in the Lord that at last you have renewed your concern for me. Indeed, you have been 
concerned, but you had no opportunity to show it. I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have 
learned to be content whatever the circumstances. I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to 
have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, 
whether living in plenty or in want. I can do everything through him who gives me strength. 
 
L:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

 
Holy Gospel: Matthew 25:31-46 
 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 25th chapter. 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
[Jesus said] “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his throne in 
heavenly glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another 
as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his 
left.  

“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your 
inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me 
something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I 
needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to 
visit me.’  

“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give 
you something to drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe 
you? When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’  

“The King will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you 
did for me.’  

“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared 
for the devil and his angels. For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me 
nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I 
was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.’  

“They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or 
sick or in prison, and did not help you?’  

“He will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for 
me.’  

“Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.” 
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P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ.  

              
Children’s Message 
 
Sermon Hymn: “Lord of All Nations, Grant Me Grace” (LSB 844, sts. 1,2,5) 

 
Lord of all nations, grant me grace 
to love all people, ev’ry race; 
and in each person may I see 
my kindred, loved, redeemed by Thee. 
 
Break down the wall that would divide 
Thy children, Lord, on ev’ry side. 
My neighbor’s good let me pursue; 
let Christian love bind warm and true. 
 
Give me Thy courage, Lord, to speak 
whenever strong oppress the weak. 
Should I myself the victim be, 
help me forgive, rememb’ring Thee. 

 
Sermon: “Joy in the Journey: The Joy of Assistance” (Philippians 4:10) 
 
Nicene Creed (spoken by all) 
 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his Father before all worlds, God of 

God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by 
whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was 
incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 
Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures 
and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And he will come again with glory to 
judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who 
with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe 
in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look 
for the resurrection of the dead and the life + of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Our Offerings 
 

Our joyful and thankful response to God's blessings continues during this time. We are grateful for your 
continued support of the ministries of Cornerstone Lutheran Church. To give electronically, go to the top right 
of our website (www.CornerstoneLutheran.church) and click on the GIVE box. 

 
Musical Offering: “When the Storms of Life Are Raging” (soloist) - arr. Henke 
 (Words provided for reflection.) 
 

When the storms of life are raging, stand by me; 
when the storms of life are raging, stand by me; 
when the world is tossing me like a ship across the sea: 
thou who rulest wind and water, stand by me. 
 
In the midst of tribulation, stand by me; 
in the midst of tribulation, stand by me; 
when the hosts of hell assail and my strength begins to fail: 
thou who never lost a battle, stand by me. 
 

https://www.cornerstonelutheran.church/
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In the midst of faults and failures, stand by me; 
in the midst of faults and failures, stand by me; 
when I do the best I can, and my friends misunderstand: 
thou who knowest all about me, stand by me. 
 
In the midst of persecution, stand by me; 
in the midst of persecution, stand by me; 
when my foes in battle array undertake to stop my way: 
thou who saved Paul and Silas, stand by me. 
 
When I’m growing old and feeble, stand by me; 
when I’m growing old and feeble, stand by me; 
when my life becomes a burden, and I’m nearing chilly Jordan: 
O thou Lily of the Valley, stand by me. 
 
O my Father, Lord and Savior, stand by me.  

– Charles Tindley (1851-1933) 
 
Prayer of the Church 
 

P:  Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power on the Church, 
the world, and on all in need. (A brief silence.) 

 
P:  Sovereign of all, train our ears to hear Your cry in the needs of those around us. Bless all social ministries 

of the Church through which we seek to assist others in the same manner in which we have been served. 
Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
 
P:  Holy God, it is Your desire that all people might come to know You intimately. Lead our communities into 

deeper relationships with You. May your Church radiate Your righteousness to all whom we encounter. 
Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
 
P:  Bring peace to every place where conflict rages. Grant opportunities for ending divisions among us and 

usher in Your reign of unity and reconciliation. Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
 
P:  Heal the sinful divisions we erect between ourselves and release us from our sin. Restore our capacity to 

see Your image in all those we encounter. Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
 
P:  Pour out the gifts of Your Spirit on children and youth throughout the Church. Sustain those who work in 

children’s ministry, youth ministry, and campus ministry as they nurture the gifts of faith in young people. 
Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 
 

(Here other intercessions may be offered.) 
 
P:  Thank You for those saints now departed who fed the hungry, clothed the naked, and tended to the sick. 

Inspire us by their example. Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
 
P:  Confident that You are able to accomplish more than we ever dare to ask, we bring these prayers before 

You, believing in Your power and saving grace revealed in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer (spoken by all) 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Benediction 
 

P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. The 
Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

C:  Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn: “Son of God, Eternal Savior” (LSB 842, sts. 1-3) 

 
Son of God, eternal Savior, 
source of life and truth and grace, 
word made flesh, whose birth among us 
hallows all our human race, 
You our Head, who, throned in glory, 
for Your own will ever plead: 
fill us with Your love and pity, 
heal our wrongs, and help our need. 
 
As You, Lord, have lived for others, 
so may we for others live. 
Freely have Your gifts been granted; 
freely may Your servants give. 
Yours the gold and Yours the silver, 
Yours the wealth of land and sea; 
we but stewards of Your bounty 
held in solemn trust will be. 
 
Come, O Christ, and reign among us, 
King of love and Prince of Peace; 
hush the storm of strife and passion, 
bid its cruel discords cease. 
By Your patient years of toiling, 
by Your silent hours of pain, 
quench our fevered thirst of pleasure, 
stem our selfish greed of gain. 
 

Postlude   
 

+ + + 
 

Assisting in Worship 
Preacher: Pastor Scott Giger 

Liturgist: Pastor Luther Brunette 
Keyboards: Barry Bobb 
Vocalist: Jennifer Midkiff 
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