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November 11, 2018
The Fruitful Life: Lessons from the Vineyard “The Power of Pruning”
[Jesus said to them], “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes every branch
in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have
already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as
the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in
me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit,
because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a
branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned." John 15:1-6
Questions in this GPS marked with an arrow bullet point are particularly recommended for group discussion. Group leaders
may add other discussion questions, or substitute other questions for the marked ones, at their discretion.

Branches stay in the vine to be fruitful
MONDAY 11.12.18 John 15:1-5
Israelites often saw themselves as part of a vineyard God tended (cf. Psalm 80:8-18, Isaiah 5:1-7). A
golden sculpture of a vine over the porch of the Jerusalem Temple reinforced the image. But when
Jesus used that image he made it more personal and more challenging. Only as his followers stayed
united to him like branches to a vine, Jesus said, would their lives bear the kind of fruit God sought.
Ø If you imagine a story in which one branch from a vine or tree decided that it didn’t need the vine,
and could “go it alone,” you realize that branch would soon wither and die. How does your personal
Bible reading, prayer and other spiritual disciplines support your connection to Jesus? In what
ways do other Christians help keep you “in Jesus”?
• Jesus was definite: “A branch can’t produce fruit by itself, but must remain in the vine.” In our highachieving, Type A culture, do you ever find yourself tugged in the direction of thinking you can
produce fruit by yourself, that your good intentions and determination are all you need to lead a life
pleasing to God? We’ll see this week that Jesus did call us to work with him. But given that, why do
you believe he said you cannot do it by yourself?
Prayer: Lord Jesus, you are the vine; I am a branch. Keep me so closely connected to you that I will
be a branch that bears good fruit. Amen.
Prune branches that “aren’t the Lord’s”
TUESDAY 11.13.18 Isaiah 18:4-6, Jeremiah 5:1, 10-11
Some vineyard pruning is relatively random: “excess leaves and tendrils are cut away to encourage
greater yield.” * In our lives, illnesses or accidents may produce a similar kind of “pruning.” God doesn’t
cause those things, but we may learn lessons as we trust God through them. The prophets, however,
spoke of very intentional spiritual pruning, in which God called for pruning away branches that “aren’t
the LORD’s.”

Prophets like Isaiah, Jeremiah and others (e.g. Amos 2:6-8) challenged Israelites to stop acting in
ways that betrayed their covenant with God and hurt the weakest of their neighbors. They spoke
about pruning branches that aren’t the LORD’s. When have you seen someone close to you
(maybe even yourself) needing to set aside some attitude or behavior that was clearly not what
God wanted in their life?
Ø Jeremiah challenged a lie that denied the need for change: “They have lied about the LORD and
said, ‘He’ll do nothing!’” “It was a popular prophet who offered the people the hope of peace,
security and resolution of the problem. Denial is the path of least resistance.” ** When you discern
that something in your life or of someone close to you needs pruning, how tempting do you find it to
lapse into denial? How can you avoid that perilous course?
Prayer: Lord God, when you find an unfruitful branch growing in my life, warn me and give me the
courage to honestly face the problem, and trust your pruning action. Amen.
•

* HarperCollins Christian Publishing. NIV, Cultural Backgrounds Study Bible, eBook: Bringing to Life the Ancient World of
Scripture (Kindle Locations 156050-156054). Zondervan. Kindle Edition.
** HarperCollins Christian Publishing. NIV, Cultural Backgrounds Study Bible, eBook: Bringing to Life the Ancient World of
Scripture (Kindle Locations 173833-173834). Zondervan. Kindle Edition.

We choose to work with God’s pruning
WEDNESDAY 11.14.18 Matthew 5:29-30; Colossians 3:5-10
Jesus clearly taught in his Sermon on the Mount that our mind and heart stray off course before any
outward act ever does. “I say to you that everyone who is angry with their brother or sister will be in
danger of judgment” (Matthew 5:22). “I say to you that every man who looks at a woman lustfully has
already committed adultery in his heart” (Matthew 5:28). The apostle Paul said the pruning it takes to
choose a new life in Christ is like taking off and putting on outfits. He listed hurtful traits Christ-followers
should “take off” (verses 5, 8).
• Jesus said your inner being steals, commits adultery or even kills before your body ever does
any of those things. That made it clear he wasn’t telling us to literally mutilate our bodies in
today’s reading from Matthew. What do you believe Jesus wanted his potent images to teach us
about our inner life? What, if anything, might you need to change in your day-to-day life to take
Jesus seriously?
Ø The apostle Paul wrote to the Christians in Philippi, “From now on, brothers and sisters, if
anything is excellent and if anything is admirable, focus your thoughts on these things: all that is
true, all that is holy, all that is just, all that is pure, all that is lovely, and all that is worthy of praise”
(Philippians 4:8). How many parts of your listening, watching or reading fully live up to that
standard? How could adopting Paul’s wisdom help you prune damaging influences out of
your life?
Prayer: King Jesus, let your word show me where my life is bearing bad fruit, or is on the way to doing
that. Help me to grow in the healthy, fruitful directions that you offer me. Amen.

We harvest what we plant
THURSDAY 11.15.18 Galatians 6:7-9
Last week we read Jesus’ parable that showed the value of being good soil in which the seed God
plants can grow strong and fruitful (cf. Mark 4:2-9, 14-20). In today’s reading, the apostle Paul switched
the image a bit. He pictured us as the farmers, who need to be careful what we plant in the soil of our
lives. His point was that often our choices, rather than things we cannot help, are the source of
disappointing life outcomes.
• In the first part of Galatians 6, Paul talked about relationships, about ways the Galatian Christians
could help and uplift one another. Those are choices we control. When have you seen your
choices, or those of someone close to you, “sow” one or more negative effects? What have you
learned, or can you learn, to bring about better outcomes in the future?
• Verse 9 said doing good takes focused effort. “The first verb [“get tired”] puts emphasis on losing
interest (for example, “spiritless”) and the second [“give up”] on becoming discouraged or relaxing
one’s efforts.” * Paul knew this can be a spiritual hazard. Have you ever gotten tired of doing good?
If so, what helped renew your energy to bear good fruit by blessing others?
Prayer: Lord God, each day I face dozens of choices. Give me ever clearer vision so that I make
those choices in ways that will make me, and even more importantly you, pleased with the harvest
they produce. Amen.
* Daniel C. Arichea, Jr. and Eugene A. Nida, A Handbook on Paul’s Letter to the Galatians. New York: United Bible
Societies, 1976, p. 152.

Discerning good fruit from bad
FRIDAY 11.16.18 James 3:8-18
We’re virtually certain that Jesus’ brother James (cf. Matthew 13:55, 1 Corinthians 15:7, Galatians
1:19) wrote this letter. Many of its phrases echoed Jesus’ teachings. Today’s reading reminds us that
discerning the quality of the fruit the “grapevine” of our lives produces is not deeply mysterious or
difficult. James laid out clear examples of what both bad and good fruit looks like.
• James 3:13-15 said “bitter jealousy” and “selfish ambition” are bad fruit; humility good and wise
fruit. Have you ever seen jealousy or selfish ambition damage relationships between people? How
does humility protect against these hurtful ways of thinking? Do you believe you can act with
confidence (in any setting) out of humility rather than pride? What attitudes or actions does it take
to make that a reality?
• Prayerfully review the harmful qualities James listed and the ones he said come “from above.”
Which are most characteristic of your life? How can you direct your effort, working with God, to
make the wisdom from above more and more the dominant characteristics in all your everyday
relationships?
Prayer: God of wisdom, I want to increasingly live out your wisdom in my earthly life. Guide me as I
prune and shape my character to more closely match your ideal for me. Amen.

“You will know them by their fruit”
SATURDAY 11.17.18 Matthew 7:12, 15-20
Jesus didn’t offer quick, easy surface change. He focused on the deep inner roots from which life
springs. Like prophets before him, he warned about false prophets (cf. Jeremiah 6:13-14; Ezekiel
22:28). They challenged Jesus’ followers, too (cf. Acts 20:29). But Jesus’ main concern was not for us
to play “gotcha” toward others, even false prophets. Jesus wanted us to know how to recognize them
because following them can damage the roots of our life, and the kind of fruit we bear.
Ø Jesus said we learn about a tree’s inner makeup from the fruit it bears—grape vines bear grapes;
apple trees bear apples. In the end, the key spiritual reality is not how good we look publicly, but
whether our way of life springs from our connection with God or not. We often apply these verses
mainly to religious leaders who fail morally—but the principle works the other way too. Are there
people you have learned to trust more as you have seen the fruit of their life and work? What kind
of “fruit” do you find most persuasive? How closely does your inner life align with the public “face”
you show at church? What makes inward reality more valuable than outward show in God’s sight?
Prayer: Lord Jesus, I’m willing to make every effort to become the person you call me to be—or at
least I want to be willing to do that. Please add your power to my effort. Amen.
Family Activity: Read John 15:1-5. As a family, discuss what Jesus might mean when he says he is
the vine and we are the branches. Take a trip to a grocery store, a farmer’s market or a garden.
Explore different fruits and vegetables that grow on vines (watermelon, grapes, cucumbers,
pumpkins). Ask questions such as, “Could the fruit grow without the vine?” or “How would the
vegetables grow if the branches weren’t connected to the vine?” If possible, ask a gardener or a farmer
for information on how important the vine and branches are to the growth of the fruit. Also explore the
roles of the vine and branches and the importance of their connection. (If the weather doesn’t allow an
outing, explore websites showing vines and branches.) Pray and ask God to help you stay connected
to Jesus and to bear his fruit.
Prayer Requests – cor.org/prayer Prayers for Peace & Comfort:
David Conrady and family on the death of Larry Conrady, brother, 10/29
Penny Ellwood and family on the death of Gail Shore, father, 11/5

