
 
November 4, 2018    
The Fruitful Life: Lessons from the Vineyard    “The Power of Terroir”	
Let me sing for my loved one 
a love song for his vineyard. 
My loved one had a vineyard on a fertile hillside. 
He dug it, 
cleared away its stones, 
planted it with excellent vines, 
built a tower inside it, 
and dug out a wine vat in it. 
He expected it to grow good grapes.  Isaiah 5:1-2c 

[Then Jesus said,] “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard. He put 
a fence around it, dug a winepress in it, and built a tower. Then he rented it to tenant farmers and took 
a trip. When it was time for harvest, he sent his servants to the tenant farmers to collect his fruit.”   
Matthew 21:33-34 

Questions in this GPS marked with an arrow bullet point are particularly recommended for group discussion. Group leaders 
may add other discussion questions, or substitute other questions for the marked ones, at their discretion. 

Many Israelites had vineyards 
MONDAY 11.5.18   Nehemiah 5:1-6, Amos 9:11-15 
“Israel was a land of vineyards….it is not surprising that the vine and the vineyard, so characteristic of 
this country’s agricultural fertility, serve as potent images for the land itself.” * Today most vineyards 
are large and owned by well-off people. But Nehemiah 5 told of an economic crisis in Israel after the 
exile. The families upset that they had to use their vineyards to secure loans to buy food or pay taxes 
were clearly not very wealthy. The prophet Amos’ picture of a better future expected many families 
would plant vineyards next to their gardens. 
• Before Israel’s exile, the prophets sternly rebuked economic injustice (e.g. Isaiah 1:16-17,  

Amos 2:6-8). After the exile, human nature was still there. Some people with lots of resources 
exploited their less wealthy neighbors. As Nehemiah 5:6 showed, “Nehemiah … didn’t remain calm 
or apathetic…. He exemplified righteous indignation. ‘God is a righteous judge, a God who is angry 
at evil every single day’ (Psalm 7:11).” ** When you see injustice, do you tend to remain calm or 
apathetic, or react with righteous indignation? 

• Like most of the prophets, Amos did not make his words of judgment the last words. (“The worst 
thing is never the last thing.”) In his concluding promise of a better future (“In that day…”), he said 
God’s people would “plant vineyards” because God would “plant them.” As a participant in God’s 
promises (cf. Galatians 3:29), how does this promise of God planting you in a secure, fruitful world 
made new speak to your heart? 
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Prayer: Dear God, give me a heart that reacts like yours to injustice in our broken world. And 
strengthen my desire to let you plant me in the better world you have always promised. Amen.  
* Leland Ryken, James C. Wilhoit, Tremper Longman III, gen. editors. Dictionary of Biblical Imagery. Downers Grove, IL: 
InterVarsity Press, 1998, p. 915. 
** Kyong Jin-Lee, study note on Nehemiah 5:6 in The CEB Study Bible. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2013, p. 747 OT. 

Vines: symbols of God’s restoring work  
TUESDAY 11.6.18   Hosea 14:4-8, Isaiah 61:1-3, 10-11 
Did You Know? 
The Church of the Resurrection does not endorse specific parties or candidates but does strongly urge 
everyone to take the privilege of voting seriously, and to vote in line with their understanding of God’s 
principles. On this Election Day, if you have not already voted, please do so, and ask God to guide 
you, our nation’s people and the leaders we will choose today. 

Resurrection’s Leawood sanctuary has vines woven into its design at various places. (Click here * for a 
photo of the screens that cover the organ speakers. You’ll also see vines in the pulpit and other 
sanctuary elements.) In this, the worship space follows the Hebrew prophets’ lead. They used vines 
(and more broadly, the whole image of God as a planter and grower) as symbols to teach the Hebrew 
people about God’s life-giving, renewing power. 
• Hosea, like most other prophets, warned Israel that their unjust behavior and persistent worship of 

Canaanite idols was breaking their covenant with God. That exposed them to danger without 
God’s protection. But Hosea’s final image of God healing them and making them “blossom like the 
vine” said, “It’s always possible to turn. God’s people always have a choice.” ** No matter what lies 
in your past, you always have the choice to turn back to God. When have you done that? Will you 
do it whenever you need to? 

Ø Jesus read the first three verses of Isaiah 61 in his hometown synagogue and said he was the 
fulfilment of that promise (cf. Luke 4:16-21). His knowledge of the passage most likely extended to 
verse 11’s beautiful promise of God growing “righteousness and praise before all the nations.” 
Identify one or two ways you are aware of God accomplishing that, either in history or in your life 
experience today. 

Prayer: Lord God, let my life be a vehicle through which you can grow righteousness and praise in the 
hearts of those with whom I come in contact. Amen. 
* https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cor.org/campuses/leawood/building-
photos/LWD_OrganScreens.jpg?mtime=20181031152408 
** John Goldingay, Daniel and The Twelve Prophets for Everyone. Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2016, p. 103. 

God’s vineyard went wrong  
WEDNESDAY 11.7.18   Isaiah 5:1-7, Mark 12:1-12  
Isaiah 5 created an image the people of Israel loved: themselves as God’s vineyard. Sadly, Isaiah 
didn’t make the image’s message positive. He said that they had disappointed their God—despite 
being planted in the terroir (the unique terrain, in which the grapes grew) of a fertile hillside, the 
vineyard produced “rotten grapes.” Jesus’ vineyard parable used that well-known image, and like 
Isaiah used it sadly. His story exposed the murder in the hearts of “religious” people who thought their 
titles gave them the authority to rebuke and refuse him. 
Ø Isaiah emphasized his point with Hebrew wordplay. “In Isa 5: 7 God looks for “justice” (mishpat), but 

finds “bloodshed” (mishpah). He seeks “righteousness” (tsedaqa), but gets “cries of distress” 
(tseaqa). Someone has suggested an English equivalent: ‘He sought equity, but found iniquity, a 



righteous nation, but instead, lamentation.’” * Have you seen people who began seeking God’s 
justice or righteousness, but instead produced bloodshed or distress? How can you avoid doing that? 

• After Jesus told his pointed story, the religious authorities wanted to arrest him, but “they were 
afraid of the crowd.” Ironically, in this case “the crowd” saw more clearly than their religious leaders. 
What blocked the leaders’ vision? How can you keep your spiritual eyes and ears clear to 
recognize God’s work in both expected and unexpected places? 

Prayer: Dear God, you’ve given me so many favorable conditions to learn and understand what you 
seek from me. Help me not to disappoint you, but to let your principles guide me to a flourishing life. 
Amen. 
* HarperCollins Christian Publishing. NIV, Cultural Backgrounds Study Bible, eBook: Bringing to Life the Ancient World of 
Scripture (Kindle Locations 154999-155002). Zondervan. Kindle Edition. 

God’s seeds planted in good soil 
THURSDAY 11.8.18   Mark 4:2-9, 14-20 
Jesus told a parable about a farmer sowing seed, and where the seed landed made a big difference. 
(People trained in wine tasting say one layer of a wine’s flavor reflects the terroir, the soil, in which the 
grapes grew.) At the story’s end, he used a common Hebrew expression: “Whoever has ears to listen 
should pay attention!” It was a way of saying the story’s meaning wasn’t obvious, that understanding 
its message took attention and thought. 
Ø Verse 9, as Jesus used it, was not mainly about eardrums. “In the Bible the ear is synonymous 

with the heart and mind as an organ of cognition (Prov 2:2; Is 6:9–10), and true hearing involves 
listening and understanding (Job 34:16).” * What has helped you tune your inner, spiritual “ears” to 
God’s voice? What helps you persist in seeking to understand God’s teachings, rather than just 
giving up? 

• When we “listen and pay attention” to what Jesus said about his story, we realize that he wasn’t 
talking about farming, either. He was teaching lessons about spiritual growth, the factors that can 
keep us from growing, and the importance of taking in God’s good “seed” and allowing it to grow. 
What steps are you taking to make your heart and mind “good soil” in which God’s word can grow 
and bear a good crop? 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you want me to know you. You reveal yourself in many ways, some of them 
subtle and quiet. Give me ears to hear, a spirit attuned and attentive to all you wish to plant in me. 
Amen. 
* Leland Ryken, James C. Wilhoit, Tremper Longman III, general editors, Dictionary of Biblical Imagery. Downers Grove, IL: 
InterVarsity Press, USA, 1998, p. 223. 

Don’t be lazy with your “vineyard”  
FRIDAY 11.9.18   Proverbs 24:30-34 
This passage expressed simple wisdom. “One of the single most important themes in the book of 
Proverbs contrasts lazy people with the diligent. The sages considered laziness a preeminent type of 
folly that results in destitution.” * It is of course wiser to work diligently than to lazily while away our 
days. (Like all the proverbs, there are exceptions. At times lazy people end up wealthy, for various 
reasons.) But as we recall how the prophets and Jesus used vineyards as a spiritual image, the 
proverb may also tell us about our inner life. 
• In terms of a physical vineyard, these were the results the proverb described: “Thorns grew all over 

it; weeds covered the ground, and the stone wall was falling down.” What would be some of the 



specific results you (but maybe not always other people) could discern if you are “lazy” about 
caring for your inner “vineyard”?  

• On the other hand, what steps might it take for you to avoid spiritual poverty by actively caring for 
your inner vineyard? (Click here ** to view an online version of a booklet that explains five 
“expectations” we believe will help Resurrection members grow spiritually.) Prayerfully reflect on 
how adopting each of those five inner disciplines could help keep the “stone wall” of your spiritual 
vineyard from falling. 

Prayer: O God, remind me that the life to which you call me is a good life, one that produces greater 
purpose, satisfaction and joy. Deliver me from the urge to be lazy in following you. Amen. 
* HarperCollins Christian Publishing. NIV, Cultural Backgrounds Study Bible, eBook: Bringing to Life the Ancient World of 
Scripture (Kindle Locations 140910-140911). Zondervan. Kindle Edition. 

“You are God’s field”  
SATURDAY 11.10.18   1 Corinthians 3:6-9 
Earlier in 1 Corinthians (cf. 1 Corinthians 1:11-12), the apostle Paul addressed the report of some 
Corinthian Christians who had come to visit him that the Christians in that Greek city were dividing into 
factions. They apparently drew the dividing lines by choosing their favorite church leader. In today’s 
passage, Paul made it plain he saw no value at all in playing that game. He said he and an eloquent 
Christian from Alexandria, Egypt named Apollos both served the same function: working together to 
nurture God’s vineyard—God’s people. But they both realized it is God who produces the growth in 
human hearts and lives. 
Ø Scholar N. T. Wright wrote, “What he has a problem with is the idea that anyone might play off him 

and Apollos against one another, within some personality contest based on the human standards 
of ‘wisdom’ and rhetoric…. Paul is just as cross about people putting him on a pedestal as he is 
about anybody else being there. There is only one pedestal in the kingdom of God, and only one 
person to be put on it. But it isn’t a statue to be put up as a monument in a town square. It is a 
cross; and the Messiah who hung and died on it passed judgment on all human fame, celebrity, 
popularity and reputation.” * What does it mean to keep Jesus on his cross at the center of your 
inner vineyard, and not any of Jesus’ human servants who help to water the vines?  

Prayer: Lord Jesus, I can learn much from many of your servants. But in the end, only you can make 
the seeds of your kingdom grow in my life. Please keep me growing and thriving in your grace. Amen. 

Family Activity: Sometime this week, gather your family to spend part of a day or an evening outside 
in God’s creation. Read Genesis 1 and take some time to enjoy all God offers us in nature. Breathe in 
fresh air. Visit a vineyard in the area, if you can. Snack on fresh fruits and vegetables, especially 
grapes. Listen for insects and animals. Feel the grass on your feet or hands. Enjoy one another. If you 
have time, be open to learning about the different aspects of creation. Find a place to hike or watch a 
waterfall. Visit the zoo or aquarium. Dig in the dirt and plant something. Give thanks to God for the 
world and for all of God’s creation! 
* N. T. Wright, Paul for Everyone: 1 Corinthians. Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2004, p. 35. 

Prayer Requests – cor.org/prayer   Prayers for Peace & Comfort: 
James Dixon and family on the death of Pearl JoAnn Dixon, mother, 10/14 
Sandy Buntin and family on the death of Laurence “Larry” Hanna, father, 10/27 
Kerri Renz and family on the death of Joyce Bromlow, mother, 10/30 
 


