
 
April 29, 2018 “What would Jesus say…to the Church of the Resurrection? 
[Jesus said to his disciples,] “You are the salt of the earth. But if salt loses its saltiness, how 
will it become salty again? It’s good for nothing except to be thrown away and trampled under 
people’s feet. You are the light of the world. A city on top of a hill can’t be hidden. Neither do 
people light a lamp and put it under a basket. Instead, they put it on top of a lampstand, and it 
shines on all who are in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before people, so they 
can see the good things you do and praise your Father who is in heaven.”   Matthew 5:13-16 
  
“To seek and save the lost” 
MONDAY 4.30.18   Luke 19:1-10 
Many of us know at least the outline of Zacchaeus’ story. This tax collector was small, not just 
outwardly but inwardly. Jesus invited himself to the man’s house, and Luke wrote, “Everyone who 
saw this grumbled,” not just a few self-righteous priests. It was as though Jesus replied, “Of course 
I’ve gone to be the guest of a ‘sinner’—that’s why I came.” This wasn’t just a story about Jesus and 
one man long ago. His actions and words defined the mission to which he called his followers, 
including us. 
Ø Zacchaeus was so eager to see Jesus that even as a wealthy public citizen he climbed a tree to 

offset his shortness. Jesus was so eager to reach Zacchaeus that he very publicly invited himself 
to a meal at the house of one of the town’s most despised “sinners.” Are you willing to set aside 
worries about your social dignity and status to “see” Jesus more fully, and to reach others with 
Jesus’ love? How might that spirit shape our congregation’s choices? 

• Jesus somehow saw in Zacchaeus, the self-serving tax collector, a man who could be generous. 
To the townspeople’s amazement, he turned out to be right. Zacchaeus said, “I give half of my 
possessions to the poor. And if I have cheated anyone, I repay them four times as much.” Do 
you know anyone who radically reoriented their life after meeting Jesus? What good qualities 
has Jesus drawn out or magnified in you? 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you didn’t reach out to Zacchaeus grudgingly. You cared deeply about the 
good, generous person he’d nearly forgotten to be. Give me, and our congregation, your eye for the 
good possibilities in everyone. Amen. 

Marching orders for the church  
TUESDAY 5.1.18   Matthew 28:16-20 
Jesus made it plain that once God has found us, we don’t just sit idly by and watch God search for 
others. Jesus’ “marching orders” to his followers were that we be his witnesses, making disciples, 
baptizing and teaching, actively participating in God’s work of calling humans back to God. And we 
never pursue that mission alone—Jesus promised to be with us every day.  
• This passage offered a command, and a promise. Jesus addressed the command to all his 

followers: “Go…make disciples of all nations…baptizing them …and teaching them.” In what 
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ways are you gifted to help carry out this commission? How does Jesus’ command to live out his 
mission shape your understanding of what it means for Resurrection to be “the church”? 

• The risen Jesus’ promise grew out of his declaration that “I’ve received all authority in heaven 
and on earth.” In that sweeping authority, he said, “I myself will be with you every day until the 
end of this present age.” In the first century, that meant that not even the Roman Empire could 
block him from being with his followers. And no power on earth today has the authority to make 
Jesus abandon you. How can knowing Jesus is with you give you courage, strength and peace? 
How can it make us fearless as a congregation? 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, amazingly, challengingly, wonderfully, I am, and we together are, your strategic 
plan to reach the world. Grow me into a person who joyfully lives my role in carrying out your 
marching orders. Amen. 

Jesus’ mission defines our mission 
WEDNESDAY 5.2.18   Luke 4:16-21 
In the Nazareth synagogue, Jesus read from Isaiah 61:1-2. Then he stunned his hometown 
audience by saying, in effect, “Isaiah’s text was about me.” Isaiah said the one the Lord anointed 
(“Messiah” meant “anointed one”) would especially help the poor, the prisoners, the blind and the 
oppressed. Jesus’ choice of “platform” said that his mission was to dramatically change the world’s 
priorities, to bring spiritual and social good news, healing and deliverance. 
• Do you think Jesus understood the words he read in Nazareth as just symbolic words about 

spiritual captivity, or did he, like Methodism’s founder John Wesley, want to help actual “poor, 
beggared prisoners”? (If you sense God nudging you in that direction, click here <search Prison 
Ministry at cor.org> to learn more.) What are some other practical ways you can help our 
congregation live out God’s concern for justice today? 

Ø Jesus upset many of his hearers by saying God’s kingdom was present, not just future. Luke 
4:21 in The Message says, “You’ve just heard Scripture make history. It came true just now in 
this place.” * Are you waiting for God to change the world “someday”? How are you making 
yourself available NOW for God to change your life—and through you, the lives of others? 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, the poor, the prisoners, the blind, the oppressed—sometimes I start feeling 
overwhelmed. You never did. Grow in me a patient determination to channel your power to make 
this world a better place. Amen. 
* From Eugene H. Peterson, The Message. NavPress, 1993-2002. 

The harvest is bigger than you can imagine  
THURSDAY 5.3.18   Matthew 9:35-38, John 4:28-35 
Jesus was “a man on a mission.” He worked tirelessly to restore people to physical, emotional and 
spiritual wholeness. He must have amazed the disciples by saying, in the hostile city of Samaria, 
“Open your eyes and notice that the fields are already ripe for the harvest” (verse 35). The fields 
WERE ripe—many Samaritans accepted Jesus’ message. The Church of the Resurrection’s 
congregational “DNA” springs from Jesus’ actions and teaching. Like him, we believe the harvest is 
plentiful—likely bigger than we can even imagine. God calls us to bring our whole selves to helping 
gather that harvest. 
• Jesus yearned for God to “send out workers into his harvest field.” To what extent do you think 

“troubled and helpless…sheep without a shepherd” expresses the spiritual state of your 
neighbors, co-workers, even some people you know in church? Are you willing to become one of 



the workers Jesus wished for? What abilities and resources has God given you that you can use 
to help reach troubled, helpless people with the good news of Jesus? 

Ø Since you have welcomed Jesus and the light he brings to your life, how have you seen God 
work in unexpected ways in you? Through you in the lives of others you know? Do you see 
“fields ripe for the harvest” today? Does your church family recognize the “ripeness” of those 
fields? In what ways is God calling you to share the love he is placing in your heart with others in 
your circle of influence? 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, the news is full of stories about spiritually and physically troubled, helpless 
people. Guide me and my church to a clear sense of ways in which we can work under your 
guidance to reach those responsive people. Amen. 

A mission of attraction 
FRIDAY 5.4.18   Matthew 5:13-16 
As Resurrection dreams about ways we can be a long-term force for good, we ground that dreaming 
by remembering who we are and why we are here. Jesus said God calls us to be “the light of the 
world,” people through whom God’s light illumines the dark, hurting places around us. We respond to 
Jesus' call to live lives led by the Holy Spirit through which God’s light reaches beyond the walls of our 
church. As people see the good things we do, we want them to praise our Father in heaven, not us. 
• Jesus said, “A city on top of a hill can’t be hidden.” He intended for his followers’ actions to be 

visible, to be attractive. He also said we let our light shine for a specific reason—so that people 
who see what we do will praise God. We often see corporate PR campaigns aimed only at 
acquiring fame, money or market share. If our ultimate purpose is to lead people to praise God, 
how can that shape our efforts to make our church’s actions visible? 

• On a more personal level, who has been a light in your life? What have you learned about living 
as a channel for God’s light from their example? Who do you know whose world you have a 
chance to brighten? Pray about this, and choose one specific step you can take to bring the light 
of God’s love into their life this week. 

Prayer: Loving God, teach me how to open my heart more and more to your light. Fill me to 
overflowing with that light, so that it shines out to everyone with whom I come in contact. Amen. 
 
A mission born from and saturated with love 
SATURDAY 5.5.18   John 13:34-35, 15:9-12 
In the darkness of the night before his crucifixion, Jesus gave his disciples a new commandment 
that glowed with heaven’s light: “As I have loved you, so you must love each other. This is how 
everyone will know you are my disciples.” The command to love one another was not new, but “as I 
have loved you” took “love” to a whole new level. Jesus’ followers learned that they couldn’t love that 
way on their own, and identified love as a fruit of the Spirit (cf. Galatians 5:22). Spend time with 
Jesus, allowing his love to shape your view of yourself, so that by God’s grace your life of love 
certifies you as one of Jesus’ followers. Make your corner of this church glow with your love. 
Ø You invite a non-religious friend to church. He asks, “Why should I go to your church?” Do you 

cite our big buildings, beautiful window, impressive offerings, many volunteers, superb sermons 
or music? How long would it take you to reach Jesus’ way of answering that question: “This is 
how everyone will know that you are my disciples, when you love each other”? Jesus began 
John 15:9 with ten key words: "As the Father loved me, I too have loved you." As the moon 



reflects the sun’s light, our love for others reflects God’s love for us. In what practical ways do 
you live out your commitment to love God and others? How can our church be, above all, a living 
model of God's love for all people? To what extent are you able to view self-giving, not self-
gratification, as key to the “glory” you seek in life? 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, I love because you, my creator, first loved me. Keep reshaping my attitudes and 
actions to more fully reflect your eternal, faithful love. Amen. 
 
Family Activity: Through portraits of biblical characters and God’s followers since, the stained-glass 
window in Resurrection’s Leawood sanctuary tells the story of God’s love for all people in every 
generation past, present and future. In person or online sacredspaces.cor.org/leawood/window/ view 
the stained-glass window. Who do you recognize, and how did those people share God’s love in the 
world? Gather some family pictures and using words, drawings and magazine cutouts, design your 
own family’s artistic expression of God’s love. How does your life and the life of your family display 
God’s love? Next, imagine what would happen if your family’s artistic creation included pictures of 
everyone at Church of the Resurrection! How could this whole church share God’s love with the 
world? Thank God for his love and ask God to help you and the Church of the Resurrection continue 
to tell the story of his amazing and faithful love. 

Prayer Requests – cor.org/prayer   Prayers for Peace & Comfort: 
• Elizabeth Wenske-Mullinax and family on the death of her husband Tom Mullinax, 4/21 
• Gretchen Mullinax and Sarah Mullinax and family on the death of their father Tom Mullinax, 4/21 
• Cecil and Jane Miller and family on the death of their daughter Sarah Jane Miller, 4/18 
• Cate Buckley and family on the death of her mother Cynthia Corley, 3/20 


