
March 11, 2018   Jesus in the Gospel of Mark 
“Do you still not understand?” 
Now the disciples had forgotten to bring any bread; and they had only one loaf with them in the 
boat. And he cautioned them, saying, ‘Watch out—beware of the yeast of the Pharisees and the 
yeast of Herod.’ They said to one another, ‘It is because we have no bread.’ And becoming aware of 
it, Jesus said to them, ‘Why are you talking about having no bread? Do you still not perceive or 
understand? Are your hearts hardened? Do you have eyes, and fail to see? Do you have ears, and 
fail to hear? And do you not remember? When I broke the five loaves for the five thousand, how 
many baskets full of broken pieces did you collect?’ They said to him, ‘Twelve.’ ‘And the seven for 
the four thousand, how many baskets full of broken pieces did you collect?’ And they said to him, 
‘Seven.’ Then he said to them, ‘Do you not yet understand?’ Mark 8:14-21  
Questions in this GPS marked with an arrow bullet point are particularly recommended for group discussion. Group 
leaders may add other discussion questions, or substitute other questions for the marked ones, at their discretion. 

Divine affirmation: Jesus was right about a suffering Messiah 
MONDAY 3.12.18   Mark 8:34-9:13 
A dazzling transformation, Moses, Elijah, God’s voice—seeing Jesus’ glorified left Peter, John and 
James speechless. Jesus usually looked like just another person. On this day, “his clothes were 
amazingly bright, brighter than if they had been bleached white.” This was not a random light show. 
It was a preview of God’s kingdom arriving in power (Mark 9:1), a time to strengthen Jesus and his 
disciples to face the cross (the completely counter-intuitive path to the kingdom). 
Ø The light, the vision of Moses and Elijah, the dazzling white clothes--all were impressive. But the 

deepest impression came from the voice that said, “This is my Son, whom I dearly love. Listen to 
him!” With ups and downs, the disciples obeyed that voice for the rest of their lives. What does it 
mean for you to listen to Jesus today? Are you willing to do it? 

• Peter said they should stay on the mountain and build three shrines. Mark said Peter’s foolish 
suggestion came “because he didn’t know how to respond.” But Jesus led them off the 
mountain, to the hurting people waiting for him. Are there times, in worship or at a beautiful site, 
when you wish you could just stay there? What forces lead you back into the “real world”? How 
can you keep God’s presence with you, even off “the mountaintop”? 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, so often I just want you to listen to my plans, my wishes, my dreams. Grow in 
me a spirit willing to obey the divine command: “Listen to him!” Quiet my demands and wishes when 
I need to listen to you. Amen. 

“I have faith; help my lack of faith!”  
TUESDAY 3.13.18   Mark 9:14-29 
In Jesus’ day, most of today’s medical and psychological insights into human pain didn’t exist. 
People called nearly all inexplicable ills—like the probable case of epilepsy reported in today’s 
reading—“demon possession.” (Note that in this story, the “demon” didn’t speak at all, unlike in many 

Sign up to receive the daily GPS at cor.org/gps 



of the other demon confrontations—e.g. Mark 5:1-9). The father’s plea in verse 24 resonates with 
most Christ-followers at some points in their journey. 
• Scholar David E. Garland noted, “Jesus’ answer [in verse 29] reveals that prayer is not a magical 

incantation but a total openness to God’s action in and through us…. Disciples do not need to 
learn better techniques but must make themselves more receptive to the action of 
God….effective prayer is a continuous posture, not simply an emergency procedure.” * What has 
helped you to make prayer a “continuous posture” in your life, rather than a “magical” or 
“emergency” technique to control God? 

• Scholar N. T. Wright said Jesus came to rescue people “from the destructive forces that 
enslaved them. So whether it was shrieking demons, a woman with a fever, or simply whatever 
diseases people happened to suffer from, Jesus dealt with them all…. Jesus had joined in a 
struggle against the forces of evil and destruction.” ** Are you ever tempted to shrug off the 
forces of evil that cause suffering as “the way things are”? In what ways, as a follower of Jesus, 
have you joined in his struggle against those forces? 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you did not stay comfortable and safe while destructive forces were loose in the 
world you created. Give me the caring and courage to enlist as one of your servants, working with 
you to help those who hurt for any reason. Amen. 
* David E. Garland, Reflection comment on Mark 9:14-29 in Matthew, Mark, Luke: Zondervan Illustrated Bible 
Backgrounds Commentary, Volume 1 (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2002). 
** N. T. Wright, Mark for Everyone. (Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2004, p. 13.) 

The hard truth of servanthood and suffering 
WEDNESDAY 3.14.18   Mark 9:30-37 
Luke wrote specifically that Jesus “determined to go to Jerusalem” (Luke 9:51). But Mark made the 
same point. Jesus and his followers “went through Galilee” on their way south toward Jerusalem. As 
they moved toward what was, for Jesus, enemy territory, Jesus tried to teach them what lay ahead. 
But the disciples found that so hard to grasp that they argued about which of them would have the 
highest place in the earthly government they still thought Jesus would set up.  
• Scholar N. T. Wright noted that Jesus’ teaching was direct: “He is simply trying to tell them what 

he can see is going to happen. He will be handed over; he will be killed; he will rise again. Why 
couldn’t they understand? Basically, because no such fate could possibly have been part of their 
game plan, their understanding of what a Messiah might do….nobody at all believed that, if and 
when God did send one, that Messiah would have to suffer, still less have to die.” * How do you 
keep your mind and heart open to however God works, whether it fits your expectations or not? 

Ø Wright noted that we need Jesus’ teaching as much as his first-century disciples: “Jesus is not 
leading us on a pleasant afternoon hike, but on a walk into danger and risk. Or did we suppose 
that the kingdom of God would mean merely a few minor adjustments in our ordinary lives?” ** 
What adjustments has Christ called you to make so far in your ordinary life? What kinds of 
“danger and risk” might you face in our tolerant 21st-century culture? 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, how could there be “danger” or “risk” in coming to a big, popular church? But 
through that church, you call me to live above and beyond my culture’s values and wishes. Give me 
the spine to keep following you. Amen. 
* N. T. Wright, Mark for Everyone. Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2004, p. 123.  
** N. T. Wright, Mark for Everyone. Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2004, p. 112. 



 “Whoever isn’t against us is for us”  
THURSDAY 3.15.18   Mark 9:38-50 
Mark wrote that John said to Jesus, “We saw someone throwing demons out in your name, and we 
tried to stop him because he wasn’t following us.” Yet Jesus characterized that as someone “who 
does powerful acts in my name.” John seemed to want to keep the power contained and controlled, 
but apparently that didn’t matter as much to Jesus. His greater concern was that no one cause any 
“little one” who believes in him to trip and fall into sin. 
• It upset John that someone not “officially” with Jesus was casting out demons in his name. How do 

you understand the significance of Jesus’ words: “Whoever isn’t against us is for us”? Do you ever 
feel critical of Christians who think or act differently than you or your congregation? How can 
“whoever isn’t against us is for us” give clearer focus and more humility to your service for Jesus? 

• Gehenna (usually translated “hell,” as here) was Jerusalem’s garbage dump, located in a deep 
valley. Like most dumps, it was ugly and smelled ugly, often in flames either from burning trash 
or natural chemical reactions. It was the worst place in town—an apt symbol for the result of 
choices that cut you off from God’s presence. Jesus’ hyperbolic images showed, not the need to 
physically mangle yourself, but the challenge of doing what you must to keep your allegiance to 
God firm. What habits or ideas have you had to “chop off” to keep yourself close to God? 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, I want to follow you, no matter what the cost. Help me to chop off negative 
habits or thoughts, including the urge to judge those who serve you differently than I do. Amen. 
 
In Judea, Jesus’ enemies began to test him 
FRIDAY 3.16.18   Mark 10:1-16 
“Into the region of Judea” meant Jesus was getting close to Jerusalem. In that territory, he met 
more of his opponents. They tried to entangle him in a rabbinic debate over how to apply 
Deuteronomy 24:1. Some rabbis taught that Deuteronomy allowed divorce for any offense—even 
burning breakfast! It was in the Bible, they said, so it must be what God wanted. But Jesus looked 
at the whole Bible, not just a verse here and there, and taught a higher, more loving ideal based 
on the creation story in Genesis 2. 
• The Roman world around Israel scoffed at the idea that sex meant anything more than physical 

release. Jesus’ statement of the creation story’s ideal went against many people’s ideas, within 
Israel as well as beyond it. Later the apostle Paul taught Jesus’ ideal (cf. 1 Corinthians 6:12-20). 
In what ways does the idea of honoring God with your body run counter to much cultural thinking 
today about sex? What helps you “avoid sexual immorality”? 

Ø Some people see Mark 10:11-12 as making any remarriage after divorce wrong. But when 
Matthew expanded on Mark’s account, he added that Jesus stated a “faithfulness” exception 
(cf. Matthew 19:9). Paul saw abandonment as another valid reason for divorce  
(cf. 1 Corinthians 7:15). And Jesus' outreach to an oft-married woman (cf. John 4:16-26) 
showed that nothing in our past cuts us off from God’s grace and love. What makes it 
important to know that God never wants anyone stuck in a severely hurtful marriage? Given 
that, why is there value in making and seeking to keep marriage vows with integrity?  

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you were on earth because of what the psalmist called your “steadfast love.” 
You lived out, in ways harder than I’ll ever have to, the ideal of faithfulness. Help me live that way 
too. Amen. 
 



Eternal life is about more than possessions 
SATURDAY 3.17.18   Mark 10:17-31 
Jesus told the man who asked about eternal life, “Sell what you own, and give the money to the 
poor.” The man went sadly away—he didn’t want eternal life THAT much. Then Jesus said, “It’s 
easier for a camel to squeeze through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter God’s 
kingdom.” That shocked his disciples—no rich people in heaven? No, said Jesus, that’s not the 
point: “All things are possible for God.” His hyperbolic statements were a solemn warning about the 
spiritual danger of worshipping wealth more than we worship God. 
Ø To help us understand the specific focus of Jesus’ words, it’s important to remember that God 

did NOT tell every affluent person in the Bible to sell all they had (e.g. Abraham in the Old 
Testament, Zacchaeus in Luke 19). What was the heart issue Jesus wanted the young man to 
face up to? What made it so hard for him to respond to Jesus’ call? This story, including Jesus’ at 
first startling images, confronts us with the hard question, “Which of my possessions, if any, are 
so precious to me that I’d choose them over following Jesus?” We know how the young man 
answered the question, turning away from the “treasure in heaven” Jesus offered. Have you ever 
seriously wrestled with that question? How would you answer Jesus? 

Prayer: Lord God, all things are possible for you. Grow in me the wisdom to always value the 
eternal treasure you offer more highly than any of this earth’s temporary possessions. Amen. 

Family Activity: Jesus often shows us the power of forgiveness. Blow up one balloon for each 
family member. Place them in the center of the room. Invite each family member to choose one 
along with a marker. Ask each person to draw pictures or write words representing something they 
have done wrong. Read I John 1:9 aloud. Explain that this means that no matter what we do, we can 
tell God we are sorry and God will forgive us. Begin a time of prayer, asking God to forgive what is 
written on your balloon. After you have prayed, have each person pop his or her balloon, 
representing God forgiving and forgetting your sin. Continue until each person has prayed and 
popped their balloon. Thank God for forgiving our sins. 

Prayer Requests – cor.org/prayer   Prayers for Peace & Comfort:  
• Debbie Marr and family on the death of her father John Reynolds, 3/7 
• Tiffany Way and family on the death of her grandfather John Reynolds, 3/7 
• Cheryl Jefferson Bell and family on the death of her stepmother Florence Jefferson, 3/6 
• Victoria Pearson and Keira Bell and family on the death of their grandmother Florence Jefferson, 3/6 
• Angela LaVallie Tinsley and family on the death of her aunt Johanna LaVallie, 3/6 
• Tom Knox and family on the death of his mother Josephine Knox, 3/6 
• Marc Bjorklund and family on the death of his wife Debora “Deby” Bjorklund, 3/3 
• Nicole Batt and family on the death of her mother Debora “Deby” Bjorklund, 3/3 
• Jack Schroll and family on the death of his wife Ruth Schroll, 3/2 
• John Schroll and Barbara Saathoff and families on the death of their mother Ruth Schroll, 3/2 
• Frank Cockrell and family on the death of his wife Gwen Cockrell, 2/28 
• Steve Hall and family on the death of his father Robert J. Shoates, 2/28 
• Jeanette Williams and family on the death of her mother Edna Duncan, 2/9 


