
February 11, 2018   Christianity and Religions of the World    “Christianity” 
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son that whosoever believeth in 
Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”    John 3:16 

Questions in this GPS marked with an arrow bullet point are particularly recommended for group discussion. Group leaders 
may add other discussion questions, or substitute other questions for the marked ones, at their discretion. 

Peter’s eyewitness case for following Christ 
MONDAY 2.12.18   Acts 2:22-47 
“I am a Christian because I believe the accounts of the eyewitnesses regarding Jesus’ life, 
death, and resurrection.” * Fifty days after Jesus’ crucifixion at Passover, Peter boldly laid out 
the case for faith in the risen Jesus at the feast of Pentecost. At the heart of Peter’s Spirit-
guided sermon was verse 32: “This Jesus, God raised up. We are all witnesses to that fact.” 
Deeply convicted, the crowd asked the key question we must all ask when we encounter the 
claims of Jesus: “What should we do?” 
• How Peter changed in just 50 days! The intimidated disciple who denied Jesus because his 

nerve failed (cf. Matthew 26:69-75) became the bold apostle in Acts 2. Based on what you 
know about people, do you think it likely that a made-up story about Jesus rising from the 
dead would have produced a change like that? If Peter and the others truly witnessed 
Jesus alive again, what does that tell you about the life-giving power God offers you? 

• When the crowd asked, “What should we do?” Peter replied, “Change your hearts and 
lives.” Scholar William Barclay wrote, “When repentance comes something happens to the 
past. There is God’s forgiveness for what lies behind…. When repentance comes 
something happens for the future. We receive the gift of the Holy Spirit and in that power 
we can win battles we never thought to win and resist things which by ourselves we would 
have been powerless to resist.” ** Have you allowed Jesus’ power to give you a fresh start 
from your past, and a future decisively altered for the better? 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, those who knew you best unanimously said they were witnesses that you 
rose from the dead. By that same power, please continue to give me new life as I follow you. 
Amen. 
* Adam Hamilton, Christianity and World Religions. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2005, p. 127. 
** William Barclay, Daily Study Bible Series: The Acts of the Apostles (Revised Edition). Louisville: Westminster 
John Knox Press, 1976, p. 29. 

Observing Jesus in action  
TUESDAY 2.13.18   Matthew 8:14 – 9:13, 35-38 
“I am a Christian because in Jesus I find the most authentic, compelling, moving picture of God 
and his love that I can imagine.” * In today’s reading, we see the heart of Jesus. We see him 
tirelessly working to restore people’s physical, emotional and spiritual wholeness. He was, 
literally, “a man on a mission.” One key to the early Christians’ power was their attitude toward 
those around them, an attitude they learned from Jesus. 
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Ø How did Matthew express the reason for Jesus’ compassion when he saw the crowds? To 
what extent do you think some of your neighbors, co-workers, maybe even people you see 
in church are “troubled and helpless…sheep without a shepherd” spiritually? How much do 
you care about their well-being? Is your attitude toward those with different beliefs or 
lifestyles one of condemnation, or more like the spirit Jesus showed in this passage? 

• Even in this relatively short excerpt, how many types of healing did Matthew describe? If 
Jesus had preached good news, but not healed anyone, how do you think that would have 
limited his effectiveness? What about if he had healed sick people, but not offered anyone 
the spiritual power of God’s Kingdom? What abilities and resources has God given you that 
you can use to help reach people with the multifaceted good news of Jesus? 

Prayer: King Jesus, well-being and wholeness, in many forms, seemed to spring up wherever 
you went. I need that, too, so I’m grateful that you continue to work in my life today. Amen. 
* Adam Hamilton, Christianity and World Religions. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2005, p. 129. 

Jesus’ mercy and compassion 
WEDNESDAY 2.14.18   Luke 19:1-10, John 8:1-11 (Ash Wednesday) 
“I am a Christian because…[Jesus] offers forgiveness—not cheap acceptance, but costly 
grace. Upon receiving that grace, people are changed; and a new life begins.” * Zacchaeus 
was a despised tax collector. When Jesus invited himself to eat with Zacchaeus, people 
grumbled. But Jesus’ love, not condemnation, changed Zacchaeus’ life. The religious leaders 
in John 8, stones in hand, saw themselves as righteous. Jesus said, “Whoever hasn’t sinned 
should throw the first stone” (verse 7). Faced by this challenge, the “righteous” people slunk 
away. Jesus told the woman whose life he’d saved, “Neither do I condemn you. Go, and from 
now on, don’t sin anymore.” 
Ø Somehow, in Zacchaeus, the self-serving tax collector, Jesus saw a man who could be 

generous. To the townspeople’s amazement, he turned out to be right. Zacchaeus said, “I 
give half of my possessions to the poor. And if I have cheated anyone, I repay them four 
times as much.” Do you know anyone who radically reoriented their life after meeting 
Jesus? What good qualities has Jesus drawn out or magnified in you? 

• Around 1400, William Langland wrote, “All the wickedness in the world that man might work 
or think is no more to the mercy of God than a live coal in the sea.” Imagine yourself like 
the accused woman huddled on the ground. No matter what guilt or shame may haunt you, 
hear Jesus say, “I don’t condemn you.” How can those words open you to greater freedom, 
peace and joy? How can you share that life-giving message with other struggling people? 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you don’t condemn me? You want to stay in my home, in my heart? I 
welcome you, I thank you, and I commit my humbled, grateful self to follow you. Amen. 
* Adam Hamilton, Christianity and World Religions. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2005, p. 129. 

Serving Jesus: the struggle and the victory  
THURSDAY 2.15.18   Romans 7:14-8:17 
“I am a Christian because I have felt Christ’s presence in my life…. If you do not know Christ… 
you are missing out on a peace and a joy whose equal you simply cannot find anywhere else.” 
* Paul told the Romans plainly about the struggle between good and evil in his own life. Gritting 
his teeth and resolving to do better, he said, didn’t produce the good he sought. It was only as 
he trusted in Jesus' grace that he found, day by day, God’s power freeing him from evil’s grip. 



As The Message rendered Romans 8:1, “Those who enter into Christ's being-here-for-us no 
longer have to live under a continuous, low-lying black cloud.” 
• Paul’s picture of our inner struggles was not unique. The Roman philosopher Seneca wrote 

of “our helplessness in necessary things.” But Paul’s words did not end in despair. “Who 
will deliver me from this dead corpse? Thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord!” (verse 
24-25) When have you experienced Christ’s power, not wiping out the struggle, but 
empowering you to more and more come out on the right side of it? 

Ø In Romans 8:3, Paul wrote that God sent “his own Son to deal with sin.” Moralistic religion 
often deepens condemnation by saying it’s up to you to “deal with sin” in your life. How can 
trusting that Jesus has already dealt with your sin and rid you of condemnation free your 
energy to live out the positive principles of service and community God calls you to? How 
can you keep your faith focused on Christ and the good he offers you, rather than focusing 
on the bad you don’t want to do? 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, as a member of your family, I choose to focus on you and the power of 
your reconciling love, rather than on myself and my feelings of shame and despair. Thank you, 
Jesus, for making this new life possible. Amen. 
* Adam Hamilton, Christianity and World Religions. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2005, pp. 130-131. 

Jesus showed us: God is love and light 
FRIDAY 2.16.18   1 John 1:1-2:6, 4:7-12  
“I am a Christian because I believe Christianity offers the most complete and authentically 
human way to live. Following Christ moves us to love our neighbors and our enemies.” * The 
27 New Testament books are first-century documents from people who knew Jesus in person 
or had talked to the apostles and others who knew him. These real people knew Jesus, bore 
witness to him, and worshipped him—all within a few decades (at most) of his death. Jesus 
showed that God loves us, John wrote—and that is the reason that we can love one another. 
Ø John’s claim was (and is) amazing. He said he had heard, seen and touched “the Word of 

life” which was “from the beginning”: i.e. God, creator and savior! This was no abstract 
theory. John wrote about someone he’d known. How can John’s direct eyewitness 
testimony give you a firmer basis for your faith? Does that quality of testimony help you 
trust that Jesus is “the eternal life that was with the Father”? When first-century writers said, 
“We knew Jesus,” how seriously should you take the implications of their claim? 

• Most of us know the words: “God is love.” Are there life experiences and inner messages 
that make it hard for you to rely on God’s love? What helps you trust God’s love more? 
Which people do you find it hardest to love as God loves them? In what ways has God’s 
love, and the love of other people you know, helped you to keep living in love even when 
you face trouble, confusion, harassment or life knocking you down? 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you are the ultimate source of love, the awe-inspiring model who shows 
me the lengths to which love went to reach me. Keep growing my ability to love you and others 
in all circumstances. Amen. 
* Adam Hamilton, Christianity and World Religions. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2005, p. 127. 

Jesus’ summary: God’s answer to our brokenness  
SATURDAY 2.17.18   John 3:1-8, 16-21 
 “In [John 3:16], we find the essence of Christian theology.” * Nicodemus, a member of the 
highest Hebrew religious council, saw Jesus’ obvious spiritual power, and wanted to talk to this 



new teacher. He came at night—he wasn’t ready to risk his status as a leader. John 3:16 
sprang from their visit. Earlier in their talk, Jesus spoke about being “born again” (perhaps a 
pun with a serious point—the Greek word anothen translated “again” could also mean “from 
above”). When the council later moved to condemn Jesus, Nicodemus timidly asked them to 
give Jesus a fair hearing, but apparently backed off when they mocked him (cf. John 7:43-52). 
• With his keen sense of irony, John wrote that Jesus told Nicodemus (who came to him 

under cover of darkness), “This is the basis for judgment: The light came into the world, 
and people loved darkness more than the light, for their actions are evil.” The words must 
have jolted the cautious, comfortable Pharisee. When has someone or something brought 
you up short, and given you reason to think, hard, about your values and priorities? How 
did Jesus connect the ideas of “birth” and “new life” in this section? In what ways (if at all) 
do you believe your eternal life has begun due to the impact of God’s love on your life? 
How has God brought you from the darkness into the light? 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you continually and lovingly call me to walk in your light. Keep breaking 
me free from any ways in which I love darkness, and drawing me to your loving, light-giving 
presence. Amen. 
* Adam Hamilton, Christianity and World Religions. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2005, p. 115.  

Family Activity: The Bible teaches us about who Jesus was and all He did to help others. 
Create a stack of “Jesus Scriptures” for your home. Gather and distribute colorful index cards 
and pens or pencils along with a Bible to each family member. Ask each person to choose 3-4 
favorite Bible verses or stories about Jesus and write one reference on each card. (If you have 
very young family members, invite them to draw pictures describing the verses or to help other 
family member with their stacks.) Collect the cards and keep them on the dining table. Before 
each meal, select a card, read the passage and pray to become more like Jesus. Also, thank 
God for Jesus. Place that card on the bottom of the stack and repeat each day. Add to your 
stack throughout the weeks ahead. 

Prayer Requests – cor.org/prayer   Prayers for Peace & Comfort:  
• Chris Lyon and family on the death of her mother Beverly Woodhall, 2/7 
• Kenneth and Melinda Norton and family on the death of their daughter Mia Nicole Norton, 2/6 
• Drew Quinn and family on the death of his mother Sally Quinn, 2/5 
• Diane Roth and family on the death of her father Joseph “Pat” Doran, 2/5 
• Joy Wheeler and family on the death of her father Rev. Myron Lawrence Wheeler, 2/3 
• Family and friends of David W. Taylor on his death, 2/3 
• Bob Gould and family on the death of his wife Marj Gould, 2/2 
• Lauren Jolliff and family on the death of her brother Curt Williams, 2/1 


