
 

December 24, 2017     “Good News of Great Joy” 
Scripture: Luke 2:8-12 
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing 
you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a 
Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in 
bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 
Questions in this GPS marked with a special bullet point are particularly recommended for group discussion. Group 
leaders may add other discussion questions, or substitute other questions for the marked ones, at their discretion. 

Celebrating a king’s birth 
MONDAY 12.25.17   Luke 2:8-14 
When Rome crowned an emperor, they assigned him the title “Savior” (among others), choirs 
sang, and they declared the emperor divine. Luke structured his story of Jesus’ birth to say 
that Jesus, not Caesar, was truly Savior, King and God. Most religious Hebrews in that time 
scorned shepherds. Busy caring for flocks, they couldn’t observe in detail all the rituals it took 
to be “holy.” But God loved them, and made these shepherds the first to hear the “wonderful 
joyous news for all people.” 
• We’ve read the angel’s words so many times we may miss how astounding they were. 

Listen to them as if for the first time (as the shepherds did): “I bring good news to you—
wonderful, joyous news for all people. Your savior is born today in David’s city. He is Christ 
the Lord. This is a sign for you: you will find a newborn baby wrapped snugly and lying in a 
manger.”  What most makes this message “wonderful, joyous news” for you? 

• Was Jesus born on December 25? Probably not. “That shepherds were watching their flocks 
outside at night, rather than having them in pens, suggests that the season was warm. (The 
date of Dec. 25 was selected later, probably to fit a Roman festival.)” * How can the story of 
the shepherds watching their flocks outdoors, probably on a warmer night, remind you that 
the good news of Jesus’ birth applies all year, not just on wintry December nights? 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, I do not want to give my ultimate allegiance to any of today’s “Caesars.” 
Help my life and actions to reflect my trust and confidence in you. Amen. 
* HarperCollins Christian Publishing. NIV, Cultural Backgrounds Study Bible, eBook: Bringing to Life the Ancient 
World of Scripture (Kindle Locations 232417-232419). Zondervan. Kindle Edition. 
  



“Let’s go right now”  
TUESDAY 12.26.17   Luke 2:15-20 
Religious leaders looked down on shepherds. But the chief priests and legal experts in 
Jerusalem later were indifferent to the idea of a king born in Bethlehem (cf. Matthew 2:3-6), 
unlike the shepherds who showed interest, obedience and joy. (No Jerusalem leader asked 
the magi, “Could we go with you?”) In another of God’s great reversals, Jesus would grow up 
to identify with shepherds, saying, “I am the good shepherd” (John 10:11). 
• After hearing the angels’ song, the shepherds said, “Let’s go right now to Bethlehem and see 

what’s happened. Let’s confirm what the Lord has revealed to us.” Have you confirmed what 
you’ve learned “about” God? What rewards have you found in moving beyond an intellectual 
to a relational experience where you “taste and see” that Jesus is who he said he was? 

Ø Pastor Bruce Larson wrote, “[Verse 20] says that after the shepherds had seen such 
wondrous things they went back to the commonplace. That’s true for us each year at 
Christmas as we celebrate these events. Where will we be when the excitement and fun 
are over? How do these events change the lives we lead back at our jobs, our homes, our 
schools?” * How will Christmas’ wondrous news change your day-to-day life for the better? 

Prayer: O Lord, this has become a day for returning unwanted or ill-fitting gifts. I don’t ever 
want to return your gift of yourself. As I live into a relationship with you that “fits” better and 
better, help me to celebrate your coming as “the Christ child” every day. Amen. 
* Bruce Larson, The Preacher’s Commentary Series, Volume 26: Luke. Nashville: Word, Inc., 1983, p. 52. 

“The Word:” divine source of life and light  
WEDNESDAY 12.27.17   John 1:1-5 
“This passage has become famous because it’s often read at Christmas carol services—
though it isn’t just about the birth of Jesus, but about the full meaning of everything he was, 
and is, and did…. ‘In the beginning’—no Bible reader could see that phrase and not think at 
once of the start of Genesis: ‘In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth’…. This 
book is about the creator God acting in a new way within his much-loved creation. It is about 
the way in which the long story which began in Genesis reached the climax the creator had 
always intended. And it will do this through ‘the Word’.” * 
• John’s use of “In the beginning” stretches our minds to areas of mystery of which, even 

today, science is just scratching the surface. John didn’t say the Word “began” in the 
beginning; he said the Word already “was.” It was a way of saying Jesus has always been 
here, and will always be here. He is eternal; he is God. In what ways does John’s teaching 
that Jesus was more than just a good man shape your faith and your way of life? 

Ø “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness doesn’t extinguish the light” wasn’t just 
poetry. As we see every Christmas Eve, even a large room full of darkness cannot hide or 
put out the light when the one small Christ candle comes into the room. When have you felt 
that darkness was trying to put out God’s light in your life? What spiritual choices help keep 
you close to God, so that God’s light keeps shining in you? 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, thank you for shining the life-giving light of your love and grace into my 
life. Amen. 
* N. T. Wright, John for Everyone, Part 1: Chapters 1–10. Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2004, p. 3. 



The heartbreak of light unrecognized and unwelcome 
THURSDAY 12.28.17   John 1:6-11 
The “man named John” in verse 6 was not the writer of the gospel, but the preacher/prophet 
known as John the Baptist. In several places, the Bible pictured the tension of good versus evil 
as “light” and “darkness.” The gospel writer defined “light” more specifically. Jesus, he said—
the Jesus he had seen, heard and known—was the light who broke into the world’s darkness. 
As darkness couldn’t put out light, so Jesus could deliver us from the darkness of our world, 
and within ourselves. 
• John’s prologue included a tragic note: “the light came to his own people, and his own people 

didn’t welcome him.” What blocked people’s ability to recognize their Creator? How can you 
avoid that kind of blockage? How does the person of Jesus shape your understanding of 
God? What difference does what you believe about God make in day-to-day life? 

• Verse 8 reflected an interesting reality. Some people so valued John the Baptist’s ministry 
that they didn’t want to make Jesus the supreme Lord (cf. John 3:25-30). (It continued later 
even in distant Ephesus—cf. Acts 19:1-5.) The Baptist himself refuted any idea that he was 
the Messiah (cf. Mark 1:7-8, Luke 3:15-18). Some of us still tend to be more loyal to a 
favorite preacher or teacher than to the Lord they all serve. How can you value those who 
enrich your spiritual journey without putting them in the place of Jesus? 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, I choose you as the Lord of my life. Help me, even when it challenges me, 
to always keep my heart open to welcome you. Amen. 
 
The Word: “full of grace and truth” 
FRIDAY 12.29.17   John 1:12-14 
The Greek and Roman gods usually showed little interest in human beings’ day-to-day 
concerns. John said “the Word” was utterly different. He gave all who believed in him the right 
to become children of God. “The Word became flesh and made his home among us”—neither 
Greeks nor Jews believed God could bridge a gap that wide. But John said the light wasn’t just 
about God—the light was God himself, one of us yet so much more than just one of us. 
Ø Being born is the way each one of us enters the world to begin a new life. John, taking his 

cue from Jesus (cf. John 3:3-8), said the quality of life Jesus brought is so fresh and filled 
with divine energy it’s like being born anew as a child of God. When did your spiritual 
journey start? In what ways has walking with Jesus given you a whole new life? 

• The poetry of Genesis said “in the beginning” God made the world, and declared it good 
(Genesis 1:31). Greek thinkers like Plato said “the logos” was too pure to enter the corrupt 
material world, and Hebrews usually saw God as so awesome and distant that they feared 
to even speak the divine name. John drew on both those thought worlds, but boldly wrote, 
“The Word became flesh.” In what ways does Jesus, the Word who “became flesh,” cast 
light on what it means for you to be fully human? 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, thank you for becoming flesh, and for giving me the authority and power 
to be born anew as a child of God. Thank you for my new life. Amen. 
 
  



Now we know what God is like 
SATURDAY 12.30.17   John 1:15-18 
The letter to the Hebrews began with a thought similar to John’s prologue: “In the past God 
spoke through the prophets to our ancestors in many times and many ways. In these final 
days, though, he spoke to us through a Son” (Hebrews 1:2-3). Scholar William Barclay wrote, 
“When John said that no man has ever seen God, everyone in the ancient world would fully 
agree with him…. But John does not stop there; he goes on to make the startling and 
tremendous statement that Jesus has fully revealed to men what God is like…. Here again the 
keynote of John’s gospel sounds: ‘If you want to see what God is like, look at Jesus.’” * 
Ø Today’s Scripture reading can help move us beyond some of the hurtful, fruitless battles 

some Christians wage over the Bible. The person of Jesus, not a book, was the ultimate 
revelation of God. As Pastor Hamilton wrote, “I’m proposing that we hear, examine, and 
interpret all scripture through the lens and filter of the definitive and unmitigated Word of 
God, Jesus Christ…. What is the heart, character, and will of God that Jesus reveals?... we 
must not set aside what is inconvenient or challenging to us simply because it is difficult. 
We will, however, read scripture in the light of the life, ministry, teaching, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus…. it is Jesus who serves as the final Word by which other words of 
scripture are to be judged.” ** How, during 2018, will you deepen your knowledge of what 
Jesus taught about God’s heart, character and will? 

Prayer: Lord Jesus, thank you that your love is a fixed point I can depend on in an ever-
changing world. Keep me steady, stable and loving every day of the New Year. Amen. 
 
Did You Know? 
Resurrection offers many classes and activities to help you grow deeper spiritually.  
For newer Christians, we recommend a set of studies we call the “First Five.” Click here 
(cor.org/leawood/visit/next-steps) for more information. 
* William Barclay, Daily Study Bible Series: The Gospel of John—Volume 1 Chapters 1–7 (Revised Edition). 
Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 1975, pp. 73-74. 
** Hamilton, Adam. Making Sense of the Bible: Rediscovering the Power of Scripture Today (pp. 175-177). 
HarperCollins. Kindle Edition. 

Family Activity: Happy New Year! Commit to praying more regularly as a family this year.  
Purchase or print off a blank January 2018 calendar. In each daily space, write the name of a 
family member, friend, neighbor, school staff person, church volunteer, community worker or 
group. Include people nearby and some far away—even those in other countries. Choose a 
time each day to pray together for this person—maybe at breakfast, in the car, at dinner or at 
bedtime. Also encourage family members to pray for that person throughout the day on their 
own. Repeat this for each month of 2018. If your family would like additional prayer ideas, pick 
up a Family Prayer Guide from KiDSCOR! 


