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CHANGING LIVES > > >
     THROUGH LEGACY GIVING

Like many who support the 
Resurrection Foundation, the church 

holds a special place in the life 
of Reed Nixon. He especially enjoys 

his work on the Foundation Board 
and the impact it has.

You can join Reed in this pursuit by including the 
Foundation in your estate plan or through planned 
giving. Your gift permits the church to endow and 

support the church’s future ministry needs. 



CHANGING LIVES   >  >  >
         through legacy giving

When our Church or Church Foundation receives assets as a beneficiary under 
a will or trust after the donor’s death, the gift is known as a “Legacy Gift.” Legacy 
Gifts can be made from a variety of asset classes such as cash, securities, qualified 
retirement plan/IRA assets, the death benefit from life insurance, or real estate.

In some cases, donors may want their Legacy Gifts to go to the Church to be used 
immediately for needs such as annual operating or capital campaign expenses. Most 
prefer that their Legacy Gifts go to the Foundation to be invested so that their gifts 
can grow to support the long-term needs of the Church’s mission and ministries. 

We encourage you to complete and return a Donor Declaration form that will 
guide the use of your Legacy Gift to our Church or Foundation. 

For more information, contact Rev. Dr. Clayton L. Smith at clayton.smith@cor.org 
or 913-544-0242.

REED NIXON > > >
If you are reading this, you are probably part 

of The Church of the Resurrection, or you have a 
fundamental belief in serving others and giving back. 
Recently my wife and I 
were marveling that we 
had been worshiping and 
serving at Resurrection 
for some 26 years. 

I am just one of 
thousands of people 
whose lives have been 
changed because of 
The Church of the 
Resurrection. That’s why  
I serve on the Foundation 
Board, to help ensure 
that the church will continue to lead people to Christ.

The Church of the Resurrection Foundation is still 
very much in its infancy; but thanks to a group of 
key leaders, the Foundation has a solid base and is 
gaining momentum every year. 

There are many ways you can be a part of making 
sure Resurrection Foundation continues to make a 
difference for decades to come. I encourage you to 
consider becoming a John Wesley Legacy Society 

member through a legacy gift to the Foundation. 
Resurrection is making a difference; help us make 
sure we always will. 

DAVID SISNEY > > >
For Kelly and me, our church family has always 

been there for us and this community of faith is 
the single most positive thing in our lives. The 
friendships and relationships we have formed have 
been transformational and life changing in so 
many ways.   

I serve on the Foundation Board because we 
MUST preserve 
each of our 
campuses and the 
work that God is 
doing in each of 
our locations. 

My role is to 
help spread the 
good news of the 
Foundation’s work 
to the Resurrection 
Downtown 
Community. 

Legacy Gifts 
to the Church  

or the 
Foundation? 

 >  >  >



Dick and Silvia Hawk are perhaps best 
remembered for leaving a legacy of jazz and The 
Gaslight Grill. However, their love for God and the 
Church of the Resurrection also prompted them to 
leave the Gaslight Grill property to the Foundation. 
The restaurant will continue to lease and operate the 
property from the Foundation for the next decade. 

The multimillion-dollar gift will someday benefit 
our church. At that time, we may use the property 
for ministry or to fund our mission, ministry or 
facility needs.

Dick and the Lynn Zimmer Jazz Band were 
featured at a recent Crossroads Jazz Luncheon the 
week of Dick’s death. At the event, Dick shared 
these words of wisdom that have even more 
meaning today:

“Take heed. If you are not on the ‘back nine’ yet, 
it will be here faster than you think. Whatever 
you would like to accomplish in your life, 
please do it now! Life goes by quickly. Do 
what you can today, as you never can 
be sure whether you’re on the ‘back 
nine’ or not! Life is a gift to you! 
Make it a fantastic one.”

The Church of the 
Resurrection Foundation 
thanks God for this 
fantastic legacy!

Life and all that jazz

The Resurrection Foundation is creating the 
opportunity for future generations to do EVEN 
MORE than we have done because they won’t have 
the heavy financial burden of preserving buildings. 
It’s not about this generation — it’s about all of those 
who will come after us who will be so thankful that we 
did all we could to honor God in this way.

RAY SMITH > > >
I began playing the organ for my church at age 

14, and I am also a CPA. As such, I realize that all 
of the money I 
have saved for 
retirement will be 
taxed if I pass it on 
to my beneficiaries. 
It took me 10 
minutes to change 
the beneficiary 
on my retirement 
accounts to the 
Foundation, so 
that 100% of the 
money I have 
saved can go tax 
free to benefit the 
church. And it required no changes to my will.

As an organist, the future of our church music 
program is important to me, so I designated the funds 
I leave to the Foundation be used to set up a fund 
for purchasing and maintaining musical instruments. 
I am glad to know that my legacy will be supporting 
something of great importance to our church and to 
me personally.

DAVE ROCK > > >
My great grandfather George Washington Sterner 

left a legacy of faith to future generations as a 
founding member of a church in Nebraska in the 
1800s. As Lisa and I developed our estate plan, we 
considered how we could have a lasting impact on 
future generations at The Church of the Resurrection.  

Committing a legacy gift from our estate to the 
Resurrection Foundation enabled us to plan for a 
portion of our remaining assets to be used in ongoing 

support of 
areas that 
have had 
a special 
meaning for 
Lisa and me 
on our faith 
journey.  

The 
Resurrection 
Foundation 
provides a simple and effective way to structure 
legacy giving, as well as the confidence your intent will 
be fulfilled.



 
 

The Church of the Resurrection Foundation Board and Advisors  
Front row, left to right: Clayton Smith, Martha Carpenter Smith, Jack Highfill, Angela Brill, 
Linda Roser. Back row, left to right: Gary Robben, Scott Blakesley, Steve Harmon, 
Reed Nixon, Ray Smith, Jim Buffington, Anne Blessing, Lewis Gregory, Bill Ellwood. 
(Not pictured: Dave Rock, Joe Sims, David Sisney, Nancy Brown and Ruth Waggoner)
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2016
FOUNDATION 

HIGHLIGHTS
Celebrating 15 years 

GROWTH
• John Wesley Legacy Society  
 Membership growth from 696 to 805
• Total 2016 seminary scholarships  
 granted of $32,000 
• Total assets grow by 16% to $8,082,744 

EDUCATION 
• Estate Planning Workshops   
• Women’s Estate Planning Workshop
• Annual Dinner and Board and  
 Staff Training Meetings 
• Foundation Emphasis Weekend  
• Sponsored the Pre-Retirement 
 Seminar, Resurrection Golf Classic,  
 and the new Kentucky Derby event  

LEADERSHIP
• Linda Roser began her duties as  
 Volunteer Associate Director 
• Stephen Harmon named Foundation’s  
 Charitable Giving Consultant. 
• Clayton Smith and Dave Wilson  
 publish At the Crossroads  
 encouraging legacy giving.  

Builder’s Class announces 
new Seminary Scholarship Fund

Dick and Dorothy Radford are long-time 
members of The Church of the Resurrection 
Builder’s Sunday School Class. Thanks to their 
generous gift to the Resurrection Foundation, 
a new Seminary Scholarship Fund has been 
established. Each year the class looks forward 
to helping a Resurrection seminary student with 
a much-needed scholarship. Dick and Dorothy 
have been part of the Foundation’s John Wesley 
Legacy Society and want to help seminary 
students who will serve in the United Methodist 
ministry for many years. 

 From right to left: Mike and Rita Strickland, Mark Mawhiney, Dick Radford, 
Rev. Clayton Smith, Kim Mawhiney, Greg Horton, and Mike Price.



Steve 
Harmon, a 
longtime 
professional 
in estate and 
charitable 
planning, 
is now 
providing 
similar 
services for the church. Steve, 
who is a director of the 
Foundation, offers the services at 
no cost or obligation. 

Before retiring in early 2017, 
Steve spent 42 years in estate 
and charitable planning and 
administration, which included 
private practice with one of 
Kansas City’s largest law firms and 
as senior in-house legal counsel 
for the region’s largest bank trust 
company. Before that, he received 
his bachelor’s, MBA and juris 
doctor degrees from KU. 

Steve consults individually, 
providing knowledgeable and 
objective advice regarding 
charitable and estate planning 
issues, regardless of estate size. 
The service is intended to act as a 
catalyst for individuals to maintain 
or implement a charitable and/
or estate plan for the stewardship 
of their assets. Ultimately, donors 
should rely on their professional 
advisors for specific advice and 
document preparation. 

Charitable Giving 
Consultant offers free, 
no obligation services

FOUNDATION 
MISSION    >  >  >  > >
Our purpose is to endow and  
support the future needs of our 
church’s ministry and mission by 
encouraging our members to  
remember Resurrection in their  
planned giving.

2016 FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS

2016 Total Assets 
$8,082,744

2016 Contributions 
$1,203,309

Paid Up Life Insurance
$20,400,444

2016 Expenditures
$588,347

2016 Rate of Return 
6.61%

2016 Assets 
Under Management  
$4,104,363

Annualized 5-Year 
Rate of Return 

7.57%

TYPES OF ASSETS

Scholarships & Grants $976,729
Facilities Endowment $791,406
Unrestricted  $588,420
Missions/Ministries $173,784
Operating Fund $89,252
Congregational Care $62,533 
Donor Advised Fund $1,431,707
Gaslight Grill $3,225,114
Cash Surrender Value $743,799

                          TOTAL $8,082,744
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CURRENT FOUNDATION FUNDS
Changing Lives through worship and ministry

• Clergy Renewal Fund
• Facility Major Repair/Replacement Fund
• Foundation Development Fund
• Matthew’s Ministry Endowment Fund
• Resurrection Blue Springs Fund
• Resurrection Downtown Fund
• Resurrection West Fund
• Traditional Music Endowment Fund
• Unrestricted Endowment Fund
• Unrestricted Fund

Transforming Communities through mission 
outreach

• Beyond Kansas City Missions Fund
• Child in Crisis Fund
• Local Missions Support Fund
• Pet Care Assistance Fund

Renewing the Church through ministry education

• Hennig Family Seminary Fellowship Fund
• Ministry Education Scholarship Fund 
•   Builders Class Seminary Scholarship Fund
• New Generation Seminary Scholarship Fund
• Seminary Scholarship Endowment Fund
• Thuma Scholarship ABC Class Fund

HOW YOU CAN GIVE
CURRENT GIFT       
• Cash/securities/real estate/mineral interests
• Charitable Lead Trust
• Designated Fund/Donor Advised Fund
• IRA Qualified Charitable Distribution
• Life Insurance (policy ownership transfer)

DEFERRED GIFT
• Bequest under Will/Distribution under Trust
• Donor retained life estate in residence/farm
• Life Insurance/commercial annuity (beneficiary 
 designation)
• Retirement Plan (beneficiary designation)

DONOR RETAINED INCOME GIFT
• Charitable Gift Annuity
• Charitable Remainder Annuity Trust
• Charitable Remainder Unitrust

The United Methodist Church of the Resurrection

WANT TO 
KNOW MORE?

The Resurrection 
Foundation recognizes 
those who have 
chosen to include 
Resurrection in their 
estate or planned 
gift with membership 
in the John Wesley 
Legacy Society. 
Any size gifts are 
welcomed. Let the 
Foundation know of 
your future dreams 
for the church and 
become a part  
of the JWLS. 

JOHN WESLEY  
LEGACY SOCIETY
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13720 Roe Avenue
Leawood, Kansas 66224
Rev. Clayton Smith
913.544.0242 
clayton.smith@cor.org

cor.org/foundation 
Rev. Dr. Clayton L. Smith
Clayton.Smith@cor.org 
913-544-0242 

Endowed Funds 
Endowed Funds are gifts or bequests that 
require the principal be maintained intact 
and invested to create an income source for 
a specific purpose or set of purposes. The 
principal remains intact in perpetuity, for a 
defined period of time, or until sufficient 
assets have been accumulated to achieve a 
designated purpose. 

Unendowed Funds  
Unendowed Funds are gifts or bequests that 
are made for a stated purpose(s) and may 
be spent at any time after the Foundation 
receives them.

Donor Advised Funds 
Donor Advised Funds allow a person or 
family to make a charitable contribution to 
the Foundation and receive an immediate 
tax benefit. The donor recommends grants 
from the fund over time. 

2017 Board of Directors
Anne Blessing
Angela Brill
Jim Buffington
Martha Carpenter Smith
Lewis Gregory
Stephen Harmon
Jack Highfill
Reed Nixon, Chair
Ray Smith

Advisors
Scott Blakesley (Leawood)
Bill Ellwood (Blue Springs)
Gary Robben (Leawood)
Dave Rock (West)
Joe Sims (Leawood) 
David Sisney (Downtown)
Ruth Waggoner (Leawood)

John Wesley Legacy Society  
Council Members 

Mark Allison 
Kent Baker 
 Jonathan Davis 
Lewis Gregory 
Rev. Adam Hamilton 
Tom Mitchell 
Jeff Muchow
Dr. and Mrs. William Reed 
Jim Selle
Doug Smith


