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WHY do
we serve?

God’s love reaches far 
and wide, with no borders 
or geographical limits, 
and with a beauty that 
cries out to be shared 
between all God’s 
children, near and far. It is 
like a diamond — in order 
to truly appreciate its 
splendor, we must look at 
it from various angles and 
perspectives. If we stay in 
only one place, we miss 
experiencing the many 
beautiful facets and  
colors in the prism of 
God’s glory.

In 2018, God’s glorious 
light was projected 
into local and global 
communities through 
Mission Ministries 
at Church of the 
Resurrection. Generous 
hearts went out to serve in 
God’s name, intentionally 
seeking to bless others, 
and returned infinitely 
more blessed through 
transformational and  
life-affirming relationships. 
In this way, Missions 
allows us to greet one 
another and see God 
through different eyes, 
growing in relationship 
and unity as one body. 

This is why we serve. 

Thanks to the generosity of our congregation and community, the Hunger 
Stoppers Ministry distributed nearly 60 tons of food in 2018. The success 
of the 2018 Souper Bowl food drive was driven by generous monetary 
donations, allowing us to purchase more food than we would have been 
able to deliver from physical donations alone. Our loyal “Hunger  
Stoppers” — individual teams totalling 398 volunteers — dedicated over 
1,400 hours of their time in 2018 sorting and boxing food to help fill empty 
shelves in 19 area food pantries throughout the city each month. Pantry 
partners serve urban, suburban and rural neighborhoods. For thousands of 
struggling families who are unsure where they may receive their next meal, 
these donations make a big impact as we strive to eliminate food insecurity 
in the Kansas City area.

HUNGER



The Cars Ministry provides free car 
repair services for low-income families 
in the metropolitan area. This year, 80 
families benefitted from a dedicated 
team of about 20 volunteer mechanics 
who invested approximately 1,500 
hours. The average repair per car was 
equivalent to $2,500 in parts and labor. 
Many of the repaired vehicles arrived 
in non-working or unsafe condition, 
but after the team’s diligent work, 
were able to return to the road as safe 
and reliable transportation. The Cars 
Ministry also supported Resurrection’s 
Foster/Adopt Ministry at the  
“Behind the Wheel and Under the 
Hood” life skills event in September, 
and provided education to 
Resurrection members through  
Care Night programming.  

CARSMARSHALL’S STORY
Marshall began volunteering with the Cars Ministry more than four  
years ago, and is an example of a volunteer whose life was significantly 
affected by his participation. He was a young college student who took 
time out of his busy schedule to serve others and explore his interest in 
automotive work, serving alongside volunteers two to three times his 
age. He learned a lot about being a servant of God, as well as about 
automotive technology working with the group. Jason Hagen, the 
group leader, testifies to his dedication, hard work and maturation.  

At a relatively 
young age, 
Marshall chose 
to give his time 
to others, and 
now he has 
been accepted 
to Michigan’s 
automotive 
Master’s Degree 
program!

LIFE RESTORATION
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from left.
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A CHILD’S HOPE
A Child’s Hope, Resurrection’s Foster/Adopt Ministry, continued 
to provide training to prospective foster and adoptive parents 
and follow-up care through supportive events. One of the couples 
who gained certification through the Church of the Resurrection in 
2017 had their first foster placement in July. They will be finalizing 
adoption for their 5-year-old son beginning in 2019. Many more 
parents are needed as the number of children coming into foster 
care continues to rise every year.

More than 1,000 people benefitted from support and training at 
Resurrection, including Saturday respite events. These events provide 
four hours of free care and fun for foster and adopted kids, where 
families enjoy a meal together before parents connect and learn while 
the kids enjoy fun activities.

In August, 76 foster kids received backpacks of carefully chosen 
school supplies in the students’ favorite colors and character 
themes. This attention to detail greatly blessed the students 
receiving the supplies. 

COMPASSION 
INTERNATIONAL
Compassion Weekend in 2018 was a huge 
success with three times as many children 
sponsored than is typical in one weekend! 
Sponsorship packets were flying off the 
shelves faster than expected, resulting 
in more than 150 sponsored children. 
During that exciting weekend, one of our 
Compassion leaders met a gentleman 
who was so touched by the relationship 
and support his wife previously had with 
a Compassion child, he chose to sponsor 
his own student in 2017. When his wife 
passed in 2018, he chose to honor her by 
continuing to sponsor her child as well 
as his own child. In this way, he has been 
able to keep his wife’s memory alive by 
carrying on part of her legacy.

COMPUTERS
This year, the Computer Ministry put 527 refurbished computers back into the community through generous 
donations. Many of these units went to individuals who were struggling to find employment since most 
job openings and applications are now posted online. Along with individual computer placements, four 
computer labs were set up across the metro — the largest lab at Healing House in Kansas City, Missouri. 
Healing House received 28 computers and 15 internet phones for their new lab.

LIFE RESTORATION

40 one-on-one 
computer mentors
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Our Furnishings Ministry experienced significant change in 2018. Relocation to a new warehouse and 
rebranding of the ministry occurred between March and July, forcing a temporary suspension of operations 
until August. The ministry re-opened as Flourish Furnishings in Grandview, Missouri, with an open house in 
September when we were welcomed by the Grandview Chamber of Commerce with a formal ribbon cutting. 
Since the reopening, Flourish Furnishings has partnered with 42 metro area agencies employing 492 case 
managers for referrals. The ministry served 1,431 families in 2018 with whole home furnishings and essentials. 
Our ministry utilizes 100% donated furniture and household items and is wholly volunteer-run. More than 680 
volunteers ensured over 10,000 household and furniture items were a blessing to those we serve!

FLOURISH FURNISHINGS
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MATS FOR THE HOMELESS

CLOTHING & MORE
Our Clothing & More team of 76 
volunteers dedicated 3,168 hours 
of their time to ensure that 45,775 
pounds of clothing received at our 
Leawood campus were consistently 
distributed monthly to our 20 pantry 
partners throughout the Kansas 
City area. Thanks to this group of 
dedicated teams, we ultimately met 
the needs of approximately 15,000 
people throughout Kansas City in 
2018. This ministry touches a variety 
of other ministries at the church that 
rely on their dedication and hard work 
each week.

LIFE RESTORATION

Between 30-35 volunteers have worked throughout the year to provide sleeping mats for individuals in  
our community who are living on the streets. Each year, volunteers recycle about 70,000 plastic bags to  
make the mats.

Bobbi Jo Reed, the founder of Healing House, visited with the Mats Ministry one day: “Back when I was 
homeless, I was sleeping under a truck. The man next to me had dragged an old mattress under the truck to 
sleep on. I said to myself, ‘Oh, if I had anything to sleep on besides this hard concrete, my life would be better.”

NEW DAY  
PRISON MINISTRY
This one-on-one 
mentoring helps 
people reintegrate into 
the community once 
they are released and 
reduces their chances  
of returning to jail  
or prison.
Additionally, 364 
incarcerated people 
participated in Alpha 
Bible Study.
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Thanksgiving
Resurrection served over 1,000 Thanksgiving meals with our partners, 
and at the Leawood campus. More than 220 volunteers facilitated  
these meals, either accepting food donations, delivering the food 
or serving a meal, and hundreds more helped by providing the 
various items needed for these feasts. Another 60 volunteers helped 
prepare and serve food for lunches at our partner schools, set up for 
Safehome’s Thanksgiving food distribution event, or delivered food to 
people in need throughout the city.

Additionally, 657 families from Community LINC, Della Lamb, Safehome, 
Grace United, KidsTLC, Ridgeview Elementary, Fairview Elementary and 
Via De Esperanze Ministries received meal bags and a gift certificate or a 
turkey so they could prepare a holiday meal in their own homes. Staff and 
teachers were not forgotten during the holiday. More than 550 educators 
and staff at our partner schools enjoyed meals at appreciation luncheons 
held at their respective schools. 

Christmas 
More than 7,000 local individuals 
chose and received gifts for their 
families during the holiday season, 
or will receive the donated items in 
the coming year. It’s always a joy to 
serve during JOY!

Donations to local and global 
partners included trinkets, toys, 
bikes and other incentive items for 
students in area schools, practical 
items such as diapers, household 
cleaning items, toiletries and  
other necessities.

JOY IN SERVING

EASTER GRANT
The 2018 Community Transformation 
Award provided financial support 
to non-profit entities offering 
educational programming, 
counseling, treatment and resources 
for individuals and families dealing 
with addiction. This years’ two 
recipients were Amethyst Place and 
Healing House.

Amethyst Place provides crisis 
intervention and therapeutic 
services for more than 100 high-
risk children every year who come 
from homes where substance abuse 
and mistreatment lead to behavior 
that makes adjustment to school or 
relationships difficult. The $40,000 
grant provided the addition of a case 
manager to work with moms as they 
improve coping skills and model 
appropriate behaviors, helping 
to reduce children’s behavioral 
problems. Other goals for the 
women include maintaining sobriety 
and reuniting with children. Goals for 
the children include reduced risk for 
alcoholism and drug abuse, reduced 
behavioral problems, and a newly 
instilled sense of hope.

Healing House received a $60,000 
grant to assist with the completion 
of an education center, two large 
group training/programming rooms, 
and two private counseling and 
recovery support offices in the new 
Healing House Recovery Community 
Center (RCC), that opened in 2018. 
This building will be an important 
tool as they expand and serve a 
greater number of individuals while 
sharing the love of Christ with them 
throughout their recovery journey. 
The RCC will serve at least 350 
individuals and families daily who 
are seeking services and support for 
drug and alcohol addiction.

EVENTS & OUTREACH  
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SACRED STEPS 
People love running for clean water! In 2018, 
through nearly 1,000 race registrations and 
general donations, enough money was raised  
to allow access to clean water for 10,000 people 
in Africa.

People who walk also love connecting with 
other walkers. One participant said, “This 
year had been particularly hard for me, and a 
fellow walker struck up a dialogue, blessing me 
with the simple act of friendly conversation.” 
Sometimes we forget we can bless someone 
by simply offering encouragement and 
unconditional love.

EVENTS & OUTREACH  

ALLIES FOR RACIAL JUSTICE 
Allies for Racial Justice had an incredible year of relationship 
building, historic moments and educational opportunities. 
Highlights include:

• Clarence Jones, the former personal counsel, advisor and 
draft speech writer for Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., spoke 
during worship services, followed by a special dinner 
commemorating and honoring the legacy of Dr. King on the 
50th year after his assassination.

•  More than 80 people from St. James UMC and Church 
of the Resurrection participated in small groups based on 
Dr. King’s Strength to Love challenge, and several groups 
decided to continue to meet past the original commitment.

•  75 people participated in the ongoing educational 
opportunities at Grow Night covering the historical racial 
divide in our city.

Other events included:
• the second annual Royals Game Salute to the  
   Negro Leagues
• bowling and pizza parties
• tribute dinner to Charlie Parker
• a prayer walk
• fellowship at the Kansas City Zoo

MLK SERVE DAY
More than 400 people served the following organizations 
at the church and throughout the community: 
• A Child’s Hope
• Adelante Thrift Store
• Avenue of Life
• Partner Schools
• Healing House
• Hope Faith Ministries

• Kansas City Rescue Mission
• Lazarus Ministries
• Mission Hope Thrift
• Mats for the Homeless
• Flourish Furnishings
• Winter Care Kits
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Serve Saturday, formerly FaithWork, 
at Leawood occurs every first 
Saturday of the month and every 
second Tuesday of the month 
with opportunities for families and 
individuals to serve on a one-time or 
continuing basis in a local context. 
Tuesday teams worked to sort and 
prepare donations for delivery to 
our many partners in the region. 
On Saturdays in 2018, opportunities 
to serve included helping in a 
thrift store, ESL (English as Second 
Language) assisting, serving meals, 
light construction and office help, 
among others. We partnered with 
Avenue of Life, Lazarus Ministries, 
Safehome, Village Presbyterian, 
several schools, and many other 
organizations throughout  
Kansas City to donate our time  
and resources.

In 2018, approximately 1,700 
individuals volunteered through 
Tuesday and Saturday initiatives, 
and about 500 of them were 
serving for the very first time! These 
volunteers worked in the church 
and out in the community for a 

SERVE EVENTS

total of 4,300 hours throughout 
the year, providing assistance to 
low-income congregations and 
individuals in the area. An estimated 
6,000 people benefitted from 
generous contributions of time and 
resources — from receiving food 
at a pantry to a warm blanket for 
cold winter months. Our volunteers 
make an impact by filling gaps, in 
social and financial support and 
helping provide opportunities for 
individuals experiencing poverty 
and homelessness. Without their 
many hours of dedication, many of 
these gaps would be unfilled.

CHRISTMAS IN OCTOBER 
Christmas in October 
volunteers provided minor 
repairs, insulated attics, built 
wheelchair ramps, repaired 
leaky faucets and painted at 
homes in the KC area.
• 375 Resurrection 
volunteers
• 24 families served

9
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BEDS 
Volunteers working in the Beds 
Ministry held Bedtime Packing Parties 
in 2018 that provided more than 250 
children in our eight partner schools —  
as well as students referred through 
Big Brothers/Big sisters — with new  
beds, bedding and pajamas. Volunteer 
children, working alongside their 
parents, helped wrap and pack 
bedding that made it possible for 
other children in their community to be 
blessed with their own new beds. For 
many struggling families, a new bed 
can also represent hope and renewal, 
and it was a joy to see children’s eyes 
light up when they also received new 
pajamas. One family had to leave their 
previous home after gang members 
reportedly shot over 160 bullets into 
the walls and furniture. The mother of 
the household said, “Receiving new 
beds for my children was an answer to 
my prayers” and gave her hope for a 
new beginning. 

TUTORS
The Partner Schools Ministry engaged hundreds of volunteers as 
weekly tutors, helping at school events and providing support to 
teachers and staff. One teacher at our newest partner school,  
JA Rogers in east Kansas City, told our volunteers, “I can’t even 
begin to tell you the difference between this year with your help  
and last year.”

In addition to the many stories of encouragement and learning that 
happen through the dedication of our tutors, generosity of our 
Resurrection donors and community partners, the Partner Schools 
ministry distributed 166 pairs of eyeglasses, delivered 1,396 items for 
the school store and provided 2,824 ice cream bars as special treats 
to students as awards.

UNIFORM/SCHOOL 
SUPPLY DRIVE
Our four regional campuses — West, 
Downtown, Blue Springs and  
Leawood — reported a total of more 
than 2,090 bags of donated school 
supplies, benefitting children in seven 
of our partner schools, as well as 75 
kids in foster care. Additionally, the 
ministry distributed over 2,000 items of 
uniform clothing, and funds provided 
through generous contributions 
allowed the Partner Schools Ministry 
to continue purchasing more uniforms 
throughout the year for kids in the KCK 
and KCMO partner schools.

PARTNER SCHOOLS

Some families 
received new 
beds this year 
after losing their 
old furniture 
due to bed bug 
infestations.
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BACKPACKS FOR HUNGER
Families continue to report that a bag of nutritious, kid-friendly food to take home for the weekend makes a 
difference to their entire family. In recent years, Church of the Resurrection has partnered with six area schools, 
and last fall the program expanded to JA Rogers, a seventh partner school, resulting in a total of 53,800 bags 
distributed throughout 2018. One of our tutors reported that a boy she works with told her how excited he was to 
get a bag of food to take home every week. But what really surprised her is when he said, “If I had $100, I’d buy 
food. If I had another $100, I’d buy even more food so my Momma would have enough and not worry.”

More than 2,500 volunteers helped to pick up food, set up, fill and deliver the bags to students who would not 
have the extra nutrition they need to supplement their diets over the weekend away from school. These dedicated 
volunteers continuously show up to serve and answer the call saying, “Here I am Lord. Send me.”

BOOKMOBILE
Several times a week, the Bookmobile 
travels around the community, delivering 
books to students from low income 
families. In 2018, 15 individual drivers 
served 107 times for a total of 506 hours 
to distribute 62,210 books. These books 
provided reading opportunities for 31,305 
students at more than 60 locations, 
including our eight partner schools. In 
addition to our regular drivers, 76 other 
volunteers served 318 times for a total of 
1,497 hours on the Bookmobile, handing 
out books, restocking and organizing to 
help make the ministry run smoothly and 
efficiently. The numbers are great, but the 
impact is even greater.
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US SERVE TRIPS

US SERVE TRIPS
Domestic Serve Trips provide an 
opportunity to serve within the 
United States in God’s name. These 
trips encourage team members to 
put aside distractions on a days-
long excursion full of opportunities 
to open themselves to listen for 
God’s voice. Perfect for families, 
US trips provide a short-term 
mission experience that is easier 
on the budget, and offers a shorter 
timeframe than our international 
trips. (For your first time going on a 
short-term mission, a US Serve trip 
might be a great way to get started!)

In 2018:
• served in Columbus, Dallas, 
Omaha and New York City
• 4 Teams of 7-14 people served in 
urban communities
• worked in community gardens, 
food pantries, soup kitchens, 
schools and community centers

In Omaha, Church of the 
Resurrection partners with The 
Big Garden, working to provide 

healthy food alternatives for people 
who lack access to affordable and 
fresh options in their community. 
The team in July was made up of 
families that had never served on 
a trip before! Everyone came away 
with a better understanding of food 

insecurity and a deeper relationship 
with one another as they grew in 
their faith. One team member said, 
“I wanted to expose my 8-year-old 
to the mission field and she loved 
the experience. Big Garden was 
great at working with kids!”

“Including kids 
on this trip was 
awesome! I learned 
from them and 
seeing their hearts 
to serve.”



13

PUERTO RICO
Hurricane Maria devastated Puerto Rico and killed 
thousands, leaving even more people without shelter. 
While the fast response by our congregation just after 
the disaster helped provide immediate relief, there was 
still more to be done in 2018. 

During a year of relationship-building with our partners at 
the Samuel Culpeper Methodist Church in northwestern 
Puerto Rico, we also engaged 34 team members in the 
community’s rebuilding efforts. Team members felt a 
sense of community as they worked alongside more  
than 80 Puerto Rican congregation members from 
Samuel Culpepper using $70,000 of donated funds to 
clean, repair the church roof and demolish damaged 
interior structures.

The physical transformation that occurred through 
reconstruction was important, but the spiritual 
transformations within each team member were profound. 
One 21-year-old serving in June was so moved during 
the trip, she returned home and decided to become a 
Resurrection member the very next day!

DOMESTIC RELIEF 
Hurricane Harvey & Hurricane Michael
• Rio TX Conference – $10,000
• Alabama Conference – $10,000
• South Georgia Conference – $10,000
• South Carolina Conference – $10,000

HEART TO HEART KIT 
PACKING EVENTS
Hygiene Kits:
• $25,000 kits for Puerto Rico, 
   Texas and Florida

DISASTER RELIEF & RECOVERY
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SOUTH AFRICA
Amazing ministry continues to 
take place at the Ditshego School 
in Mooiplaas, South Africa, where 
Church of the Resurrection trip 
participants continue to serve. In 
2018, 22 adults and teenagers came 
together to bless others with a 
week of service, and in turn found 
themselves being tremendously 
blessed. During their time in South 
Africa, team members worked with 
more than 100 students on math 
skills, social studies, English and 
beading projects. They worked on 
continuing to learn English as well as 
Work Ethic and Conflict Resolution 
programs. While teams went with 
an agenda to serve and work 
with people on specific detailed 
programs, fun and camaraderie 
permeated the entire trip! There 
was much laughter and excitement 
shared between team members and 
their South African friends serving 
and playing together.

GLOBAL SERVE TRIPS
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MALAWI
Since 2010 we have been in 
partnership with the Malawi 
Methodist Church and have seen 
a variety of “God moments” 
come alive before our eyes. Team 
members in 2018 offered medical 
care to more than 500 individuals, 
ranging from the elderly to 
babies, dealing with a variety of 
health-related issues. Without the 
sacrificial love of teams serving 
in Malawi, most people would 
never have access to any form of 
medical care. Smiles and hugs from 
the community created joy-filled 
moments of relationship-building in 
the name of Jesus.

CCODE
CCODE (Centre for Community 
Organisation and Development) 
gives community leaders the 
opportunity to lead efforts of 
Economic Empowerment for an 
entire village. These leaders take 
a critical role in mentoring and 

12 WATER 
WELLS
provided clean 
water to more 
than 12,000 
individuals.

coaching others in financial matters.
Since its inception, 166 individuals 
have joined the program in Malawi. 
They continue to make a difference 
in their own lives and the lives of 
others in their village.

ZOE 
The ZOE program helps to 
eliminate the relief and dependency 

cycle. This program has grown 
tremendously, and today celebrates 
an 85% success rate for children 
who became self-supporting. 
Resurrection is currently supporting 
24 groups, or approximately 
2,787 orphans, and looks forward 
to continuing to engage in this 
amazingly life-changing ministry.



16

HONDURAS
in 2018, 62 team members traveled to 
Honduras to serve with our partners in 
Ciudad Espana and El Obraje. Members 
of Church of the Resurrection also 
sponsored 101 Juan Wesley students in 
Ciudad Espana, as well as 23 University 
students. Our teams have helped train 
12 leaders to start small group Bible 
studies, and 14 pastors have completed 
entrepreneur training, helping pastors 
become economically independent with a 
sustainable way of supporting themselves 
while serving their congregations.

Fanny is one of the university sponsored 
students from Ciudad Espana, Honduras 
and she’s working on a degree in IT. At 
the same time, she is a key volunteer in 
the church, PTO president at the Juan 
Wesley School, and is raising four girls 
ranging in ages from  2–11. Because the 
sponsorship program only covers some 
of the funds, she started raising her own 
funds by doing laundry for others and 
making pinatas. She’s truly an inspiration!

GLOBAL SERVE TRIPS
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COSTA RICA
July 2018 was the first time a team was sent to our new partners,  
Costa Rica Missions Project (CRMP). CRMP is a non-profit that 
supports Methodist Churches in the San Isidro area of Costa Rica. 
A multi-generational team of 20 participants from Church of the 
Resurrection volunteered at CRMP. Part of their week was spent 
serving with local congregants of the Pavones Church, meeting people 
in their homes and inviting them to church, as well as a Vacation  
Bible School. They also did light construction at the preschool.  
The conversations they had with the community were transformational 
for the families they met, as well as for the team members.

HAITI
In 2018, 36 volunteers headed to Haiti to serve the local Methodist Church, local CHE 
(Community Health Evangelism) leaders, and local Federation leaders. Teams focused on 
rebuilding a Methodist church in a very remote community in Haiti that was damaged in the 
2010 earthquake and further damaged by Hurricane Matthew in 2016. The team traveled 
30 minutes by car and then hiked about an hour up the mountain to the job site. “The local 
community greeted us at the bottom of the mountain each day to walk with us to the top, 

then walked back down at the end of the day — 
talk about radical hospitality! Our team felt like a 
part of the community all week.”

CHE, along with Resurrection, trained people 
in the communities surrounding Petit-Goave on 
budgeting, disaster response, mid-wifery, health 
and sanitation, and how to start small businesses. 
CHE also worked with Resurrection and 
Healing Waters to create clean water solutions 
in Barrette. Training for that project included 
maintaining the system, hygiene and sanitation.
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turmoil, yet refugee families are 
living with the reality of all of these 
at once. Donations provide tangible 
relief and serve to remind recipients 
that there are people who care and 
are willing to sacrifice to help make 
their lives better.

Safe Spaces School 
The Syrian civil war continues to 
create a humanitarian crisis of 
unprecedented scale. In Lebanon, 
the on-going crisis is sharply 
evident, as the small country is 
home to more than 1.5 million 
refugees, many of whom are school-
aged children. In partnership with 
the Church of the Resurrection, 
the Safe Spaces School in Saida, 
Lebanon held its grand opening 
on October 2, 2018, to serve more 
than 200 children — providing both 
educational and psycho-social 
support. Living up to its name, the 
school truly is a safe space where all 
are welcome and where a future with 
hope is made possible.

UNICEF
UNICEF is on the front lines of many 
crises around the world, serving its 
most vulnerable children. Church 
of the Resurrection donates funds 

to help in their efforts to provide 
education, health care, clean water 
and nutritional support to refugee 
children and families. Imagine losing 
your home, your community, your 
job, your school, and the lives of 
close family members and friends. 
Any one these events would create 

REFUGEES
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Downtown KC
Last July, 60 middle school students 
spent a week in downtown KC 
serving the community. The 
students served with shelters, 
food pantries, clothing closets 
and homeless communities. 
They were the hands and feet of 
God while getting to know one 
another, learning more about their 
community and encountering many 
life-shifting moments. 

Chicago
During the summer of 2018, 35 
high school students launched into 
the heart of downtown Chicago. 

Working with local agencies, 
students served the homeless 
population through furnishing 
ministries, food pantries and 
kitchens and programs for kids.

Denver
On the Denver Mission Trip, 
students were able to learn from 
and serve alongside people 
experiencing homelessness, adults 
living with various disabilities and 
refugee children. Although manual 
labor mattered, the human-to-
human interactions regardless of the 
differences are what impacted the 
students the most.

Honduras
This past summer, rezlife student 
ministries led a team of seven adult 
leaders and 19 students to serve 
in the community of El Obraje, 
Honduras. The team was able 
to upgrade dirt floors, pouring 
concrete in the homes of several 
local church members. They also 
served in the local school, teaching 
basic English to elementary-aged 
students in the morning and leading 
a Vacation Bible School, sports 
camp and dance camp for the junior 
high students in the afternoon.

REZLIFE

REZ LIFE
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• 44 volunteers for Joy Party and staff appreciation at 
Wendell Phillips serving 300 students and 60 staff, in 
partnership with Resurrection Downtown
• Lazarus Ministries: 46 volunteers prepared and  
served meals

School Supply Drive
• Backpacks for Hunger went to three Blue Springs 
schools, supporting approximately 80 students
• Crafty for a Cause: 10 volunteers met monthly to make 
sleeping mats, prayer shawls, baby blankets and more 
for area partners

Ministry Additions
In 2018, Blue Springs started a new fellowship 
opportunity with a Pancake Breakfast through the 
hard work and dedication of seven volunteers from the 
congregation, and another 59 volunteers started a Fun 
Day in May event on campus. Volunteers are always 
looking for new ways to 
engage the congregation!

International Serve 
Trip: Malawi
Last summer, a team of 
eight participants from 
Blue Springs headed to 
Malawi to work alongside 
women, children and tribal chiefs from six area villages to 
start community gardens that will provide local, healthy 
produce to more than 600 families. The team worked 

alongside women with babies 
strapped on their backs as they 
sang beautiful songs of praise, 
plowed, planted, and hauled 
water — it was such a blessing to 
experience the joy of people in the 
village while working with them 
each day!

Rise Against Hunger 
and Heart to Heart
In March, Blue Springs held a food 
packing event for Rise Against 
Hunger. More than 90 volunteers 
sorted, packaged and boxed 
food for 10,800 individual meals. 
In November, 83 volunteers 
assembled 1,350 hygiene kits.

BLUE SPRINGS
Serve Days
Resurrection Blue Springs continued to support our 
partners with a monthly Serve Day. This year, we served 
with Drumm Farm, Hillcrest Transitional Housing, 
Lazarus Ministries, Habitat for Humanity, Wendell Phillips 
Elementary and Welcome Inn

Christmas in October
This year, Blue Springs sponsored two homes. An elderly 
widow in Kansas City, Missouri, needed her laundry 
facilities moved up from the cellar, a garage torn down 
and basic home repairs. The other homeowner was an 
elderly woman in Independence in need of basic home 
repair, with extensive outside work. She was very grateful 
for the help. When the City returned to inspect her 
property two days later, they were quite surprised with 
the improvement!

Serving with Resurrection Downtown  
at Partner School
A continuing partnership with Wendell Phillips deepened 
in 2018! An additional tutor joined the team, and we 
added people to serve with the Tiger Store, an incentive 
“store” with toys and gifts for good behavior.

JOY in Serving
• Thanksgiving meal bags and gift cards
• Christmas JOY Boxes for students: 75, in partnership 
with Resurrection Downtown
• $1,325 for ZOE in Malawi

CAMPUS MINISTRIES

“Women from nearby 
villages sang praises to 
GOD and danced with 
joy as the team arrived 
each day.”
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DOWNTOWN
Serve Saturday
Resurrection Downtown experienced 
significant growth in its Serve 
Saturday ministry in 2018, with 
increased focus on encouragement, 
consistency, flexibility and 
discipleship development. 
Resurrection Downtown 
experienced a 40% overall increase 
in participation on Serve Saturdays, 
and a 20% increase in first-time 
participation through the church. 
This growth was accomplished with 
a multifaceted strategy.

First, the tremendous pastoral 
support as the year began with 
the opening of a new building 
encouraged and challenged people 
to serve. Consistently hosting the 
event every third Saturday gave 
participants confidence that they 
could invite others to join them and 
count on a meaningful experience 
when they simply showed up to 
serve. Flexibility allowed for the 
inclusion of new ministry partners 
such as Amethyst place.

Serve Saturday focuses on being 
a “front door” to the church by 
offering opportunities to serve in 
the community as an entry point, 
followed by an invitation to move 
into more personal commitments to 
serve. This message has encouraged 
an increase in participation among 
the congregation to serve in 
ministries beyond Serve Saturday.

Serve Trips
A team from the Downtown campus 
served a community in Honduras in 
June. They poured concrete floors 
in several family’s homes, hosted 
training for small groups with the 
women leaders in the church and 
showed love to children through 

sports activities. Resurrection 
Downtown also took its first youth 
mission trip to rural Appalachia, 
participating in a camp called 
Mountain Tennessee Outreach 
Project. Nine youth, four of whom 
are refugee friends connected to us 
through a partnership with the  

FC Global refugee soccer 
program, and five adults travelled 
to Tennessee to do minor home 
repair projects and deepen their 
discipleship. The whole group 
returned energized to form 
Resurrection Downtown’s first 
youth group!
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prepared and 225 turkeys were donated to those in 
need. During the Christmas season, RezWest folks served 
meals at KidsTLC and Ridgeview Elementary, adopted 
over 60 families and donated toys for children in-need.

Christmas in October
West volunteers completed all the projects for one house 
in the Olathe area. Additionally, they donated 53 bins of 
clothing and 27 bins of food.

Partner Schools
• Collected hundreds of coats for Fairview Elementary
• Continued improving our Ridgeview JOY Store, a 
year-long, volunteer-led ministry, giving children the 
opportunity to choose two Christmas gifts to give to two 
of their loved ones
• Started an Adult ESL class at Fairview Elementary with 
20 students and 20 volunteers
• 120 snack bags for students at Ridgeview Elementary to 
take home each weekend through Backpacks for Hunger

International and Domestic Serve Trips
Six team members served in Honduras and ten  
team members served in Columbus, Ohio, on a  
Resurrection West-sponsored team.

It was a great year of growth in faith and hope at 
Resurrection West!

WEST
Serve Saturdays
On the second Saturday of each 
month last year, Resurrection 
West hosted Serve Saturdays, 
and two of those months were 
MEGA MISSIONS. A variety of 
on-site and kid-friendly projects 
were available.

Martin Luther King Day  
MEGA MISSION
A record number of 361 people 
participated:
•  30,024 meals for Rise  
Against Hunger
•  1,020 lunches distributed 
around KC
•  1,020 cards of encouragement
•  628 crafts for students
•  379 Valentines for Veterans

Bless the School MEGA MISSION
A record number 202 people participated in Bless the 
School projects! At Ridgeview Elementary, volunteers 
painted four courtyard benches and installed new 
landscaping to enhance the facility. School supplies 
for all 244 Ridgeview Elementary students were also 
donated. Volunteers at Fairview Elementary also painted 
four kindergarten bathrooms and painted and relined an 
asphalt playground. 

Both schools received welcome back gifts for teachers, 
administrators and staff, and 587 back-to-school snacks. 
Other general maintenance projects helped the students 
feel blessed on their first day back to school.

Serve Saturday
•  Resurrection West served 50-100 people every second 
Saturday at Central UMC
•  Food Drives supported four local pantries
•  Souper Bowl food drive produced 343 bags of food
•  Home Run for Hunger Drive produced 4,300 pounds 
of food

JOY in Serving
JOY in Serving was truly a joy for all who participated! 
During Thanksgiving, 202 Thanksgiving Meal Bags were 

CAMPUS MINISTRIES
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LOCAL IMPACT 
MINISTRIES 
Backpacks for Hunger  265,592  
Disaster Response  167,983 
Furnishings  155,912 
Avenue of Life  128,055 
Community Care Assistance    125,000 
Education & Life Skills/Literacy 107,570 
Easter Grant (Healing House,  
    Amethyst Place)  100,000 
Resurrection Mission Center 
     (RMC)  60,865 
Justice (Prison, Allies for  52,905 
   Racial Justice, life restoration, 
   MLK Community Celebration) 
Hunger Ministry  48,114 
Collections (Clothing, 
     Computers, Cars)  45,800
Sacred Steps  45,208 
Strategic Initiatives  39,594  
Beds  37,399 
JOY in Serving  35,248 
KC Poverty – GreenLight Fund 35,034
   & COPE  
Mission Vehicles  33,194 
Christmas in October  27,957 
Foster & Adopt  26,514 
Housing & Construction  23,670 
Bless the School  21,674 
RezWest Mission Center  20,209 
FaithWork  7,469 
School Uniform & Supplies 6,215 
 
 TOTAL:  $1,617,181

2018 MINISTRY SPENDING

Financial information in this 
report reflects the 2018 

calendar year. 

$2,350,284  
Denominational 
Missions & 
Ministry  
Commitments 
 

$1,617,181  
Local Impact
Ministries 

$908,904  
Global Impact
Ministries 

$16,130  
Administrative & 
Communications 
 

2018 SPECIAL 
OFFERING &
OTHER GIVING 
January 1 – December 31

LOCAL IMPACT 
MINISTRIES  
 
Christmas Eve 2018 –   718,669 
   Community Care  100,000
       Assistance,  
   Avenue of Life  400,000
       (2 yr commitment)  
Backpacks for Hunger   139,207 
Hunger Drives  104,836 
Easter 2018   100,000 
Disaster Relief &  77,725
   Response   
Furnishings  64,590 
Healing House   33,751 
Joy In Serving –   29,586
   Holiday Meals    
KC Poverty Initiatives – 25,000
   GreenLight Fund 
Other 16,909 
Beds 12,001
Collections (Clothing, 10,167 
     Computers, Cars) 
School Supplies &  
   Uniforms   5,655 
Education/Life Skills/ 
   Literacy   4,278
 
 TOTAL:  $1,342,374

GLOBAL IMPACT 
MINISTRIES  
 
Christmas Eve 2018 –  718,669 
   Syrian Refugees $120,000
   ZOE $120,000
Global Education &  111,911
   Scholarships   
Sacred Steps 5K   33,452  
Clean Water Initiatives  19,470
Joy in Serving –   13,955 
   Haiti trees/SA Ditshego
Global Health  6,098 
Other Global Initiatives 6,630 

 TOTAL:    $910,185

GLOBAL IMPACT 
MINISTRIES 
ZOE  149,000 
Syrian Refugees 120,100
Malawi Partnership 101,705  
Microfinance (Malawi CCODE;  97,390 
   Honduras CADEHR) 
Global Partner Scholarships  76,291 
Haiti Partnership   75,091 
Haiti Relief & Reconstruction  54,697 
Honduras Partnership 54,618  
Clean water initiatives/ 33,707
   Boreholes
Trip Training & Supplies  33,042
South Africa/DRC Partnership  31,247 
Eurasia Partnership  30,000 
Joy in Serving – Haiti trees/ 29,436
   SA Ditshego 
Denominational Collaborations 20,000
Domestic Partnerships  2,580 
 
 TOTAL:   $908,904

n Denominational Missions  
 & Ministry  
 Commitments $2,350,284 
n Administrative  
 & Communications $16,130    
n Local Impact  
 Ministries $1,617,181   
n Global Impact  
 Ministries  $908,904 
  
                Total  $4,892,499  
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