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mission milestones

2016 brought the needs of many to our attention, from the global refugee crisis to floods hitting close to home. 
Urgent needs in so many places remind us why our continued engagement in God’s redemptive work in the world 
is so vital. Resurrection’s Mission Ministries and dedicated volunteers have made a significant impact on the lives of 
others by responding to the needs of our neighbors in the Kansas City community as well as our brothers and sisters 
around the world. Thank you for your support of Resurrection’s Local and Global Impact Ministries.

49,604 
bags of supplemental weekend food  

were distributed to partner school students  
through Backpacks for Hunger  

during the 2015-2016 school year.

56 tons of food  

were collected and distributed  
to 19 area food pantries 

through the Hunger Ministry.

1,212 
school-aged students were  

served by the Beds Ministry,  
with more than 250 

receiving beds, and more than  
950 receiving blankets,  
linens and/or pajamas. 

10,950 
care kits were packed to  

support relief efforts in the  
US and worldwide with  

Heart to Heart International.

 64 students 
were sponsored in Honduras 

at the Juan Wesley School.



 

31,440 books 
were distributed through the Bookmobile.

16 
teenage foster children  

are now living in a 
home the Housing & 

Construction team helped 
remodel as part of the  

Blue Door Project.

300
rezlife students and leaders served 

on mission trips in KC, St. Louis, Chicago, 
Denver, Dallas, Nashville and Honduras.

individuals were served by the Clothing & More Ministry through 
repurposing and distributing clothing, shoes and more.16,412

WANT TO GET INVOLVED? 
If reading about the past year’s Mission 
accomplishments inspires you, visit our  

website to learn how you can get involved. 

cor.org/serve



Food security, small business 
and entrepreneurship  
in action.

 MALAWI 
ZOE and the miracle  
of empowerment

Famine relief to drought 
affected southern Malawi

For the people of Malawi, 2016 was an especially difficult year as 
drought conditions left the majority of the country food insecure and 
facing starvation. The Church of the Resurrection provided $50,000 
in famine relief funds through the Malawi United Methodist Church 
that supported communities in the south with the highest starvation 
rates. Famine relief efforts impacted 3,000 lives, especially those most 
vulnerable — women, children and the elderly.

In 2013, Resurrection began working with ZOE (zoehelps.org) to 
support children living in our partner community of Madisi, Malawi who 
were orphaned by the HIV/AIDS crisis. Since that time, more than 1,400 
children have graduated from the three-year empowerment program 
and are firmly on the path to self-reliance. ZOE organizes multiple 
families of orphans into communities of support, headed by older youth 
and supported by social workers.

Before ZOE, many of these children and youth lacked access to education 
and the basic necessities of life. Little to no food, clothing or medical care 
meant the potential for abuse or criminal activity was a daily reality.  
ZOE provides business training and start up loans to help households 
generate income, which means the basic needs of life can now be met. 
Many of the ZOE youth develop more than one business, generating 
enough income to support their siblings as well as others in the community 
and leaving extreme poverty behind forever.



Playground installations and painting classrooms bless Garfield Elemtentary. 

Bless the School blitz
Garfield Elementary School in Kansas City, Missouri serves a diverse population 

with over 500 students representing more than 15 countries and a variety of 
cultures. This past June, 674 volunteers served a total 2,853 volunteer hours 
transforming the school by painting, cleaning, making repairs, and installing new 
playground equipment in order to enhance the learning environment for the 
children. Resurrection members from all four campuses were joined by family and 
friends, local community groups, KCMO School District staff, and our friends from 
the Jewish Family and Vocational Services. 

The commitment to Bless the School from the teachers and staff at Garfield was 
a true testament to their dedication to the students. Each day, the vice principal, 
district facilities administrator and numerous teachers from Garfield helped with 
the revitalization of their school building and grounds. Thanks to the efforts of 
all involved, the kindergarteners have a beautiful new outdoor play set, the older 
children have expanded playground equipment and new basketball goals, and the 
classrooms, hallways, library and auditorium are now bright and welcoming.

“This really brightens up 
the learning environment… 

and it is a lesson in teaching kids 
how people help one another.”

PATRICIA JENSEN
Vice Principal, Garfield Elementary



Schools Furnishing Hope 
recognized for community service

Serve team members assist with classroom construction.

Self-sustaining water system

Kelsey Martin visiting the Compassion child 
her family sponsors during a serve trip.

It takes months of coordination by the leadership of My 
Father’s House furnishings ministry to pull off the annual 
Schools Furnishing Hope drive. Since 2013, more than 800 
volunteers serving 8,500 hours have taken 18,531 pieces of 
retired furniture from Blue Valley School District buildings 
and distributed them to 38 non-profit organizations and less-
resourced schools. In 2016 alone, more than 200 volunteers 
with Schools Furnishing Hope, received and then distributed 
4,558 furniture items to 16 local educational organizations.

This past fall, Schools Furnishing Hope was recognized 
by the Blue Valley School District as one of the district’s 

2016 Friends of Education for their partnership with the 
schools repurposing furniture in a cost-efficient manner. 
Jason Gilliam, Director of Business Operations for BVSD says 
the impact goes far beyond reducing furniture disposal 
costs. “This partnership enables both groups to make a 
difference in our community and beyond at a level far 
greater than either group could do on their own.”

Volunteers serve year-round at My Father’s House, 
repurposing household furnishings for people who are 
getting a fresh start in a new home. Congratulations to the 
ministry for this well-deserved honor.

Four additional 

classrooms were 

completed at the 

Methodist school in 

Petit Goâve, College 

Harry Brakeman, 

providing 200 

additional students 

an education and 

path out of poverty.



Todd White, Blue Valley 
Superintendent,  
Nick Golden, My Father’s 
House Volunteer, and  
Mike Seitz, Blue Valley 
School Board President

 HAITI 
A better life through  
education and health

Resurrection members sponsor more than 300 Compassion International 
children in the community of Cabaret, Haiti. A new well and water treatment 
system were built to provide the entire community of 10,000 people with a 
safe, accessible source of clean drinking water. The Compassion children receive 
free drinking water, improving their health and freeing them from the long and 
dangerous journey it took in the past to fetch water.

Resurrection continued its commitment to education for children with the addition 
of four new classrooms at the Brakeman School in our partner community of Petit 
Goâve. These classrooms add capacity to the school for 200 additional students.

Though we’re still in the process of rebuilding and recovery efforts in the 
communities impacted by Hurricane Matthew in October of 2016, we partnered 
with Heart to Heart International and Community Health Workers (CHE) to provide 
immediate relief in the form of health kits packed at Heart to Heart International’s 
Kansas warehouse, and quickly shipped and distributed in Haiti. The kits provided 
life-saving hygiene items and helped to stem the spread of disease in the aftermath 
of the storm.

4,558 pieces 
of furniture 

were repurposed 
in 2016



Blue Springs

Downtown KCMO

Downtown volunteers prepare items for holiday activities.

ONE CHURCH – FOUR LOCATIONS

Resurrection Campus Highlights

More than 200 people served with Resurrection’s Blue 
Springs Campus packing meals and care kits, supporting 
weekend food programs and clothing closets, serving 
meals in the community and building lasting relationships 
at our partner school, Wendell Phillips. In May, we 
provided a fun day that both students and teachers 
enjoyed. Face painting, a cake walk, races, games and 
even a petting zoo made the day a very special event for 
everyone involved. In addition, volunteers serve as tutors 
weekly at Wendell Phillips, support the Field Day, Carnival, 
teachers’ appreciation activities and much more. 

The relationship between Resurrection Downtown and 
Wendell Phillips Elementary School, both located in Kansas 
City’s urban core, is rich with institutional and heart to heart 
partnerships. Principal Deloris Brown and her staff are known 
for creating success in a struggling school district, and 
they give much credit to the presence of the school liaison 
and 20+ tutors serving from Rez Downtown. Additional 
volunteers serve with the Tiger Store (student incentive 
program), JOY holiday parties and Bless the School. We seek 
to help create an atmosphere where students can learn 
and teachers feel equipped and appreciated. Through our 
partnership with the school, we hope the students and staff 
will continue to reach for and achieve success — and that 
together we will grow in the love and knowledge of God.

A petting zoo 
and dancing 

were part of the 
Wendell Phillips 

Fun Day provided 
by Resurrection 

Blue Springs.



Olathe
At Resurrection West, we love serving our neighbors near and far in a 

variety of ways throughout the year. One of our favorite opportunities is 
called MEGA MISSION, which we offer three times annually. In 2016, our 
MLK MEGA MISSION was a true highlight. On the morning of Martin Luther 
King day, 338 people gathered at West and packed over 15,000 meals to 
help tackle hunger internationally, filled over 500 lunch bags with food and 
encouraging notes for the homeless in KC, made 150 Valentines for Veterans 
and prepared 70 shoe making kits for our friends in Uganda. Participants 
also spent time in the hands-on prayer room where they focused on 
connecting with God, embracing diversity and loving and serving all.

Fighting hunger locally and  
internationally was just a part of the 

MLK MEGA MISSION.  
Valentines for Veterans and 

shoe making kits were also created.

MLK MEGA MISSION was a great way for families to serve together.



 SOUTH AFRICA

Ditshego House of Laughter grows  
to serve more children and Families

Nursery school students engage in active learning.

“As the teachers  

at the Ditshego school  

were taught computer  

skills you could see 

 the joy and appreciation  

in their eyes.”

Ditshego House of Laughter is a place of love and hope where 
lives are transformed through holistic and comprehensive care 
for children and families. The community it serves lacks even the 
most basic resources and many of its inhabitants are immigrants 
and refugees, all living in extreme poverty. Ditshego supports 
these families by providing early learning, social, health, nutrition, 
and child protection services in a loving, Christian environment.

Christmas Eve offering funds facilitated the purchase of 

additional land and buildings for Ditshego to expand the services 
it offers and increase its capacity to meet the needs of children 
and families. Over 600 adults and 500 children are served by the 
preventative health clinic. The nursery school and after school 
care program serve over 250 children. Once repairs and updates 
are completed on the new buildings, the reach of Ditshego will 
touch even more lives.



Impact Wednesdays 
at Avenue of Life

More than 
 500 computers 

have been refurbished 
and provided 

to KC area 
organizations and 
our international 
partners in 2016.

Computer Ministry  

Avenue of LIfe computer labs provide internet access.

Approximately 1,400 children were identified by the McKinney-Vento 
liaison in the Kansas City Kansas Public Schools as homeless. Resurrection 
joined a collaboration of multiple agencies to address the varied needs 
of these children and their families, supporting some of Kansas City’s 
most vulnerable families as they move toward long-term self-sufficiency. 
Christmas Eve offering funds have specifically been working through the 
services and resources deployed at Impact Wednesdays hosted at Avenue of  
Life. Multiple agencies are represented each week and provide a one-stop 
experience for families in need of a variety of resources and services 
designed to bring stability to their lives. As a result, children are succeeding 
in school, families are being permanently housed, and parents are finding jobs.

2015-2016 SCHOOL YEAR 

207 families served
483 children served
53 families permanently housed 
46 individuals employed
19% reduction in homelessness

2016-2017 SCHOOL YEAR 

289 families referred 
93 families in case management 
59 families permanently housed 
47 employed

Access to technology is a powerful tool in the fight 
against poverty. Resurrection’s Computer Ministry 
provided 32 laptops for young people served by 
The Family Conservancy, an organization providing 
support services to youth in Kansas City who have been 
homeless and have little to no parental involvement 
in their lives. These laptops are vital to helping these 
young women and men advance their education, as all 
have been accepted into college despite the hardships 
they have had to overcome in life.

Laptops like these are changing lives through 
organizations like the Family Conservancy, Healing 
House and others who identify ways to empower 
individuals with access to technology. Computer labs 
established by the Computer Ministry at places like 
Healing House, Avenue of Life, State Street Project and 
the Village Initiative provide community access to the 
internet.  These labs offer opportunities for education 
and training as well as allow individuals to take steps 
towards self-sufficiency.



Special Offering and Other Giving    
Dec. 1, 2015 — Nov. 30, 2016

LOCAL IMPACT MINISTRIES
Christmas Eve 2015 595,026
Backpacks for Hunger 148,764
Easter 2016 100,000
Furnishings 39,672
CARS Ministry 20,494
Holiday Meals 21,492
Regional campuses 13,950
Hunger Drives 27,872 
Disaster Relief & Response 37,015
Beds 21,216
School Supplies & Uniforms 15,099
Other  49,087  
                     TOTAL:   $1,089,687

GLOBAL IMPACT MINISTRIES
Christmas Eve 2015 595,026
Clean Water Initiatives 69,734
Sacred Steps 5K 26,387
JOY tree tags 14,408
Malawi Scholarships 12,027
Honduras Initiatives 4,285
Microfinance initiative 15,089
Honduras Scholarships 38,947
Disaster Relief 5,207
Africa Initiatives 3,787
Jamaica Initiatives 1,881
Global Health Initiatives 4,064
Haiti Relief/Reconstruction 1,640
Other 69

                        TOTAL:   $792,551

Ministry Spending
Ministry spending includes 2016 operating budgets  
as well as designated giving funds that support  
multi-year spending plans. 

Denominational Missions &  
Ministry Commitments 2,202,709
Administrative &  
Communications 23,552
Local Impact Ministries 1,628,326
Global Impact Ministries 1,036,677

TOTAL:   $4,891,264

IMPACT BY THE NUMBERS  

RESURRECTION MISSION MINISTRIES • THE CHURCH OF THE RESURRECTION

Community 
transformation awards 
support refugees

Each year, Resurrection gives away the first 
$100,000 collected in its Easter offering through a 
grant process to causes in the Kansas City area that 
primarily benefit vulnerable children and families, 
many who live in poverty. In 2016, organizations  
who serve refugee families were invited to apply  
for grants.

A grant in the amount of $80,000 was awarded 
to Jewish Vocation Services to expand their Project 
SOAR (Strengthening Opportunities for Adolescent 
Refugees) which benefits refugee youth from 
elementary through high school. Many children 
struggle as they adjust to a resettled life in a new 
place and overcome trauma experienced in the 
camps and countries they left behind. An additional 
$20,000 grant was awarded to Della Lamb for their 
91+ Days Support Program which covers the needs  
of refugee families when 90-day government 
assistance is exhausted.   

LOCAL   
Backpacks for Hunger 254,124
Avenue of Life 214,000
Mission Vehicles 134,870
Strategic Initiatives 127,283
Bless the School 100,346
Easter Grant (Jewish Vocational  
Services & Della Lamb) 100,000
Regional Campuses 86,030
Share Your Heart Event 75,000
Furnishings 61,790
Literacy 48,236
Disaster Response 58,506
RezWest Mission Center 43,125
Hunger Ministry 42,945
Mary L. Kelley Center 35,184
Education & Life Skills 33,202
Collections (Clothing, Computers, Cars)  32,932
Beds  30,782
Housing & Construction 30,010
JOY in Serving 28,009
Justice (Prison, foster/adopt, stop  
human trafficking, life restoration,  
MLK Community Celebration) 27,119
Christmas in October 24,565
FaithWork 18,225
School Uniform & Supplies 4,100
Bookmobile 2,942
Denominational Collaborations 15,000

                           TOTAL:  $1,628,326

GLOBAL 
Malawi 232,640
South Africa/Ditshego 204,869
ZOE 116,250
Haiti 111,054
DRC 103,145
Honduras 92,411
Trip Training/scholarships & supplies 41,510
Family Missions 38,693
Eurasia 26,369
Clean water initiatives/Boreholes 25,156
Disaster Relief 21,722
Microfinance 6,857
Partner Initiatives 6,000
Denominational Collaborations 10,000

                                         TOTAL:   $1,036,677 

Want to get involved?
Visit our website to learn about all the Mission opportunites.

cor.org/serve
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