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CHAPTER 1

WHAT DID I SAY “YES” TO 
WHEN I JOINED?

“Coffee with the Pastors” is an exciting event. There is a 
wide array of opportunities to grow and serve at The Church 
of the Resurrection. Adam Hamilton’s story of his personal 
journey of faith, and of how the church started in the chapel 
of the McGilley Funeral Home, is at points humorous, 
remarkable and deeply inspiring. And standing with a room 
full of people reciting the Apostles’ Creed together to affirm 
that we belong to the church family is joyous and sobering at 
the same time.

The Coffee experience is also a bit of a whirlwind. It’s a lot to 
take in in just under two hours, and then there’s the rush of 
getting photos taken, turning in commitment cards, and signing 
up for information about classes and/or mission activities of 
interest. It is possible for participants to get home, and a day 
or two later find themselves wondering, “What exactly did I just 
say ‘yes’ to?”

That’s what this GPS Guide is here to help you with. We’re 
delighted that you’ve chosen to be a member of the Resurrection 
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family. And we want you to be able to reflect on and understand 
your important commitment.

At The Church of the Resurrection, everything we do is guided 
by three statements:
• Our Purpose is to build a Christian community where 

non-religious and nominally religious people are becoming 
deeply committed Christians.

• Our Vision is to be used by God to change lives, strengthen 
churches, and transform the world.

• Our Journey is to know, love and serve God.

These are so central, so important, that we’ve put them in large 
letters on the wall of our sanctuary narthex.

The five membership expectations you heard about at Coffee 
with the Pastors are not just random “this would be a good 
idea” items. We believe that as each member commits to living 
into all of the five expectations, we take concrete steps toward 
making the church’s purpose, vision and journey a reality. We 
believe building your life around these expectations will equip 
you to play your part in the big picture of God’s mission to 
restore the world to its intended wholeness.
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CHAPTER 2

WHAT IS “THE CHURCH”?

You joined “The United Methodist Church of the Resurrection.” 
It’s possible that some of your friends (and maybe you, too) 
haven’t always been sure a “church” (any church) is worth 
committing to. We want to be clear about some things you did 
not commit to when you joined this church, and what you did 
commit to.

a) Not a building
Often when we use the word “church,” we mean a building. We 
say things like, “That church is beautiful!” or “My church has a 
gym in it” or just “Let’s go to church.” As common as this word 
usage is, it is not the Bible’s meaning for the word “church.” 
Many churches, including Resurrection, have one or more 
buildings where people gather to worship, grow and serve. But 
at best those buildings house the church, by being one of many 
places where Christians gather together.

b) Not an institution or organization
The church is also not an institution. It’s not hard to see why 
many people believe it is. When any number of people gather 
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together for any reason, they need some sort of structure. 
Without it, there is chaos. Who speaks when? Who decides 
what? What are appropriate and inappropriate ways to speak and 
act toward one another? Whether written or unwritten, everywhere 
you go has its own rules of conduct and order – restaurants, 
sporting events, companies, city streets, households. 

Churches organize themselves in different ways, but all the 
organizational systems they develop should serve to help God’s 
people effectively pursue God’s mission—to restore the world 
to its intended wholeness—together. Sadly, even though the 
organizational guidelines and rules developed by churches 
are meant to protect and sustain the community’s mission, 
sometimes they become turn-offs at best and harmful at worst. 
Church communities all need some organization, structure 
and order to help them pursue God’s mission. But no healthy 
church lets the “rules” and structure become more important 
than the mission. The church is not primarily an organization 
or institution.

c) Not a business
The church is not a business. The main goal of a business is 
to make money. Business decisions are generally based on 
profitability, either short or long term. Consumers drive what 
a business does. 

The organization and structure developed by many church 
communities can sometimes look a lot like a business. There 
may be CFO’s, managers, budgets, and marketing and advertising 
strategies. But healthy churches differ from businesses in many 
ways. The Spirit of God, not consumers, defines the mission 
and overarching direction of a church. That’s why the main 
goal of The Church of the Resurrection is to build a Christian 
community where non-religious and nominally religious people 
are becoming deeply committed Christians, to be used by God 
to change lives, strengthen churches and transform the world, 
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and to know, love and serve God. In order to carry out this 
mission in our world, our church does collect and use money. 
But money is only a tool for use toward God’s mission, never 
an end in itself. If you see groups who use the term “church,” 
but seem to worship money, their organization, or their building 
instead of God, these may not be healthy churches at all.

d) What you did commit to – the ekklesia
Jesus and the apostles used the Greek word ekklesia for the 
church in the New Testament. This word literally meant “an 
assembly of those called out.” God calls people out of their 
former ways of living, out of the comfort of their homes, out 
of their despair or disbelief, out of their sadness, out of their 
slavery to destructive habits or relationships, out of their 
confusion, out of their complacency, greed, or selfishness, 
and into a gathering of other called-out people. This gathering 
of people was called the ekklesia. The church is God’s people 
connected to one another (24/7, not just one hour or one 
day a week) to fulfill God’s mission in the world. The apostle 
Paul compared all those who make up the church to the 
body of Christ (see 1 Corinthians 12:12-31 and Romans 12). 
Although these people are spread throughout the world, they 
are united like the parts of one body. The head who shapes 
and defines this body is Jesus, through the presence of the 
Holy Spirit (see Ephesians 1:22, Colossians 1:18). Together, the 
church is Jesus’s voice, hands, and feet accomplishing God’s 
mission in this world.

« REFLECTION QUESTIONS »

• In what ways does understanding “church” as God’s gathered 
people, rather than as just a building or an organizational 
entity, underline the importance of your decision to join? If 
one of your friends asked you, “Why on earth would you want 
to join a church?” what would you tell them?
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• Are there people you see functioning as parts of the “body 
of Christ” in ways that make you think, “I don’t think I could 
ever do that”? What are some of the other ways you see 
members of “the body” functioning that lead you to think, 
“I think maybe I could do that”? Why is it important to 
remember that all of the parts of the body are ultimately 
directed by “the head”—that is, Jesus through the Holy Spirit?
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CHAPTER 3

ONE OF THE 5 MEMBERSHIP  
EXPECTATIONS IS WORSHIP 

Why is worship a membership expectation? Worship is our 
proper response to our Creator God, the giver and source of 
our very existence. Psalm 95:6 put it succinctly: “Come, let’s 
worship and bow down! Let’s kneel before the Lord, our maker!” 
At its heart, worship is giving thanks for God’s gift of life, love 
and the blessings that surround us.
 
So worship is not just something we do once a week. It is a 
stance, a way of properly orienting ourselves in life. It is the key 
to being fully and authentically human, by recognizing our life 
as a gift from our Creator. As God’s people, we meet weekly to 
worship together as a means of encouraging one another and 
“sparking love and good deeds” (cf. Hebrews 10:24-25).

We expect members of The Church of the Resurrection to 
attend one of our worship services (at any of our locations) 
every week that you are not sick or out of town. If you are sick 
or out of town you can always join us at www.rezonline.org.
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WE BELIEVE DOING THIS HELPS YOU GROW SPIRITUALLY BECAUSE:
a) Worshiping regularly is a key way to keep yourself spiritually 
on track. No matter how good your intentions and how sincere 
your commitment to God, that commitment “leaks” in the 
pressures of everyday life. If you never refuel your car, before 
long you find yourself stranded on the shoulder of the road. 
Many people have found that the same thing can happen to 
your spiritual life.

b) Worshiping regularly puts you in contact with other Christians, 
making it easier for you to form friendships and draw strength 
and encouragement from the knowledge that you are not 
making this spiritual journey alone.
Worshiping helps you with the “to know God” part of our Journey. 
Most sermons offer opportunities to learn more about the God 
we serve. But it’s also often the case that we gain an additional 
insight into God through the words of a song we sing, through 
a phrase in a prayer, or even a video that tells the story of one 
of the church’s ministries. That’s important. Since God is infinite, 
we’ll never know everything there is to know about God. But 
we keep wanting to know God better.

And worshiping regularly also helps you with the “to love God” 
aspect of the Journey. Love includes adoration, delight, fondness, 
warmth, and attachment, all things that can be part of the 
experience of worshiping God. But the Bible also connects 
love with loyalty, commitment, dedication, and obedience. 
Some examples are, “So love the Lord your God and follow his 
instruction, his regulations, his case laws, and his commandments 
always” (Deut. 11:1). Jesus himself said, “Whoever loves me will 
keep my word….Whoever doesn’t love me doesn’t keep my 
words” (John 14:23-24). We also read, “the love of God is truly 
perfected in whoever keeps his word” (I John 2:5). When we 
worship, we are taught and challenged, as well as invited into 
praise and attachment. In short, we are invited to truly love God.
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« REFLECTION QUESTIONS »

• How easy or hard has it been for you to establish worshiping 
regularly as a habit, as a fixed commitment in your life? If it has 
been hard, what are some of the main obstacles that you face? 
In other areas of life (e.g. physical fitness), many of us say some 
version of “I’m too busy.” And specialists in that area always 
remind us, “We always find time to do the things that are really 
important to us.” (One Christian wrote that when he said, “God, 
I just don’t have time to worship regularly,” he sensed God saying 
in his mind, “You haven’t missed a meal in years”!) What helps 
you to find spiritual nourishment when you are in worship?

• Which parts of a worship service do you find most engaging 
and energizing? Are there parts that leave you puzzled or 
frustrated? Watch for the companion book to this one called 
The GPS Guide to Worship, which reviews the reasons for 
each of the major parts of a worship service at Resurrection.
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CHAPTER 4

ONE OF THE 5 MEMBERSHIP
EXPECTATIONS IS GROW

As important as meeting for worship is, it is not a complete recipe 
for spiritual health. The apostle Peter compared our spiritual growth 
to the physical growth of an infant, writing, “Like a newborn baby, 
desire the pure milk of the word. Nourished by it, you will grow into 
salvation” (1 Peter 2:2). Obviously, no parent would try to support 
healthy physical growth by feeding their child once a week! 

That’s why our second expectation is that you will find a way to 
grow spiritually beyond worship attendance. We believe it is vital 
that each member be following Peter’s encouragement to “grow 
in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and savior Jesus Christ” 
(2 Peter 3:18).

We do not try to dictate what will best help you grow spiritually. 
We believe you, with the Holy Spirit’s guidance, are best equipped 
to make those choices. What might be essential for someone 
else might be “old hat” to you.

We do offer a wide range of options to help you grow. You can 
choose to read the Bible on your own, and the church provides 
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the Grow Pray Study (GPS) guide if you’d like concise help in 
understanding the Bible’s key messages. It’s available on your 
e-mail or in an app (www.cor.org/gps). You may also choose to 
take a class, have meaningful discussions about the Christian 
faith or join with others in service projects—there are many 
ways to grow. Information about specific growth opportunities 
is in your worship bulletin, and on the church’s web site for 
your campus. You do not seek to grow spiritually to impress any 
of the human leaders of the church. Your spiritual growth is a 
part of the commitment you’ve made to God. But we’re here to 
help. And, as a member of the church, we expect you to make 
it a priority.  

At the Leawood campus, we recommend these First Five steps 
to help you grow:
• The 3-week Embark class
• The 10-week Alpha course 
• Three 6-week Journey 101 studies 
• The 10-week Meet Your Bible class 
• The 24-week Disciple 1 Bible study 

Find more information about the classes listed above at  
www.cor.org/leawood/nextsteps.

« REFLECTION QUESTIONS »

• What conversations, readings or studies helped to shape your 
decision to join the church? How can those experiences help 
you to discern steps that may help you move forward in your 
spiritual growth now that you have joined the church?

• Although spiritual growth is personal (between you and 
God), it is an area in which other Christians can offer 
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meaningful help. Who are some of the people, in your family, 
at the church or in other settings whose faith you admire 
and feel drawn to? Consider asking those people what steps 
have helped them grow into the kind of person they are. 
They may suggest options you would never have thought of 
on your own, and deepen your growth by so doing.
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CHAPTER 5

ONE OF THE 5 MEMBERSHIP 
EXPECTATIONS IS SERVE

When God first called Abraham, it was with this challenging 
promise: “All the families of the earth will be blessed because of 
you” (Genesis 12:3). When Jesus told a parable about how God 
measures human lives, he described people giving food to the 
hungry, water to the thirsty, clothing to those who don’t have 
any, welcome to strangers, care to the sick and compassion and 
company to prisoners. Asked how he knew those things had 
happened, the king in the parable replied, “I assure you that 
when you have done it for one of the least of these brothers and 
sisters of mine, you have done it for me” (Matthew 25:40). In 
God’s kingdom, serving others is one key to being fully human. 
That is why serving is one of our membership expectations. 

Many members tell us the extensive menu of service opportunities 
at The Church of the Resurrection was what attracted them to the 
church in the first place. From its earliest days, this congregation 
focused on the importance of keeping a focus “outside the 
walls,” whether it is through our Backpacks for Hunger Ministry, 
Prison Ministry, Furnishings Ministry, Beds Ministry, Faithwork 
Events, volunteering with our Silver Link Ministry, Education 
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or Bless the School Ministries, participation in one of our local 
or international Serve Trips, or one of the many more ministry 
opportunities at Church of the Resurrection.  Our active range 
of service and mission activities, both in our local communities 
and internationally, is not an accidental by-product, but a highly 
intentional part of our service to God and to people.

We expect every member of the church to serve, using your 
gifts and talents, in at least one “outside the walls” service 
project every year, and in one area of service within the 
church. (Over time, we expect that there will be more than 
that—but one a year is the minimum expectation.) On the other 
hand, we don’t expect anyone to do everything we undertake. 
There are so many worthwhile service activities that trying to 
do them all would be bad for your health, physical and spiritual. 
But we expect that you will choose to actively join in God’s 
mission of restoring the world to its intended wholeness. If 
you’d like help identifying ways God may have equipped you 
to serve most effectively, check out Resurrection’s spiritual gifts 
training (www.cor.org/spiritualgifts).

« REFLECTION QUESTIONS »

• What service activities have you already been involved in, 
through school, work or perhaps through the church before 
you decided to join? Which of them did you find the most 
satisfying and rewarding to be a part of? You may want to 
intentionally choose similar activities as you start living out 
your membership expectation to serve.

• Are there areas of service that you have not actively been 
involved with, but that tug at your heart and mind? Either 
now or in the future, consider finding a way to give some of 
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those a try. If you feel that inner tug, you may find that one 
or more of those areas will be as satisfying as the ones you’ve 
already been involved in (or maybe even more satisfying). And 
at a minimum, even if they don’t turn out to be quite what 
you expected, you will have broadened your experience, and 
blessed other people in the process.
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CHAPTER 6

ONE OF THE 5 MEMBERSHIP 
EXPECTATIONS IS GIVE

We expect Resurrection members to give regularly “in proportion 
to your income.” Why? Because Jesus taught, “No one can 
serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the 
other, or you will be loyal to the one and have contempt for 
the other. You cannot serve God and wealth” (Matthew 6:24). 
Because the apostle Paul advised the young pastor Timothy, 
“Tell people who are rich at this time not to become egotistical 
and not to place their hope on their finances, which are 
uncertain. Instead, they need to hope in God, who richly 
provides everything for our enjoyment. Tell them to do good, 
to be rich in the good things they do, to be generous, and to 
share with others. When they do these things, they will save 
a treasure for themselves that is a good foundation for the 
future. That way they can take hold of what is truly life” (1 Timothy 
6:17-19). 

Often our culture encourages us to obsess about wealth, to 
measure our worth by the size of our bank accounts and 401K 
balances. It is not wrong to have money, but it is spiritually 
destructive to make money your highest priority. And one of 
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the surest ways to keep your money in proper perspective is 
to give some of it away. 

Giving in proportion to your income requires planning, 
commitment, and intention—you can’t do it by looking to see 
if you have surplus bills in your wallet as the offering is being 
taken. We expect members to choose a percentage of their 
income to give regularly (with “tithing”—10%—as the biblical 
ideal). Giving a proportion of your income creates equality of 
sacrifice—if your income is half as much as someone else’s, 
then the amount you give would also be half as much as theirs.

Let’s be honest—some people view this expectation through 
pretty cynical glasses. You’ve probably heard (maybe you’ve 
even said) some version of “churches just want your money.” 
So let’s be clear: we do not expect you to give because The 
Church of the Resurrection needs your money. We expect you 
to give in proportion to your income because we believe giving 
is a key part of a healthy spiritual life.

We expect you to give—for your sake. The person who is 
only able to give $5 a month (or $0 a month) is just as 
welcome here as the person who can give $5,000 a month 
(cf. Mark 12:41-44). We are committed to using whatever 
you give responsibly and transparently. We see wonderful 
things accomplished through what our members give. But 
the greatest payoff is the freedom from worry and the joy of 
generosity that so many of our members experience.

« REFLECTION QUESTIONS »

• Can you clearly identify your #1 life priority? Many of us are 
tempted to believe we can have multiple top priorities for 
different aspects of our life. But Jesus said it’s impossible to 
have more than one true #1. Imagine (we hope you have to 
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imagine this) that you were ordered act dishonestly at work, 
in a way that would harm many of your clients or customers, 
with a big raise promised if you do it. What would take 
priority—your commitment to God and the principles of 
God’s kingdom, or your desire for the comforts that big 
raise might provide?

• Do you plan and budget any part of your financial life—how 
much you’ll spend a month on groceries, on a car or house 
payment, on movie tickets or new clothes or shoes? If not, 
one side benefit of giving as a percentage of your income is 
that it will give you practice with the helpful financial practice 
of planning and budgeting, which can benefit you in many 
parts of your financial life. It’s not the primary reason for this 
membership expectation—but it’s another benefit you may 
find from living into it. (If you need help with budgeting and 
other financial skills, watch for information about the Financial 
Peace University class offered at Resurrection.)
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CHAPTER 7

ONE OF THE 5 MEMBERSHIP 
EXPECTATIONS IS SHARE 

YOUR FAITH

The gospel of Matthew ended with Jesus giving this commission 
to his followers: “Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to obey everything that I’ve commanded 
you. Look, I myself will be with you every day until the end of 
this present age” (Matthew 28:19-20). We call that “the Great 
Commission.” And it is the reason we expect all our members 
to be attentive to every opportunity that arises for you to share 
your faith with someone else. 

As you participate in the life of the community through worship, 
serving, growing, and giving, we trust that it will deepen and 
enlarge your life experience. We believe you will experience 
many gifts like joy, peace, friendship, and love here at Church 
of the Resurrection, as so many of us have. When you do, we 
don’t want you to keep these good gifts to yourself! As the 
apostle Peter wrote, “Always be prepared to give an answer to 
everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you 
have. But do this with gentleness and respect.” (1 Peter 3:15).
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One of the ways to join in God’s mission is to share the  
encouragement, strength, and hope that you’ve received from 
God and other people at Resurrection with your friends, 
family, neighbors, and co-workers. We expect members to 
share the good news of Jesus with others. God doesn’t want 
anyone to miss out. God’s offer of peace, love, joy, fulfillment, 
and hope is for everyone! When you know others who could 
encounter God and find these gifts at Resurrection, please 
share your story with them. When you put into words what 
God has done for you, it is another opportunity for your 
love for God to grow, and a simple way for you to serve God 
and others.

« REFLECTION QUESTIONS »

• Often, Christ-followers tend to think that it is “someone 
else’s” job to share the good news of Jesus. But since each 
of us is a unique individual, it follows that each of us has a 
unique set of contacts and relationships, including bonds of 
trust that no one else may be able to match. As one modern 
Christian song says, “You may be the only Jesus some will 
ever see.” Who do you know who does not seem to have a 
meaningful faith connection? Begin praying for that person 
or persons, and ask God to show you opportunities to share 
your faith story with them.

• When was the last time you told someone else about a 
new restaurant you enjoyed, or a movie you really liked? 
Approach your faith sharing in the same way. You don’t 
need to argue, or have all the “answers”—in fact, it’s usually 
better not to do that. Just share what your experience 
with Jesus and the church has been, and the ways it has 
made your life better.
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