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Worship – April 2021              
Hymns: The Stories of our 
Faith   

Opening Prayer 
Almighty God, through your 
only Son you overcame 
death and opened to us the 
gate of everlasting life. Grant 
that we who celebrate our 
Lord’s resurrection, by the 
renewing of your Spirit, arise 
from the death of sin to the life of righteousness;  
through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.   
           
Easter Greeting     
Let us join in an Easter Greeting that has been shouted with joy since 
Christ rose on that first Easter morning:  

Leader: Christ is risen! 
All: He is risen indeed! 
Leader: Christ is risen! 
All: He is risen indeed! 
Leader: Christ is risen! 
All: He is risen indeed! Alleluia!  

 

Hymn of Praise – Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee (UMH 89) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mtvxwsiRge4  

1. Joyful, joyful, we adore thee, God of glory, Lord of love; hearts 
unfold like flowers before thee, opening to the sun above. Melt the 
clouds of sin and sadness; drive the dark of doubt away. Giver of 
immortal gladness fill us with the light of day! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mtvxwsiRge4
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Prayers of Thanksgiving 
What are you thankful for today? (Congregants offer expressions of 
gratitude. After each expression, the congregation responds with 
“Thank you God!”). In response to these prayers of Thanksgiving, let 
us sing the Doxology: 
 
Doxology – Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nCbsMSmkQNA    

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures 
here below; praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
Gospel Message of Jesus appearing to Mary- John 20: 1; 11-18 (CEB) 
“Early in the morning of the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary 
Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been taken away 
from the tomb . . . Mary stood outside near the tomb, crying. As she cried, 
she bent down to look into the tomb. She saw two angels dressed in white, 
seated where the body of Jesus had been, one at the head and one at the 
foot. The angels asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?” She replied, “They 
have taken away my Lord, and I don’t know where they’ve put him.” As soon 
as she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she 
did not know it was Jesus. 

Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who are you looking for?” 
Thinking he was the gardener, she replied, “Sir, if you have carried him away, 
tell me where you have put him, and I will get him.” Jesus said to her, 
“Mary.” She turned and said to him in Aramaic, “Rabbouni” (which means 
Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Don’t hold on to me, for I haven’t yet gone up to 
my Father. Go to my brothers and sisters and tell them, ‘I’m going up to my 
Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” Mary Magdalene left and 
announced to the disciples, “I’ve seen the Lord.” Then she told them what he 
said to her. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nCbsMSmkQNA
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Hymn – In the Garden (UMH 314) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AxSBkcXKgKU  

1. I come to the garden alone while the dew is still on the roses, and 
the voice I hear falling on my ear, the Son of God discloses.  

Refrain: And he walks with me, and he talks with me, and he 
tells me I am his own; and the joy we share as we tarry there, 
none other has ever known.  

 
Scripture- 1 Corinthians 15:55 (NRSV) 
“Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?” 
 
Devotional1 

Our hymn of focus this month is “Christ the Lord is Risen 
Today,” written by Charles Wesley. Wesley was born in 1707 and 
was the youngest son and eighteenth child of Samuel and Susanna 
Wesley. From early in his life, Wesley studied languages, learning 
Greek, Latin, and French from his mom. Wesley continued his 
scholarly work in languages first at Westminster school and then at 
Oxford University. In 1729 he completed his degree at Oxford and 
was hired by the university as a tutor. 1729 was also the year that 
Wesley underwent a Spiritual awakening which led him to begin a 
holy club on campus.   

Wesley went through a long and tough spiritual journey but 
was able to find peace with God in 1738. Soon after this he became 
an articulate preacher for the Methodist cause and translated the 
Gospel Message into hymns. These hymns were an important means 
of evangelism. In total, Wesley wrote roughly 6500 hymns, many of 
which are still sung today.  

 
1 Research for devotional came from these two sites: 1) Dr. Hawn. “History of Hymns: Christ the Lord is Risen Today,” UMC 
Discipleship.org, June 26, 2013. https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-christ-the-lord-is-risen-today. Accessed 
March 2021.     2) Julian, john. “Charles Wesley,” Hymnary.org, https://hymnary.org/person/Wesley_Charles.  Accessed March 2021. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AxSBkcXKgKU
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-christ-the-lord-is-risen-today
https://hymnary.org/person/Wesley_Charles
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One of his most beloved and famous hymns is the classic Easter 
hymn “Christ the Lord is Risen Today.” Let us take time now to dive 
deeper into the lyrics and meaning of this hymn for our lives today.  

First off, this hymn provides comfort as it speaks of eternal life: 
1) Wesley quotes the Apostle Paul in verse three, “Where, O death, 
is now thy sting?” (1 Cor 15: 55). This reminds us that through the 
Resurrection Christ overcame death, and death has no power.          
2) In verse 4, Wesley reminds us that as we follow Christ, we too 
have the promise of eternal life.  

Next, this hymn calls for us to live as Easter people. An amazing 
feature of this hymn is the use of present tense throughout. We see 
this in the title of the hymn “Christ the Lord is Risen Today.” Wesley 
very well could have said “has risen,” but instead chose “is risen.” 
Wesley is reminding us that the hope of the Resurrection is not just 
a promise for when we die from our earthly bodies. The 
Resurrection of Christ is a call for us to live differently today: living as 
persons of hope, spreading the news and joy of Christ to those 
around us, and doing our best to live as disciples of Christ.   

Lastly, this hymn is a source of comfort for those who are 
nearing death, and those who are mourning the passing of loved 
ones. Thomas Lacy, a long time United Methodist, found comfort 
from this hymn as he learned he was close to transitioning to 
Heaven. Lacy repeated the first stanza of “Christ the Lord is Risen 
Today” to his sister on his last earthly Easter morning.  
His voice was shaky as he spoke but confident as he said, “I have a 
pleasant prospect before me.”2 Lacy had comfort in what was to 
come, thanks in part to Wesley’s ability to eloquently put in song the 
Gospel truth of eternal life.  

 
2 “Christ the Lord is Risen Today,” Christian Music and Hymns.com, March 25, 2015. 
https://www.christianmusicandhymns.com/2015/03/christ-lord-is-risen-today-composer.html. Accessed March 2021. 

https://www.christianmusicandhymns.com/2015/03/christ-lord-is-risen-today-composer.html
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I personally find comfort from this hymn as it begins worship 
each Easter morning for it makes me feel close to my dad. You see, 
my dad passed away when I was 20 years old. The last Easter we 
spent together I could not get this beautiful hymn out of my head. 
The whole weekend I went around the house singing “Christ the 
Lord is risen to-day, Al-le-lu-ia!” I did not know very many of the 
lyrics so the first line of the first verse got old fast. What went from 
being a joy-filled celebratory song one year, quickly turned into so 
much more the next year. The next Easter as I sang this hymn 
without dad in the pew next to me for the first time, I quickly caught 
onto the words in the first verse “Earth and Heaven in chorus say.” I 
realized in that moment that dad was with me. Dad was singing with 
me; he was simply singing from a different place -- from Heaven. 
This song brings tears to my eyes each time I sing it, but they are 
tears of joy. For what a beautiful reminder to us all that we are 
united with our loved ones in heaven as we join in singing praise to 
our risen Savior. Let us sing together now: 
 

Christ the Lord is Risen Today (UMH 302 vs 1 and 4) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=15dmjnB8FZU  

1. Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia! Earth and heaven in chorus 
say, Alleluia! Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia! Sing, ye 
heavens, and earth reply, Alleluia! 
2. Love’s redeeming work is done, Alleluia! Fought the fight, the battle 
won, Alleluia! Death in vain forbids him rise, Alleluia! Christ has opened 
paradise, Alleluia! 
3. Lives again our glorious King, Alleluia! Where, O death is now thy 
sting? Alleluia! Once he died our souls to save, Alleluia! Where’s thy 
victory, boasting grave? Alleluia! 
4. Soar we now where Christ has led, Alleluia! Following our exalted 
Head, Alleluia! Made like him, like him we rise, Alleluia! Ours the cross, 
the grave, the skies, Alleluia! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=15dmjnB8FZU
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Favorite Hymns 

Hymn – Old Rugged Cross (UMH 504 vs 1) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-JS9P8d2iOc  

1. On a hill far away stood an old rugged cross, the emblem of 
suffering and shame; and I love that old cross where the dearest and 
best for a world of lost sinners was slain.  

Refrain: So I’ll cherish the old rugged cross, till my trophies at 
last I lay down; I will cling to the old rugged cross, and exchange 
it some day for a crown.  

 
Hymn – Amazing Grace (UMH 378 vs 1, 2 and 6) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ogxLNlgKM8c  

1. Amazing grace! How sweet the sound that saved a wretch like 
me! I once was lost, but now am found; was blind, but now I 
see.  

2. ‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear and grace my fears 
relieved; how precious did that grace appear the hour I first 
believed. 

6. When we’ve been there ten thousand years, bright shining as     
the sun, we’ve no less days to sing God’s praise than when we’d 
first begun.  

 
Hymn – When I Survey the Wondrous Cross (UMH 298 vs 1 and 2) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S7ry0-ZDoik  

1. When I survey the wondrous cross on which the Prince of Glory 
died, my richest gain I count but loss, and pour contempt on all my 
pride. 
2. Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, save in the death of Christ, my 
God; all the vain things that charm me most, I sacrifice them to his 
blood.  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-JS9P8d2iOc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ogxLNlgKM8c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S7ry0-ZDoik
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Communion Liturgy 
We have come to the time in our service to remember Holy 
Communion. From Matthew 26, I would remind you that at the Last 
Supper “While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after 
blessing it he broke it, gave it to the disciples, and said, ‘Take, eat; 
this is my body.’  Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave 
it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; for this is my blood of 
the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of 
sins.  I tell you, I will never again drink of this fruit of the vine until 
that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.”  

 
 
Communion Prayer 
We are not able to physically take Communion today so please hear 
this prayer as a reminder of this important sacrament: 
My Jesus, we believe that you are in the Blessed Sacrament. We love 
you above all things and long for you in our soul. Since we cannot 
now receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into our 
hearts. We adore Thee in the Sacrament of Thy love. Amen. 
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven; give us this day 
our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver 
us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 
forever.  Amen. 
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Closing Hymn - Lift High the Cross (UMH 159 vs 1) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q4-Horq1zGM  

Refrain: Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim till all the 
world adore his sacred name. 
1. Come, Christians, follow this triumphant sign. The hosts of God in 
unity combine (repeat refrain) 
 
Closing Blessing 
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
companionship of the Holy Spirit is with us! Amen. 
Go in peace to love and serve the Risen Lord.  
 
Benediction – The Hallelujah Chorus from Messiah 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BBZ7AfZR9xs  

 

History of the use of the Hallelujah Chorus at Eastertime 
“(In 1749) London’s Foundling Hospital held a fundraising concert, 
where Handel performed a mix of new music as well as older pieces 
including the “Hallelujah” chorus. Performances of Messiah became 
an Eastertime tradition at the Foundling Hospital until the 1770s. 
Earnings from many early performances of the oratorio were used 
to help the poor, needy, orphaned, widowed, and sick. In 1910 the 
Tabernacle Choir made its first recordings, which included the 
“Hallelujah” chorus; this was most likely the first recording of 
Messiah music outside of England.”3 
 

 

 

 
3“The History of Hallelujah Chorus from Handel’s Messiah,” The Tabernacle Choir Blog, February 22, 2016. 
https://www.thetabernaclechoir.org/articles/history-of-handels-hallelujah-chorus.html. Accessed in March 2021. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q4-Horq1zGM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BBZ7AfZR9xs
https://www.thetabernaclechoir.org/articles/history-of-handels-hallelujah-chorus.html
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