
CHRISMON PATTERNS 
 
Chrismons are special ornaments hung on Christmas trees and used in decorations that remind us of the 
true meaning of the Christmas season and point us to the Christ child. Chrismon means “monogram of 
Christ” and represents Jesus Christ - his life, ministry, nature and teaching. 
 
 
Directions for making Chrismons: 
Patterns can be reduced or enlarged, depending on the size you want to create. Generally, the 
ornaments are made from white felt, cardboard or foam, which can be purchased at stores that carry 
craft supplies. Two layers of felt could be sewn together and filled with quilt batting. The shapes can be 
decorated with gold trim, beads or sequins.  
 
 
Chrismon Symbolism: 
Alpha and Omega: The first and the last letters of the Greek alphabet are used in this Chrismon to signify 
that Christ is the beginning and ending of all things. This is mentioned in the Bible in Revelation 1:8. 

Anchor cross: The anchor cross originated in ancient Egypt and was adapted by the early Christians in 
the catacombs. 

Bell: A bell is often used to call people to worship. This Chrismon symbolizes the sounding forth of God's 
word and serves as a reminder that God should have first priority in our lives. 

Budded cross: The Budded Cross is symbolic of the young Christian who has just begun serving Christ. 
Like a bud, young believers are considered "immature Christians." 

Butterfly: The butterfly is a symbol of Christ's resurrection and eternal life. Just as the butterfly emerges 
from its cocoon and flies upward with a new body, the followers of Jesus Christ are reborn and given a 
new life. 

Cup: The cup is a symbol of the blood Jesus shed on the cross for our sins. The cup also reminds us of 
the sacrament of Holy Communion. 

Chi Rho: The Chi Rho Chrismon is a monogram of the first two letters of the Greek word from Christ - Chi 
(X) and Rho (P). 

Circle and triangle: This Chrismon combines a circle and a triangle to form an unique symbol of the 
eternity of the Trinity. 

Cross and crown: The cross and crown symbolizes a Christian's reward in heaven for being a faithful 
servant while living on earth. See Revelation 2:10. 

Cross pattee: This form of the cross resembles a Maltese cross and is often used for decorative 
purposes. 



Epiphany star: This star represents the star of Jacob and the star that led the wise men to Jerusalem. See 
Numbers 24:17. 

Fish: The fish is a popular symbol of Christianity today. It was a secret symbol used by the early 
persecuted Christians to signify their belief in Jesus. 

Fleur de lis: This flower-like symbol represents the virgin Mary. 

Harp: The stringed harp is symbolic of music that praises God. 

Lamb: In the New Testament, Jesus is often referred to as "the sacrificial lamb." 

Lamp: The lamp stands for the word of God. See Psalm 119:105. 

OTHER CHRISMONS NOT INCLUDED IN THIS PATTERN SET 

Bible: This Chrismon is a replica of an open Bible, which represents the word of God. 

Burning torch: This symbol reminds Christians to be witnesses for Christ. 

Christmas rose: The Christmas rose is a white, hardy rose that blooms at Christmastime. It is symbolic of 
the messianic prophecy and the nativity. 

Daisy: Toward the end of the 15th century, the daisy became a popular symbol for the innocence of the 
Holy Child. 

Dove: The dove is a widely recognized symbol of purity and innocence. The dove also stands for the Holy 
Spirit, and is a reminder of the presence of God during the baptism of Jesus and hovering over the 
waters at creation. 

Manger: The manger reminds us to be humble, and represents the simplicity of the birth and life of 
Jesus. 

Shamrock: The three leaves of the shamrock, or clover, stands for the Trinity - Father, Son and Holy 
Ghost. 

Shell with drops of water: This Chrismon is symbolic of Jesus' baptism in the Jordan river by John the 
Baptist. 

Trumpet: The trumpet signifies a call to worship, the day of resurrection and the day of judgment. 

 
 




































