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Worship –  
November 2020            
Hymns: The Stories      
of our Faith 

   

Gathering Prayer  
Thanks be to thee, my 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
for all the benefits 
which you have given 
us, for all the pains and 
insults which you have 
borne for us. O most merciful redeemer, friend, and brother, 
may I know thee more clearly, love thee more dearly, 
and follow thee more nearly, day by day. 
Amen.  (Prayer of Saint Richard of Chichester) 
 

Hymn of Praise – All Creatures of our God and King (UMH 62 vs 1 and 2) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WAmio9NC97c&t=61s  

1. All creatures of our God and King, lift up your voice and with us 

sing, O praise ye! Alleluia! O brother sun with golden beam, O 

sister moon with silver gleam!  

Refrain: O praise ye! O praise ye! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

2. O brother wind, air, clouds, and rain, by which all creatures ye 

sustain, O praise ye! Alleluia! Thou rising morn, in praise 

rejoice, ye lights of evening, find a voice!  

Refrain: O praise ye! O praise ye! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WAmio9NC97c&t=61s
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Prayers of Thanksgiving 

Leader: What are you thankful for today? (Congregants offer 

expressions of gratitude. After each expression, the congregation 

responds with “Thank you God!”). In response to these prayers of 

Thanksgiving, let us sing the Doxology: 

 

Doxology - Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2kmskQGUIlc  
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures 

here below; praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, 

and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

Affirmation of Faith - Psalm 139: 13-14, NRSV 

As we affirm our faith today, let us join together to praise God for 

the gift of life and for all of God’s amazing works as was written by 

David in Psalm 139: 

“For it was you who formed my inward parts; you knit me together 

in my mother’s womb. I praise you, for I am fearfully and 

wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works; that I know very 

well.”  
 

Hymn – We Gather Together (UMH 131 vs 1) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yQBxzZr_u1Q  

1. We gather together to ask the Lord’s blessing; he chastens and 
hastens his will to make known. The wicked oppressing now 
cease from distressing. Sing praises to his name; he forgets not 
his own. 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2kmskQGUIlc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yQBxzZr_u1Q
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Scripture- Philippians 4:6-7 (NRSV) 
“Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to 
God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” 
 
Devotional 

Our hymn of focus this month is, Now Thank We All our God, as this 
is a traditional hymn sung on a Sunday leading up to Thanksgiving. 
 

Now Thank We All our God was written by Martin Rinkart. Rinkart 
was born on April 23, 1586 in Eilenburg, Germany. He was an 
accomplished musician who was able to put himself through school 
at the University of Leipzig, where he studied theology. After 
graduating, Rinkart became a Lutheran Pastor and returned to his 
hometown of Eilenburg, where he quickly became the Archdeacon. 
 

One year after Rinkart became Archdeacon, the Thirty Years War 
exploded across Europe. Eilenburg was a walled city and quickly 
became a place of refuge for nearly 8,000 displaced Germans who 
were seeking to flee the devastating conflict. The sudden 
overcrowding of Eilenburg caused widespread food shortages and 
eventually led to an outbreak of the plague. In 1637, Rinkart found 
himself as the only pastor in Eilenburg and conducted as many as 
40-50 funeral services per day. In May of that year his own wife 
passed away. 
 

Despite his grief, the horrendous conditions surrounding him, and 
the overwhelming risk to his own health, Rinkart never stopped 
ministering to the town of Eilenburg.  
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He gave nearly everything he had to those in need and mortgaged 
his own future income to provide for his family and the people living 
in Eilenburg. 
 

Towards the end of the war, the Swedish Army surrounded 
Eilenburg and demanded an enormous ransom. Rinkart pleaded for 
a lower ransom amount. The Swedish Army wouldn’t budge and 
Rinkart returned to the city, fell to his knees and said: “Come, my 
children, we can find no hearing, no mercy with men, let us take 
refuge with God.”1 Rinkart prayed so fervently that the Swedish 
general lowered his ransom price to less than 5% of the original sum. 
 

Near the end of the war, as peace was on the horizon, Rinkart 
wanted to give his children a song of thanks to sing to God at the 
dinner table. It was at this point that Rinkart sat down and wrote 
Now Thank We All our God.  
 

While living with death all around him, having mere scraps of food 
on the table, Rinkart and his children sang this hymn of thanks to 
God. How was it possible that Rinkart could be in this place of 
praise? 
 

Rinkart was able to give God this praise because God was truly a 
refuge for Rinkart. In thinking of God as a refuge: 1) God was a 
sanctuary for Rinkart, a source of comfort and peace amidst 
horrendous destruction  2) God was a place of safety, nothing could 
shake the relationship or Eternal promise Rinkart had with God       
3) God was a consistent presence, never leaving Rinkart’s side.  
 

 
1 https://aleteia.org/blogs/deacon-greg-kandra/refugees-death-and-gratitude-the-story-behind-now-thank-we-all-our-god/ 
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God became this refuge for Rinkart because he continually prayed 
and turned to God. Rinkart lived by Paul’s words to the Philippians: 
“Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to 
God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:6-7, 
NRSV) 
 

Peace was hard to find in the world in which Rinkart lived, but he 
was able to find it inwardly because of his constant connection to 
God; connecting daily with God through prayer and praise and 
through trusting in all of God’s promises. We are not promised an 
easy road here on earth, but we can find refuge and peace as we 
turn to God. As you face hard times, may you call out to God just as 
Rinkart did.  
 

Question: Do you have a particular prayer you say at the dinner 
table? Or a special tradition of giving God thanks on the 
Thanksgiving Holiday? 
 

Prayer: Thank You Lord for never leaving our side. We are grateful 
for the rest and peace in which only You can provide. May these 
words of praise through song be pleasing to you O Lord: 
Hymn – Now Thank we all Our God (UMH 102 vs 1) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K7gMDXylzW8  

1. Now thank we all our God, with heart and hands and voices, 
who wondrous things has done, in whom this world rejoices; 
who from our mothers’ arms has blessed us on our way with 
countless gifts of love, and still is ours today.  

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K7gMDXylzW8
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Favorite Hymns 
Hymn – Amazing Grace (UMH 378 vs 1 and 6) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ogxLNlgKM8c  

1. Amazing grace! How sweet the sound that saved a wretch like 
me! I once was lost, but now am found; was blind, but now I 
see.  

6. When we’ve been there ten thousand years, bright shining as 
the sun, we’ve no less days to sing God’s praise than when we’d 
first begun.  

 

Hymn – To God Be the Glory (UMH 98 vs 1) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5WmQmL77WkE  

1. To God be the glory, great things he hath done! So, loved he 
the world that he gave us his Son, who yielded his life an 
atonement for sin, and opened the life-gate that all may go in.  

Refrain: Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the earth hear his voice! 
Praise the Lord, Praise the Lord, let the people rejoice! O come to 
the Father thru Jesus the Son, and give him the glory, great things he 
hath done! 
 

Hymn – For the Beauty of the Earth (UMH 92 vs 1) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IUBMAi4jA1E  

1. For the beauty of the earth, for the glory of the skies, for the 
love which from our birth over and around us lies.  

Refrain: Lord of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise. 
 

Hymn - Jesus Loves Me (UMH 191 vs. 1)  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-jABcYKhDrI  

1. Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so. Little ones 
to him belong; they are weak, but he is strong. Yes, Jesus loves 
me! Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me 
so. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ogxLNlgKM8c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5WmQmL77WkE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IUBMAi4jA1E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-jABcYKhDrI
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Communion Liturgy 
We have come to the time in our service to remember Holy 

Communion. From Matthew 26, I would remind you that at the Last 

Supper “While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after 

blessing it he broke it, gave it to the disciples, and said, ‘Take, eat; 

this is my body.’  Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave 

it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you;  for this is my blood of 

the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of 

sins.  I tell you, I will never again drink of this fruit of the vine until 

that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.”  

 

Communion Prayer 

We are not able to physically take Communion today, so please hear 
this prayer as a reminder of this important sacrament: 
My Jesus, I believe that you are in the Blessed Sacrament. I love you 
above all things, and I long for you in my soul. Since I cannot now 
receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I 
adore Thee in the Sacrament of Thy love. Amen. 
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven; give us this day 
our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 
forever.  Amen. 
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Closing Hymn –The Lord Bless You and Keep You – Peter C. Lutkin 
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=god+bless+you+and+keep+you+song&&view=detail&mid=8262A812F5

A69755AD158262A812F5A69755AD15&&FORM=VDRVRV  

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord lift His countenance upon 

you, and give you peace, and give you peace. The Lord make His face 

to shine upon you, and be gracious unto you, and be gracious; 

The Lord be gracious, gracious unto you. Amen. 

 

Benediction 

As we close our time of worship may we be inspired by Martin 

Rinkart and seek to praise God each day. May this poem by Ralph 

Waldo Emerson be a guide as we extend our praise to God: 
 

“We Thank Thee” by Ralph Waldo Emerson 
 
For flowers that bloom about our feet, Father, we thank Thee. 
For tender grass so fresh, so sweet, Father, we thank Thee. 
For the song of bird and hum of bee, For all things fair we hear or 
see, Father in heaven, we thank Thee. 
 
For blue of stream and blue of sky, Father, we thank Thee. 
For pleasant shade of branches high, Father, we thank Thee. 
For fragrant air and cooling breeze, For beauty of the blooming 
trees, Father in heaven, we thank Thee. 
 
For this new morning with its light, Father, we thank Thee. 
For rest and shelter of the night, Father, we thank Thee 
For health and food, for love and friends, For everything Thy 
goodness sends, Father in heaven, we thank Thee. 

 

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=god+bless+you+and+keep+you+song&&view=detail&mid=8262A812F5A69755AD158262A812F5A69755AD15&&FORM=VDRVRV
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=god+bless+you+and+keep+you+song&&view=detail&mid=8262A812F5A69755AD158262A812F5A69755AD15&&FORM=VDRVRV
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