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Worship – March 2021              
Hymns: The Stories of our 
Faith 
   
Lenten Greeting      
Leader: We are currently in 

the season of Lent, the 40 

days leading up to Easter, 

where we spend time 

reflecting upon our 

humanity and remembering 

God’s glory. It is a time of self-examination and repentance as well 

as a time to remember God’s grace and love, knowing that our sins 

are forgiven as we turn to God.   

Leader: Come, let us walk in the light of the Lord, 
All: That He may teach us His ways and that we may walk in His 
paths.  
 

Gathering Prayer 
We come this day to worship You, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Open 
our hearts to receive Your love, our souls to receive Your Spirit, and 
our minds to know Your truth. Amen.   
 

Hymn of Praise – Joyful Joyful We Adore Thee (UMH 89 vs 1) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mtvxwsiRge4  

1. Joyful, joyful, we adore thee, God of glory, Lord of love; hearts 
unfold like flowers before thee, opening to the sun above. Melt the 
clouds of sin and sadness; drive the dark of doubt away. Giver of 
immortal gladness fill us with the light of day! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mtvxwsiRge4
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Prayers of Thanksgiving 
What are you thankful for today? (Congregants offer expressions of 
gratitude. After each expression, the congregation responds with 
“Thank you God!”).  
In response to these prayers of Thanksgiving, let us sing the 
Doxology: 
 
Doxology - Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nCbsMSmkQNA   

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures 
here below; praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
Lenten Prayer (United Methodist Book of Worship #334) 
O God, your glory is always to have mercy.  
Be gracious to all who have gone astray from your ways and bring    
them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and 
hold fast the unchangeable truth of your Word,  
Jesus Christ your Son,  
who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns,  
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
Hymn – Do, Lord, Remember Me (UMH 527 vs 1) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sKSFY6mf9Ts  
1. Do, Lord, do, Lord, do, Lord, remember me; do, Lord, do, Lord, do, 
Lord, remember me; do, Lord, do, Lord, do, Lord remember me; 
singing do, Lord, remember me.  
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nCbsMSmkQNA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sKSFY6mf9Ts
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Scripture- James 4:10 (CEB) 
“Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up.” 

Devotional1 
During this Lenten season as we take time to focus our lives once 
again on God, it seemed fitting to study the Hymn, I Surrender All. 
This hymn was written by Judson W. Van DeVenter. He was born 
near Dundee, Michigan on December 5th of 1855. He attended the 
public schools of Dundee before attending Hillsdale College in 
Michigan.   
Van DeVenter was musically trained, playing 13 instruments on top 
of singing and composing music. He was also a student of art, 
touring Europe in 1885 to visit art galleries and study painting. To 
help support his family financially, Van DeVenter taught art in 
school, eventually becoming the supervisor of art in the public 
schools of Sharon, Pennsylvania.  

Van DeVenter was also a member and an active lay person of a local 
Methodist Episcopal Church where many revivals were held. It was 
during one of these revivals that he felt the call to church ministry. 
He struggled with this call though, not knowing if he should continue 
his teaching and art career or go into evangelistic ministry. This 
internal wrestling continued for 5 years.  

However, as he was leading a church meeting one day, the decision 
to enter evangelistic ministry became clear: “For some time, I had 
struggled between developing my talents in the field of art and 
going into full-time evangelistic work. At last the pivotal hour of my 
life came, and I surrendered all. A new day was ushered into my life. 

 
1 Research for devotional came from these two sites: 1) Dr. Hawn. “History of Hymns: I Surrender All.” UMC Discipleship.org, July 1, 2013 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-i-surrender-all. Accessed February 2021.     2) Matthews, Diana Leagh. 
“Behind the Hymn: I Surrender All.” Diana Leagh Matthews.com, Jun 28, 2015, http://dianaleaghmatthews.com/i-surrender-
all/#.YCGbOW5FzvV. Accessed Feb 2021. 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-i-surrender-all
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I became an evangelist and discovered down deep in my soul a 
talent hitherto unknown to me. God had hidden a song in my heart, 
and touching a tender chord, he caused me to sing.”2 

By the end of this meeting Van DeVenter had a new path in life and 
had written the beloved hymn, I Surrender All. Soon after, he was 
licensed as a local pastor and spent a great deal of his life preaching 
throughout the United States and England.  

Van DeVenter eventually settled in Tampa, Florida, teaching 
hymnology at Florida Bible Institute throughout the 1920’s until his 
retirement. Even upon his retirement, he remained active at the 
college inspiring many. Billy Graham credits Van DeVenter as having 
great influence upon his life, “One of the evangelists who influenced 
my early preaching was also a hymnist who wrote "I Surrender All" -- 
the Rev. J. W. Van DeVenter . . . We students love this kind, deeply 
spiritual gentleman and often gathered in his winter home at 
Tampa, Florida, for an evening of fellowship and singing.”3 

What an impact Van DeVenter had on many. As I was thinking of his 

success with evangelizing, preaching, and mentoring, this famous 

quote from St. Francis of Assisi came to mind, “Preach the gospel at 

all times and if necessary, use words.” Van DeVenter shared his faith 

with others by extending to others the same love and grace he had 

experienced from Christ. Van DeVenter made sure to approach 

persons with kindness, gentleness, love, and hospitality. He focused 

on building relationships using these characteristics before he ever 

shared a word of the Gospel. A beautiful reminder to us all as we 

think about sharing God’s Word and love with others.  

 
2 https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-i-surrender-all 
3 Ibid. 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-i-surrender-all
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Lastly, Van DeVenter reminds us that as we surrender to God’s will, 
God will provide. On the day that Van DeVenter surrendered, he 
states, “A new day was ushered into my life” and I “discovered down 
deep in my soul a talent hitherto unknown to me.”4 Upon 
surrendering his life to God, Van DeVenter found peace and purpose 
in his life that he had not previously known. Van DeVenter had been 
reluctant to give up his art and music, but God helped him discover a 
new and different way to use the talents that he loved. God 
transformed Van DeVenter’s life and talents, which blessed many 
through the hymns and music he would go on to write as well as 
blessing many through his preaching and gentle style of 
evangelization.  

What a great reminder that as we say yes to God’s will, as we 
humble ourselves before God and recognize that true life comes 
from God, that God will guide us, transform us, and will walk with us 
every step of the way, “Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he 
will lift you up” (James 4:10, CEB). 
 
Let us be in an attitude of prayer as we sing together this beloved 
hymn, I Surrender All (UMH 354 vs. 1)  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lg3tteGKRq8  
 

1. All to Jesus I surrender; all to him I freely give; I will ever love and 
trust him, in his presence daily live.  
Refrain: I surrender all, I surrender all, all to thee, my blessed Savior, 
I surrender all. 
 
 
 

 
4  https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-i-surrender-all 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lg3tteGKRq8
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-i-surrender-all
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Favorite Hymns 
Hymn – Blessed Assurance (UMH 369 vs 1) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FyLWHbOdAaw  

1. Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! O what a foretaste of glory 
divine! Heir of salvation, purchase of God, born of his Spirit, washed 
in his blood.  
Refrain: This is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the 
day long; this is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the 
day long.  
 
 
Hymn – Amazing Grace (UMH 378 vs 1 and 6) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ogxLNlgKM8c  

1. Amazing grace! How sweet the sound that saved a wretch like 
me! I once was lost, but now am found; was blind, but now I 
see.  

6. When we’ve been there ten thousand years, bright shining as     
the sun, we’ve no less days to sing God’s praise than when we’d 
first begun.  

 
 
Hymn – How Firm a Foundation (UMH 529 vs 1 and 2) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j0Il3yZ1DNs  

1. How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, is laid for your faith 
in his excellent word! What more can he say than to you he hath 
said, to you who for refuge to Jesus have fled? 
2. “Fear not, I am with thee, O be not dismayed, for I am thy God 
and will still give thee aid; I’ll strengthen and help thee, and cause 
thee to stand upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand. 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FyLWHbOdAaw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ogxLNlgKM8c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j0Il3yZ1DNs
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Communion Liturgy 
The Thursday before Easter, Holy Thursday, is a day for Christians to 
commemorate the supper Jesus shared with his disciples before his 
crucifixion, when Jesus washed the disciples’ feet and instituted the 
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. Let us remember this Holy evening 
by reading from Matthew 26, “While they were eating, Jesus took a 
loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, gave it to the 
disciples, and said, ‘Take, eat; this is my body.’  Then he took a cup, 
and after giving thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 
of you; for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for 
many for the forgiveness of sins.”  
 
 
Communion Prayer 
We are not able to physically take Communion today so please hear 
this prayer as a reminder of this important sacrament: 
My Jesus, we believe that you are in the Blessed Sacrament. We love 
you above all things and long for you in our soul. Since we cannot 
now receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually into our 
hearts. We adore Thee in the Sacrament of Thy love. Amen. 
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven; give us this day 
our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver 
us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 
forever.  Amen. 
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Closing Hymn –God Be with You till We Meet Again (UMH 672 vs 1) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F3uca9j0dYs  

1. God be with you till we meet again; by his counsels guide, 
uphold you, with his sheep securely fold you; God be with you 
till we meet again. 

Refrain: Till we meet, till we meet, till we meet at Jesus’ feet; till we 
meet, till we meet, God be with you till we meet again. 

 
Closing Prayer  
Billy Graham, who was inspired by Van DeVenter and inspired so 
many throughout his many years of ministry, wrote this beautiful 
prayer of remembrance reminding us how much God loves and 
cares for us: 
Our Father and our God, we pray that… we all might be conscious 
that Thine eye is upon us. If God can see the sparrow fall, if He has 
the hairs of our head numbered, we know that He watches us, that 
He loves us, that He cares for us, and we’re told in Thy Word that He 
cares for us so much that He sent His only begotten Son to the cross 
to die that we might find forgiveness of our sins. We pray… that Thy 
Holy Spirit will draw all men unto the Savior, for we ask it in His 
Name. Amen 
  
Benediction 
May Jesus Christ, who for our sake became obedient unto death, 
even death on a cross, keep you and strengthen you, now and 
forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F3uca9j0dYs
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