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Worship - June 2020                               
Hymns: The Stories of our Faith       
                                                           

Gathering Prayer              

God our Father, we thank You 

for this day. Help us to feel Your 

presence as we are in this time 

of worship. Open our ears to 

hear and our hearts to receive Your word. May we be 

transformed into Your likeness. Through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

Amen.  

 

 

Call to Worship 

Leader: “This is the day which the Lord has made; let us rejoice 
and be glad in it.” (Psalm 118:24) 
Leader: We can sing that now! 

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7_IA1oMJYkk ) 

This is the day, this is the day 
That the Lord hath made, That the Lord hath made. 

Let us rejoice, let us rejoice 
And be glad in it, And be glad in it. 

This is the day that the Lord hath made; let us rejoice and be 
glad in it. 

This is the day; this is the day that the Lord hath made. 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7_IA1oMJYkk
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Hymn of Praise – Holy Holy Holy! Lord God Almighty (UMH 64) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2qCmtUhiKcA  

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! Early in the morning our 

song shall rise to thee. Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty, 

God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 
 

Prayers of Thanksgiving 

Leader: What are you thankful for today? (Congregants offer 

expressions of gratitude. After each expression, the 

congregation responds with “Thank you God!”) 

In response to these prayers of Thanksgiving, let us sing the 

Doxology: 
 

Doxology - Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2kmskQGUIlc  
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all 

creatures here below; praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

Affirmation of Faith (Matthew 22: 36-39 CEB) 

Our Affirmation of Faith comes from the Gospel of Matthew: 

“Teacher, what is the greatest commandment in the Law?’ He 

[Jesus] replied, ‘You must love the Lord your God with all your 

heart, with all your being, and with all your mind.’ This is the 

first and greatest commandment.  And the second is like it: ‘You 

must love your neighbor as you love yourself.’” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2qCmtUhiKcA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2kmskQGUIlc
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Hymn – Blessed Assurance (UMH 369 vs 1) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JyXndj69UzY  

1. Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! O what a foretaste of 
glory diving! Heir of salvation, purchase of God, born of his 
Spirit, washed in his blood. 

Refrain: This is my story, this is my song, praising my 
Savior all the day long; this is my story, this is my song, 
praising my Savior all the day long. 

 

 

Scripture – Psalm 34:1 (CEB) 

“I will bless the LORD at all times; 
    his praise will always be in my mouth.” 
 

Devotional 

Before reading our Scripture verse for the day, we listened and 
sang along to the beautiful hymn, Blessed Assurance. Not much 
is known about the background story of this hymn. What we do 
know, however, is that this hymn was written in one afternoon 
in 1873 as tune composer Phoebe Palmer Knapp and hymn 
writer Fanny Crosby gathered around a piano. Knapp shared a 
melody with Crosby, asking Crosby what words came to mind 
when she heard this melody. Crosby shared: "Blessed 
assurance, Jesus is mine!”1  

 

 
1 https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-blessed-assurance 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JyXndj69UzY
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While we do not know much about the background story of this 
hymn, we do know more about the life of the hymn writer, 
Fanny Crosby. Fanny became blind at the age of 6 weeks after 
coming down with a bad cold. She was a lifelong Methodist 
who began composing hymns when she was just six years old. 
She is quoted as saying: “It seemed intended by the blessed 
providence of God that I should be blind all of my life, and I 
thank him for the dispensation. If perfect earthly sight were 
offered to me tomorrow, I would not accept it. I might not have 
ever sung hymns to the praise of God if I had been distracted by 
the beautiful and interesting things about me.”2 Instead of 
cursing God for losing her sight, Crosby instead gives thanks to 
God for her blindness. She felt that it was because of her 
blindness that she was more fully able to focus on writing her 
hymns of praise.   

I do not know about you, but I feel like many times when I am 
praising God, I am using my sense of sight. I praise God for the 
beautiful creation I can see around me: for the flowers 
blooming, for the green grass, for the blue sky. Last night, I 
decided to close my eyes and use my other senses as I spent 
time in praise to God. With my eyes closed, I became much 
more aware of what I could hear: my breathing, my boys talking 
in their room about a bug that had made its way into the 
house, my dog snoring. I also focused on what I could smell: 
fried bacon from our dinner, the bubble bath the boys had used 
for bath time.  

 
2 https://backstorysongs.com/2019/10/13/blessed-assurance/ 
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Through this time with my eyes closed I was able to praise God 
for: 1) my body and all my organs and the ability to take deep 
breaths 2) for the questioning minds of my boys as they 
continue to discover their world 3) for the food that was on my 
table at dinner time 4) for the life of our 16 year old dog. These 
may be simple things, but this exercise helped me to Praise God 
beyond what I can see.  

Questions:  

1. I would invite you to close your eyes and try praising God 
based on what you experience. What do you hear? Smell? 
Taste? Feel? What can you give God thanks for?   

2. Think back to when you were a young child. What were 
your favorite smells (maybe your mom baking an apple 
pie? Or the smell of rain after a hot summer day?). What 
were your favorite sounds? (maybe a tractor or a train?) 
What about a favorite touch (maybe a beloved pet or a 
smooth rose petal?) 
 

Prayer: God, we thank You for the 5 senses You have given us. 
Help us to use all our senses as we praise Your name. Amen. 
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Favorite Hymns 
Hymn – God Will Take Care of You (UMH 130 vs. 1) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u4Ez8m2ozf4 
 

1. Be not dismayed whate’er be-tide, God will take care of 
you; beneath his wings of love abide, God will take care of 
you.  

Refrain: God will take care of you, through every day, o’er all 
the way, he will take care of you, God will take care of you. 
 
 
Hymn – How Great Thou Art (UMH 77 vs 1)  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a-m_6KN5ISA  
 

1. O Lord my God! When I in awesome wonder consider all 
the worlds thy hands have made, I see the stars, I hear the 
rolling thunder, thy power through-out the universe 
displayed. 

Refrain: Then sings my soul, my savior God to thee; how great 
thou art, how great thou art! Then sings my soul, my Savior God 
to thee; how great thou art, how great thou art! 
 

 
Hymn – Amazing Grace (UMH 378 vs 1) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ogxLNlgKM8c 

 
1. Amazing grace! How sweet the sound that saved a wretch 

like me! I once was lost, but now am found; was blind, but 
now I see.  

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u4Ez8m2ozf4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a-m_6KN5ISA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ogxLNlgKM8c
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Hymn - Jesus Loves Me (UMH 191 vs. 1)  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=76c6Viu0xrk 

 
Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so. Little ones 
to him belong; they are weak, but he is strong. 
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! 
The Bible tells me so. 
 

 

Communion 

We have come to the time in our service to remember Holy 

Communion. From Matthew 26, I would remind you that at the 

Last Supper “While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, 

and after blessing it he broke it, gave it to the disciples, and 

said, ‘Take, eat; this is my body.’  Then he took a cup, and after 

giving thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 

you;  for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out 

for many for the forgiveness of sins.  I tell you, I will never again 

drink of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new 

with you in my Father’s kingdom.”  

We are not able to physically take Communion today, so please 
hear this prayer as a reminder of this important sacrament: 
My Jesus, I believe that you are in the Blessed Sacrament. I love 
you above all things, and I long for you in my soul. Since I 
cannot now receive you sacramentally, come at least spiritually 
into my heart. I adore Thee in the Sacrament of Thy love. 
Amen. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=76c6Viu0xrk
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The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven; 
give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 
 
Closing Hymn – The Little Light of Mine (UMH 585 vs. 1) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wnXuPqakMOw 

1. This little light of mine, I’m going to let it shine, this little 

light of mine, I’m going to let it shine, this little light of 

mine, I’m going to let it shine, let it shine, let it shine, let 

it shine. 

 

 

Benediction 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 

so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy 

Spirit. Amen (Romans 15:13). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wnXuPqakMOw

