
A Message from Pastor Adam
This past year we celebrated 30 years of Church of the Resurrection. From our first makeshift worship 
services in a funeral home to five physical locations in Kansas City and a worldwide following online – 
every step of the way, God has done more than we ever hoped for or imagined through the passionate 
service and sacrificial giving of people like you.

None of us expected to mark this 30-year milestone in the midst of a global pandemic, isolated from 
one another and suffering such profound losses. But, as you will read here, it was the forethought and 
legacy giving of past members that gave us capacity and technology to adapt quickly and to continue 
providing extraordinary care, connection and outreach that has multiplied Resurrection’s impact beyond 
all expectations.

We have no idea what the next 30 years have in store, but we do know what a difference it makes when 
our members invest in the church’s mission and ministry for future generations. LaVon and I have done 
this, by committing a major portion of our estate to go to the Resurrection Foundation upon our deaths. 
I hope you’ll join us by making a similar commitment, as together we provide the resources God will use 
beyond all we could even imagine to ensure a future with hope, no matter what the future brings.

    In Christ,
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PLANNED GIVING
IMPACT REPORT
Building an endowment for ministry impact
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FACILITIES GRANTS 
Addressing Critical Needs to Ensure Vital Ministry
What’s exciting about spending for facilities maintenance and repair? MINISTRY! Shortly after Resurrection Overland Park opened its 

doors, a catastrophic failure of the fire sprinkler system put an unexpected burden on the budget of our newest congregation. The 

Foundation’s partnership with Resurrection Overland Park allowed their resources to be used for ministry. In the words of Pastor Joshua 

Clough, “Those of us at Resurrection Overland Park are grateful beneficiaries of the Foundation’s work to support the impact of the 

church’s ministry and mission. The grant enabled us to ensure our building has the necessary infrastructure to continue growing our 

ministry, connecting with neighbors in the community, and sharing the love of Christ. Thank you, Resurrection Foundation!” 

Taking advantage of the absence of cars in Leawood parking lot C during the pandemic, the Foundation provided a maintenance grant 

for repaving. The Foundation’s role as a partner allowed the church to remain focused on catalytic community outreach during the 

pandemic. Angela LaVallie, Facility Services Program Director, shares, “When the buildings and grounds are well maintained, they are 

less likely to distract visitors and members from the real purpose of their time on campus – connecting with God and others, serving 

the community, and growing spiritually. Our partnership with the Foundation is crucial as we support other ministries and those who 

participate in them.”

The Foundation’s Facility Maintenance Endowment is intended for long-term growth to support major facility maintenance and 

repairs in the future. Because of donors who had a vision to include this in their estate plans, the Foundation was able to partner 

with the church to help meet these critical needs in 2020. If you are interested in this vital means of supporting ministry in the 

future, please contact Debi Nixon at foundation@cor.org.

TECHNOLOGY GRANTS 
Adapting to Needs Created by the Pandemic 
The pandemic created urgency for the church to find ways to use technology to keep the congregation connected in community. One 

important need was to find a way to connect those individuals who wanted to join in-person with those who wanted to join online. Meet 

the OWL, a system with a 360-degree camera, microphone and speaker. Thanks to a donor's generous gift, the Foundation was able to 

provide funds to the church to install these important OWL systems at all five campus locations. Tom Langhofer, Pastor of Recovery 

Ministries, knew how mission critical this system would be. “Each week we reach over 600 people attending a Resurrection Recovery 

meeting. The OWL technology has been a blessing and has been vital to our recovery program. We also have the ability to take them to 

various recovery houses throughout the community and broadcast their in-person meetings out to the community, serving even more 

people.”  

Clif Guy, Director of Information Technology, states “The equipment provided by the Foundation enables thousands of people per week 

to participate remotely in small groups, Bible studies, recovery groups, support groups, conferences, staff meetings, governance 

meetings, and every other part of church life. People will be able to grow spiritually and meaningfully engage in the life of the church 

who otherwise would not have been able to once we came back on site. We are grateful for the Foundation’s investment in innovations 

for ministry and discipleship.”

The Foundation’s unrestricted funds support mission critical opportunities as they arise. If you are interested in learning how your 

planned gift can be a catalyst into the future, please contact Debi Nixon at foundation@cor.org.

SEMINARY SCHOLARSHIP + GRANTS 
Raising up Leaders for the Future of the Church 
Church of the Resurrection is passionate about strengthening churches by raising up new leaders who will serve churches across the 

country. One such young leader is Pastor Karissa Miller, who received the Foundation’s Resurrection Fellowship, a full-tuition scholarship 

to Saint Paul School of Theology located at our Leawood Campus and a fellowship on the staff at Resurrection where she rotated serving 

in various ministries during her three years in seminary. 

“When I decided to move to Kansas City and attend seminary at Saint Paul, I was taking a huge leap of faith out of my comfort zone. 

I was anxious and uncertain. However, receiving the Resurrection Fellowship gave me peace and assurance. It was an affirmation 

of my calling, a sign that God was faithful and with me. It was a huge financial blessing and provided a perfect learning and growth 

opportunity with people at a church that I already loved in an unfamiliar city.

My Fellowship provided by the Foundation has prepared me exceptionally well for the next steps in my vocational journey. I 

graduate in May 2021 and will serve as an Associate Pastor at Topeka First UMC. My seminary learning and ministry experiences 

at Resurrection have informed each other in rich, integrative ways. In addition, I have formed lasting relationships with many 

talented and faithful people, including my amazing scholarship sponsors, who will continue to be a source of support and 

guidance.”

Karissa’s Resurrection Fellowship is supported by the Hennig Family Scholarship held at the Foundation. The Hennig Fund is one 

of several Foundation funds supporting future generations of leaders. In addition to Karissa, eight other individuals received 

scholarships and tuition grants from the Foundation in support of their call to ministry in 2020. If you have a passion for raising 

up future leaders for the church, contact Debi Nixon at foundation@cor.org.
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A LEGACY OF FAITH: 
Celebrating Lowell and Jean Thuma and the Thuma Scholarship

From its founding, Church of the Resurrection has been committed to strengthening other churches. Over the 
years, this passion has found expression in a multitude of ways, including a specific goal of raising up at least 

200 new United Methodist pastors. While invitations and encouragement from Resurrection’s Senior Pastor 
Adam Hamilton have inspired many of the church’s candidates for ordained ministry, a number of retired and 
semi-retired pastors have played an important role as well, including Rev. Ralph Lowell Thuma.

A farm boy from Robinson, KS, Lowell dedicated his life to 
Christian ministry at the age of 19. His wife, Jean, made a 
similar commitment at the church camp where they met in 

1944. After Lowell graduated from Washburn University in 
Topeka, KS and United Theological Seminary in Dayton, OH, they 

served churches together in Ohio and Kansas until their retirement 
in 1990. Lowell’s clear purpose was to lead people into a relationship 

with God through Jesus Christ, and wherever he served, the churches 
flourished with increased attendance and commitment. Daughter Joan 

Clary remembers, “Dad always had an outlook to the future, and it was 
extremely important to him to help others. He was simply always helping others.” 

This fit well with the fledgling United Methodist Church of the Resurrection, and in retirement, 
Lowell and Jean both jumped right in to help build a Christian community here where non-
religious and nominally religious people are becoming deeply committed Christians.

Together with another pastor, Lowell organized an Adult Bible Class for Seniors, the ABC Class, 
which among other things has served as a source of encouragement, support and mentoring 
for young ministry candidates. At the occasion of Lowell’s death in 2006, it came as no surprise 
when the ABC Class created a seminary scholarship fund in his honor. Inspired by Lowell’s life 
story – his devotion to ministry from a young age, his lifelong impact through the churches he 
served, and his continued investment in the church’s future through Resurrection – the fund 
carries on his legacy by providing scholarships to seminary students pursuing ordination as 
United Methodist pastors. George Hoech, Co-President of the ABC Class at that time, explained, 
"What better way to honor Lowell and Jean than by helping continue their work through new 
United Methodist pastors."

Having now combined membership and resources with the Morning Star Class, the ABC 
Class continues to be cheerleaders for ministry candidates, offering not just inspiration and 
encouragement but also a supportive forum for practicing their preaching and teaching skills. 
Rosemarie Magee, long-time teaching coordinator for the ABC/Morning Star Class, notes that 
ministry candidates from Resurrection "have gone on to start new churches and become 
leaders in their annual conferences. It's heartwarming and just amazing to see so many men 
and women who are so well qualified and so devoted to their ministry." When asked how her 
dad, Lowell, would feel about this legacy of support for seminary students and future leaders, Joan said, “Dad was 
not a person who sought attention or accolades of any kind, but he would be proud. He would be blessed. I can see 
him smiling to the point of tears in his eyes.”

In keeping with their love for the Church and their focus on the future, Lowell and Jean not only stipulated that 
an annual tithe of their estate go to the Thuma Seminary Scholarship Fund, but they also left to Resurrection the 
house they bought for their retirement. And, up until her death in May 2020, Jean delighted in meeting and knowing the 
various Thuma scholarship recipients. One of those recipients, Bailey Amtower (pictured), remarked that, “Dave Ramsey 
talks about how, when you skip a rock across water, the ripples caused by the rock touching the surface of the water continue 
to expand, even though the rock has moved on. Likewise, when people pass away, their love and their legacy are still rippling through the 
people they’ve touched.” Lowell and Jean’s legacy giving not only will ensure that scholarships are available well into the future, but every 
new scholarship recipient and the impact of their lives of service to the church will now be ever widening ripples of their legacy. “Even in 
their death,” says Joan, “they are still present and caring for the future of the Church.”

Join Lowell and Jean and the many other donors who are strengthening other churches through raising up new pastors with a similar legacy 
gift. Contact Debi Nixon at debi.nixon@cor.org or 913.544.0709 to learn more.

"When we fully trust God’s 
vision and get to be part of that, 
everything can be so much bigger, 
so much more than we can ever 
hope for or imagine. 

What I loved about the ABC Class 
is that they were committed to 
leaving a legacy — continuing the 
education of leaders for future 
generations.  
 
Knowing there were people who 
believed in my call was really 
special to me. 

If you are wondering whether 
you should give, think about 
how you could make a difference 
in someone’s life, how you can 
surround someone with support 
and see them grow in confidence 
in their call to ministry."

 — Rev. Bailey Amtower, United Methodist Pastor  
  and Thuma Seminary Scholarship Recipient

Lowell + Jean 
Thuma
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A LEGACY OF FAITH: 
Anita and Mark Boyer

Meet Anita and Mark Boyer. They were among the 32 who made a decision in 2020 to take the steps to include the 
Resurrection Foundation in their estate plan. You can do the same by reviewing the Next Steps and completing a donor 
declaration. To get assistance, contact us at Foundation@cor.org. 

“The first time we visited COR was Candlelight Christmas Eve 2011. We were living in Ann Arbor, 
and we went back home feeling intrigued. We started supplementing our local church 
attendance by watching COR sermons online. When the chance to relocate presented 
itself, we chose Kansas City. Mark bought me a city map of Kansas City to guide my 

house hunting. Highlighted were the location of Church of the Resurrection Leawood, 
bike paths, 

and Tippin’s Bakery, where Mark would work.

During our 30-year marriage we have lived in numerous places, but COR was nothing 
like any of the churches we had attended. 

A few of our favorite reasons include: 
 • Crystal clear mission statement
 • Passionate about serving others, locally and abroad
  • Focus on Christian education, both for our members and for global church leaders
  • Caring about people with special needs
  • Partnering with schools and other community partners like Healing House

This church has played a role in changing our lives, and it is a way for us to share our resources through a planned 
gift to be part of the continued ministry into the future.” – Anita Boyer

Anita + Mark 
Boyer

"Legacy giving  
for us was an easy 

decision. Church of the 
Resurrection knows 

the importance of 
planning, and we give 

a lot of credit to the 
forward-thinking vision 

of the pastoral and 
operations teams."

— Anita Boyer 

Bill + Anne 
Blessing

NOTE FROM THE CHAIR: 
Anne Blessing
It is my honor and privilege to serve as Chair of the Resurrection Foundation 
Board of Directors. The Resurrection Foundation encourages church members 
to transform our lifetime commitment and stewardship into lasting kingdom 
impact through legacy gifts to the Foundation to sustain our church’s 
mission and ministries, fund new initiatives, and build a strong foundation 
for future generations. 
 
My husband Bill and I have made an estate gift to the Resurrection 
Foundation and are members of the Resurrection Foundation Legacy 
Society as a lasting testament to our faith and an expression of our 

gratitude to our generous and loving God. Our gift is a commitment to those in future generations 
who will come to know Christ at Church of the Resurrection. It is also a wise investment, because we 
believe that our church, now and in the future, has the potential to transform our community, our 
denomination, and our world. 

Since its founding 30 years ago, our church’s growth and vitality have resulted from its foresight and 
preparation for future demands. Our members’ legacy gifts will ensure the continued vitality of Church of 
the Resurrection for generations to come and enable it to continue its transformational work. 

All legacy gifts, regardless of the amount, are acts of worship, vision, and generosity that honor God, bless future 
generations, and have lasting kingdom impact. I invite you to consider the legacy you want to leave, and to affirm 
that what has been important to you during your lifetime continues to be important into the future.

"Given the challenges 
of the past year, 

together with the 
opportunity to 

reflect on what is 
truly meaningful to 
us, our decision to 

invest in our church’s 
future seems more 

important than ever."

 — Anne Blessing 
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The Resurrection Foundation is committed to providing catalytic resources to support vital ministry and mission needs of Church of 
the Resurrection for generations to come. We are investing your gifts for maximum return with strong fiduciary responsibility for 
greatest impact. 

Will you be a part of this legacy of impact by considering a future gift to the Resurrection Foundation through your will or trust? This 
gift is a visible witness to your family and friends that what was important to you in your lifetime is as important into the future. 

By including the Resurrection Foundation as a beneficiary in your will or trust, you are a part of God’s kingdom work of changing lives, 
strengthening churches, and transforming the world into the future. All it takes is a simple amendment or beneficiary designation to 
make your wishes known.

GET STARTED MAKING YOUR FUTURE IMPACT:

Stories of impact already making a difference include grants from the  
Foundation to missions, seminary scholarships, and building maintenance. 

Our Foundation Team is available for confidential conversations about ways to maximize the impact of your gift. 
 FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT: foundation.blogs.cor.org

   Consider including the Resurrection Foundation in your future plans: 
  Make a bequest in your will or other estate plan:  
 When you establish a will or other estate plan, you can include a bequest of a specific dollar amount or 
 percentage be left to the church to carry out the mission and ministries that are important to you. Your
 estate attorney can help you ensure your wishes are documented and executed.

  Name the church as a beneficiary of a certain percentage:  
 Consider a 10% tithe of your retirement plan, IRA or life insurance. 

  Other planned gift vehicles: 
 Include real estate, donor advised funds, stock, and cash.
   For Bequest and Beneficiary Gifts, the legal name of the Foundation is:
   The Church of the Resurrection Foundation and the FEIN# is 05-0525052.

  Schedule a meeting to learn more about the Foundation, the various funds 
 available, and ways to maximize your gift: 
 Contact Debi Nixon, Executive Director  
  Phone: 913.544.0709 |  Email: debi.nixon@cor.org 
 Everyone has a different approach to giving and different passions. We're here to serve as your partner and
 ensure your gifts are stewarded in the ways you intend.

TAKE
THE  

NEXT  
STEPS
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PURPOSE OF THE 
FOUNDATION 
Our purpose is to endow and support the 
lasting impact of the church’s ministry 
and mission by encouraging members to 
remember Church of the Resurrection in 
their planned giving. By remembering the 
church in your estate planning, you bear 
witness to your faith and give inspiration 
to others that will have impact for 
generations to come. 
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Contact us to discuss your dreams and vi-
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your professional advisors, we can help you 
develop a plan for future lasting impact.
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Anne Blessing 
(Chair)
Heather Counts
Debbie Dellinger
Stephen Harmon
Stephanie Hubers
Michele Janson
Bob Kirkland

Rob Oltjen
William Prugh 
Dave Rock
Glenetta Schierding 
Heather Smith
Ray Smith
Bill Taylor 
Bill Whitaker

FOUNDATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS

FOUNDATION ASSETS  
as of December 31, 2020 (unaudited)

FINANCIAL 
INFORMATION

20 
20

Every gift 
is important, 
and every gift 
tells a story. 
Let us tell 
yours by 
completing 
your donor 
declaration
at cor.org/
foundation. 

Vision 2030 – Church of the Resurrection has a driving passion that by 2030, 
God will have used the church to close the gaps between what is and what 

should be in our personal lives, our community, and our world. With this in mind, 
our goal is to be prepared for future catalytic ministry for generations to come 

by having 2,030 Planned Gifts committed through estate and legacy giving by 
the year 2030. The Foundation recognizes those who have chosen to include the 

church in their estate or planned giving with membership in the Resurrection 
Foundation Legacy Society. As an RFLS member, you join others who are 

witnesses to the importance of leaving a legacy and making a difference in the 
lives of others and the life of the church through your generosity.


