What does our Foundation do?

The Church of the Resurrection Foundation encourages legacy
giving to endow and support our church’s ministry, mission and future
major facility repair costs.
The Foundation is managed by a nine-member Board of Directors
elected by our Annual Church Conference, with assistance by three
staff members. Rev. Dr. Clayton Smith, Executive Director, will be
retiring in July 2018, and will be succeeded by Debi Nixon. Kelly
Williams, Director of Finance, provides financial accountability. Brent
Messick, Chief Financial Officer, also offers oversight. In addition,
the Board benefits from six advisors including representatives for
Resurrection West, Downtown and Blue Springs to encourage legacy
giving at each campus. Linda Roser serves as the volunteer Associate
Director, and Steve Harmon serves as the volunteer Charitable Giving
Consultant.
Our Foundation Board has three standing committees:
• The Investment Committee gives regular oversight of the
investment and management of Foundation funds. Clear
policies and procedures are developed for investment and
spending. This committee provides monthly and quarterly
financial reports to the Board and works directly with our trust
company.

JOHN WESLEY
LEGACY SOCIETY
The Resurrection
Foundation recognizes
those who have
chosen to include
Resurrection in their
estate or planned
gift with membership
in the John Wesley
Legacy Society.
Any size gifts are
welcomed. Let the
Foundation know of
your future dreams
for the church and
become a part
of the JWLS.

FOUNDATION
MISSION

Our purpose is to endow and
support the future needs
of our church’s ministry and
mission by encouraging
our members to remember
Resurrection in their
planned giving.
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5020 Property Fund		
Child in Crisis Fund
Foundation Development Fund
General Unrestricted Endowment Fund
General Unrestricted Fund
Matthew’s Ministry Endowment Fund
Pet Care Assistance Fund
Rez Blue Springs Endowment Fund
Rez Downtown Endowment Fund
Rez West Endowment Fund
Traditional Music Endowment Fund

Strengthening Churches
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Builders Class Seminary Scholarship Fund
Clergy Renewal Fund
Facility Maintenance Endowment Fund
Hennig Family Scholarship Fund
Ministry Educational Scholarship Fund
New Generation Scholarship Fund
Seminary Education Scholarship Endowment
Seminary Scholarship Endowment Fund
Thuma Scholarship Fund

• Beyond KC Mission Fund
• Local Missions Support Fund
• Dr. James L. Russell Fund

HOW YOU CAN GIVE

Our Resurrection Foundation John Wesley Legacy Society now
has almost 900 members who have indicated their interest in legacy
giving. Each JWLS member is asked to return a Donor Declaration
form. Many of our members are planning on leaving a percentage
tithe of their estate in order to provide vital support for decades
to come.

Changing Lives

Transforming Our World

• The Development Committee has as its main purpose to
grow and increase the number of legacy gifts each year. This
committee plans programs to inform and educate church
members on the benefits of estate planning and legacy giving.
• The John Wesley Legacy Society Relations Committee plans
meaningful ways to say “thank you” to those members who
declare their future legacy support. Annual appreciation events
are planned to report on the work of our Foundation.

CURRENT FOUNDATION FUNDS

CURRENT GIFT
•
•
•
•
•

Cash/securities/real estate/mineral interests
Charitable Lead Trust
Designated Fund/Donor Advised Fund
IRA Qualified Charitable Distribution
Life Insurance (policy ownership transfer)

DEFERRED GIFT
•
•
•
•

Bequest under Will/Distribution under Trust
Donor retained life estate in residence/farm
Life Insurance/commercial annuity (beneficiary designation)
Retirement Plan (beneficiary designation)

DONOR RETAINED INCOME GIFT
• Charitable Gift Annuity
• Charitable Remainder Annuity Trust
• Charitable Remainder Unitrust

The United Methodist Church of the Resurrection

13720 Roe Avenue
Leawood, Kansas 66224
Debi Nixon
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debi.nixon@cor.org
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CHANGING LIVES through legacy giving
Anne and Bill Blessing Estate Intention

Hennig Family Seminary Fellowship Fund

We made an estate gift to the Resurrection Foundation and are
members of the John Wesley Legacy Society as a lasting testament to
our faith and an expression of gratitude to our generous and loving God.
This gift is a commitment to people in future generations who will come
to know Christ at Church of the Resurrection. It’s also a wise investment
because we believe that this church, now and in the future, can transform
our community, our denomination and our world.
We added our gift to the
Foundation by making a simple
addition to our estate planning
documents. To ensure maximum
flexibility to meet future,
unknown needs, we did not
designate a specific use for our
gift. We have total confidence in
our church and the Resurrection
Foundation to discern the best
use for our unrestricted gift.

Resurrection is very proud of Amie Littrell as she
graduates from Saint Paul School of Theology and is
being appointed to her first UMC Church. Amie says,
“I felt called to preach and lead the church in 2015.
It was like Jeremiah, ‘an intense fire in my heart.’
(Jer. 20:9 CEB) At the same time, Rod and Sharon
Hennig were answering their call to set up a Fellowship
Endowment with the Resurrection Foundation. Rod and Sharon‘s
fellowship not only gave me the enormous gift of learning, but also
formation as a leader. I served on the staff at Church of the Resurrection
and learned a great deal about the practice of ministry!
During my three-year journey I received the Biblical Studies award from
Saint Paul, published an academic article in a professional journal and was
nominated for the Preaching Award. I am beyond excited to serve full-time
at Sunrise United Methodist Church (St. Louis area) starting in July. The
possibility for me to exercise my God-given passion for church leadership
and God’s mission in the world has forever changed the trajectory of my
life, my family and people I serve! Thank you!”

I grew up loving church. So it was not a
surprise to me that I felt God’s call to ministry
in 1963 as a 15-year-old. I started my preaching
ministry in 1968 while in college with four small
country churches. Since then I have served five
churches during the last 50 years.
I still love the church and have especially
loved serving with Church of the Resurrection.
We have so many wonderful, loving and
generous people. For the last 13 years, I have
served alongside outstanding pastors, staff and
church leaders who have brought out the best in me — except for a
few of my bad jokes.
Leadership and vision will always be essential for our church
to grow in ministry and mission. The future will depend on our
continued loyal and loving support of our church and Resurrection
Foundation.
I am pleased that Debi Nixon will be giving new and dynamic
leadership for the growing impact of our Resurrection Foundation.
Debi most recently served as Managing Executive Director of
Regional Campuses.
Thank you, Church of the Resurrection and Pastor Adam, for
the privilege of serving God with you these last 13 years. We are
“changing lives through legacy giving!”

Easter Mission Offering and Resurrection Foundation
provide grants for Britain Development Center

Jean Thuma-ABC Class Seminary Scholarship
I have chosen to leave a legacy to Church of the Resurrection because
I believe the church’s mission and ministry is the most important work in
our community and the world. God has provided for my family through
the years, and I’m thankful to be able, through this legacy, to continue
supporting our church after I’m gone.
The church has been important in the lives of my husband, Lowell
Thuma, and me. We started attending here after his retirement, as a Pastor
of 50 years, to serve God along with Pastor Adam. During that time Lowell
and another pastor organized the ABC Class (Adult Bible Class) for Seniors.
Lowell passed away August 2006.
Our legacy is designated to apply to the Thuma Seminary Scholarship
Fund. The Fund was established in 2006, in honor of Rev. Lowell Thuma,
given by the ABC Class. Our Legacy will provide scholarships for many
years to come. Now the Morning Star Class and the ABC Class have
merged, and both are working on ways to support our seminary students.

Foundation leader bids farewell

The Britain
Development
Center offers
holistic
approaches
to child
development,
therapy and early
education.

Our 2017 Easter Mission Offering provided a $50,000 Grant
to the Britain Infant Development Center at Shawnee Mission
Medical Center. The Britain Development Center offers holistic
approaches to child development, therapy and early education.
It involves family members in multi-disciplinary care.
Due to the generous legacy bequest of Dr. James Russell,
the Resurrection Foundation was able to make two grants in
2017 totaling an additional $125,000. These grants will provide
scholarships necessary for cutting-edge therapeutic treatments
during the crucial early years of brain development for children
with special needs. These grants will also help purchase
technology and equipment to improve visual and motor skills for
children with visual Impairment, improve self-regulatory skills for
children with Sensory Processing and Autism Spectrum Disorders,
and increase social engagement.

