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Special Worship 
December 2018 

 
Welcome and Introductions 
 
Opening Prayer 
 
Call to Worship: 
L:  For unto us a child is born, 
unto us a son is given. 
 

All:  A child is born for us! 
 

L:  We come to see the child that has been born, we come to gather 
in the glow of the stable. 
 

All:  We come to sing with angels and wonder with shepherds. 
 

L:  Come and worship, worship the one who is born for us this day! 
 
Scripture:  Luke 2:1-7 
1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the 
world should be registered.  2This was the first registration and was 
taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria.  3All went to their own 
towns to be registered.  4Joseph also went from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, 
because he was descended from the house and family of David.  5He 
went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who 
was expecting a child.  6While they were there, the time came for 
her to deliver her child.  7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because 
there was no place for them in the inn. 
 

The Birth of Jesus 
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Hymn (UMH 230 v. 1, 2, 4)  ~  O Little Town of Bethlehem 
1. O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie; above thy 

deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by.  Yet in thy dark 
streets shineth the everlasting light; the hopes and fears of all 
the years are met in thee tonight. 

2. For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above, while mortals 
sleep, the angels keep their watch of wondering love.  O 
morning stars together, proclaim the holy birth, and praises sing 
to God the King, and peace to all on earth! 

4. O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; cast out our 
sin, and enter in, be born in us today.  We hear the Christmas 
angels the great glad tidings tell; o come to us, abide with us, 
our Lord Emmanuel! 

 
Scripture:  Luke 2:8-18 (NRSV) 
8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping 
watch over their flock by night.  9Then an angel of the Lord stood 
before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 
were terrified.  10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for 
see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 
11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the 
Messiah, the Lord.  12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.”  13And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising 
God and saying, 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace among those whom he favors!”  15When the angels had left 
them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let 
us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, 
which the Lord has made known to us.”  16So they went with haste 
and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.  
17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them 
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about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the 
shepherds told them. 
 
Hymn (UMH 238 v. 1-3)  ~  Angels We Have Heard on High 
1. Angels we have heard on high sweetly singing o’er the plains, 

and the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains. 
[Refrain]:  Gloria, in excelsis Deo!  Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
2. Shepherds, why this jubilee?  Why your joyous strains prolong?  

What the gladsome tidings be which inspire your heavenly song? 
[Refrain] 

3. Come to Bethlehem and see Christ whose birth the angels sing; 
come, adore on bended knee, Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 
[Refrain] 

 
Message: 
 
Hymn (UMH 239 v. 1-3)  ~  Silent Night 
1. Silent night!  Holy night!  All is calm, all is bright ’round yon 

virgin mother and child!  Holy infant, so tender and mild, sleep in 
heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 

2. Silent night!  Holy night!  Shepherds quake at the sight.  Glories 
stream from heaven afar, heav'nly hosts sing: “Alleluia!  Christ 
the Savior is born!  Christ the Savior is born!” 

3. Silent night!  Holy night!  Son of God, love’s pure light radiant 
beams from Thy holy face with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth!  Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth! 

 
Song:  Jesus Loves Me 
Jesus loves me!  This I know, for the Bible tells me so; Little ones to 
Him belong, They are weak but He is strong.  Yes, Jesus loves me!  
Yes, Jesus loves me!  Yes, Jesus loves me!  The Bible tells me so. 
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Prayer before receiving Communion 
Lord Jesus, with joy and gratitude I now come to your table to 
receive the precious food of your life-giving body and blood.  May 
it strengthen me to remain in you as you remain in me, so that I 
bear much fruit in devoted service to you and in acts of kindness to 
others.  Amen. 
 
Communion Liturgy and Receiving 
 
Joys and Concerns/Prayer (followed by the Lord’s Prayer) 
Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven; give us 
this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory forever.  Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn (UMH 246 v.1, 4)  ~  Joy to the World 
1. Joy to the world, the Lord is come!  Let earth receive her King; 

let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven and nature 
sing. 

4. He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations 
prove the glories of his righteousness, and wonders of his love, 
and wonders of his love, and wonders, and wonders of his love. 

 
Benediction 
 
• Our Purpose:  To build a Christian community where non-religious and nominally religious people 

are becoming deeply committed Christians. 
• Our Vision:  To be used by God to Change Lives, Strengthen Churches, and Transform the World. 
• Our Journey:  To Know, Love, and Serve God. 


