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Article 15 of the Organization of American States: “No State or group of States has the right 

to intervene, directly or indirectly, for any reason whatever, in the internal or external affairs of 

any other State” 

 

Article 16 of the Organization of American States: “No State may use or encourage the use of 

coercive measures of an economic or political character in order to force the sovereign will of 

another State and obtain from it advantages of any kind 

 

Articles 51 and 52 of the UN Charter: allow for collective self-defense through regional 

organizations to be created outside the UN but within the principles of the charter; enable 

regional organizations to escape Russian vetoes in the UN Security Council 

 

Capitalist Encirclement: Russian fear of foreign encroachment and perception that the Western 

powers were attempting to isolate the Soviets by creating such buffer states as Poland, Rumania, 

Czechoslovakia, and Yugoslavia in Eastern Europe 

 

Central Intelligence Agency: originated with the passage of the National Security Act through 

Congress in July 1947; established to evaluate and correlate intelligence activities 

 

Charter of the Organization of American States: established administrative machinery for 

hemispheric consultation and an Advisory Defense Committee for military strategy 

 

Chiang Kai-shek: leader of the Nationalist Chinese forces and determined to prevent a 

Communist China; believed he could defeat the communists militarily and that the US had no 

alternative but to provide him with all the arms he required; defeated by Mao Ze-dong 

 

Collective Security:  a security arrangement, regional or global, in which each state in the 

system accepts that the security of one is the concern of all, and agrees to join in a collective 

response to threats to, and breaches of, the peace 
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COMECON: Council for Mutual Economic Assistance, provided the Soviet answer to the 

Marshall Plan by creating a centralized agency for stimulating and controlling (eastern) bloc 

development 

 

Cominform: Communist Information Bureau, including communists from Russia, Yugoslavia, 

France, Italy, Poland, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Rumania, and Hungary 

 

George Kennan: the State Department’s top expert on Soviet affairs 

 

George Marshall: Secretary of State during the Truman administration; concentrated the 

administration’s attention on rebuilding Europe through a massive aid program known as the 

Marshall Plan 

 

Inter-American Conference: held in Bogota, Columbia, from March 30-May 2, 1948; led by 

Secretary of State George C. Marshall; created the Organization of American States 

 

Iron Curtain: took the shape of border defenses between the countries of Western and Eastern 

Europe, most notably the Berlin Wall 

 

Long Telegram: a long dispatch sent by George Kennan from Moscow to Washington in early 

1946; became the basis for containment policy re Soviet aggression 

 

Marshall Plan: a plan for rebuilding Europe after WWII that revolved around a rebuilt and 

autonomous Germany 

 

Marshal Tito: Yugoslav communist leader Josip Broz (Marshal Tito) 

 

Molotov Plan: a July 1947 program of bilateral trade agreements linking the bloc countries and 

Russia 

 

Mr. X: pseudonym used by George Kennan in an article appearing in July 1947 giving the 

Truman administration’s view of what made the Russians act like communists 

 

National Liberation Front (NLF): opposition group in the Greek civil war with communist 

leadership and, by 1947, receiving support from Yugoslav communist leader Josip Broz 

(Marshal Tito) 

 

National Security Council: established by the National Security Act of July 1947 to advise the 

President on National Security matters 

 

NATO: North Atlantic Treaty Organization formed for European Defense to create not merely a 

balance of power but a preponderance of power 

 

Rio Treaty: signed September 2, 1947, by delegates to the Rio Conference, providing for 

collective self-defense for the Western hemisphere 
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Truman Doctrine: Truman issues his own declaration of Cold War and asks Americans to join 

in a global commitment against communism (March 12, 1947) 

 

Two-Camp View: dominated Russian policy between 1927 and 1934 when Stalin bitterly 

attacked the West; a central theme in the dictator’s speech of February 1946; from Stalin’s 

perspective, the Soviet bloc against the West; from the US perspective, two alternative ways of 

life – free peoples vs. totalitarian regimes 

 

Walter Lippman: influential journalist who argued that Soviet policy was molded more by 

traditional Russian expansion than by communist ideology 

 

Zdanov: revitalized the “two-camp view” by pitting the Soviet bloc against the West 

 
 


