
  

 

 

Connecting with God, One Another and Our Mission in the World 

Journal for the Journey 
September 2019 

 

Save the 

Date! 
God’s Work Our Hands! 

Sunday, October 20 
 

Join other community members as ELCA  
congregations locally become God’s Hands 
and Feet!  Watch for more details coming 

soon! 

Run, Walk, Roll - Practicing Our Faith 
 

Athletes practice.  Sports teams practice.  Musicians practice.  Doctors and lawyers practice.  To be any of these is to 
practice.  What do we practice as Christians?  That may seem like a strange question?  Or it may seem like the answers 
are obvious.  As Lutheran Christians, our liturgy and worship life is often a teacher, and the matter of “faith practices” is 
a key part of the Affirmation of Baptism service.  This service is also used for the milestone of Confirmation (with a  
special prayer “confirm her faith, guide her life…”). 
 
Starting in September our worship series will be: Run, Walk, Roll – Practicing our Faith.  Together we’ll explore our 
responses to God’s claim on our lives.  Together as Lutheran Christians, we respond to God’s promises to us by  
promising: to build community, to worship together, to share our faith, to serve others, and to work for justice and 
peace.  These are how we roll, these are our practices.  Because the experience for each person and each season of life 
is different, our walks vary yet share these common components.   
 
In Ephesians, we are encouraged: “In light of all this, here's what I want you to do.  While I'm locked up here, a prisoner 
for the Master, I want you to get out there and walk—better yet, run!—on the road God called you to travel (Ephesians 4:1 
The Message).  Fast or slow, large or small, running or strolling or rolling.  We are all together practicing our faith.  We 
look forward to sharing in worship together as we learn and grow in faith this fall! 
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Beloved People of Bethlehem, 
 

This is a summer of many anniversaries: 50 years ago was the first walk on the moon, Stonewall, and the Beatles Abbey 
Road and last public performance.  25 years ago was the release of The Lion King and this summer the new version of 
The Lion King is breaking records at the theaters.   
 

The Lion King has been a favorite movie of mine since I first saw the movie a quarter century ago.  There are so many 
parallels to our stories as Christians.  There are so many themes in the movie that provoke good conversations about 
faith.  As I write this, I have not yet seen the new photorealistic version, but look forward to experiencing it.  Perhaps 
the new version lifts up these themes that we share as people of faith: 
 

As the story begins, Simba is presented to the community as a child of the king.  This identity is a gift, a reality beyond 
his own making.  So too, we are children of God.  This is a gift, a reality beyond our own making.  As the story moves 
along, Simba faces heartbreaking loss and death.  He runs from his identity and responsibilities that go with it.  Yet the 
community will not give up on him, and Rafiki, a priestly member of the community, reminds him of his identity.   
Likewise, we remind one another that we are beloved “children of the King” and have responsibilities as citizens in 
God’s kingdom.   
 

There is much more that we can consider in our stories as people and a community of faith in this Disney story.   
Perhaps these reflections will prompt you to consider your faith journey and your family if you see the new Lion King or 
revisit the classic.  If you have reflections to share about your faith or our life together, please do share them. 
 

In the meantime, know that we thank God for you and your journey as a child of the King. 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Jeff 

Connect with one another and with God in leading worship. Be 

part of a group that rehearses regularly or shows up for a  

seasonal pop-up ensemble. Offer your gift of speaking, or  

respond to a nudge to serve.  2019-2020 season start-up dates 

and staff contact info below: 

  

Bethlehem Choir rehearses Sundays 9:40-10:25 a.m. in the 

Music Room and sings many Sundays during the school year at 

10:45 plus Christmas Eve and Easter Sunday.  All singers  

middle school and up are welcome.  Rehearsals begin Sunday, 

September 8. Contact Kr is Wollman at 225-9740. 
  

BLC Handbell rehearsals begin Monday, September 9 at 

5:15 p.m. in the Sanctuary.  New ringers are welcome.  If you 

have never played handbells before and are curious to know 

more, contact Kris 225-9740. 
  

Do you play an instrument or sing and would like to 

share your music as part of worship?  Contact Kris Wollman 

(Director of Worship and Music) or Sanessa Lindemann and 

Cody Swanson (Co-Music Coordinators of Wednesday  

Contemporary Worship) 225-9740.  Musicians of every age are 

needed at all our weekly worships. 
  

Vocal Works is a vocal ensemble (singers high school age 

and up) that rehearse two Wednesday evenings a month from 

5:30- 6:15 p.m. and sing one Sunday a month at 8:30 worship 

and during Holy Week.  Our first rehearsal and info meeting of 

the season is Wednesday, September 11 at 5:30 p.m. in the  

Music Room.  Sing as many months that work in your  

schedule.  Contact Kris Wollman at 225-9740 with any  

questions. 
  

Run PowerPoint at our Sanctuary worships.  Anyone with 

a little training, who can push a button to turn on a projector and 

advance a screen on a computer can be trained to run Power-

Point!  Talk with any PowerPoint team member sitting at the 

laptop by the sound board in the sanctuary before or after  

worship to get started or contact Kris Wollman at 225-9740. 
  

Assisting Ministers:  If you are interested in leading the  

congregation in prayer, the Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, and  

reading of scripture, you are invited to be an Assisting  

Minister.  Visit with any of our Pastors or Kris Wollman to hear 

more about this ministry leadership opportunity. 
  

Communion Servers:  Communion is served several 

times a month at Bethlehem.  If you would like to experience 

serving communion, visit with any staff person or leave your 

name and phone number at the welcome desk or church  

office.  Worship staff will contact you about serving.  Training 

is provided.  

How can I help lead worship? 
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We are gearing up for Pre-K to start in the 
upcoming weeks and are looking forward to 
having a new group of children at the 
church!   
 
Pre-K Summer Adventures was held from 
August 5-8 and was an opportunity for the 
children to become more familiar with the 
Pre-K setting and help them feel more  

comfortable on the first day of school.  Our week was filled with  
stories, crafts, music, outdoor play, Bible time, and lots of summer-
time fun!  We're looking forward to a great school year and can't wait 
to watch the children learn and grow throughout the year.   
 
Reminder: With school starting soon we will begin collecting 
Ken’s and Kessler’s grocery receipts.  Please place them in the 
bin on top of the cubbies by the Pre-K classroom.  We appreciate 
your support! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you purchase school or office supplies 
at Office Max, Bethlehem Pre-K will  
receive 5% back in credit for FREE  
supplies when you make a purchase of 
qualifying products and provide our 
school ID at checkout!   
 

Bethlehem Lutheran Pre-K 
School ID:  70238847 
 

Thanks in advance for helping our 
school! 

Like kids?  Want to make some money??   
 

We are looking to fill some openings within our Children’s Ministries 
department.  Apply for one or more positions today if you love kids 
and would like to work in the Bethlehem environment!  If you have 
questions, check in with Melissa Zastrow, Director of Children’s  
Ministries (mzastrow@bethlehemaberdeen.org) or Janis Heier,  
Director of Administration (jheier@bethlehemaberdeen.org) at our 
emails or by phone at (605) 225-9740.  To apply, go to the Bethlehem 
website and click on “position openings” under the “about us” tab.  
Paper applications are also available at the church office.  All  
applicants must be 18 years of age and will be required to submit to a 
background check. 
 

Nursery Attendant Substitutes: Watch babies through four year 
olds while parents attend worship, adult education opportunities, and 
volunteer in the Christian Education programs.  Apply for this position 
if you are free Sunday mornings and/or Wednesday late afternoon/
evenings.  We are looking for substitutes for when our regular nursery 
attendant is unavailable. 
 

Daycare Assistant: If you enjoy preschool aged (4-5) children and 
working with others, we have a job for you. Supervise children  
enrolled in our Pre-Kindergarten program while they are not at 
school. While the kids are working on "school stuff" in Pre-K, the focus 
in the daycare is on free play, practicing good manners, and getting 
along with others. Our daycare is open from 7:30-5:30 Monday 
through Friday. Scheduled hours will vary.  We are looking for people 
who would like to work between 10 and 25 hours per week through-
out the school year. If you have questions, please contact Melissa 
through the church office at (605) 225-9740. Applications available at 
the church office or on our website at www.bethlehemaberdeen.org. 

Receiving a Bible is a big milestone 
in one’s faith life.  Thank you to our  

congregation for their continued support 
in providing Bibles for children of  
Bethlehem.  Students entering grade 
three receive an NRSV Bible and those 
starting the preschool class receive a 
story Bible.  Students new to our  
programs at different grades also receive 
an age appropriate Bible if they don’t 
have one.   
 
We will be handing out Bibles and  
celebrating with families at the 8:30 
and 10:00 services on August 25th and 
the 6:15 service on August 28th.  
Families – If you have a child who should 
be getting a Bible, be looking for a  
reminder postcard a week or two before 
these dates.  We will only have postcard 
reminders and Bibles ready for children 
who are registered for Christian  
Education (either Sunday or Wednesday 
School) so please do this promptly if you 
haven’t already done so.  We look  
forward to seeing you soon! 
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Registration is open for the 2019-2020 Christian Education year 
 
If you are planning on having any children in Sunday or Wednesday School and haven’t registered them yet, put this down and 
do it right now! :) Classes are filling up and groups are close to done. Visit the links below to sign up according to your child's 
grade: 

 2 years old through 5th grade: www.bethlehemaberdeen.org/ministries/children 
 Middle School: www.bethlehemaberdeen.org/ministries/middle-school  
 High School: www.bethlehemaberdeen.org/ministries/high-school 

Sunday School Kickoff is  
September 8th!   

 

Come to the Sanctuary at 9:40 for an introduction from 
Melissa.  Then, help your child make a “Peace be upon 
you” backpack tag and engage in a family activity of 
your choosing in one of the classrooms.  We’ll conclude 
with music in the Re-Creation Center at 10:25.  Don’t 
miss this fun, family-focused first week of the year!!  
The activity and music time is fluid so parents with older 
kids can attend their orientations as needed.  Plan to 
stick around for 10:45 worship, and our picnic with fun 
and games after!  If you have any questions, contact 
Melissa Zastrow. 

Wednesday School will begin on  
September 11th!   

 

Please plan to stay with your child the first day as we 
dive into the year.  Everyone will start with music right 
at 4:45 in the Re-Creation Center.  Melissa will then talk 
for a bit to get us set for the year.  You’ll then head out to 
an activity in one or two of the classrooms.  We’ll have 
signs up letting students know what classroom or group 
they’ll be in for the year.  Be sure to plan ahead so you 
are free to join us in this Wednesday School Kickoff!  Stay 
for supper and worship (6:15) for a great afternoon and 
evening! 

Help wanted!! 
 

With Christian Education starting up soon, we are looking for more leaders!  The children of many of our faithful volunteers 
are no longer in elementary school so we are looking for some new people.  If you’ve wondered if maybe you could/should 
help, that might be the Holy Spirit nudging you to get involved. 
 

If you enjoy children, we can find a way for you to help.  It’s amazing how much you grow as you help the children learn.  
Join us as we travel through Bible stories and learn more about how much we are loved and how we can spread that love 
throughout our families, schools, and communities. 
 

If you are interested in helping or just curious about what that might look like, get in touch with Melissa for a no-pressure,  
no-commitment chat. 

Training for all Christian  
Education volunteers will be on 
Tuesday, August 27 at 6:00 p.m. 

in the Fellowship Hall.   
 

If you can’t make that, you can schedule a time to get 
your materials and training information with Melissa.  

We have a couple of new things this year so all teachers 
and shepherds are encouraged to attend! 

First Communion Class 
 

We will be offering First Communion classes this fall.  If 
you think your child will be interested, start talking about 
it at home with them.  Check back next month for specific 
dates.  If you want a guide of when your child might be 
ready, many students at BLC start taking communion 
sometime between third and fifth grade. 
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Middle and High School Christian Ed Start Ups 

Route 67 Kids and Parents 
Orientation 

 

Sunday, September 8  
10:00 AM 

Youth Center 
 

Wednesday, September 11 
7:00 PM 

Youth Center 
 

Not Registered?  Forms in “Stuff 
Rack” outside Denny’s office or  

register online at: 
www.bethlehemaberdeen.org/

ministries/middle-school  
   

Talk to Denny if you have questions.    

Bridge8 Kids and Parents 
Orientation 

 

Sunday, September 8 
9:40 AM 

Fireside Room 
 

Wednesday, September 11 
7:00 PM 

Re-Creation Center 
 

Not Registered?  Forms in “Stuff 
Rack” outside Denny’s office or  

register online at: 
www.bethlehemaberdeen.org/

ministries/middle-school  
 

Talk to Denny if you have questions. 

9th Grade Confirmation 
Fall Small Groups 

 

Sunday, September 8   
10:15 AM 

Conference Room 1 
 

Wednesday, September 11 
7:00 PM 

Classrooms 
 

Not Registered?  Forms in “Stuff 
Rack” outside Denny’s office or  

register online at: 
www.bethlehemaberdeen.org/

ministries/high-school 
   

Talk to Pastor Kevin if you have 
questions.    

High School 
Day Trip 

Monday, October 14 
 

No School, no problem!  Join 
us for a Laser Tag High School 
Day Trip to Sioux Falls.  More 
info to come later!  Talk to 
Denny if you have questions. 

10th Grade Confirmation  
 

Students meet with Pastor Jeff  
Wednesday evenings starting September 4 

at 7:10 in the Chapel 
Please note this date is an earlier start for this  

ministry! 
 

Talk to Pastor Jeff if you have questions.    

High School  
Caribou Conversations 

 

To be held at the one and only 
Caribou!  We’ll talk about Jesus 

and connecting His heart through your heart! 
 
Watch for more details coming soon! Talk to Denny if 
you have questions! 

Do you have a middle or high 
school student who likes  

working with kids?   
 

We’d love to have their assistance with Sunday and 
Wednesday School.  Assistants can help kids with 
projects, get involved with music, calm anxious chil-
dren, and help teach lessons if they are interested.  If 
you have a youth in grades 6-12 who would like to 
help, have them chat with Melissa to get on the list! 
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The Art of Creating a Beautiful and Peaceful Home 
August 23, 2019 from 12:10 - 12:55 in The Hub 

 

My people will abide in a peaceful habitation, in secure dwellings, and in quiet  

resting places.  - Isaiah 32:18    
 

Is it your desire to make your home attractive, and yet a peaceful, warm, welcoming place to 

live in, free from chaos and disorganization?  If so, you’ll be inspired when you join us for 

our next Spark Joy on  Friday, August 23, at 12:10 - 12:55 p.m. in The Hub.  DeAnn Reif, 

Design Consultant at Ultimate Kitchen & Bath, will share her expertise and knowledge 

about the importance and joy of organized space in our homes.  God is a God of beauty,  

order, and detail.  This session will be a blessing to those seeking peace and tranquility in 

their everyday surroundings.  We welcome you and invite you to bring a friend! 

 

The Art of Kindness 
September 20, 2019 from 12:10 - 12:55 in The Hub 

 

The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, KINDNESS, generosity, faithfulness, 

gentleness, and self-control.  There is no law against such things.  - Galatians 5:22    

 

We invite you to join us on Friday, September 20th to hear an inspiring message from  

Nicole J. Phillips.  Nicole is a National Kindness Champion and is a sought after speaker to 

share her expertise with churches and corporations for using kindness to overcome all of life’s 

difficulties and spread the love of Jesus!  She is the author of the books, Kindness is  

Contagious and Kindness is Courageous, host of the The Kindness Podcast, writes a kindness 

story weekly for The Forum and shares kindness tips weekly on Faith Radio airing on 17 

radio stations in the Midwest.  She has also been seen on Hallmark Home & Family Show, Good Morning San Diego, and The 

Morning Blend (Milwaukee, WI).    
 

Nicole Phillips is a Kindness Champion and will inspire you to live a more meaningful and productive life, showing why  

kindness really does matter.  Her captivating authenticity will challenge you to change the way you live and think. We invite 

you to this opportunity to spark joy in your life because the life you transform with kindness is your own and kindness IS  

contagious.  Nicole recently moved to Aberdeen, has three children and is married to Northern State University Men’s  

Basketball Coach, Saul Phillips. 

Opportunities for Adults 
to Learn & Grow 

 

We are exploring offering an "Adult Confirmation" 
experience.  This interactive learning opportunity 
would be open to adults of any age who would 
like to explore the basics of our faith.  We'll look 
at the promises of the confirmation service as 
well as the topics of confirmation instruction: the 
10 Commandments, Creed and Lord's Prayer, and 
the sacraments of baptism and holy communion. 
If you are interested, contact Pr. Rhia or Pr. Jeff.  
Watch for more information. 

Tuesday Ladies 
 

Join the Tuesday Ladies at 7:00 p.m. in the Fireside 

Room on September 3rd as they start their first 

book of the new school year.   

 

Have you ever felt poor, uneducated, quick-tempered, 

and full of doubts and fears?  If so, you are like  

Simon Peter.  They will be discussing an ordinary guy 

who heard and followed God's extraordinary call.  

You will discover how you have special gifts, talents, 

and abilities that God can use to make a difference 

today. If you would like a book and want to join the 

Adam Hamilton study Simon Peter: Flawed but  

Faithful Disciple, you can get them from Deb Hardy 
or the church office. 

Baptism Orientation 
Anyone considering baptism or just interested in  

learning more about baptism is invited to attend  

baptism orientation on Sunday, September 15th at noon 

in the Chapel. 
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Aging Gracefully 

A group gathering to celebrate faith, community and education. 

 

Taking care of your brain is just as important as taking care of any 

other part of your body.  Dr. Kathi Herreid, a Gerontologist 

from the Alzheimer Association of South Dakota, will be here 

on August 13 at 2:00 p.m. to  provide the most current  

research findings and practical information on ways to  

maintain a healthy brain.  Grab a fr iend and join us for  Dr. 

Herreid’s presentation, “10 Signs of Alzheimer Disease.”  
 

Aging Gracefully meets the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 2:00 in 

the East Fellowship Hall.  Refreshments will be served.  Please 

call the church office at 225-9740 to RSVP.  
 

Looking Ahead: September 10 will be “Medicare Basics!” 

2019 Healthy Aging Resource Fair 
 

Bethlehem is honored to host the 2019 Healthy Aging  
Resource Fair once again.  On Thursday, October 3 from  

12:30 - 3:00 p.m. over 60 vendors will be available to offer  
information and various screenings.  Includes: expert speakers, 

flu shots and door prizes. This is a free informative health fair  
featuring resources, programs and services provided throughout 
the Aberdeen area.  Watch for more information coming soon! 

Bethlehem Lutheran 
Piecemakers Quilt Sale 

Sunday, September 22  
7:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

 

Wednesday, September 25 
4:00 - 7:00 p.m. 

 

Piecemakers will be holding a quilt sale on 
the dates listed above.  There are lots of 
nice quilts, baby blankets and lap robes.  

Quilts will be sold for $40 each with  
proceeds from this sale go toward shipping 
costs for getting the rest of our quilts to the 

Lutheran World Relief Warehouse in the 
Twin Cities, and to Lutheran World Relief to 

help with costs to ship quilts throughout 
the world.  We sincerely thank you for your 

support! 

Griefshare 
A new session of Griefshare will begin Tuesday, September 
10 from 5:30-7:00 p.m. in the East Fellowship Hall.  If you or 
someone you know has recently gone through the loss of a 
loved one, Griefshare offers a safe and confidential place to 
connect with others and be reminded of God’s love through 
loss and grief.   
 

Good Grief 
A new ministry for folks who have graduated from Griefshare 
(attended at least two times) and would still value small group 
connection surrounding grief and loss.  The group will open 
by reading a piece of scripture and allow the Holy Spirit to 
guide the conversation.  Beginning September 10 from 5:30-
6:30 in the Hub. 

Home Communion  

Ministers Needed 
 

Do you enjoy visiting with people?  Do you 

have one free hour a month? The Pastoral Care 

Team is looking for volunteers to expand our 

Home Communion Ministry.  This is a simple 

way to make a big impact in people’s lives.  

We will supply you with everything you need 

as well as simple training.   

 

In addition, if you are aware of someone that 

could benefit from receiving home communion, 

please notify the church office.  Please contact 

Pastoral Care Minister Ann Rasmussen at 

225-9740. 

Friends and Fellowship 
Friends and Fellowship will meet on Thursday, August 22 in  

Bethlehem’s Fireside Room at 1:00 p.m. to play Mexican  

Dominos. Please RSVP to Joan Foss at 262-0776 or Delores 

Wagenmann at 216-9279 by August 19 so tables/chairs can be  

arranged. Also please let us know if you will bring a snack to share. 

Study and Share 
Saturday, September 14 

9:00 a.m. in the Fireside Room 
 

Study and Share is a monthly Bible study for all 
women.  The fall series will be selections of Old 

Testament poetry from Job, Psalms,  
Lamentations, and Song of Solomon, by  

Dr. Anna Madden, for help in stewarding our 
deep emotions, finding hope and grace along 

the way.  The September study will be 
“Stewarding the Angst of Anger.”  Following 

Study and Share, the Women of the ELCA 
(WELCA) coordinating committee will meet to 
plan events for all Women of Bethlehem and 

you are invited to participate.  Call Stacey 
Pence for more information, 380-7946. 
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President Jason Uttermark called the meeting to order.  For 
devotions, Pr. Jeff led Dwelling in the Word experience with 
Ephesians 2:8-22 (NRSV).  Joint Commission members 
shared what captured their imagination in the passage as 
well as how this passage helps us to imagine what God may 
be doing in our lives and church now. 
 
Membership Changes:   
 MEMBERS ADDED  
  Baptisms: McKinley Ann Yorek 6/22/2019; Addyson  
  Rose Nash 7/14/2019; Aubree Lynn Mickelson  
  7/14/2019; Bexten Lee Batty 7/14/2019 
 MEMBERS REMOVED:   
  Death:  Cindy Koerner 6/19/2019; Ken Medenwald  
  6/26/2019; Dan Meyer 6/28/2019  
  Transferred:  Nancy Hanson transferred to Bethlehem  
  Lutheran Church in St. Cloud, MN 6/29/2019 
  Moved:   Dawn Fontenelle moved to Brandon, MN  
  6/24/2019; Coryn Newcomb moved to Brandon, MN  
  6/24/2019; Jerome Ketelhut moved to Sioux Falls, SD  
  7/8/2019 
 
Caring Conversation:   
The Joint Commission reflected on BLC’s mission, vision and 
values and our wedding practices.  The Joint Commission 
approved the following marriage practice:    
 Bethlehem has a practice of faithfully considering the  
 marriage celebration for any couple legally capable of 
 making the commitment.  Bethlehem entrusts its pastors 
 to faithfully carry out Bethlehem’s ministries, Values and 
 Mission, all with the help of God.  This practice entrusts 
 the pastors to consider the couple’s well-being, maturity, 
 faith, and readiness for marriage, and the discretion to 
 refuse to marry a couple if one or both are deemed  
 unready or unprepared for the commitment of marriage. 
 
Collaborating – Reports from each of the teams were 
shared including: 
EXECUTIVE LEADERSHIP TEAM:  Discussed a fall financial 
appeal with a threefold focus:  Fully fund vibrant ministries, 
Facility Updates & Mortgage.   
 

Pr. Rhia is planning a group trip to the Holy Land later in 
2020.    
 

Pr Jeff has been invited to go to Nicaragua this fall and do 
some teaching with the leaders of the church there.  The 

Joint Commission encouraged he go if safety and funding 
work out. 
 
SANCTUARY TASK FORCE: The Task Force is still gathering 
bids.  The master calendar has been adjusted to block off 
the use of the Sanctuary for weddings for the dates of July 6 
– July 30, 2020 to allow the work to be completed.   
 
SAFETY & SECURITY TASK FORCE:  Continuing work on 
other systems throughout the building.  
 
FINANCIAL RESOURCES TEAM:  Received a financial up-
date for the month of June 2019.   
   
HUMAN RESOURCES TEAM:  Shared staffing updates. 
 
PROPERTY RESOURCES TEAM:  Reviewing the facility for 
future needs and preliminary exploration of possibility of 
some of BLC grounds be transitioned to native plantings to 
reduce care needs and increase natural area. 
 
WORSHIP MINISTRY TEAM:  The Summer Wednesday 
5:30 worship experiment has not brought the participation 
hoped for.  Likely will complete this experiment at the end 
of July.  
 
TEACHING MINISTRY TEAM:  Christian Education  
registration has begun.  Continuing to look for Wednesday 
& Sunday School teachers, shepherds, assistants, etc. 
  
SERVING MINISTRY TEAM:  The team discussed the Good 
Samaritan Fund (formerly the Social Concerns Fund).   
Looking at ways to raise money for this fund.  The post  
prison re-entry team was discussed.  Discussed having family  
serving projects such as visiting nursing homes. The Seed the 
Need Project is still going.  We have a list of names of  
people who are willing to help with needs. 
 
YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRY TEAM: They are in the initial 
planning for the 5K although no date has been selected.  
There were 66 youth that attended Lutherans Outdoors 
camps this summer. 
 
The meeting closed with prayers of thanks and help. 
 

JOINT COMMISSION HIGHLIGHTS - JULY 16, 2019 
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MEET THE LEADERS OF BETHLEHEM 
Dennis Nelson - Property Resource Team 

Have you served on any 
teams in years past at 
BLC?   Yes, I have served 
over the years but the 
time on Church Council 
(Commission) at the old 
facility was very noted as 
we had the elections on 
whether or not to build a 
new church at a new 
location.  The first vote, 
as I recall, was a no be-
cause there were many 
who did not want to vote 

for it until it was determined what would happen to the 
stained glass in the old church.  Finally, the second vote 
was a yes to build but only by 14 votes.  I was also on a 
committee to plan for the walk from the old church to 
the new.   
 

Background:  I graduated from New Effington High 
School and then attended Northern State College.  I grad-
uated with a BS Majoring in Special Education and a Ma-
jor in Industrial Arts. 
 

Family:  I am married to my wife, Rae, for nearly 50 years 
with one son, Sean and daughter-in-law Jen. 
 

Work:  Retired is my profession, but I worked for 17 
years as Director of the Adjustment Training Center, 7 
years as Director of New Beginnings Center and 12 years 
for the USPS. 
 

Hobbies:  My hobbies include hunting, fishing, boating, 
gardening, providing programs for schools and nursing 
homes and active in Veterans’ issues.   

How long have you been a member of BLC?  We have 
been members for 46 years. 
 

What keeps you at Bethlehem?  The picture we paint 
and the things that we do. 
 

How have the ministries at BLC affected your life and 
your faith?  We love to hear the stories from the  
wonderful clergy and staff, be involved in the wonderful 
facility and with the congregation that is the best! 
 

How has your involvement with your team affected 
your perspective of this church and/or yourself?  Few 
people are aware of all the things that need to be  
monitored, from roof tops to all equipment, to curb and 
parking, to grounds.  Some need to be replaced  
periodically and some need testing and repair.   
Maintenance schedules are done on many, but not all 
items but this is being worked on by staff and teams.  We 
always have opening prayer by one of the members, 
which helps us focus.   
 

What is the biggest challenge placed before your team?  
Many times the biggest challenge is something needing 
replacement but the costs are not in the budget. 
 

If you had to pick one current ministry at BLC you think 
instrumental for the future development of this church, 
what would that be?   We are proud to say that we are 
from Bethlehem, but I am not sure if I would pick one 
ministry over another.  I would instead say that the vari-
ous ministries of our church are comparable to the four 
wheels on a car.  Which one is the most important? 

Coming Soon… 

New Member  
Orientation  

 
Watch for more information or contact Doug 

Eisenbeisz at the church or email him at 
deisenbeisz@bethlehemaberdeen.org with any 

questions. 

Blood Drive 
 

Bethlehem will be hosting a blood drive on Sunday, October 6 
in the East Fellowship Hall.  Contact Doug Eisenbeisz at  
225-9740 for more information. 

Above: Dennis & Rae Nelson  
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FINANCIAL UPDATE - JUNE 2019 
GENERAL FUND    

Analysis of Budgeted Revenues & Expenses  MTD    2019 YTD  

Revenues    $              96,920    $             797,351  

Expenditures   $            112,152    $             758,611  

Net Operating  $             (15,232)    $               38,740  

    

Summary of Assets & Liabilities    

Cash & Cash Equivalents  $            484,202    

Accounts Receivable  $                       -    

Accounts Payable due within 30 days  $             (29,336)   

Pre-paid fees  $                  (300)   

Due to Restricted Funds  $               (1,550)   

Reserved for Others/Designated accounts  $           (114,982)   

Due to Mortgage Fund  $           (111,275)   

Total Unrestricted Cash Assets  $            226,759    

    

MORTGAGE & FUTURE MAINTENANCE FUNDS    

Income Statement  MTD    2019 YTD   

Revenues, Investment Activity & Other Sources   $              15,884    $               88,613  

Expenditures   $                6,805    $               45,507  

Net Operating   $                9,079     $               43,106  

    

Summary of Assets & Liabilities    

Cash & Cash Equivalents  $            173,377    

Due from General Fund for Mortgage Fund  $            111,275    

Total Mortgage Fund Assets  $            284,652    

    

Future Maintenance Account Cash Assets  $              29,671    

    

Mortgage Loan Payable  $          2,021,869    

Monthly Mortgage Payment  $              13,238    

    

SPECIAL DESIGNATED FUNDS    

Restricted Accounts (Good Samaritan Fund, WELCA, Memorials, GracePlace 
Bookstore, HUB Coffee Shop, Prairie Mindset Scholarship)  $              72,628    

Endowment Fund  $            539,296    
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MEMORIALS AND HONORARIUMS 
General Fund Memorials 

Given in memory of Lana Rozell by: Brandi Fries 
Given in memory of Cindy Koerner by: Darlene Atkinson, Sandra 
Maier, Oscar & Carol Fiedler, Gerald & Gay Nichols 
Given in memory of Leda Heupel by: Oscar & Carol Fiedler 
Given in memory of Jeny Beneth by: Linda & Larry Kirnan 
Given in memory of Julie Johnson by: Linda & Larry Kirnan 
Given in memory of Jordan Graves by: Linda & Larry Kirnan 
Given in memory of Thomas Gross by: Linda & Larry Kirnan 
Given in memory of Forest (Frosty) Helgerson by: Linda & Larry 
Kirnan 
Given in memory of Trudy Peterson by: Lonny & Brenda Bahr, 
Linda Siefkes 
Given in memory of Lana Rozell by: Roger Rozell, Roy Ogren, 
Ralph & June Stiles, Joyce Guhin, Joy Wiedebush, Gary & Mary Jo 
Maxwell, Dale & Bonnie Larson, Evan & Millie Harris, Brett Holler, 
Gary & Kristie Kuhfeld, Roger Schuller 
 

Wednesday Night Supper Memorials 
Given in memory of Hugo Carlson by: Arliss Alberts 
 

Kitchen Fund Memorials 
Given in memory of Leda Heupel by: Helen Anderson 
 

Mortgage Fund Memorials 
Given in memory of Cindy Koerner by: Harriet Heupel, Don & 
Linda Fischer, Terry & Lorie Gilchrist 
 

Organ Fund Memorials 
Given in memory of Cindy Koerner by: Marlys Sutten 
Given in memory of Trudy Peterson by: Maxine Holmes 
 

Worship and Music Memorials 
Given in memory of Cindy Koerner by: Terry & Shirley Ochsner 
 

Wednesday Night Supper Honorarium 
Given in honor of Larry & Linda Kirnan’s 57th Wedding  
Anniversary by: Arliss Alberts 
 

Do we have your 
current information?   

We want to keep you informed.  If you have moved, cancelled your 
land line, or changed your email address please let the church office 

know.  Call us at 605-225-9740 or email at 
office@bethlehemaberdeen.org.  You can also update your information 
line at: www.bethlehemaberdeen.org/about-us/membership-update 

Thank You and Financial Update 

Thank you for sharing your time, talent and financial  
offerings for the glory of God and in support of the  
ministries of Bethlehem.  Because of you, the Bethlehem 
congregation has been deeply blessed for generations.  
 
Due to the timing of the press deadline for this edition of 
the Journal For The Journey, our July Financial report is 
not yet available.  The financial update included is for 
June, which is our mid-year point in our fiscal year.  Key 
highlights include: 
 
 Although the month of June closed with a deficit, 

year to date operations reflect a positive net  
operating balance of $38,740.  Thank you for your 
support. 

 Our actual expenditures are less than our budget  
anticipations despite the $33,617 in snow removal 
expenditures.  We budget for snow removal based 

on historical averages.  We budgeted $14,250 for 
snow removal. 

 
If you are interested in providing your offering gifts elec-
tronically, please visit the secure portal on our website at 
www.bethlehemaberdeen.org or visit our staff in our Busi-
ness Office.  A kiosk is also available in the Narthex. 
Please join us in praying for stewardship. 
 
Gracious God, we thank you for your generous blessings 

entrusted to us - time, talents, and treasures.  We 
acknowledge you are the strength and power which ena-
bles us to follow your call to be generous.  Help us to re-

member that these blessings truly belong to you God. May 
we live out this stewardship opportunity by welcoming, 

worshipping, teaching, and serving. Open our hearts and 
minds to new experiences as we grow our relationship 

with you and your people.  Amen 

mailto:office@bethlehemaberdeen.org
http://www.bethlehemaberdeen.org
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We are a family of God 
journeying together in 
faith, touching lives by 
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office@bethlehemaberdeen.org 
 

 
 

Address Service Requested 

Fall Schedule  
Beginning Sunday, September 8 

& Wednesday, September 11 

 
Wednesdays:  

4:45 p.m. Wednesday School  
4:45 - 6:00 p.m. Supper  

6:15 p.m. Worship  
7:00 p.m. Route 67, Bridge8,  

9th & 10th Grade Confirmation 
 

Saturday Evenings:  
5:15 Traditional Worship  

in the Chapel  

 
Sunday Mornings:  

8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship  
9:40 a.m. Education Hour  

10:45 a.m. Blended Worship  
10:45 a.m. Radio Broadcast on 

1420 AM  
 

Transportation is available for 
Wednesday and Sunday  

Worship, contact the church 
office for more information.  

Find us on  
 
 
 
 

facebook.com/BethlehemAberdeen 

Children’s Ministry (2 years old 
through 5th Grade) 
Contact:  Melissa Zastrow; 
mzastrow@bethlehemaberdeen.org 
 

Middle & High School Ministry 
Contact:  Denny Smook;  
dsmook@bethlehemaberdeen.org 
 

Confirmation (Grades 9 & 10) 
Contact:  Pastor Kevin Bergeson; 
kbergeson@bethlehemaberdeen.org 
 

Adult Education & Ministries 
Contact:  Pastor Rhia Strohm; 
rstrohm@bethlehemaberdeen.org 

Baptisms and Weddings 
Contact:  Lori Carpenter; 
lcarpenter@bethlehemaberdeen.org 
 

Quilting/Piecemakers 
Contact:  Mary Zumm, 226-2144 
 

Music/Worship Opportunities: 
Contact:  Kris Wollman;  
kwollman@bethlehemaberdeen.org 
 

New Member Orientation 
Contact: Doug Eisenbeisz; 
deisenbeisz@bethlehemaberdeen.org 

Senior Adult Communion & Ice Cream Social 
 

You are invited to share in worship & fellowship as we gather together Tuesday, August 

20th at 2:00 p.m. We will sing, hear  the word and share holy communion in the 

Chapel and then move to the East Fellowship Hall for ice cream sundaes.   

 

It will be a wonderful time to connect with friends, the pastors, and pastoral care  

ministers.  Please feel free to bring your neighbors or friends.  RSVP to the church  

office at 225-9740 so we can plan for ice cream.  Bus rides are also available by calling 

the office. 

Interested In Learning More About… 


