
                                                                 

All Saints at Bethlehem
All Saints is a time to remember our loved ones who have died. To mark All
Saints at Bethlehem, our worship services include times to remember our
beloved departed. We’ll hear the names and see the faces of people of
Bethlehem who have died since last All Saints Day. We’ll have the
opportunity to light a candle and remember the light that shined and still
shines through our loved ones. Plan to bring a friend or family member to
share in this meaningful time of worship and remembering: Saturday,
October 31st at 5:15, Sunday, November 1st at 8:30 & 10:10, and
Wednesday, November 4th at 6:15.

Connecting with God, One Another 
& Our Mission in the World
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                          Advent Series: The Power of Yes

                   In this liminal time, there are so many reasons to not say yes. 

Even the small yeses in our daily lives feel riskier somehow. Decisions about where
we put our money, our time, our energy, our confidence, and our faith feel more
important than ever during these volatile times. We come from a history of people
who said yes. Throughout the story of the people of God, brave and faithful,
everyday people said yes to God. In Advent, these yeses are even more
significant. 

What does it take to get to yes? Why does it matter? Why does it matter that we
believe this? This is a story that we tell, that isn’t just on a page or in ancient tales,
but one that lives in our bones, and calls to us to say our own yes when we are
called into what God is doing now. 



Blessed People of Bethlehem,

This November, as we anticipate celebrating Thanksgiving, I want to clearly say, “Thank you!” Thank you for the
many ways that you are blessings in the community, in your everyday relationships, and in your participation
in the life of Bethlehem Lutheran Church.

There are times when I reflect on the reality of being a “transplanted Lutheran.” I am grateful for the gracious
way that the Lutheran Church welcomed my family many years ago when I was a teenager. At other times I
am struck by how deeply the Bethlehem and Lutheran worship have shaped me.

One element of Lutheran worship that is very powerful is one of the “old school” prayers in the Lutheran Book of
Worship (aka, the green hymnal). After the offering is received, the congregation joins the leader in praying:

Blessed are you,
O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts. With them
we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have
made, for the sake of him who gave himself for us,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

I invite you to pray this prayer, and to ponder this prayer as well.
What does this prayer teach about God?
What does this prayer teach us about what God is doing in our lives?
What does this prayer lead us to practice in our lives?
What does this prayer teach us about Jesus?

This month, we not only anticipate celebrating Thanksgiving, we also invite all the people of Bethlehem to
prayerfully plan how we all may “offer ourselves to [God’s] service and dedicate our lives to the care and
redemption of all that [God has] made.” We are indeed blessed to be a blessing.

Thank you for the many ways that you and your generosity make a difference at Bethlehem and beyond!

Pastor Jeff

FROM THE PASTOR

Regular Congregation Meeting
Sunday 9:30 A.M. on December 6, 2026

Each December the people of Bethlehem gather for a Congregation
Meeting to receive reports from our Teams and Committees as well as
elect leaders to begin serving in January. All are welcome to share in this
meeting and members of Bethlehem are encouraged to participate and
vote. 

If you are not able to participate in the meeting and would like a booklet
with the reports, nominated leaders, etc., please contact the church office.



Help support the 
Bethlehem Pre-K!

Bring your Kessler’s and Ken’s receipts to
church and place them in the containers
near the Pre-K Classroom or on top of the
coat rack near the Hub. Thank you for your
support!

                                        

                    Pre-K Registration
Opening Soon for the

2027-2028 School Year!

Registration for the 2027-2028 school year starts December
1st and we would love to have your family join us next year! 

Registration for both Pre-K or Pre-K including Out of School
Time (daycare) will be available online at:

www.bethlehemaberdeen.org/teach/pre-k
beginning at 7 a.m. on Tuesday, December 1st and will
continue until full. 

Registration is open to children of all faiths who will be 4 or 5
by September 1, 2027.  Spots typically fill quickly so register
early! 

Please contact Cyndi Holtz 
at choltz@bethlehemaberdeen.org or by phone at 
605-225-9740 with any questions or to schedule a tour.

Nursery Care
Bethlehem has a staffed nursery for children ages 3 and
younger during both the Sunday 8:30 and 10:10 services and
the Wednesday 6:15 service. The nursery is located in the
Education Wing in room E5.

                      First Communion Class
                                             First Communion class will be held on Saturday, December 5 from 10:00 – 11:00 a.m. in the  
                                                     Chapel. Following the class, First Communion will take place in worship on Sunday,     
                                          December 6 or Wednesday, December 9.

At Bethlehem, families are welcome to decide when their children will receive First Communion. Most children take
the class in mid to upper elementary. Older students are always welcome as well.

Registration with the church office by November  30 is required. Contact Cyndi Holtz, Director of
Children’s Ministries, at 225-9740 or choltz@bethlehemaberdeen.org with any questions.

Families Worship Together 
- All Saints Sunday

November 1 at 10:10 in the Sanctuary

This is a worship together weekend when we encourage
families to worship together. We will not have Sunday
School or Route 67 so those students can join us for the
whole worship service, but we will have childcare for
children 3 and under in the nursery. If you are in town,
plan to worship in person, and if you are traveling or out
of town, join us by worshiping online.

                       
                             Bethlehem 

                                          Pre-K Update

We have been having a fun time in Pre-K! Coming
up in November/December we will be making fun
holiday crafts, learning our songs for our
Christmas program, and decorating our own
gingerbread cookies! Some new things we will be
learning about are our Solar System, Winter, and
the meaning behind Thanksgiving and Christmas.
We are excited for more to come!

Pre-Kindergarten 
Prayer Pillow Milestone

November 15 & 18
 

Children in Pre-Kindergarten will celebrate a Prayer
Pillow Milestone with a parent/child learning event

on Sunday, November 15 at 9:40 in Conference
Room 1 or Wednesday, November 18 at 5:15 in

Conference Room 1. If you have any questions or
are not able to attend either of these times, please

contact Cyndi Holtz at
choltz@bethlehemaberdeen.org or 

225-9740 to schedule a time to meet and get your
child their prayer pillow and prayer cards. 

mailto:choltz@bethlehemaberdeen.org
mailto:cbishop@bethlehemaberdeen.org
mailto:choltz@bethlehemaberdeen.org


             Book Fair

Parents, grandparents, and book lovers: We will
be holding a Scholastic Book Fair during worship
and Christian Education hours on Sunday,
November 8 and Wednesday, November 11
during Wednesday School, supper and worship.

Come pick up some books and support the
Bethlehem Pre-K Program. Stock up for
upcoming birthdays, the holidays and cozy
reading time during the upcoming cold, winter
months.

Wednesday School & Route 67 
All Saints Family Worship Service

Wednesday, November 4 at 5:15 in the Sanctuary

On November 4 we are asking that Wednesday School &
Route 67 parents attend a special worship time
together with their children.

Parents and kids are asked to meet in the Sanctuary at
5:15 for a simple and short worship service. This will take
the place of Wednesday School/Route 67. We will still plan
to be done by 5:45.

We look forward to sharing this worship service with you!

Angel Tree
The Teaching Ministry Team will once again be putting
together an Angel Tree. This year’s tree will be collecting
items for Midwest Street Medicine as well as Bethlehem
members and friends at local Senior Living Facilities.

The tree will be up the week of November 16. Please take a
tag and return all items, with your tag, by Wednesday,
December 9. Thank you for your support!

No Wednesday School 
on November 25th.

No Sunday School on
November 29th.

Route 67 Updates!
                                                       We have been learning about some great stories from the Old Testament this year. We            
                                                        have read about great faith, disobeying God’s commands, God’s mercy and God’s    
                                                        everlasting promises. We’ve also had some fun and lots of treats!

                                                        October was filled with lots of fun and excitement! We had ice cream (:! We reviewed     
                                                        what we learned through a fun, competitive game. We also built relationships and  
                                                        experienced camp life at NeSoDak Bible Camp. It will be hard to top all of that, but
November and December have their own special fun days too!

Thank you for being a part of Route 67. It is so good to see everyone, every week. Remember, you can always bring a
friend too!

Here is a look at the schedule for the upcoming weeks:
November 1st and 4th: NO ROUTE 67 – Family Worship in the Sanctuary for All Saints Day
November 8th and 11th: Reflection Day! – Exodus 14:1-30 (The Red Sea)
November 15th and 18th: Surprise Day! – 1 Kings 17:8-16 (Elijah & The Widow)
November 22nd (Sunday): Treat Day! – (Christ the King)
November 25th (Wednesday): NO ROUTE 67 – Thanksgiving Day holiday
November 29th (Sunday): NO ROUTE 67 – Thanksgiving Day holiday
December 2nd (Wednesday): Treat Day! – (Christ the King)
December 6th and 9th: Game Day! – Matthew 3:1-12 (John Said Yes)

Children’s Christmas Music

Sunday School kids in Preschool through 4th Grade
will sing in worship on Sunday, December 13 at 10:10
a.m.

Wednesday School kids in Preschool through 4th
Grade will sing in worship on Wednesday, December
16 at 6:15.



2027 ELCA Youth Gathering – Minneapolis, MN
We will officially be registering for the ELCA Youth Gathering in 2027. The gathering will be June 28-July 2, 2027. It is
open to all students entering the 7th-12th grades in the fall of 2026. 

If you are interested in this trip and/or the Youth Gathering experience, please connect with me as soon as possible.

Visit the Bethlehem Lutheran website to register. Click on the “TEACH” tab and then the “YOUTH 6TH -10TH” dropdown.
The youth gathering will be featuring a new format and lots (I mean LOTS!) of fun, entertainment, food, new friends
and more!

If you are interested, but want more information, please connect with Stan.

Remember, we need you (students and adult leaders) to make this the best event yet!!

Stan’s contact info:
Phone (605) 225-9740 ext. 113
Email: sjung@bethlehemaberdeen.org

Middle School Mission Trip 
Duluth, MN - June 13-18, 2027

Our middle school will once again be setting their
sights on the beautiful city of Duluth, MN. Duluth is one
of the top requested places to go for a summer
mission trip, for many reasons. Join us for a great time
and awesome experience!

If you are interested in this trip and/or the mission trip
experience, please connect with me as soon as
possible.

 There is a link on the BLC website (BLC website, TEACH
tab, YOUTH 6TH -10TH dropdown, scroll down to ROUTE
67 and select the 2027 MIDDLE SCHOOL MISSION TRIP –
DULUTH button) to register. Registration and deposit
are due January 1st , so don’t delay! Please connect
with Stan for more information.

Students currently in grades 6th – 9th are eligible to
attend. We are also seeking adult leaders to travel
with us. If you are interested, please connect with Stan.

Stan’s contact info:
Phone (605) 225-9740 ext. 113
Email: sjung@bethlehemaberdeen.org

2026 College/Tech School
Freshmen Care Packages

The Youth and Young Adult Ministry Team will be
sending care packages to college and tech school

Freshmen (and 1  year workforce too!) just in time for
finals again this year! Packages will be mailed out

the week of Thanksgiving. If you had a graduate this
past spring, or you know one that you would like a

care package sent to, please forward that
information (name and mailing address) to Stan at
the church office. A $25 donation to help purchase
items and cover shipping is appreciated, but not

required. We will also accept donations!

st

                            Holiday Fundraiser 2026          
                            Christmas Wreaths               
                            and More!

                                The BLC youth will be selling Christmas
Wreaths, Garland, Crosses, Mantle Pieces, Door Swags,
Porch Pots and more again this year to raise money for
summer mission trips in 2027 and the 2027 Youth
Gathering. 

Delivery of product will be right after Thanksgiving.

Thank you for supporting our youth!

Trunk or Treat!
Thank you to all of you who helped with Trunk or Treat this year, either with donating candy or being a part of the
event. The Youth and Young Adult Ministry Team could not host this event without the support of this awesome
congregation. 

mailto:sjung@bethlehemaberdeen.org
mailto:sjung@bethlehemaberdeen.org


8th Grade Confirmation Schedule
We are busy learning about the Bible and ourselves. We will be focusing on the Fruits of the Spirit, to round out the
year. Did you know that there are a total of 66 books in the Bible? There are 39 in the Old Testament and 27 in the
New Testament. You can remember that by using some math. For the Old Testament, simply count the letters in
Old (3) and Testament (9). Put the two together (39) for the right answer. For the New Testament, another simple
equation. Count the letters in New (3) and Testament (9). This time multiply those numbers (3X9=27) for the right
answer.

Here is a look at the calendar for next few weeks:
November 1st and 4th: Large Group: Prayer (Youth Center)
November 8th and 11th: Small Group: Fruits of the Spirit
November 15th and 18th: Small Group: Thankfulness
November 22nd (Sunday): Fellowship Event (Meet in the Youth Center)
November 25th (Wednesday): NO CONFIRMATION – Thanksgiving Day holiday
November 29th (Sunday): NO CONFIRMATION – Thanksgiving Day holiday
December 2nd (Wednesday): Fellowship Event (Meet in the Youth Center)
December 6th and 9th: Small Group: Joy and Peace

9th Grade Confirmation Upcoming Schedule
November 1st  and 4th: Small Group: The Ten Commandments 8-10
November 8th and 11th: Large Group: The Apostles Creed
November 15th and 18th:  Small group: The Apostles Creed Article 1
November 22nd and December 2nd: Small Group: The Apostles Creed Article 2
November 25th and 29th: No Confirmation
December 6th and 9th:  Small Group: The Apostles Creed Article 3
December 13th and January 6th:  Small Group: The Lord’s Prayer Introduction/Petition 1
December 16th and 20th:  Fellowship Night: Scavenger Hunt

The Living Nativity

The Living Nativity will be held Sunday, December
13th at 3:00 PM (2:30 PM special gathering music).
The Christmas Story will be performed through
music and narration by students attending the 2027
ELCA Youth Gathering and the BLC choir. This year
the Living Nativity will be combined with the
Cantata, for an extra special performance!

This will be a fundraiser for the youth that will be
attending the 2027 Youth Gathering in Minneapolis,
MN. Please plan on joining us for an awesome event!
Watch for more information in the Bulletins, the
Journal, Facebook, etc.

High School Youth Group 
Youth Group is open for all 9th - 12th graders, and we do
a variety of activities including Bible studies, service
projects, community trips, and fun nights. If you are a
high schooler looking for a community of peers who
value faith, this would be a great group for you! Youth
Group will meet each Wednesday from 7:30pm-9:30pm. 

If you would like more information about youth group,
talk to Pastor Matt at
mspoden@bethlehemaberdeen.org or Stan at
sjung@bethlehemaberdeen.org

FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT
Friday, November 6 in the Fellowship Hall

5:00 Supper serving starts 
5:30 p.m. Movie begins

Invite your friends and come share in the fun as
we watch Toy Story 5 and enjoy pizza & popcorn!

mailto:mspoden@bethlehemaberdeen.org
mailto:sjung@bethlehemaberdeen.org


                                

                              BOARD GAME
                               NIGHT

There will be NO BOARD GAME NIGHT IN NOVEMBER.

However, ALL ARE WELCOME to come on Thursday,
December 17  for Board Game Night starting at 5:30pm
and ending at 8:00pm in the Fellowship Hall. You are
welcome to bring your own games, or come play games
that others bring. New players are welcome to attend!
Pizza will be provided.

th

If you arrive late or leave early, that’s okay! If you would
like more information about board game night, talk to
Pastor Matt at mspoden@bethlehemaberdeen.org

15-51 Young Men’s Group

 Come join Pastor Matt and other young men
between the ages of 15-51 for a night of faith,
fellowship, and good conversation! Our next
meetings are on November 2nd and December
7th from 6-8pm at Bethlehem in the Youth
Center. If you are a guy looking for other men
of faith to be in community with, this group is
for you! 

OPEN GYM - IS HERE!

We will begin open gym times for the Re-Creation
Center on Sunday, November 15th. Open gyms will be
on Sundays only and run from November through
March. This is a great time to come out with your family
to get some exercise and do some family bonding!
Basketball, volleyball, walking, corn hole, and many
other games and activities are available.

Open gym time: 4:00-5:30 PM
Open gym dates: November 15th, November 22nd,
December 6th (No open gym on Sunday, November
29th )

We are looking for interested individuals and/or families
to supervise the open gym dates. You must be 18+ to
volunteer. Please connect with Stan if interested.

Living Nativity/Cantata music rehearsals: 
November 1, 8, 15, 22, December 6 

at 11:00 AM in the Choir Room

GET A TAX DEDUCTION FOR
YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS!

In 2026, you may qualify for a tax deduction for
cash contributions to a qualified charitable
organization, even if you take the standard
deduction and do not itemize. The maximum
deduction is $1,000 for individuals and $2,000 for
married couples filing jointly, subject to IRS
requirements.

Keep your year-end contribution statement from
Bethlehem to support your deduction.

Thank you for your continued support!

From the Financial Resources Team



                        Blessed to Be a Blessing
                           Generosity Appeal

Bethlehem is an amazing community of blessing! Our Blessed to Be a Blessing generosity appeal invites everyone
who is blessed through Bethlehem to share in supporting the ministries that we do together.

One recent example of the generosity of Bethlehem is the amazing response to Caring for God’s House, our special
summer appeal for facility and campus needs. “Thank you” to everyone who gave to this special appeal! The people
of Bethlehem have a remarkable history of rising to the challenge of funding facility and property needs.

Bethlehem means “house of bread.” Our Blessed to Be a Blessing appeal lifts up three vital ways that we live out our
name:

Respond to physical hunger: Support Wednesday suppers, to-go meals, and our partnership with Midwest Street
Medicine as food costs rise.
Minister to spiritual hunger: Strengthen small groups and gatherings, expand home communion, and train
members to care for others.
Sustain ministry excellence: Support our pastors and staff, meet rising costs, and replace aging church software
that helps people connect and receive care.

Our Blessed to Be a Blessing appeal reminds us that grace comes freely in Jesus Christ. We give in gratitude, sharing
the blessings God has placed in our care. Picture a neighbor receiving a warm meal, someone finding friendship, and
a member receiving Holy Communion at home. Your generosity helps make this ministry possible.

As we prepare for Commitment Week on November 14, 15, and 18, we invite you to prayerfully consider your giving for
2027. Bring your Statement of Intent to worship during Commitment Week or return it by mail or complete it online
using the QR code in the brochure mailed to the people of Bethlehem.

Whatever you discern to give, thank you for helping Bethlehem welcome, worship, teach, and serve. We are blessed
to be a blessing.

Welcome to membership at bethlehem
The following people were received in October. Please give them a warm welcome into this community of faith.

Darlene
Bender

Debra 
Bowman

Dave, Carla,
*Winston, *Arabella

& Dawson Clark

Kevin
Evans

Lance, Lindsay,
Henry & *Leo

Habeck

Rob & Deb
Haliburton

Brayden, Kristi
& Nala Hellwig

Dustin, Amanda, 
*Kinley &*Taylee 

Kamphuis

Lee,Jennifer,
*Easton, *Brody,
& *Hudson Kludt

Bonnie
Kolb

Cody, Suzanne
& *Berkley 

Nipp

Mike, Susie,
Chase & Myles 

Martin

Mitchell & 
*Charlotte 

Lauseng

Jeff, Staci
& Amalia 

Larson

Elizebeth &
Owen Otten 

Dean, Kara,
Linnea & Cailin

Pies

Pr. Amber, 
Cade & Danika

Wichmann

presently a
member
through
baptism or
confirmation



SPARK JOY!
From Extra to Essential

What if the difference between feeling invisible and feeling essential is simply being seen?

Join us for an inspirational Spark Joy event with Emily Magera, who will share the message from her 2026 TEDx
Sioux Falls presentation.

Emily pulls back the curtain on how communication works on a television set and reveals a powerful truth about
the way we see and value one another: people don’t rise because of status—they rise because someone chose to
see them.

This is a message for anyone who has ever felt blurry in someone else’s story—and for anyone who has the power
to bring someone else into focus.

Being essential isn’t about how many scenes you’re in. It’s about how fully you show up for the ones you have.

Come be inspired, bring a friend, and discover a fresh perspective on the difference one person can make.

Friday, November 13, 2026
12:10–12:50 p.m.

Bethlehem Lutheran Church – East Fellowship Hall

Come for the message and Spark Joy with us!

Looking Ahead:
Friday, January 15, 2027
Simple Changes – Healthy Nutrition
with Annie Jacobson, Nutrition Professional Specialist, Sanford Health

                  
   

 
                                             Curious = the opportunity to learn about                     Connect = time to gather with others 
                                                           Bethlehem                                                                         who are currently part of  
                                                                                                                                                        Bethlehem or looking to join
                                                     
                                                  Commit = the milestone of joining Bethlehem on New Member Sunday/Wednesday

         CURIOUS with Bethlehem

                      Sundays, November 8th and December 13th                     Wednesdays, November 11th & December 16th 
                                                 9:30 am and 11:00 am                                                              7:00 pm at the Welcome Center
                                      at the Welcome Center

                             

 TUESDAY LADIES
Please gather with us for the Tuesday Ladies Advent book
study “Then Sings My Soul” by Robert Morgan. We will explore
some of the world’s greatest hymn stories that have inspired
so many for years. We will reflect on the impact hymns have
had on us and how they speak to our soul as we walk through
Advent. There is no cost to this study; but you will get to share
your singing voice! This session begins on Tuesday,
November 17, at 7:00 pm in the Fireside Room.
Please contact Jolinda Finley at jjfinley91@gmail.com or
Crystal Swenson at crystal0955@gmail.com if you are
interested so we have plenty of handouts. 

mailto:jjfinley91@gmail.com
mailto:crystal0955@gmail.com


Greetings from Pastoral Care

A Life of Curiosity and Wonder
By Janis Heier

Regardless of age, there is a gift in remaining curious.

Literature, music, art, dance, history, philosophy, and the many stories human beings have created to understand life can
enrich us in ways that are both timeless and deeply personal. They invite us to ask questions, see the world through
another’s eyes, embrace beauty, and sometimes even discover something new about ourselves. When we remain
curious and engaged, we become students for life.

The apostle Paul offers this beautiful encouragement: “Whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just,
whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable…if there is any excellence and if there is anything
worthy of praise, think about these things.” (Philippians 4:8)

As we move toward Advent, a season of waiting and wonder, perhaps we can create space for curiosity. Consider this an
invitation to notice the beauty and goodness around us. Play the music. Hang the piece of art that causes you to pause.
Pull that book of poetry from the shelf and linger over a few pages. Attend the concert or theater production. These
experiences can deepen our understanding of one another and open our eyes to the tremendous beauty God offers us
daily.

May we slow down enough to notice beauty, listen deeply, learn something new, and remain open to the ways God
continues to speak through the arts and culture—the people, stories, creativity, and world around us. 

And now, I am off to see the ballet, Swan Lake!

Curiosity and wonder can keep our hearts open to God.

In Christ’s peace,
Janis Heier & Ann Rasmussen
Pastoral Care Ministers



 GENERAL FUND
 Analysis of Budgeted Revenues & Expenses

Undesignated Offerings
Other Designated Revenues
Total Revenue

Less Budget Expenditures 
Net Operating Total from Budget Operations

RESTRICTED FUND ACCOUNTS
Restricted Memorials & Accounts
Prairie Mindset Scholarship

ENDOWMENT FUND
Endowment Fund Assets

FUTURE MAINTENANCE FUND
Income Statement

Revenues, Investment Activity & Other Sources 
Expenditures 
Net Operating 

Future Maintenance Fund Assets

Summary of Assets & Liabilities
Cash & Cash Equivalents 
Parking Lot payoff / to be reimbursed to GF
Accounts Payable due within 30 days
Pre-paid tuition & fees
Due to Restricted Fund Accounts
Temporary reserve for D. Hagenson estate gift
Reserved for Others/Temporary Restricted accounts
Total Unrestricted Cash Assets

FUTURE MAINTENANCE FUND - Parking Lot 

Revenue

Parking Lot Expenditures
Net Operating 

Due to General Fund (FM owes GF for Parking Lot Exp)

$

$
$

$
$
$

$
$

$
$

$
$
$

$

-

-
-

$     1,587,692.29

  22,339.53    
  22,807.85

MTD 

 79,302.95
19,130.25
98,433.20

    (159,231.40)
(60,798.20)

MTD    
             6,209.54
          (30,951.97)
          (24,742.43)

   402,389.90

$       999,474.13
$
$
$
$ 
$
$ 
$ 

(268,203.83)
(23,123.92)

    (35,501.00)                          
  (205,137.35)    
  (177,518.10)
   285,939.93

$

$
$

$

$
$
$

$
$

$
$
$

YTD

       108,000.00

-
       108,000.00

       268,203.83

YTD 

     953,459.75   
   335,385.27
1,288,845.02

(1,453,730.20)

(164,885.18)

YTD 
        454,579.36
        (84,831.62)

    369,747.74

 MTD 

September 2026 Financial Update
 

(4,050.00)



Wednesday Night Supper Memorials
Given in memory of Ruth Wood by: Jerry & Susan Brick
Given in memory of Clyde Hieb by: Jerry & Susan Brick

Piecemaker Quilters Memorials
Given in memory of Ruth Wood by: Ruth Wood family

Livestream/Online Ministry Memorials
Given in memory of Ruth Wood by: Ruth Wood family

Kitchen Account Memorials
Given in memory of Ruth Wood by: Ruth Wood family

Pipe Organ Account Memorials
Given in memory of Ruth Wood by: Ruth Wood family

Broadcast Ministry Memorials
Given in memory of Ruth Wood by: Ruth Wood family

Prayer Shawl Ministry Memorials
Given in memory of Ruth Wood by: Ruth Wood family

Handbell Choir Memorials
Given in memory of Ruth Wood by: Ruth Wood family,
Sonnie & Diane Beaman

Memorials and Honorariums 

General Fund Memorials
Given in memory of Daryl Molksness by: Sue Helling
Given in memory of Clark Newman by: Sue Helling
Given in memory of Dale Lundquist by: John & Linda 
     Roehrich, Richard & Susan Coder, Christophe & Judy   
     Bernier, Mary Jane Lundquist, Kerry & Sandra 
     Swingler

Youth Center Food Memorials
Given in memory of Ramona Jung by: Stan & Kari Jung
Given in memory of Amber Haselhorst by: Stan & Kari 
     Jung
Given in memory of Clyde Hieb by: Stan & Kari Jung
Given in memory of Emerson Schaunaman by: Stan &   
     Kari Jung
Given in memory of Reuben Miller by: Stan & Kari Jung
Given in memory of Vernon Walth by: Stan & Kari Jung
Given in memory of Linda Wolff by: Stan & Kari Jung

Worship & Music Memorials
Given in memory of Helen Brick by: Terry & Shirley 
     Ochsner
Given in memory of Reuben Miller by: Tom & Barb   
     Paepke
Given in memory of Ruth Wood by: Linda Stabbe

Bethlehem Lutheran Church - 1620 Milwaukee Avenue NE - Aberdeen, SD 57401 - 605-225-9740
www.BethlehemAberdeen.org - office@BethlehemAberdeen.org - www.facebook.com/BethlehemAberdeen

We are a family of God journeying together in faith, touching lives by 
Welcoming, Worshiping, Teaching and Serving.

This dine-in meal is available
at no charge for this
Traditional Thanksgiving
dinner that is prepared &
served by volunteers. 

If you are unable to attend in
person for this meal, please
contact the church office at
605.225.9740 to set up
delivery.

http://www.bethlehemaberdeen.org/
http://www.bethlehemaberdeen.org/
mailto:office@bethlehem.org
http://www.facebook.com/BethlehemAberdeen
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	Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
	Pastor Jeff
	Regular Congregation Meeting


	Wednesday School & Route 67
	All Saints Family Worship Service
	Wednesday, November 4 at 5:15 in the Sanctuary

	Book Fair
	Children’s Christmas Music
	Angel Tree
	No Wednesday School
	on November 25th.
	No Sunday School on November 29th.
	Route 67 Updates!
	Here is a look at the schedule for the upcoming weeks:

	Middle School Mission Trip
	Duluth, MN - June 13-18, 2027
	Stan’s contact info:

	2026 College/Tech School Freshmen Care Packages
	Holiday Fundraiser 2026
	Christmas Wreaths
	and More!
	Trunk or Treat!

	2027 ELCA Youth Gathering – Minneapolis, MN
	Stan’s contact info:
	FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT
	Friday, November 6 in the Fellowship Hall
	8th Grade Confirmation Schedule
	Here is a look at the calendar for next few weeks:

	9th Grade Confirmation Upcoming Schedule


	High School Youth Group
	The Living Nativity

	BOARD GAME
	NIGHT
	There will be NO BOARD GAME NIGHT IN NOVEMBER.
	15-51 Young Men’s Group
	GET A TAX DEDUCTION FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS!
	OPEN GYM - IS HERE!
	Living Nativity/Cantata music rehearsals:

	Blessed to Be a Blessing
	Generosity Appeal
	Bethlehem is an amazing community of blessing! Our Blessed to Be a Blessing generosity appeal invites everyone who is blessed through Bethlehem to share in supporting the ministries that we do together.
	One recent example of the generosity of Bethlehem is the amazing response to Caring for God’s House, our special summer appeal for facility and campus needs. “Thank you” to everyone who gave to this special appeal! The people of Bethlehem have a remarkable history of rising to the challenge of funding facility and property needs.
	Bethlehem means “house of bread.” Our Blessed to Be a Blessing appeal lifts up three vital ways that we live out our name:
	Respond to physical hunger: Support Wednesday suppers, to-go meals, and our partnership with Midwest Street Medicine as food costs rise.
	Minister to spiritual hunger: Strengthen small groups and gatherings, expand home communion, and train members to care for others.
	Sustain ministry excellence: Support our pastors and staff, meet rising costs, and replace aging church software that helps people connect and receive care.
	Our Blessed to Be a Blessing appeal reminds us that grace comes freely in Jesus Christ. We give in gratitude, sharing the blessings God has placed in our care. Picture a neighbor receiving a warm meal, someone finding friendship, and a member receiving Holy Communion at home. Your generosity helps make this ministry possible.
	As we prepare for Commitment Week on November 14, 15, and 18, we invite you to prayerfully consider your giving for 2027. Bring your Statement of Intent to worship during Commitment Week or return it by mail or complete it online using the QR code in the brochure mailed to the people of Bethlehem.
	Whatever you discern to give, thank you for helping Bethlehem welcome, worship, teach, and serve. We are blessed to be a blessing.


	Welcome to membership at bethlehem
	The following people were received in October. Please give them a warm welcome into this community of faith.
	SPARK JOY!
	From Extra to Essential
	Looking Ahead:


	Greetings from Pastoral Care
	A Life of Curiosity and Wonder
	By Janis Heier
	Curiosity and wonder can keep our hearts open to God.


	September 2026 Financial Update
	GENERAL FUND
	Analysis of Budgeted Revenues & Expenses Undesignated Offerings
	Other Designated Revenues
	Total Revenue
	Less Budget Expenditures
	Net Operating Total from Budget Operations
	MTD
	YTD
	79,302.95 19,130.25   98,433.20
	(159,231.40)
	(60,798.20)
	(164,885.18)
	Summary of Assets & Liabilities
	Cash & Cash Equivalents
	Parking Lot payoff / to be reimbursed to GF
	Accounts Payable due within 30 days
	Pre-paid tuition & fees
	Due to Restricted Fund Accounts
	Temporary reserve for D. Hagenson estate gift Reserved for Others/Temporary Restricted accounts Total Unrestricted Cash Assets
	$       999,474.13
	(268,203.83) (23,123.92)
	(4,050.00)
	(35,501.00)
	(205,137.35)
	(177,518.10)

	285,939.93


	RESTRICTED FUND ACCOUNTS
	Restricted Memorials & Accounts Prairie Mindset Scholarship
	22,339.53
	22,807.85

	ENDOWMENT FUND
	Endowment Fund Assets
	$     1,587,692.29

	FUTURE MAINTENANCE FUND
	Income Statement
	Revenues, Investment Activity & Other Sources
	Expenditures

	Net Operating
	MTD
	6,209.54
	(30,951.97)
	(24,742.43)

	YTD
	454,579.36
	(84,831.62)
	369,747.74
	Future Maintenance Fund Assets

	402,389.90
	FUTURE MAINTENANCE FUND - Parking Lot

	MTD
	YTD
	Revenue
	108,000.00
	Parking Lot Expenditures Net Operating
	108,000.00
	Due to General Fund (FM owes GF for Parking Lot Exp)
	268,203.83



	Memorials and Honorariums
	Wednesday Night Supper Memorials
	Piecemaker Quilters Memorials
	Livestream/Online Ministry Memorials
	Kitchen Account Memorials
	Pipe Organ Account Memorials
	Broadcast Ministry Memorials
	Prayer Shawl Ministry Memorials
	Handbell Choir Memorials
	General Fund Memorials
	Youth Center Food Memorials
	Worship & Music Memorials
	This dine-in meal is available at no charge for this Traditional Thanksgiving dinner that is prepared & served by volunteers.
	If you are unable to attend in person for this meal, please contact the church office at 605.225.9740 to set up delivery.

	We are a family of God journeying together in faith, touching lives by
	Welcoming, Worshiping, Teaching and Serving.
	Bethlehem Lutheran Church - 1620 Milwaukee Avenue NE - Aberdeen, SD 57401 - 605-225-9740
	www.BethlehemAberdeen.org - office@BethlehemAberdeen.org - www.facebook.com/BethlehemAberdeen



