
  

 

Connecting with God, One Another and Our Mission in the World 

Journal for the Journey 
March 2019 

Lent Midday Services: 

Stones of Hope 
Lent is a chance to be honest about the 

truth: we are dust and to dust we shall 

return. But, that's not God's last word 

for us. We can also be honest about 

the hope that faith in Jesus Christ 

gives us. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr, 

during his famous I Have a Dream  

speech, preached, "Out of the  

mountain of despair, a stone of hope." 

Dr. King reminds us to find the stones 

of hope to hold onto that may remind us of God's faithfulness--no matter 

what happens in life. Join us each week, as we discover a new stone of 

hope, built on the rock of God's Word, to hold onto throughout Lent--and 

throughout our lives! 

Lent 2019 
 

Sometimes life is sweet like honey and sometimes life can taste like 
sour grapes, but we trust and believe in a God who prepares a table in 
the presence of our enemies. What kind of God does that? Are you 
hungry for some hope amid the big or seemingly small questions of 
life? This Lent, a table has been prepared at Bethlehem for you to  
explore the feasting and fasting, the sweet and the sour, the joy and 
pain of the wilderness road and abundant life Jesus promises. 1 Peter 
3:15 reminds us, Always be ready to give an answer when someone asks 
you about your hope. Our hope is in the crucified and risen Jesus; 
come and dine, your seat is ready! 

 
Share in Ash Wednesday Worship, March 6 

Traditional services, including the imposition of ashes, will be at 12:05, 5:15, and 6:15 in the Sanctuary.   
At 5:15 we will offer a Family Focused Ash Wednesday Service in the Re-creation Center where families will  

experience the wonder of Ash Wednesday in a unique way.  All are welcome and consider inviting a friend, family 
member, neighbor or co-worker to worship with you in this very significant time.  

Lenten Schedule 
Beginning March 6 

 

Wednesdays 
Midday worship at 12:05 with lunch to follow 

Community Meal served from 4:45 - 6:00 
Afternoon worship at 5:15 
Evening worship at 6:15 

 

Weekends 
Saturday evenings at 5:15 

Sunday mornings at 8:30 & 10:45  
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Beloved People of Bethlehem, 
 

As I’m writing this letter, we’re in the midst of yet another 
snow storm.  It seems like winter is extra long and extra 
cold… and Lent isn’t even coming in February like it usually 
does.  Lent is unusually late this year (due to the timing of 
the moon’s phases and spring equinox, but that’s another 
topic). 
 

Lent is an unusual season.  Outside of church life, beyond 
people who are intentional about their Christian faith, Lent 
isn’t significant.  Yet for Christians for centuries, Lent was a 
season of intentionality, a season of deliberate practices to 
nurture faith.   
 

So this Lent I invite you to something unusual.  Each of us 
has usual routines that can become ruts.  I wonder how the 
Spirit may be inviting you to break from the usual?  Perhaps 
BLC’s vision of “connecting with God, one another, and our 
mission in the world” might help you to notice the Spirit’s 

nudging: 

 connecting with God: by sharing in the midweek  
worship service or taking time to read the Bible more 

 connecting with one another: participating in a learning 
opportunity or small group (many are described in this 
Journal), or scheduling intentional conversations with 
friends or family 

 connecting with our mission in the world: serving in a 
new way in the community or congregation 

 

If you have other unusual ideas of how the Spirit is stirring 
you this Lent, please share them.  We are eager to hear from 
you! 
 

In the meantime, I pray that you may have an unusual Lent, 
and grow in faith, hope, and love.   
 

 
 
Pastor Jeff 

You are invited to connect with a small group this Lent! 
DivorceCare and DivorceCare for Kids 
Join others for this faith based workshop, starting Sunday, 
March 3rd from 4:00-5:30 p.m.  Children ages 5-12 whose 
parents are attending DivorceCare are invited to attend 
DivorceCare for Kids, meeting separately but at the same 
time as the adults.  Please contact the church office at  
225-9740 or office@bethlehemaberdeen.org to sign up as 
space is limited. 
 

Tuesday Ladies 
Join the Tuesday Ladies at 7:00 p.m. in the Fireside Room 
on Tuesday nights beginning March 5. We will be starting a 
7 week Lenten study called “He Set His Face to Jerusalem” 
by Richard B. Wilke.  We will be looking at Jesus’ journey 
to Jerusalem in order to help us think about how we set 
our faces in life. Books are available from Laura Saunders 
or through the church office. 
 

Guys: Hungry for more than just lunch? 
Each Tuesday at noon there’s an ever-changing gathering 
of guys taking their lunch break at Bethlehem.  Together 
we talk about our everyday lives and read a Bible passage.  
We share conversation about the connections between 
the passage and what we are going through.  It’s not about 
what you know, but what you notice.  If you are hungry for 
connections with a few other guys and God, come to  
Tuesday Men – noon in Conference Room 1.  And if you 
are hungry for food: bring your lunch.  Feel free to contact 
Pr. Jeff for more information. 
 

Finding hope in God’s promises as we grieve 
What are some of those promises? How can they help in 
whatever type of loss we may be experiencing?  Meeting 
Tuesday evenings beginning March 12 - April 9 from 5:30-
6:30 p.m. in The Hub. 

O2 
Is your life too fast?  Do you long for a calm deep breath?  
These are not merely physical longings, but spiritual ones 
as well.  Sunday mornings when Sunday School is in  
session, a group of adults gather in the chapel to pause 
together and breathe.  Like the children, we read a story 
from the Spark Story Bible and then we playfully talk about 
it.  We reflect on how the story connects with our stories.  
No experience required, just an openness to the Spirit  
stirring.  O2 is an informal gathering in the Chapel Sunday 
mornings at 9:40.  Questions?  Just show up or contact Pr. 
Jeff. 
 

Pickleball 
Come play this fun game Mondays from 10 a.m. to 12 
noon in the Re-Creation Center.  It’s a great way to get 
some exercise and meet some new people.  Along with 
playing and enjoying fellowship, we pray together.  No 
pickleball or prayer experience necessary.  This isn’t a cut-
throat group, but simply an opportunity to play, feel good 
about yourself, and have a boost in confidence.  For more  
information, contact Linda at 216-7233 or 
klschuh@abe.midco.net. 
 

Coloring & Conversation 
Do you like to color?  Are you craving for some caring  
conversation?  Join us Sunday afternoons during Lent 
(March 10 thru April 14) from 1:00-3:00 p.m. in the  
Fireside Room.  Color pages & supplies will be provided.  
Feel free to bring a friend.  For more information contact 
Brenda at 216-1408 or brenda.glasford@yahoo.com  
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February was a very busy month for us in Pre-K!  We learned 
about exploring and using our imagination, Valentine's Day and 
love, and we also celebrated Dr. Seuss' birthday with a fun dress 
up week.  From silly socks to pajama day it's always fun to have 
some dress days.  In addition, we've also been enjoying our visits 
to Primrose and are always super excited to have Firefighter Luke 
come visit us!  The last time Firefighter Luke came to visit he 
brought one of his firefighter friends with him so we had double 
the fun!  They brought treats, played with us at recess, and even 

played a math game with us.  We look forward to more visits from Firefighter Luke in the 
upcoming months.   
 

 

If you have a child who will be 4 or 5 years old by 
September 1, 2019 we would love for them to join 
us next school year!  Registration is currently open and is filling 

quickly.  Limited spaces remain in our afternoon session (Monday -  
Thursday 12:30-3:30 pm) and in our full day option (Monday - Friday  
7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.).  For more information please contact Erica Atkins at 
prek@bethlehemaberdeen.org or 605-225-9740.  

Tot Gym  
Tot Gym is going strong.  Bring your tots (those 
younger than kindergarten, please) on Tuesday 
and Thursday mornings from 10:30 to noon.  Let 
the kids run off some energy, and adults can visit 
with each other.  Parental supervision is  
required, and the cost is free!  Invite your friends 
as this is open to all, not just regular BLC  
participants.  Enter through the south (main  
entrance) or west (education wing) doors. 

Prayer Pillow Milestone  
 

The Prayer Pillow milestone for Pre-Kindergarten 

students is coming up this month.  We’ll learn 

and celebrate on March 24th and 27th.  If you are a 

parent of a child in the Pre-Kindergarten Sunday 

and Wednesday School grade (the year right  

before kindergarten), be looking for a postcard in 

the mail a couple of weeks before with details 

about the event. 

Vacation Bible School 
June 3-7  

from 8:45 a.m. to noon 
 

This year’s VBS theme is ROAR: Life is 
wild.  God is Good!  Check the  
Bethlehem website starting March 
20th to register your children.  Sign up 

online or with Melissa to volunteer.  We’ll have fun and grow in 
our faith together!   

Camp is coming to 
Bethlehem! 

 

Kids going into 1st - 5th grade are  
invited to come for a morning of summer camp fun!  The  
NeSoDak staff will be at Bethlehem on Saturday, March 30 from 
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon. Cost is $30 per child and includes a 
snack.  Contact the church office for more information or to  
register your child.  
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First Communion Classes 
 

We will be offering First Communion classes this spring and will be celebrating 
First Communion at the 10:45 service on Sunday, April 7th.  Students and  
parents choose ONE of the following class times to attend: Saturday, March 
23 at 10:00 a.m. or Sunday, March 31 at 11:45 a.m.  Classes will be no more 
than an hour and a half, and your presence is required the entire time.  
Though any age is welcome, instruction is geared toward upper elementary 
aged children.  Older kids (middle or high school) are more than welcome as 
well if they would like to know more about this sacrament.  Registration with 
the church office is required.  Contact Melissa Zastrow, Director of Children’s 
Ministries, with any questions.  
 

How do I know when my child might be ready for communion? 
 They are showing interest and asking questions about communion. 
 You think they will be able to appreciate and trust the promise in the 

words “given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.” 
 They are able to open their hands as they approach the server to indicate 

they will receive communion. 

We’ll take a short break 
from Christian Education 

over spring break.   
 

There is no Wednesday 
School on March 13th and 

no Sunday School  
on March 17th. 

Want to do some faith 

activities over the 

school breaks in 

March?   
 

Stop by Melissa’s office for  

resources.  There are Spark 

Family magazines on the  

counter and family faith boxes 

available for checkout.   

If you have questions about 

these things, just ASK!  

Lent in a Bag – Have you ever given something up for Lent?  Or, 

maybe you’ve heard of others doing it.  The purpose is to remind oneself of 
Jesus’ 40 day journey in the desert and His ultimate sacrifice for us.  Instead 
of giving something up, some Christians decide to take on a new faith  
practice in Lent.  We want to assist families in creating intentional devotional 
time this Lent.  To participate, grab a “Lent in a Bag” for your family from the 
Narthex.  Bags will be available starting Sunday, March 2nd.  They will  
include some small items, instructions, and a devotional sheet.  Set aside a 
little time each day or just once a week and give this a try.  You might be  
surprised by what happens if you do! 

2019 LO Summer Camps 
 

NeSoDak - June 30 - July 2 
1-2-3 Camp (With Parent) 

No LO Discount, No BLC Transportation 
 

NeSoDak - July 7 - 12 
Grades 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 

BLC Provides Transportation 
 

NeSoDak - July 21 - 26 
Grades 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 

BLC Provides Transportation 
   

ALL registrations to be completed online at losd.org 
$50 LO discount if registered by April 15.  

 

Turn in your registration receipt and Bethlehem will provide each camper 
with a $150 Campership (1-2-3 Camp is $75).  Contact Denny at 

dsmook@bethlehemaberdeen.org if you have questions. 

Above and Below:  
Wednesday School Students 

work on service projects. 
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Puffins Youth Fundraiser 
March 11 - 27 

 

Earn money for: 
Duluth Mission Trip 

 

LO Camps 
 

2021 National Youth 
Gathering 

You’re invited to a “Kick Your 
Faith Up a Notch” retreat to 
Camp NeSoDak. 
 
We’ll meet at Bethlehem on 
Friday April 5 at 4:00 p.m. 
and then head to NeSoDak.  
After lots of fun, food,  
serving, sleeping over and 

growing in our faith, we’ll return to Aberdeen about 2:00 
Saturday afternoon. 
 
The $75 retreat cost covers transportation, food and  
lodging!  The lodge at  NeSoDak has limited space, which 
means that we can only take 24 kids, so the first 24 who 
sign up and pay the fee will be locked in!  This retreat is a 
lot of fun and something kids talk about well into their 
high school years!  Don’t wait to sign up!  Registration 
forms are in the Stuff Rack outside Denny’s office or you 
can register online at tinyurl.com/Route67Retreat.  Talk 
to Denny if you have questions. 

April 5-6, 2019 

Denny is looking 
for Middle School 
Agents to join the 
MSI Investigation 
Team as we  
profile 

 
The Parables of Jesus -  

What was He trying to say? 
  
We’ll meet on Sunday’s during Lent from 2:00-3:00 in 
The Hub.  Talk to Denny at 225-9740 or 
dsmook@bethlehemaberdeen.org if you would like to 
join the team or have questions. 

Middle School Investigation 

MSI: Bethlehem 

Divorce is not something anyone plans for or expects 
but unfortunately it effects many families.  One thing 
for sure is that when we come together for support 
and conversation and prayer we are stronger and  
healing can begin.  Join others for this faith based 
workshop, starting Sunday, March 3rd from  
4:00-5:30 p.m.   
  
In addition, children ages 5-12 whose parents are  
attending DivorceCare are invited to attend  
DivorceCare for Kids, meeting separately but at the 
same time as the adults.   
  
Please contact the church office at 225-9740 or  
office@bethlehemaberdeen.org to sign up as space is 
limited. 

Bethlehem Scholarships 
Available 

 

Bethlehem has two college scholarship  
opportunities, the Prairie Mindset Scholarship and 
the Floyd & Thelma Walberg Scholarship.  The  
deadline for applications to either scholarship is April 
1st annually.  Scholarship recipients will be announced 
by May 31st annually. 
 

The Prairie Mindset Scholarship was founded in 
memory of Harlan and Joyce Mertz by their son Jon 
Mertz.  This scholarship is a $1,000 per collegiate 
year scholarship for a high school senior that has 
been accepted to attend Augustana University.   
Recipients are then eligible for renewing this scholar-
ship award for up to 4 years of attendance at  
Augustana University.  This scholarship is open to 
new funders who may be interested in supporting 
scholarships to Augustana.  To be a contributor, a 
minimum contribution of $4,000 is required. 
 

The Floyd & Thelma Walberg Scholarship is a $1,000 
per collegiate year scholarship for students pursuing 
Nursing or Ministry Education (seminary, Kairos  
program, pastoral care education).  This scholarship 
was founded by the Walberg’s estate.  
 

For additional criteria and application materials, 
please contact Janis Heier, Director of Administration 
at 225-9740 or jheier@bethlehemaberdeen.org. 
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Sponsorship Opportunities 
  

Bethlehem offers a variety of weekly and monthly sponsorship opportunities which include: Radio Broadcasts,  
Bulletins, Website and Wednesday Night Suppers. The cost of a radio broadcast is $125. The cost of a Wednesday  
bulletin is $55 and the weekend bulletins are $75 (or sponsor a whole week of bulletins for $125).  Website  
sponsorships are also available at $100 per month.  The cost of a Wednesday Night Supper Sponsorship is $1,000 each 
week or $500 to co-sponsor a weekly meal.  Please contact the church office at 225-9740 for more information on 
any of these opportunities.  Available dates are: 
 
 
  
Bulletins Sunday Radio Broadcast  Wednesday Night Supper 
Sunday, March 24 March 10  March 6 
Wednesday, March 27 March 17  March 13 
Sunday, March 31 March 24  March 20 
Wednesday, April 3 March 31  March 27 
Sunday, April 7 April 7  April 3 
Wednesday, April 10 April 14 (Palm Sunday)  April 10 
Sunday, April 14 (Palm Sunday) April 21 (Easter)  April 17 
Wednesday, April 17 April 28  April 24 
Wednesday, April 24 May 5  May 1 
    
Website sponsorships available for: March, April, May & June. 

2019 Lenten Sacrificial Offering 
 

Bethlehem is again promoting a Sacrificial Offering this Lenten Season.  This year the offering will go to LSS Campaign 
for Hope.  To make a Lenten Sacrificial Offering Gift, please fill out the form below and turn it in to the business office, 
or use the Lenten Sacrificial envelopes that were included in your envelope mailing, or give online at  
tinyurl.com/givetoblc.  Contact Janis Heier at 225-9740 for more information.   

Lenten Sacrificial Offering  $     
Above and beyond regular giving to be given  
to the LSS Campaign for Hope. 

Envelope #:       
 

Name:        
 

Address:       

Hope.  Every person needs hope.  Hope is what Lutheran Social Services 

has brought people of South Dakota for nearly a century.  Bethlehem has 

partnered with LSS in many ways over the years.  Together with LSS we 

strengthen individuals, families, and communities.  In Aberdeen, one of the 

most visible examples of LSS is New Beginnings Center which serves 

youth ages 10-17 who have emotional and behavioral challenges, helping 

them overcome trauma, abuse, and substance abuse. 

 

As partners with LSS, congregations of South Dakota are participating in 

the Campaign for Hope capital appeal.  During Lent you’ll learn more about the hope that LSS brings to many including our 

neighbors across the street at New Beginnings Center.  Our Lenten Sacrificial Offering this year will go to Campaign for 

Hope.  Following Easter, people of Bethlehem will be invited to consider a special gift (one-time or recurring) to the appeal.   

 

If you would like to learn more about Lutheran Social Services or Campaign for Hope, contact Pr. Jeff or Liesl Hovel at  

Aberdeen LSS, 605-262-6301.  Also, you can go directly to the website link to learn more www.lsssd.org/how-to-help/

campaign-for-hope.  Please pray for  the ministry of LSS and the hope it br ings to so many. 
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MEMORIALS AND HONORARIUMS 
General Fund Memorials 

Given in memory of Dick Jensen by: Dennis & Marion 
Hartung, Dallas & Joan Solberg, Lonny & Dianne Helfinstine, 
Jerome & Joyce Pfeiffer, Lonnie & Judy Anderson, Geoff & 
Cathy Durst, Reuben & Alice Miller, Howard & Arlowine 
Dahme, Lucille Tollifson, Marlene Hoines, Cindy Herr, Jerry 
& Susan Brick 
Given in memory of Orville Dahme by: Dean Salzsieder 
Given in memory of Merle Finley by: Dennis & Marion 
Hartung, Del & Ruth Wood 
Given in memory of Matilda Kiesz by: Al & Carol Reuer 
 

Piecemakers Memorials 
Given in memory of Dick Jensen by: Don & Linda Fischer 
 

Education Memorials 
Given in memory of Dick Jensen by: Maxine Dinger 
  

Worship and Music Memorials 
Given in memory of Dick Jensen by: Ron & Jean Johnson, 
Bill & Linda Roth, Darlene Atkinson, Barb & Tom Paepke, 
Robert & Wilma Luce 

Given in memory of Matilda Kiesz by: Barb & Tom Paepke  
Given in memory of Scott Gardner by: Barb & Tom Paepke 
Given in memory of Orville Dahme by: Martha Jerke, 
Monty & Jolene Forsting 
Given in memory of Wayne Koester by: Arliss Alberts 
Given in memory of Merle Finley by: Arliss Alberts 
Given in memory of Doris Evenson by: Arliss Alberts, Jerry 
& Susan Brick 
 

Youth Ministry Memorials 
Given in memory of Orville Dahme by: Charles  
Brunnette, Linda Siefkes, Marlys Sutten 
 

Mortgage Fund Memorials 
Given in memory of Dick Jensen by: LaRheta Fulker, LeRoy 
Adam, Al & Carol Reuer, Crystal Swenson, Harriet Heupel, 
Arliss Alberts 
Given in memory of Orville Dahme by: Arthur & Joyce 
Dahme, Mike & Cindy Kocabinski, Yvette & Rich Hines,  
Brian & Joyce Kringen, Sonja & Steve Gremer 
 
 

In the absence of the President and President-Elect, David Frank, 
 Secretary/Treasurer, called the meeting to order.  For devotions, 
 Pr. Jeff led Dwelling in the Word experience with Ephesians 4:1-  
 16.  Joint Commission members shared what captured their  
 imagination in the passage as well as how this passage helps us to 
 imagine what God may be doing in our lives and church now. 
 

Membership Changes:   
MEMBERS ADDED  
Baptisms: Greyson Eugene Meier 1/27/2019; Remington Grace 
 Klatt 2/2/2019; Everett James Lee Brick 2/16/2019; Ero James 
 Elwood Brick 2/16/2019 
Received New Members (rec’d 2/9, 2/10 & 2/13) See pages 
 8-9 in this Journal for names and pictures of new members. 
MEMBERS REMOVED:   
Death: Dick Jensen 1/21/2019; Merle Finley 1/31/2019  
Transferred: Kyle, Shelby & Ella Kraemer transferred membership to 

Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer in Watertown, SD  
1/16/2019 

Other: Lance Dennert removed membership at his own request 
 1/15/2019; Mike, Susan & Josh Jung moved removed  
 membership at own request 1/31/2019; Myles Washenberger 
 moved to Rapid City, SD 2/13/2019; Daniel Arnoldy moved 
 to Big Spring, TX 2/14/2019; Alli Arampatzis moved to TX 
 2/15/2019; Anthony Arampatzis moved to Bismarck, ND 
 2/15/2019; Ariana Arampatzis moved to Mitchell, SD 
 2/15/2019 
 

Presentation by Carter Stulken regarding Eagle Scout Project:  
 Carter Stulken gave a presentation to Joint Commission on 
 plans for an Eagle Scout Project to make a Gaga Pit.  The  
 Executive Leadership Team approved preliminary plans for this 
 project.  Joint Commission approved this recommendation 
 and advised Carter to be in contact with the Property Resource  
 Team. 
 
 

Grants for New Ministry Initiatives:  Approved the following  
new ministry initiatives: 
 Lent in a Bag: take home activities for all ages with an  
  estimated cost of $250 to fund the purchase of supplies.   
 DivorceCare workbooks: workbooks are $15 per book.  Will  

purchase 35 adult workbooks and 25 children’s workbooks for 
a total request of $900. 

 Maundy Thursday dramatic worship “Living Last Supper” April 18, 
2019:  Additional scripts need to be purchased.  Each copy is 
$10 plus tax and shipping.  Planning to purchase 30 scripts for 
a total not to exceed $350. 

 

Lutheran Social Services Campaign for Hope Joint Commission 
 approved plans for Bethlehem’s participation in this statewide 
 capital appeal.  The congregation will learn about the appeal  
 during Lent.  The Lenten Sacrificial Offering will go to this appeal.   
 BLC Commitment will be the weekend after Easter and following 
 Wednesday. 
 

Safety & Security Task Force update: The team continues to meet. 
 

Sanctuary Task Force Update:  Seeking and reviewing bids for 
 painting, refinishing the word floor, looping and other aspects of 
 possible updates. 
 

Collaborating – Reports from each of the teams were shared  
including: 

 Executive Leadership Team:  Synod Assembly will be May 31 & 
June 1 in Sioux Falls, nominations due March 31. 

 

 Serving Ministry Team:  Discussed the Prison Reentry Program 
that we may be involved with and discussed “Sleep in Heavenly 
Peace”, an organization that builds beds for those in need. 

 

The meeting closed with prayers of thanks and help. 

Joint Commission Meeting Highlights 
February 19, 2019 
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The following new members were received in February. Please give them a warm welcome into this community of faith. 

Kendale & Amber Berndt Justin, Skarlett & Holden 
Bohms & Shannon Wilton 

Arlie Buechler 

Erin & Hadylin Christofferson Norman & Marilyn Fjelstad Jay Frink Kiersten & Liam Gaikowski 

Jennifer Groth  Brittany Heupel Nicole Johnson 

Madison Smith & Dylan 
Hanson 

Derek, Abby, Ella, Emilia, 
Everett & Ero Brick 

Lauren Mitchener  

Tanya Mitchener Jordan Pietz Mark Rathbun 
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The following new members were received in February. Please give them a warm welcome into this community of faith. 

Corbin Smith Steven & Kristi Smith Janell Telin Laurie Soderlund 

No pictured: David Groth, Joe Soderlund 

Rick & Leslie Young 

Study & Share 
Study & Share Bible Study meets  

Saturday, March 9 at 9:00 a.m. in the 

Fireside Room.  The Bible study, from 

the “Gather” magazine, is session three 

of “Meetings with Jesus:  Friends for 
Life in Christ,” by Julie A. Kanarr.   

This session explores stories of biblical  

characters’ lives being transformed 

through their interactions with  Jesus.  

Their conversations beckon us to accept 

the invitation to “come and see” and  

invite us to grow in faith and  

understanding.  There will be coffee and 

extra copies of the Bible study  

available.  And a chair for YOU.  Hope 

you can come! 
 

For information on subscriptions to the 

“Gather” magazine, call Stacey Pence, 

605-380-7964, or you can ask her any 

other questions regarding the Women of 

the ELCA unit at Bethlehem Lutheran 

Church of which all women of BLC are 

members. 
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Background: I 
grew up in 
Rosholt, SD and 
came to  
Aberdeen in 
2000 to attend 
NSU.  
 
Family: Wife 
Jessica,  daughter 
Delainey age 9 
and son Chael 
age 5. 
 

Work:  Hub Area Habitat for Humanity 
 

Hobbies:  Sports and outdoor stuff, camping, most  
recently shoveling snow. 
 

How long have you been a member of BLC?  13 years or 
so 
 

What brought you to Bethlehem?  I came for the organ 
but I’ve stayed because of the great people and the 
warm inviting atmosphere. 
 

What keeps you at Bethlehem?  The comforting and  
welcoming congregation, the always engaging message 
and sermons that our pastors provide. The continued 
growth, not just by square footage of the building or 
number of people in attendance but the growth of the 
impact and missions beyond the church services. 
 

How have the ministries at BLC affected your life and 
your faith?  The Bethlehem Ministries have helped me 

grow to understand where to put my energy and focus.  
To not dwell on what I cannot control but center myself 
in what I can control and where I can assist to have a 
positive impact. 
 

How has your involvement with your team affected 
your perspective of this church and/or yourself? It has 
made me realize how many different programs and  
missions that Bethlehem is providing. From those groups 
I’ve also realized how many people are touched by  
Bethlehem outside of the church walls. There are a lot of 
moving parts that make Bethlehem great and  
opportunities for everyone to participate. 
 

What is the biggest challenge placed before your team?  
As we’ve grown the program over the last 4-5 years the 
challenge is always evaluating a need and then making 
sure we can support it. We have expanded the Pre-K  
program to also offer daycare for the students and now 
we need to fill those spots for next year. So with that if 
you or anyone you know has a child that is about ready 
for school be sure to get signed up for the awesome 
Bethlehem Pre-K class for 2019-2020. 
 
If you had to pick one current ministry at BLC you think 
instrumental for the future development of this church, 
what would that be?  I think it is a tough time to be a kid 
right now so any ministry that is helping our youth know 
they are loved by God and their Bethlehem family is  
important. Of course our young people are our future so 
showing them they are cared for now will help them 
grow to be mindful, caring, and contributing adults some 
day. 
 

MEET THE LEADERS OF BETHLEHEM 
Shaun Falken, Pre-K Team 

Above: Shaun, Jessica, Delainey & Chael Falken 

Adult Ed 
Have you ever wondered how so many different  
Christian traditions began? Are you interested in  
learning what is similar or what is different from our 
own Lutheranism? Adult Education will be using the 
Adam Hamilton study, “Christianity’s Family Tree - 
What other Christians Believe and Why,” as we  
explore these and other questions.  Sunday mornings 
at 9:40 and Wednesday nights at 7:10. 

Have you ever thought about 
visiting the Holy Land? 

 

Walking in the steps of Jesus and his disciples, the 
words of Scripture come to life!  If this is something 
you would be interested in exploring, please contact  
Pastor Rhia as we prayerfully consider whether there 
is interest within our faith community for a trip in 
2020. 

GriefShare 
A new session of Griefshare will be starting in June.   

Please call the church office at 225-9740 to sign up and to be contacted for more information. 
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Financial Summary January 2019 

GENERAL FUND    

Analysis of Budgeted Revenues & Expenses  MTD    2019 YTD  

Revenues    $           265,833    $           265,833  

Expenditures   $           142,816    $           142,816  

Net Operating  $           123,017     $           123,017  
    

Summary of Assets & Liabilities    

Cash & Cash Equivalents  $           585,406    

Accounts Receivable  $                      -    

Payables due within 15 days  $           (46,216)   

Pre-paid fees  $                (241)   

Due to Restricted Funds  $                (150)   

Reserved for Others/Designated accounts  $         (117,069)   

Due to Mortgage Fund  $         (110,694)   

Total Unrestricted Cash Assets  $           311,036    
    

MORTGAGE & FUTURE MAINTENANCE FUNDS    

Income Statement  MTD    2019 YTD   

Revenues, Investment Activity & Other Sources   $             14,427    $             14,427  

Expenditures   $               8,602    $               8,602  

Net Operating   $               5,825    $               5,825  
    

Summary of Assets & Liabilities    

Cash & Cash Equivalents  $           177,421    

Due from General Fund for Mortgage Fund  $           110,694    

Total Mortgage Fund Assets  $           288,115    
    

Future Maintenance Account Cash Assets  $             21,756    
    

Mortgage Loan Payable  $        2,054,698    

Monthly Mortgage Payment  $             13,238    
    

SPECIAL DESIGNATED FUNDS    

Restricted Accounts (Social Concerns, WELCA, Memorials,  
GracePlace Bookstore, HUB Coffee Shop, Prairie Mindset Scholarship)  $             69,306    

Endowment Fund  $           525,199    

Thrivent Choice Dollars 
Eligible Thrivent Financial members who have been designated Choice Dollars have until March 31, 2019 to direct any  
remaining 2018 Choice Dollars.  So far Bethlehem has received $6,937 in 2018 Thrivent Choice Dollars!   
 

Help support Bethlehem Lutheran Church. Go to: Thrivent.com/thriventchoice to learn more and find program terms and  
conditions or call 800-847-4836 and say “Thrivent Choice” after the prompt. 
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About Membership 
Records 

 

Bethlehem has a process for recogniz-
ing persons joining the congregation.  
However, we do not have a regular 
process for recognizing when persons 
leave the congregation unless they 
actively notify the church.  Thus, the  
membership statistics include many 
persons who have moved away from 
the area or moved on from participat-
ing in the ministries of Bethlehem.   
 

If you have family members or friends 
who are listed as members, but have 
moved away or moved on, please  
encourage them to contact Bethlehem 
or provide us an update online at: 
www.bethlehemaberdeen.org/ 
about-us/membership-update. 
 

We would like records to accurately 
reflect the realities of membership.   

Come be part of Holy Week’s  

Living Last Supper! 
 

 

As part of our Holy Week journey to Easter, Bethlehem will be presenting 

a dramatic “Living Last Supper” of narration and music during the 6:30 

Maundy Thursday worship on April 18.  Characters - both male and  

female, are needed to share the story and represent the disciples who  

gathered in the upper room with Jesus as he served the Passover meal.  

Singers are needed for the choir. Come to one of the informational  

meetings to learn more: Sunday, March 3 at noon or Wednesday, 

March 6 at 7:00 p.m.  Talk to Kr is Wollman or  Pr . Rhia with  

questions. 

Ladies Lenten Luncheons 
 

Lent is just around the corner! You are invited to join the Women of 

Bethlehem for the annual Ladies Lenten Luncheons. Beginning  

Tuesday, March 12th, we will gather for great food, fellowship and  

excellent speakers.   

 

Tickets are on sale now! The cost of a season ticket is $50 or $12 for an 

individual lunch.  Contact Marlys Sutten at 226-0241 for more  

information or to purchase a ticket. 


