
JULY 2020 

Celebrating Baptisms 
 

If you are interested in celebrating a baptism, please contact the church.  Our pastors are working with families for 
creative ways to mark this important milestone in the midst of the pandemic.    



Dearly beloved people of Bethlehem, 
 

This morning I talked with my mom again.  The isolation 
due to restrictions at the assisted living facility where 
she lives has amplified her depression.  This is the third 
day that she’ll be back to the dining room to eat with 
other residents – seated at opposite ends of long tables.  
The impact of COVID-19 and our responses to it go way 
beyond the virus itself.  The mental health, relational 
health, spiritual health, as well as the livelihoods of all 
people have also been impacted. 
 

Connecting with God and one another is core to who 
we are.  Connecting with God and with one another 
happens when we worship together.  The Healthy  
Return Task Force and Joint Commission are  
anticipating offering worship in the sanctuary in  
mid-July.  This will be in addition to Bethlehem’s  
worship services being on the radio, online, and  
outdoors at Bethlehem.   
 

The Healthy Return Task Force, Worship Ministry Team 
and staff are developing plans and practices to reduce 
the risks of transmission of the infections.  Many of the 
traditional worship activities pose significant risk of 
transmission.  Around the world worship gatherings 
have sometimes been “super spreader” events.  Thus 
we will be adapting these worship gatherings to reduce 
the risks for all participants.  Watch for more details 
about these indoor worship services. 
 

As followers of Jesus, we regularly set aside our own 
desires and preferences for the sake of loving our 
neighbors.  While a gift of faith is that God brings  
comfort and peace, doing what is comfortable isn’t 
what Jesus calls us to do.  Please keep this in mind as 
some of the adjustments to worship and practices may 
be uncomfortable for you.   
 

I am very grateful that, as I’m writing this, our local 
COVID-19 infection rates and hospitalization rates are 
low.  I hope and pray that these continue.  The Healthy 
Return Task Force is monitoring our local situation and 
our leadership will adapt plans so that our ministries 
can continue to be helpful and healthy.   
 

I close this letter with a please and thank you.  Please 
reach out to people that you know are struggling with 
isolation or other challenges.  Please reach out to God 
in prayer for them, for our church, and for our world.  
Thank you for your commitment to loving God and 
neighbors.  Thank you for your partnership and support 
of Bethlehem’s ministries.   
 

Peace be with you! 
 
Pastor Jeff 

Are you moved by  
everything happening in 

our world regarding  
racism and anti-racism?   

Do you feel called to do something, but don’t know 
where to start?  Are you having a hard time  

understanding race relations? 
 

Join Pastor Jeff and Heidi Golz in a four-week book 
study to discuss the book Me and White Supremacy: 

Combat Racism, Change the World and Become a 
Better Ancestor by Layla F. Saad.   

Step One: Buy the Book 
Step Two: Do the Work 

Step Three: Change the World 
 

We'll meet via Zoom on Tuesday evenings at 7:00 
in July.  Contact the office at 225-9740 or 

office@bethlehemaberdeen.org to sign up. 

Women - are you longing to 
connect with others? 

   

Do you enjoy Bible study and 
discussion?   

 

Are you a fan of the Gather 
Magazine? 

 
If you answered YES to any of those questions, 

than join Pr. Rhia and other women via Zoom for 
an online gathering!  

 
We will meet the second Monday in July, August 

and September at 2 p.m. If you would like to  
participate or would like extra help in setting up 

Zoom, please email Pr. Rhia at 
rstrohm@bethlehemaberdeen.org.  

mailto:rstrohm@bethlehemaberdeen.org


Like kids?  Want to make a little money? 
 

We are looking to fill some openings within our Children’s Ministries department.  Apply today if you love kids and 
would like to work in the Bethlehem environment!  If you have questions, check in with Melissa Zastrow, Director of 
Children’s Ministries (mzastrow@bethlehemaberdeen.org) or Janis Heier, Director of Administration 
(jheier@bethlehemaberdeen.org) at our emails or by phone at (605) 225-9740.  To apply, go to the Bethlehem website 
and click on “position openings” under the “About Us” tab.  Paper applications are also available at the church 
office.  All applicants must be 18 years of age and will be required to submit to a background check. 
 

Nursery Attendant: Watch babies through four year olds while parents attend worship, adult education  

opportunities, and volunteer in the Christian Education programs.  Apply for this position if you are free Sunday  
mornings and/or Wednesday late afternoon/evenings.  This can be filled by one person or split by two if one day a 
week works best for you.  This position allows for up to five hours per week, depending on ministry needs. 
 

Daycare Assistant: If you enjoy preschool aged (4-5) children, this might be the spot for you.  Supervise children 

enrolled in our Pre-Kindergarten program while they are not at school.  Our daycare is open from 7:30-5:30 Monday 
through Fridays.  Hours vary.  You can expect about 10-30 hours per week in this position.  We follow the school year 
calendar so this is a mid-August to late May position. 

Registration for fall ministries is open 
on our website! 

It’s hard to know exactly how things will look when we would normally start up around 
Labor Day, but we want to get ready for whatever this world brings.  Please register 
your child so we can get the list of kids and volunteers for next year started.   
 
2 years old through 5th grade:  www.bethlehemaberdeen.org/ministries/children 
Middle School:  www.bethlehemaberdeen.org/ministries/middle-school  
High School:  www.bethlehemaberdeen.org/ministries/high-school 

Kennedy Ross awarded the 2020-21  
Walberg Family Scholarship 

 
The Endowment Committee is pleased to announce that they have awarded Kennedy 
Ross the 2020-21 Walberg Family Scholarship.  The Walberg Family Scholarship is a 
$1,000 academic scholarship award for a student pursuing an education in the field of 
Nursing or Seminary.  Kennedy is a member of Bethlehem and is attending Presentation 
College in Aberdeen, pursuing her education in Nursing.  Congratulations Kennedy! 



High School Parents 
and Kids 

 
Watch your texts for 8 Great Minutes. These 
short interviews of people from your church 
are meant to inspire you and ask some big 
questions. Like, what gifts has God given me? 
What do I do with this amazing life I have been 
given? Or, I always wondered what that job is 
like? Watch it with a friend or family and talk 
about it! 

How to Give  Planned 
& Estate Gifts  

  

Because of the international pandemic and its  
economic consequences, on March 27, 2020 the 
House and Senate passed the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, 
and Economic Security (CARES) Act. There are three 
big changes that came out of the CARES Act that you 
should be aware of: 
 
Cash Gifts - Individuals may deduct $300 above-the-
line. This charitable deduction enables a taxpayer 
who is one of the 90% who take the standard  
deduction to also benefit from his or her charitable 
gifts. The $300 above-the-line deduction must be gifts 
of cash by a non-itemizer and may not be to a donor 
advised fund or supporting organization. 
 
100% Charitable Deduction Limit - The usual  
deduction limit for cash gifts to public charities is 60% 
of adjusted gross income (AGI). For 2020, gifts of cash 
to charity (excluding donor advised funds and  
supporting organizations) are deductible to 100% of 
AGI. The gift may be for any charitable purpose and is 
not limited to gifts for coronavirus relief. 
 
Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) Waiver - The 
RMD is waived for IRA and other qualified retirement 
plan owners for the year 2020. This provision will  
permit IRA and other qualified retirement plan  
owners to retain funds in their IRAs. Because the  
markets declined substantially after the current RMD 
was calculated based on the plan value on December 
31, 2019, Congress determined that it was beneficial 
to waive the RMD for 2020. Loyal donors may still 
wish to use IRA funds to make a qualified charitable 
distribution (QCD). The QCD is available up to 
$100,000 for individuals who are over age 70½. 
 
Please consult your tax or financial planner for  
questions specific to your situation. 

Thank You 
 

Thank you for your generosity with your 
offering gifts, particularly through these  

challenging times of COVID.  Please know 
your offering makes it possible for our  

congregation to provide ministry, both here 
and beyond our walls.  

 
Because of your faithful support, we are 

able to center our lives on the teachings of 
Jesus and to follow our call……that of  
welcoming, worshiping, teaching and 

serving.  Thank you for your generosity. 
 

If you are interested in providing your  
offering gifts electronically, please visit the 

secure portal on our website at 
www.bethlehemaberdeen.org or by  

enrolling for Simply Giving through our 
Business Office. 

 
To give by smartphone, use the no cost 

app, GIVE PLUS+ 
 

If you currently aren’t receiving our  
newsletter or mailings, or wish to receive 

Offering Envelopes please contact our  
office or email:  

office@bethlehemaberdeen.org 

http://www.bethlehemaberdeen.org
mailto:office@bethlehemaberdeen.org


GENERAL FUND    

Analysis of Budgeted Revenues & Expenses  MTD    2020 YTD  

Revenues    $            130,698    $             754,072  

Expenditures   $            129,103    $             591,803  

Net Operating  $                1,595     $             162,269  

    

    

Summary of Assets & Liabilities    

Cash & Cash Equivalents  $            688,723    

Accounts Payable due within 30 days  $             (26,765)   

Due to Restricted Funds  $               (1,547)   

Reserved for Others/Designated accounts  $           (151,986)   

Due to Mortgage Fund  $           (109,746)   

Total Unrestricted Cash Assets  $            398,679    

    

MORTGAGE FUND                                                                       
(including Future Maintenance Account)    

Income Statement  MTD    2020 YTD   

Revenues, Investment Activity & Other Sources   $              28,708    $               68,831  

Expenditures   $                6,369    $               44,241  

Net Operating   $              22,339    $               24,590  

    

Summary of Assets & Liabilities    

Cash & Cash Equivalents  $            149,957    

Due from General Fund for Mortgage Fund  $            109,746    

Total Mortgage Fund Assets  $            259,703    

    

Mortgage Loan Payable  $          1,961,896    

Monthly Mortgage Payment  $              13,238    

    

RESTRICTED FUND     

Accounts include:  Good Samaritan Acct., WELCA, Memorials,  
GracePlace Bookstore, HUB Coffee Shop & Prairie Mindset Scholarship  $              77,177    

    

ENDOWMENT FUND    

Endowment Fund Assets  $            801,591    

    

FUTURE MAINTENANCE FUND    

Future Maintenance Assets  $              25,111    

FINANCIAL UPDATE - MAY 2020 



Spark Joy...The Art of Being 
Friday, July 17 at 10:00 a.m. on Zoom 

 
Janis Heier, one of Bethlehem’s Spark Joy facilitators, will share a relaxing wellness practice focusing on breath work, a 
brief guided meditation and closing with an inspirational reading. 
 
The goal of this session is to simply gather and spend time in a state of conscious rest, guiding your body back into its 
natural state of harmony and healing.  This practice will encourage your body and mind to release tension and become 
more balanced and relaxed. 
  
You are cordially invited to join Janis for this 15-minute Zoom gathering to add a dose of wellness to your Friday  
morning.  We will gather electronically on Friday, July 17th.  The link will be open 10 minutes prior to allow time to 
log in and get comfortable for the 10 am start of this session.   
 
The link to join is:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86249983448 
 

This session is rooted in scripture from Psalm 46:10 – Be still and know that I am God 

Joint Commission Meeting Highlights 
June 16, 2020 

President Vicci Stange called the meeting to order with 
members joining via video conferencing (Zoom) to 
honor the social distancing due to COVID-19.  The 
meeting opened with prayer and devotions from  
Philippians 1:3-11.   
 

Membership Changes:   
MEMBERS ADDED:  None  
MEMBERS REMOVED:   
 Death:  Twyla Niesen 6/12/2020 
 Transferred:  Charley Smook transferred to Gloria 
 Dei Lutheran Church in Sioux Falls, SD 5/28/2020 
 

Leading – Decisions and discussions: Approved  
adjusting the position of Coordinator of Generosity 
and Online Community from part time to full time. This 
position will use resources previously allocated for PT 
stewardship staff person, grant for new ministry initia-
tives and additional resources as necessary.  Affirmed 
the creation of the Healthy Return Task Force to make 
plans for when and how to return to indoor worship 
and other indoor ministries.  The members are Vicci 
Stange, Jason Uttermark, Dr. Shirlene Smook, Dr. Lyle 
Biegler, Sue Helling, R.N., Joe Schwan and Pr. Jeff 
Whillock 
 

Collaborating – Work of teams that is vital for JC to 
know  
Executive Leadership Team:  Reviewed portions of 
the BLC Constitution regarding the purpose of the 
Church including:  “serve in response to God’s love to 
meet human needs, caring for the sick and the aged, 

advocating dignity and justice for all people, working 
for peace and reconciliation among the nations,  
standing with the poor and powerless and committing 
itself to their needs and to fulfill these purposes” and 
“respond to human need, work for justice and peace, 
care for the sick and the suffering and participate  
responsibly in society.  This is consistent with the faith 
and practice of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in  
America.”  Related to this: “every minister of Word 
and Sacrament shall speak publicly to the world in  
solidarity with the poor and oppressed, calling for  
justice and proclaiming God’s love for the world.”   
Financial Resource Team:  Received the monthly  
financial update for May. 
Property Resource Team:  The cross in Resurrection 
Garden is being repaired.  Received approval to  
complete maintenance on HVAC System and parking 
lot. 
Welcome Ministry Team:  The team is assisting with 
Drive In Worship. 
Teaching Ministry Team:  Backyard VBS began on 
June 15 online.  This will be for 5 weeks.   
Serving Ministry Team:  The Grab & Go Meals are  
going well.  We are serving 300-400 meals every week. 
Pre-K:  The Pre-K is full for the 2020-2021 school year.  
There is a waiting list. 
Sanctuary Task Force: Sanctuary will be prepared for 
live streaming worship. 
 

The meeting closed with prayers of thanks and help. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86249983448


The Legacy of Loren Lomis 
 
 
The strength and vitality of Bethlehem Lutheran Church can be directly tied to the generosity 
and support of its congregation. Various ministries and activities owe a debt of gratitude to 
individual members of the BLC community who have made sure funding is not a barrier to the 
many ways the church enhances our spiritual journey. Loren Lomis is one of those foundational 
donors who has provided a gift that keeps on giving to Bethlehem. 
 
“Gifts like Loren’s are everything to us,” says Troy Telin, a member of BLC’s Joint Commission 
who has witnessed the impact the Lomis Estate has had on the church’s Youth & Family Ministry Team in particular. 
“Those gifts touch so many areas and we are blessed to have them.” 
 
Loren Lomis ensured that his support of BLC while he was alive would continue well beyond his lifetime. A prominent 
businessman who owned and operated what is believed to be the only travel agency in Aberdeen during the 1970s and 
80s, Loren was active and engaged in the affairs of BLC at the time. 
 
“Loren had a pleasant personality and was very easy to talk to– he seemed to always have a smile,” recalls Bill Roth, a 
longtime member of BLC. “Loren was very regular in his attendance at church, shared his opinions at congregational 
meetings, and people respected those opinions. It doesn’t surprise me that Loren left this gift.” 

 
An avid aviator, Bethlehem Lutheran Church and the  
Aberdeen community lost Loren on August 20, 1987 when 
his experimental airplane crashed just miles from the  
airport. His list of accomplishments included a prestigious 
Air Medal for flying more than 400 hours in the Berlin Airlift 
as the Soviet Union blockaded the German city following 
World War II. Locally, his activities supported the Dacotah 
Prairie Museum, the Chamber of Commerce, the Aberdeen 
Elks Lodge, and many others. 
 

While new generations of BLC may not recognize his name or know anything about the man, Loren Lomis continues to 
play a large role in the mission and activities of the church. His will includes an estate gift that annually supports the 
Youth & Family ministry budget and a separate Endowment estate gift of approximately $6,000 a year to support youth 
ministries. 
 
“As an example, every year, BLC’s middle school kids have an opportunity to go on a mission trip to Duluth, Minnesota” 
says Troy Telin. “Attendance for this trip is never an issue, it always fills up. It’s made possible because of gift’s like 
Loren’s. From transportation to lodging to food, it all costs money and wouldn’t be feasible for many of our youth. 
Without his recurring generosity, we wouldn’t be able to do this trip and provide memories for the rest of their lives.” 
 
Pastor Jeff Whillock greatly appreciates the foresight of Loren Lomis and how it has helped hundreds of kids at Bethle-
hem. He says the generosity of spirit that goes with a designated gift through estate planning is a way to “pay it for-
ward” so vibrant churches like BLC are there for children, grandchildren, and great grandchildren. 
 
“In the coming years, as people who have been foundational in supporting Bethlehem reach the end of their lives, they 
have the incredible opportunity to invest in their church and make an everlasting impact.” 
 
Let Loren Lomis be a good role model. 
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Address Service Requested 

We need your old greeting cards! 
 
If you have any old greeting cards that you can part with the BLC Card Making Group could use them. They recycle the 
cards & are currently making cards that we can use internally at BLC. Please give them to Doug or the church office. 


