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May 25, 2018 will be  
Steve Casanova's last day 
of work as Director of  
Facilities at Bethlehem  
Lutheran Church, a  
position he has held since 
2002. For his first few 
years here his job title was 
Head Custodian, but his 
present title more  
accurately describes his 
real job and its responsibili-
ties. Before coming to 
Bethlehem he drove semis 

for 22 years. Before that he worked as a white-goods  
repairman for Danielson-Brost, where he learned how to 
fix washers, dryers, refrigerators, etc. While still in school 
he helped with the planting and harvesting on the family 
farm. Over the years he has also qualified as a Master 
Gardener. So over a lifetime, Steve has acquired many 
skills and gifts that he has then utilized for the benefit of 
Bethlehem. He has also brought to the church a strong 
work ethic, amazing energy, great attention to detail, 
painstaking craftsmanship, and a willingness to meet any 
need or solve any problem, no matter the trouble or  
inconvenience to him. 
 

Steve's work has been vital to the ministry at Bethlehem. 
He has been the front-line person for scheduling and  
coordinating the other custodial workers - ensuring that 
all people who attend church here will find a comfortable 
and clean facility that is always set up correctly for  
worship and other events. He has cared a great deal 
about the appearance of the church property both inside 
and outside. He gives a lot of credit to the hard work of 
his crew-- a crew he has patiently trained and guided 
through many transitions. He also values the efforts of 
volunteer helpers, especially the aptly named Garden 
Angels. 
 

Steve says that two of the biggest challenges of his job 
have been (1) solving the leaking sanctuary roof problem 
and (2) seeing the church through its addition of 19,000 
square feet which was accomplished two years ago.  
According to Steve, part of fixing the leaking roof was 
learning how to correctly adjust the sanctuary humidity to 
a setting that kept the musical instruments from drying 
out yet kept the condensation level down. The challenge 
of the new addition was keeping everything running 
smoothly through the construction process and then  
getting the staff and equipment ready to clean and  
maintain the new facility once it was finished.  
 

Steve's absolute favorite part of being employed here was 
having the chance to interact with the Pre-Kindergarten 
children. He has visited with them daily and has also led 
enrichment classes for them occasionally. He loved to 
take them out to the church garden plot to teach them 
about plants and to help them pick pumpkins in the fall. 
There's at least one other thing Steve has enjoyed doing 
over the years that has involved directly ministering to 
others. That was the mentoring of boys who participated 
in Work-Study at school or in the Project Skills program. 
Altogether Steve has worked alongside ten young men in 
these programs: during their working hours at the church 
they have learned essential job skills from him and he has 
learned valuable life lessons from them. 
 

There have been significant improvements to the church 
facility during the 16 years Steve has been director. As he 
leaves, he hopes the improvements will continue--he  
especially hopes to see the landscaping on the north side 
of Bethlehem finished. 
 

Steve expects to enjoy his retirement by doing more  
traveling with his wife Pat, visiting his grandkids more 
often, and playing golf as much as possible. 
 

We are grateful for all that Steve has done for Bethlehem 
Lutheran Church. We wish him well during his retirement 
years. 

Celebrating the Retirement of Steve Casanova 
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Precious People of Bethlehem, 
 
One of the recent joys for me in ministry with you has been sharing in caring conversations with people in their last 
weeks of preparing to be confirmed.  We have amazing kids in this congregation!  Many of them are involved in 
sports, so I often invited them to think about the connections between sports and faith. 
 
Many sports have both personal and group components.  A hockey team practices together and each player also 
works on individual skills.  Swimmers train and do drills together and have personal goals and challenges.  Volleyball 
players communicate with one another and each have their own times to get after it or step back to let another hit 
the ball.  Coaches know the athletes and seek to coach each one to be the best with their unique strengths, shapes, 
and gifts. 
 
Likewise, as healthy people of faith, our Christian practice has personal and group components.  We gather together 
for “workouts” – some of which we call worship.  We do drills together – things that help us to do the fundamentals 
of the “sport.”  We pray together, we sing together, we hear scripture together, we serve and give together. 
 
Many of the confirmation student athletes talked about how their parents used to play hockey or volleyball or swim.  
Few of the parents still play, even though they want their kids to be athletes.  Since for some, being confirmed marks 
the milestone of ceasing to participate in church, we talked about this irony.  We discussed how they plan to  
continue practicing their faith.   
 
As leaders of Bethlehem, we are continually asking how we can provide engaging opportunities for people to  
practice the faith – to welcome, worship, teach/learn and serve.   
 
As people of Bethlehem, I invite you to look at your practices.  Are you actively engaged in the sport of your spiritual 
life?  Are you “in the game” as part of the team?  How might you like to try a fresh exercise or position on the team? 
 
I look forward to practicing with you this summer! 

 
 
 
 

Jeff Whillock 
Lead Pastor 

This Changes Everything  

 
Being a Christian is being a follower of Jesus. It's a life-
time of letting Jesus shape your life, time and priorities. 
Being a Christian, who happens to be Lutheran, means 
that we see everything as grace. We earn none of 
God's love, mercy and the blessings of life; it is all gift. 
Everything is God's gift to us and for us, in Jesus! Wow, 
this changes everything! 
 

As our high school students prepare this month for the 
National Youth Gathering in Houston, and as kids  
prepare for summer camp, we join in the summer  
joyful energy in worship. Each week, we will explore a 
story of how God changes some aspect of our life...for 
the good...and for the good of our neighbors. Grace 
truly can change...everything! 
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The school year has come to an end and the children are very excited to be 
headed to kindergarten!  In the last couple of weeks of school we visited 
Beadle's Floral and Nursery, reviewed the letters of the alphabet, numbers, 
sight words and even started reading some simple words.  We enjoyed the 
last few days with all of our new friends we made this year and ended with 
our Graduation on the final day of school.  I am so proud of the students 
and everything they have accomplished.  While I will miss the kiddos I am 
looking forward to the new crew that will be arriving for the next school 
year in a few short months!   

Christian Education registration! 
Registration is open for the 2018-2019 Christian Education year.  Sign 
your child up for Sunday or Wednesday School as soon as you know your 
plans.  Registration is available online under the Ministries tab at 
www.bethlehemaberdeen.org.  Hard copies of the form are available 
with Melissa or at the front desk. 
 
**If you are a parent and haven’t volunteered with our Sunday or 
Wednesday School program before or maybe had in the past but have 
been taking a break, consider volunteering this year.  As more people 
volunteer, the load for each person is lightened.  If you have questions 
about what volunteering might look like for you, talk to Melissa Zastrow, 
Director of Children’s Ministries. 

Family  
Faith Boxes 

 
Need something to help keep your kids 
growing in their faith this summer?  Check 
a Family Faith box from the Children’s  
Ministries office.  Read the stories and  
devotions.  Do the projects.  Bring it back 
when you are done.  Super simple!  The 
best part…the activities are FUN and  
engaging for kids and parents alike.  Stop 
by anytime to take a look at all of the  
options. 

Spark 
Family 

Magazine 
The newest Spark 
Family Magazine 
is here!  Grab a 
copy for your kids 
from the counter 
in front of the 

Children’s Ministry Office.  Kids in grades 1-3 
seem to be most drawn to the stories and 
activities in this quarterly magazine. 

Wednesday School Families 
Be on the lookout for a postcard inviting your child to help lead our 6:15 worship this summer.  We’ll highlight one grade 
(Pre-K through grade 5) each week starting mid-June and ending in early August.  Kids will meet at 5:45 to find out what they 
can do to help.  Common things children will be able to help with include serving as an acolyte, leading a (pre-written)  
prayer, leading the congregation in a familiar song and ushering.  More opportunities may be added as we find out what 
works best with each age! 

We are looking forward to  
Shipwrecked VBS on June 4-8.  

 
Be sure to come to worship on  

Wednesday, June 6th (6:15 p.m.) and/
or Sunday, June 10th (10 am) to hear 
the kids help lead worship with their 
songs.  If you want to help with VBS,  
contact Melissa through the church 

office! 
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June Middle School  
Activities 

 

Middle Schoolers (going into 6th, 7th or 8th) are invited to 
join in the fun on Wednesday nights this June! 
 
June 6 7:00-8:00 p.m. 
 Youth Center Open after  worship 
 
June 13 7:00-8:00 p.m. 
 Dodgeball  
 Youth Center Open 
 
June 20 8:00-10:00 p.m.  
 Thunder Road (watch for more information and 
 cost) 
 
June 27 No Middle School Activities 
 

Talk to Denny if you have questions! 

2018 ELCA Youth Gathering  
June 27 - July 1, 2018 Houston, TX 

 

Every three years we gather for a week of faith formation through days spent in  
interactive learning, worship, Bible study, service and fellowship.  All of us will grow in 
our faith and be challenged and inspired to live out our faith in our everyday lives.   
 
Please pray for this group as we prepare to serve and grow in our faith.  
Visit www.elca.org/gathering for lots more information! 

Congratulations to our 10th Grade Confirmation Class! 

High School  
Sizzlin' Summer Nights 

 

Open to all high school students (going into 9th - finished 
12th) Sunday nights starting June 3rd from 7:30-9:30. 

 
June 3 Eliminator @ Wylie/Twist Cone  
 
June 10 Movie Night @ Church 
 
June 17 Campfire @ Church 
 
June 24 Mystery Night 
 
*All activities subject to change depending on weather and 
availability.  

 
Follow @blchsyouth on Instagram for updates.   

See Sanessa with questions. 
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BLC Piecemakers 
 

BLC Piecemakers donate the quilts and care kits they construct to Lutheran World Relief (LWR). In the fall, a truck picks 
up the quilts made by the three Lutheran churches in Aberdeen and delivers them to the LWR warehouse in St. Paul, 
MN. Before the quilts are transported, Piecemakers hold a quilt sale and a portion of the proceeds are used to pay for 
this trucking service. The remainder of the 2017 quilt sale proceeds was sent to LWR as a donation to help offset the 
shipping costs they incur to get the quilts to their final destination. 
 
It costs about $2.25 per quilt for delivery to an area of the world where there is a need because of illness, disaster,  
conflict, poverty, etc. The letter below is the thank you our church received for this donation. It is only through your 
continued support of Piecemakers that we can send quilts and monetary donations to LWR so they can continue to 
help millions of less fortunate people and families around the world. 
 
Piecemakers will be having a quilt sale again this fall. These 60" x 80" quilts fit a single, full size, or kid's bed nicely. They 
also make great gifts for Christmas, birthdays, graduations, weddings, showers.  They are great to lay babies on, for kids’ 
play mats, to keep in your car during the cold, or just to cover up with on your couch.  
 
Thank you again for your support, donations, and prayers. God's blessings to you and to everyone who receives a quilt. 
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The monthly Study and Share Bible Study will take the 
months of June and July 2018 off from meeting. 
 
Study and Share will resume Thursday, August 9 with a 
Women of the ELCA social evening including a pot luck 

supper and Bible study.  Save the date and watch for details. 
 
Regular second Saturday meetings will resume in September 2018.  For information on subscriptions to “Gather”  
magazine, call Stacey Pence, 605-380-7964, or you can ask her any other questions regarding the Women of the 
ELCA unit at Bethlehem Lutheran Church of which all women of BLC are members. 
 
The June Bible study in the magazine is “Let Us Pray,” and session one is: “The paradoxes of prayer” by Anna 
 Madsen.  The July/August studies will continue this theme. 

July 26, 2018 

Augustana Elmen Center, Sioux Falls 
 

Featured Speaker Joyce Rupp is well known for her 

work as a writer, international retreat leader, and  

conference speaker. She is the author of numerous 

bestselling books, including Praying Our Goodbyes,  

Open the Door, and Fragments of Your Ancient 

Name.  If we have enough interest, we can drive the 

church van to Sioux Falls.  Please sign up at the 

church office if you are interested. 

Tuesday Ladies Making a Difference! 
 

The Tuesday Ladies have been busy making a difference in our 

community!  Recently they have collected peanut butter and jelly 

for local food banks.  At Christmas time, Tuesday Ladies also  

collected 30 bottles of laundry detergent and 30 large storage  

containers to help Lincoln School with their annual holiday project.  

Aging Gracefully 
“Understanding Hospice Care” 

Tuesday, June 12 at 2:00 p.m.  

East Fellowship Hall 
 

 
Hospice offers a unique gift to families that is many 

times not considered.  Did you know that hospice 

care is much more than just helping people journey 

through the last season of their lives?  Join the  

Aging Gracefully community on June 12th as we 

hear from hospice professionals on the many  

benefits of hospice care.  Hospice nurse, Jody Bull 

will lead us through a thoughtful discussion on  

debunking the many stereotypes of hospice and 

understanding the wonderful gift it offers.   
 

Aging Gracefully is free and open to the community 

as a partnership between Bethlehem Lutheran 

Church and Manor Care.   

Please call 225-9740 to RSVP. 
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MEET THE LEADERS OF BETHLEHEM 
LeRoy Adam -  Endowment Committee 

Background:  I grew up in  
Leola, South Dakota and moved 
to Aberdeen to attend NSU 
where I graduated with a de-
gree in Elementary Education.  I 
taught school in Warner for  
sixteen years.   
 
Hobbies:  I love to attend any 
and all athletic activities at high 
school and college levels in  

Aberdeen.  I enjoyed golfing until various surgeries put a 
stop to that.   
 
How long have you been a member of BLC?  I have 
been a member of Bethlehem for approximately ten 
years.   
 
What brought you to Bethlehem?  I was looking for a 
church to attend and was invited by some friends who 
are currently members at Bethlehem and I found it very 
welcoming.  

What keeps you at Bethlehem?  The excellent ministry of 
each of our pastors is very much appreciated.  
 
How has your involvement with your team affected 
your perspective of this church and/or yourself?  
Being a member of an usher team has helped me  
become more involved in the church and grow in my 
faith. 
 
What is the biggest challenge placed before your team?   
The biggest challenge before the Endowment Committee 
is causing an awareness and understanding of what the 
Endowment Committee consists of.   
 
If you had to pick one current ministry at BLC you think 
instrumental for the future development of this church, 
what would that be?   In order to have a future  
development of our church, I feel that we must have a 
ministry that encourages our youth to be more involved.   
 

Eagle Scout Project:  
Raised Gardens 

 

Bethlehem member, Don Weigel, Jr., has been busy working on his 
Eagle Scout Project building raised garden boxes for senior citizens 
and people with mobility challenges.  The gardens were an idea 
sparked after a BLC youth mission trip to Colorado in 2016.  He has 
built four  5’ x 2 1/2’ planters and a U-shaped planter.  These  
gardens are available to rent - contact Doug Eisenbeisz at 225-9740 
for more information.  Thank you Don Jr. and family for sharing this 
gift with Bethlehem! 

BLC Garden Plots 
  

Bethlehem has garden plots and raised  
gardens available to rent.   

Contact Doug Eisenbeisz at 
deisenbeisz@bethlehemaberdeen.org 
or 225-9740 for more information or to 

sign up.  

Garden Angels 
 

The Garden Angels are a small group of volunteers who maintain the 
flower gardens around the church grounds.  There will be more  
changes made to make our efforts more manageable, but we are  
hoping to add other "angels" who enjoy being outside tending to our 
flowers, grasses and bushes.  If you're interested and want more  
information, please call Char Akkerman at 225-6540 or 380-6929.   
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Mitchell Crawford Robert and Danielle Crompton 
(Not pictured: Everett Crompton ) 

Doug Eisenbeisz 

Josh and Lindsay Finer Lonnie & Dixie Garrett Ramona Grote 

Matthew & Jessica Kiefer  
and Aliyah* Torigian 

Scott Kolb Dan & Becky Martell 

The following new members were received May 5, 6 or 9th.   
Please give them a warm welcome into this community of faith. 

Cindy Beard Ashley Cahoy 
(Not pictured: Haley & Camden) 

Angie Campbell and  
Gary Rotenberger 
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The following new members were received May 5, 6 or 9th.   
Please give them a warm welcome into this community of faith. 

Jamie & Ava Nannenga 

Loren & Leah Nelson Hazel Swenson 

Jeremy, Bridget & Caleb* Timm Irene Walz 

Not pictured:  Chris, Melissa, 
Kalen, Talon, Amari* & Everly* 
Larson; Kyle and Jessa Zimmer 
  
*Denotes previously baptized  
member 

 

Celebrating 

 40 years of  

music ministry with 

Arliss Alberts 
 

 

On Sunday, June 10 at both 8:30 and 10:00 please come celebrate in worship and song as we mark the 40th  

Anniversary Milestone of Music Ministry with Organist Arliss Alberts.  After  each worship, there will be a  

reception for Arliss in the Fellowship Hall.  A card table will be set up during the week for folks to write notes of  

appreciation to Arliss.   
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April 2018 Financial Summary  

Sponsorship Opportunities 
  

Bethlehem offers a variety of weekly and monthly sponsorship opportunities which include: Radio Broadcasts,  
Bulletins, Website and Wednesday Night Suppers. The cost of a radio broadcast is $125. The cost of a Wednesday  
bulletin is $55 and the weekend bulletins are $75 (or sponsor a whole week of bulletins for $125).  Website  
sponsorships are also available at $100 per month.  The cost of a Wednesday Night Supper Sponsorship is $1,000 
each week or $500 to co-sponsor a weekly meal.  Please contact the church office at 225-9740 for more  
information on any of these opportunities.   

GENERAL FUND    

Analysis of Budgeted Revenues & Expenses  MTD    2018 YTD  

Revenues    $            112,799    $             474,102  

Expenditures   $            131,028    $             521,529  

Net Operating  $             (18,229)    $              (47,428) 

    

Summary of Assets & Liabilities    

Cash & Cash Equivalents  $            500,844    

Payables due within 15 days  $             (22,130)   

Due to Restricted Funds  $                  (773)   

Reserved for Others/Designated accounts  $           (129,746)   

Due to Mortgage Fund  $           (113,441)   

Total Unrestricted Cash Assets  $            234,753    
    

MORTGAGE & FUTURE MAINTENANCE FUNDS    

Income Statement  MTD    2018 YTD   

Revenues, Investment Activity & Other Sources   $              14,679    $               51,343  

Expenditures   $              10,166    $               32,094  

Net Operating   $                4,513    $               19,249  

    

Summary of Assets & Liabilities    

Cash & Cash Equivalents  $            169,541    

Due from General Fund for Mortgage Fund  $            113,441    

Total Mortgage Fund Assets  $            282,982    
    

Future Maintenance Account Cash Assets  $              19,979    
    

Mortgage Loan Payable  $          2,111,748    

Monthly Mortgage Payment  $              13,238    
    

SPECIAL DESIGNATED FUNDS    

Restricted Accounts (Social Concerns, WELCA, Memorials, GracePlace 
Bookstore & HUB Coffee Shop)  $              58,759    

Endowment Fund  $            537,052    
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MEMORIALS AND HONORARIUMS 
General Fund Memorials 

Given in memory of Louie Bartels by: Lonny & Brenda Bahr 
Given in memory of Lois Koester by: Ken & Bev Jones 
Given in memory of Donna Ness by: Ken & Camille Wolff, 
Robert & Marilyn Hadrick, Phil & Brenda Mitzel, Ruth Bonnet, 
Leland Hammer, Sylvia Jasinski, John & Donna Swanhorst,  
Warren, Nancy, Matt & Brett Tester, Sandra Swingler, Bonnie 
Locken, Jeanne Campbell, Keith & Anita Sharf, Jerald &  
Marlene Loebs, Janice Peterson, Bob & Joyce Bucholz, Richard 
Squire, Dick Paulson, Brenda Glasford, Ken & Carol Schwing-
hammer, Loel & Mary Davis, Jeanine Severson, Neil & Beverly 
Likness, Lori Zimbelman, Lorraine & Neil Bagaus, Betty Sanders, 
Todd & Sherri Campbell 
Given in memory of Carl Anderson by: Gerald & Gay Nichols, 
Audrey Anderson 
Given in memory of Eva Peterson by: Gerald & Gay Nichols 
 

Wednesday Night Supper Memorials 
Given in memory of Donna Ness by: Delores Deibert, Al & 
Carol Reuer, Phil & Kay VanDover, Robert & Dianne Larson 
Given in memory or Debbie Gallipo by: Marlys Sutten, Joe & 
Char Akkerman 
Given in memory of Mel Eisenbeisz by: Sandi Eisenbeisz & 
Moutray family  
 

Education Memorials 
Given in memory of Marlis Nack by: Patsy Weigel 
Given in memory of Debbie Gallipo by: Darlene Atkinson 
Given in memory or JoAnn Eisenbeisz by: Patsy Weigel 
 

Worship & Music Memorials 
Given in memory of Richard Milbrandt by: Tom & Barbara 
Paepke 
Given in memory of Marlis Nack by: Tom & Barbara Paepke 
Given in memory of Debbie Gallipo by: Al & Carol Reuer, Tom 
& Barbara Paepke 
Given in memory of JoAnn Eisenbeisz by: Maxine Holmes 
Given in memory of Lois Koester by: Phyllis Halvorson, Tom & 
Barbara Paepke 
Given in memory of Laverne Lahammer by: Tom & Barbara 
Paepke, LaRheta Fulker 
Given in memory of Carl Anderson by: Tom & Barbara Paepke 
Given in memory of Donna Ness by: Ron & Jean Johnson, 
Joycel Goodrich 
Given in memory of Mary Jane Rea by: Maxine Holmes 
 

Vacation Bible School Memorials 
Given in memory of Donna Dahme by: CJ & Stacia Willems 
 

Thanksgiving Dinner Memorials 
Given in memory of Debbie Gallipo by: Jerry & Susan Brick, 
Lonny & Dianne Helfinstine, Scott & Cyndi Bishop, Rev. Dr. Ron 
& Kathy Jensen 
 

Nicaragua Missions Memorials 
Given in memory of Richard Milbrandt by: Lonny & Brenda 
Bahr, Beverly Likness 
 

Piecemakers Memorials 
Given in memory of Lois Koester by: Delores Deibert, Brenda 
Glasford, Connie Walker  
 

Kitchen Fund Memorials 
Given in memory of Donna Ness by: Helen Anderson 
Given in memory of Dennis Duff by: Kay & Phil VanDover, 
Connie Walker 
Given in memory of JoAnn Eisenbeisz by: Florence Barton, 
Ron & Jean Johnson, Mary Walker 
 

Social Concerns Memorials 
Given in memory of JoAnn Eisenbeisz by: Al & Carol Reuer, 
Maxine Dinger 
 

Mortgage Fund Memorials 
Given in memory of JoAnn Eisenbeisz by: Crystal Swenson 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry Memorials 
Given in memory of Debbie Gallipo by: Phil & Kay VanDover 
 

Altar Candle Memorials 
Given in memory of JoAnn Eisenbeisz by: Marlys Sutten 
 

Unrestricted Memorials 
Given in memory of JoAnn Eisenbeisz by: Jason & Cheryl  
Lorenz, Art & Maggie Russo, Lee & Victoria Wilson, Reed & 
Kathleen Swenson, Beverly Likness, Pat Gauer & Mary Beyers, 
Lynn Hanson, Nancy Stange, Joycel Goodrich, Lori Zimbelman, 
Ed & Diane Golden, Dorothy Dockter, Anita Lorene Webb & 
Delon Lyren, Lonny & Brenda Bahr, Jean Rahja, Evan & Millie 
Harris, Harlin & Carol Knecht, Dennis & Marion Hartung, Layton 
& Paula Holstrom, Scott & Roberta Hagen, Shirley Jahraus, 
Doug & Kim Vogt, Pat, Jeff & Mark Wolff, Roger & Mary Ann 
Betlach, Great Plains Bank 
 

Landscaping Honorarium 
Given in honor of Benjamin Casanova by: Steve & Pat  
Casanova 
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Summer Schedule 
 

Wednesday Evenings: 
Supper from 4:45 - 6:00 

Beginning May 30 worship at 5:15 in the Chapel 

Worship at 6:15 in the Sanctuary 

 

Saturday Evenings: 
Worship at 5:15 in the Chapel 

 

Sunday Morning: 
Worship at 8:30 in the Sanctuary 

Worship at 10:45 in the Sanctuary 

(late service changes to 10:00 on May 27) 

 

Beginning May 27 transportation is available for 

the 8:30 Sunday service, as well as for supper and 

6:15 p.m. worship on Wednesday evenings. 

 

Office Hours  
Monday - Thursday 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Friday 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

If your summer schedule  
often has you away on 

weekends we have a new 
worship opportunity for 

you!  
 
Beginning May 30 we will offer a NEW 5:15 
Wednesday service in the Chapel.  This simple 
45 minute service will feature more traditional 
components, classic hymns and communion.   
We look forward to worshiping with you this 
summer! 


