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GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God

PRELUDE Once in Royal David's City - Settings by John A. Behnke, Wilbur Held
WELCOME & INVITATIONS

CANDLE LIGHTING LITURGY
In a world full of fear, where do you see glimmers of peace?

We see glimmers of peace in the quiet of early morning, when people shake hands, when
loved ones say they’re sorry, and when the church sings together.

You are right. Even in a fearful world, peace is all around us.

Today we light the candle of peace as a reminder of this good news. May this flicker of light help
us remember that even in a fearful world, peace is present. We only have to look for it.

Thanks be to God! Amen.

CANDLE LIGHTING HYMN O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

O Come, O Wisdom from on high
Embracing all things far and nigh
In strength and beauty come and stay
Teach us your will and guide our way
Rejoice!

Rejoice!

Emmauel
Shall come to you, O lIsrael
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CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Near the end of his ministry, John the Baptist reached out to Jesus with a heart full of anxiety.
John was in jail. He knew he might not get out, so he asked Jesus, “Did I make a mistake? Am [
making a difference here? Or did I get it all wrong?”’

Like John, let us be fully honest with Jesus about our innermost thoughts. We can pour our heart
out to God because God always meets us with grace, tenderness, and mercy.

So friends, let us go to God in prayer. Let us be honest, just like John the Baptist. Let us pray.

On-the-move God,

We have every reason to hold on to hope.

We have every reason to believe that spring will come,
That flowers will bloom, that the sun will rise.

And yet, too often hope slips through our fingers.
With anxious hearts we cry out to you,

“Will change ever come? Will things ever get better?
Will I ever make a difference?”

Soothe our wandering hearts and show us the places where the sun is shining.
Show us the places where you are on the move.

With open hearts we pray, Amen.

Family of faith,

In our honesty,

We are heard.

In our worries,

We are held.

In our failings,

We are forgiven.

In our fear,

We are not alone.

Friends, this is the good news of the gospel!
When we’re running out of hope, God is still at work.
Thanks be to God!

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN
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Blessed Be the God of Israel
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2 Now from the house of Da - vid a child of grace has come,
3 On all by death im - pris - oned the sun be-gins to  rise,
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Be - fore him goes the her - ald, fore - mun-ner in the  way,
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God shall ful - ill the prom - ise to  bring our peo-ple peace.
the proph-et  of sal - va - tion, the har - bin - ger of  day.
oh, bless our God and  Sav - jor with songs that nev - er ccase!

Text: Michael Perry, 1942-1996, based on Luke 1:68-79

Masic: MERLE'S TUNE, Hal H, Hopson. b 1933

Foxt © 1973 Jubvilate Hymes, adein. Hope Publishing Comguny,

Mussc © 19873 Hope Publishing Coospany, Carol Steeum, 1L 60188, All digins neseeved. Usod by parmission

APOSTOLIC GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song

SCRIPTURE ACCLAMATION

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia. Alleluia.

Alleluia




SCRIPTURE Matthew 11:1-11
Red: page 792, Brown: page 1070; Gray: page 1046

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY Looking Out a Prison Window
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we can  see God s al ways plant - Ing  seeds
free - dom comes And  we fin ally see the sun
all a - round New life springs up from the ground
mind and heart L ber - ate each cap - tive part
Words by Anna Strickland, 2023 Music by Merey Jotn Gauntivtt, 1543
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.



On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
(Use QR code to access prayer list.)

Congregation Response: God of grace, hear our prayer.

OFFERING
OFFERING MUSIC Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus - Setting by Hal H. Hopson
OFFERTORY Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful, Lord

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord,

And fill to the brim our cup of blessing.
Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown,
That we may be fed with the bread of life.
Gather the hopes and the dreams of all;
Unite them with the prayers we offer now.
Grace our table with your presence, and give us;
A foretaste of the feast to come.

OFFERING PRAYER

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have
blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our
lives to the care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave
himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.




PREFACE

HOLY HOLY HOLY

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might:
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

COMMUNION MUSIC Lamb of God

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; Have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; Have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; Grant us peace.

POST COMMUNION BLESSING

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE Thank the Lord

Thank the Lord and sing his praise; tell ev’ryone what he has done.
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear his name.
He recalls his promises and leads his people forth in joy
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia. Alleluia.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER



God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world

SENDING

BENEDICTION
In a fearful world,

Let us know that God is with us.

In a fearful world,

Let us choose courage whenever we can.

In a fearful world,

Let us remember that in all things, good news is louder than fear.
In the name of the one who calls,

The one who sends,

And the one who journeys with-
Let us go in peace and

Be not afraid.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN
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All Earth is Hopeful
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SENDING WORDS
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord! Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE Tell Out, My Soul - J. Wayne Kerr
Today’s Ministers
PrEACHING ... ettt e Pastor Jeff Whillock
PIESIAING ...ttt Pastor Matt Spoden
ASSISEING IMHNISTET ... et et sre e re s Bob Severson
U TS T =1 SR Darlyne Johnson & Pam Fauth
Visual CommuNICatioNS TECN .......ccerviiiiieicieicese e Grayson Rehder
Livestream Camera TECN ......coci it Brian Johnson
SOUNG TECNS ...ttt e Tom Leidholt & Gabe Harmel
Candle Lighting Family .........cccooeiiiiiiiiii e Kent Hanson Family

The Sanctuary & Chapel have a Hearing Loop to assist those with hearing loss. Activate the
T-coil feature on your hearing aid or use a Loop Listening device (available from the usher). If you
have questions, we'll be happy to connect you with another Hearing Loop user.

Radio Broadcast - Our Sunday 8:30 a.m. service is broadcast each Sunday morning at
10:45 on KGIM 1420 AM.

The Globe Offering will go to the family of Chet Moss. Chet Moss passed away on October
14, 2025. The globe offering will assist the family with funeral expenses.

The radio broadcast is sponsored by

Barbara Paepke, Anita Bosanko & The bulletin, website & livestream are sponsored
Debbie Jacobson in memory of by The Ring Family
their mother, Betty Pinkerton’s, in memory of Naomi Peterson Larson.
December 2nd birthday.

Giving to Bethlehem
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Scan the QR code for our simple, online giving portal. %
It’s the easiest and most convenient way to consistently = =
support the ministries of Bethlehem. As always, thank you m

for your generosity.

Questions about your giving? Contact Jeannie, Director of
Administration at jhaaland@bethlehemaberdeen.org.
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