
Season of Epiphany 
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8:30 AM  
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 (605) 225-9740 † www.bethlehemaberdeen.org 

office@bethlehemaberdeen.org 
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GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
 

PRELUDE              There's a Wideness in God's Mercy - Settings by David E. Tryggestad, Gerhard Krapf 

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

CENTERING TIME   
 

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS  

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we confess our 

sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  

(from 1 John 1:8) 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination.  
 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  

by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

http://www.facebook.com/BethlehemAberdeen
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For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,  

so that we may delight in your will  

and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives 

us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 

therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of 

the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 

GATHERING HYMN  All Are Welcome 
 

Let us build a house where love can dwell and all can safely live.  

A place where saints and children tell how hearts learn to forgive. 

Built of hopes and dreams and visions, Rock of faith and vault of grace. 

Here the love of Christ shall end divisions.  

All are welcome, All are welcome,  

All are welcome in this place.  
 

Let us build a house where hands will reach beyond the wood and stone, 

To heal and strengthen, serve and teach, and live the Word they’ve known. 

Here the outcast and the stranger bear the image of God’s face. 

Let us bring an end to fear and danger.  

All are welcome, All are welcome,  

All are welcome in this place.  
 

Let us build a house where all are named, their songs and visions heard. 

And loved and treasured, taught and claimed as words within the Word.  

Built of tears and cries and laughter, prayers of faith and songs of grace, 

Let this house proclaim from floor to rafter. 

All are welcome, All are welcome,  

All are welcome in this place.  
Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 Text © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

APOSTOLIC GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you. 
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KYRIE   

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

Amen. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE  This is the Feast 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 

Whose blood set us free to be people of God. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, 

And honor, blessing and glory are his. 

This is the feast of victory for our God 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Sing with all the people of God, 

And join in the hymn of all creation: 

Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 
 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 
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CHILDREN’S GOOD NEWS TIME  
 

SCRIPTURE ACCLAMATION  Alleluia 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 

SCRIPTURE  Luke 15:1-10 

Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. 2 And the Pharisees and 

the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 3 So 

he told them this parable: 4 “Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of them, 

does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he finds 

it? 5 When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. 6 And when he comes home, he 

calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my 

sheep that was lost.’ 7 Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who 

repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 8 “Or what woman 

having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp, sweep the house, and 

search carefully until she finds it? 9 When she has found it, she calls together her friends and 

neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.’ 10 Just so, I tell you, 

there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” 
 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God! 
 

SERMON  
 

HYMN OF THE DAY  There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy 

There's a wideness in God's mercy, 

Like the wideness of the sea; 

There's a kindness in God's justice 

Which is more than liberty. 

There is no place where earth's sorrows 

Are more felt than up in heav'n. 

There is no place where earth's failings 

Have such kindly judgment giv'n. 
 

There is welcome for the sinner, 

And a promised grace made good; 

There is mercy with the Savior; 

There is healing in his blood. 
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There is grace enough for thousands 

Of new worlds as great as this; 

There is room for fresh creations 

In that upper home of bliss. 
 

For the love of God is broader 

Than the measures of our mind; 

And the heart of the Eternal 

Is most wonderfully kind. 

But we make this love too narrow 

By false limits of our own; 

And we magnify its strictness 

With a zeal God will not own. 
 

Text: Frederick W. Faber, 1814-1863, alt. 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

     He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. 

     He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. 

     He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

     He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.     
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

Congregation Response: Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
 

VIDEO – WELCOME MINISTRY 
 

OFFERING  
 

OFFERING MUSIC Pastorale - Setting by Janet Linker 
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OFFERTORY                                                                              Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful, Lord 
 

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, 

And fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 

Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, 

That we may be fed with the bread of life. 

Gather the hopes and the dreams of all; 

Unite them with the prayers we offer now. 

Grace our table with your presence, and give us 

A foretaste of the feast to come. 
 

OFFERING PRAYER  

Welcoming God, Hospitality is generosity. When we welcome each child of God into the life 

of this church, we extend God’s own generous hospitality. We pray that these gifts will help 

support and grow the ministry here at Bethlehem. Help us to share that gentle welcome 

with others so that they can feel your warm embrace. Amen.  
 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING  

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE  
 

HOLY HOLY HOLY   

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
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THE LORD'S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
 

COMMUNION MUSIC  Lamb of God 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; Have mercy on us.  

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; Have mercy on us.  

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; Grant us peace.  
 

COMMUNION MUSIC  
 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING  
 

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE   Thank the Lord 
 

Thank the Lord and sing his praise; tell ev’ryone what he has done. 

Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear his name. 

He recalls his promises and leads his people forth in joy 

with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER  
 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 
 

BENEDICTION  
 

SENDING HYMN  In Christ Called to Baptize 

In Christ called to baptize, we witness to grace 

And gather a people from each land and race. 

In deep, flowing waters, we share in Christ's death, 

Then, rising to new life, give thanks with each breath. 
 

  



8 

In Christ called to banquet, one table we share, 

A haven of welcome, a circle of care. 

Although we are many, we share in one bread. 

One cup of thanksgiving proclaims Christ, our head. 
 

Unite us, anoint us, O Spirit of love, 

For you are within us, around us, above. 

Equip us for service with gifts you bestow. 

In Christ is our calling. In Christ may we grow. 
 

Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947 ~ Text © 1995 Pilgrim Press. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

SENDING WORDS  

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord! Thanks be to God! 
 

POSTLUDE  Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 

   - Setting by Emma Lou Diemer 
 

Today’s Ministers 

Preaching..................................................................................................... Pastor Heidi Youngquist 

Presiding ............................................................................ ……..…………… Pastor Jeff Whillock   

Assisting Minister…………………………………………………………………...Laura Saunders 

Musicians.. …………………………………………………….Cody Swanson & Darlyne Johnson 

Video Tech .................................................................................................................. TJ Wiedebush 

Sound Tech ....................................................................................... Al Suedmeier & Nate Johnson 
 

The Sanctuary has a Hearing Loop to assist those with hearing loss. Activate the T-coil feature on 

your hearing aid or use a Loop Listening device (available from the usher). If you have questions, 

we'll be happy to connect you with another Hearing Loop user. 

 The Globe Offering will go to Tim & Kristen Gonsoir. They live in Groton, SD.  Tim was injured in 

a semi accident on August 9.  His injuries have left him a quadriplegic.  His estimated discharge date 

was December 18.  Tim spent the first 3 weeks hospitalized in ICU in Sioux Falls before being flown to 

Craig Hospital in Eaglewood, Colorado, where he has been since.  Following his December discharge, 

Tim will spend 4 weeks in Craig outpatient rehabilitation.  Tim’s wife Kristen has stayed with Tim 

throughout his hospitalization.  Tim’s medical condition has resulted in many surgeries and will require 

many accommodations for life at home. 

 

Today’s livestream services are sponsored by Reed and Ann Rasmussen in memory  

of Doug Aberle. 
 

The January website is sponsored by Deb Dahme in memory of her grandson, Blair Harvey Neiger 

and her husband, Craig Dahme. 


