
  

 

Connecting with God, One Another and Our Mission in the World 

Journal for the Journey 
July/August 2019 

 

Summer 

Schedule 
 

Wednesday Evenings: 

Supper from 4:45 - 6:00 

Traditional worship at 5:30 

Contemporary worship at 6:15  

 

Saturday Evenings: 

Worship at 5:15 

 

Sunday Mornings: 

Worship at 8:30 

Worship at 10:00 
 

Transportation is available for 

the 8:30 Sunday service, as 

well as for supper and 6:15 

worship on Wednesday  

evenings. 

 

Office Hours  
Monday - Thursday  

8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Friday 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

Encounters with Heaven:  

Heavenly Stories and Songs 
Saturday, July 20 at 5:15 p.m. &  

Sunday, July 21 at 8:30 & 10:00 a.m.  

Bethlehem Sanctuary 

Come and be inspired by a truly unique and beautiful worship experience, 

“Encounters with Heaven,” presented by Heavenly Harp music ministry. Harpist/

vocalist/storyteller Karin Gunderson and vocalist Amanda Pace take the  

congregation on a journey that deeply touches hearts, as they interweave elegant 

harp music and vocal harmonies with true stories of those who have experienced 

God’s surprising presence in encounters with heaven, miracles, angels, Jesus and 

more.   

 

Karin and Amanda’s repertoire includes beautiful renditions of peaceful Christian 

music and beloved hymns that the congregation is invited to sing with them.  

 

Gunderson founded her Heavenly Harp music ministry in 2004. She is author of the 

book “Encounters with Heaven - Stories of God’s Surprising Presence,” which  

contains 100 heavenly stories.  For more information about Karin and her ministries, 

visit: www.ChristianHarpMusic.com and KaringJourney.com.    

 

See page 3 for  

information on the new 

Bishop-Elect for the 

South Dakota Synod 
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Beloved People of Bethlehem, 

 

Spring is a season of newness.  This spring, the people of South Dakota elected a new bishop, Constanze Hagmaier.  She 

is one of many women elected to be bishops in the ELCA this spring, and will be the second female bishop of South  

Dakota. 
 

For some people, having women in leadership is uncomfortable and even unacceptable.  Numerous churches in our  

community and denominations will not allow women to serve as pastors or other leadership positions.  Certainly they 

point to Bible passages to justify their exclusions. 
 

As people of Bethlehem, we seek to have Jesus be the center.  As we look to Jesus, we see him entrusting leadership to 

women.  One example: Easter morning we see Jesus entrusting the very good news of Easter to an unlikely person: Jesus 

said to her, "Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, 

'I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.'"  Mary Magdalene went and announced to the 

disciples, "I have seen the Lord"; and she told them that he had said these things to her. (John 20:17-18) 
 

I am grateful to serve a congregation and a denomination that celebrates the gifts of all God’s people, welcomes all to the 

table, and invites everyone to offer their gifts in service to the church and our neighbors.   
 

I am grateful to serve a congregation that includes you – with your unique gifts and talents, as well as your unique  

convictions and quirks.   
 

Thanks for being a vital part of God’s church! 

 

 

 

 

 

Jeff Whillock 

Lead Pastor 

Congregation Meeting Update 
 

On Sunday, June 9th, there was a Special Congregation Meeting called for the purpose of addressing numerous facility 
issues including recommendations for repairing the roof over the original kitchen.  The voting members overwhelmingly 
(120 to 1) approved replacing the roof using up to $33,000 from the Mortgage Fund.   
 
Property Resources Team and Sanctuary Task Force members also shared updates on the heating and cooling system 
as well as possible updates to the sanctuary.  This building, which some call “New Bethlehem,” is nearly 21 years old.  
(The march from Bethlehem on 4th & Jay was Thanksgiving week 1998).  This facility has served the mission and ministry 
marvelously for two decades.  And it’s time that numerous components will be needing attention.   
 
Bethlehem has a long practice of setting aside money for significant maintenance.  Routinely 2% of gifts to the general 
fund are transferred to the Future Maintenance Fund for this purpose.  Most of the time, there has been sufficient  
money to cover the necessary facility maintenance.  However, two roofing projects have required funds beyond those 
available in the Future Maintenance Fund. 
 
Bethlehem’s leadership will be continuing to assess the needs and resources as well as communicate with the  
congregation about these matters.   
 
If you have questions or would like to make a special gift to assist with these facility matters, please contact Janis Heier, 
Director of Administration at jheier@bethlehemaberdeen.org or 605-225-9740. 
 
Thank you for your participation in the life of Bethlehem and your support of the ministry & facility. 
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About Our Bishop-Elect  
Constanze Hagmaier 

 
The Rev. Constanze Hagmaier was elected June 1 during the Synod 
Assembly to serve a six-year term as bishop of the South Dakota Synod 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). 
  
Bishop-Elect Constanze Hagmaier is married to The Rev. Dirk  
Hagmaier and they have two biological children: Paul, 20; Emma, 4; 
and one foster son, Lymann, 21. The Bishop-Elect Hagmaier and The 

Rev. Dirk have most recently been serving as the Pastors at Trinity Lutheran Church in Madison, SD. Bishop-Elect  
Hagmaier’s previous positions are as follows: 

  Co-pastor – Waubay Lutheran Parish, Waubay, SD 
  Interim Co-pastor – Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Aberdeen, SD 
  Co-pastor – Florence Lutheran Parish, Florence, SD 
  Pastor – Salem Lutheran Church, Parkston, SD 

  
Bishop-Elect Hagmaier’s first experience of SD was in 1987 as a Rotary exchange student, where she lived in Sioux Falls 
and attended Brandon Valley High School as a Junior and worshiped at Brandon Lutheran. Upon her return to  
Germany she continued her education at the Ruprecht Karl’s University in Heidelberg, Germany, where she graduated 
with her Master of Divinity degree in 1999. Upon the family’s immigration to the US in September 1999, both The Rev. 
Dirk and Bishop-Elect Hagmaier affiliated with Luther Seminary, Saint Paul, MN. The couple was ordained while serving 
the Waubay Lutheran Parish at NeSoDak Bible Camp on February 10, 2001. 
  
Bishop-Elect Hagmaier will succeed Bishop David Zellmer and take office on September 1, 2019 as Bishop of the South 
Dakota Synod, ELCA following a month of overlap in August. Please keep the South Dakota Synod in your prayers as 
we enter into this time of transition. Bishop-Elect Hagmaier said that she is grateful for the outpouring of support, well 
wishes and prayers as the family transitions into this new phase of their life. She is looking forward to meeting the  
people of the synod in their respective ministry settings, conference and Synodical events.  

Like kids?  Want to make a little money? 
 
We are looking to fill some openings within our Children’s Ministries department.  Apply for one or more positions  
today if you love kids and would like to work in the Bethlehem environment!  If you have questions, check in with 
Melissa Zastrow, Director of Children’s Ministries (mzastrow@bethlehemaberdeen.org) or Janis Heier, Director of  
Administration (jheier@bethlehemaberdeen.org) at our emails or by phone at (605) 225-9740.  To apply, go to the  
Bethlehem website and click on “Position Openings” under the “About Us” tab.  Paper applications are also available at 
the church office.  All applicants must be 18 years of age and will be required to submit to a background check. 
 

Nursery Attendant Substitutes: Watch babies through four year olds while parents attend worship and 

adult education, or while they volunteer in the Christian Education programs.  Apply for this position if you are free  
Sunday mornings and/or Wednesday late afternoon/evenings.  We are looking for substitutes for when our regular 
nursery attendant is unavailable. 
 

Daycare Assistant: If you enjoy preschool aged (4-5) children and working with others, we have a job for you. 

Supervise children enrolled in our Pre-Kindergarten program while they are not at school. While the kids are working on 
"school stuff" in Pre-K, the focus in the daycare is on free play, practicing good manners, and getting along with others. 
Our daycare is open from 7:30-5:30 Monday through Friday. Scheduled hours will vary. We are looking for people who 
would like to work between 10 and 25 hours per week throughout the school year. If you have questions, please  
contact Melissa through the church office at (605) 225-9740. Applications are available at the church office or on our 
website at www.bethlehemaberdeen.org. 
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If you have a child who will be 4 or 5 
before September 1, 2019 we hope 
your family joins us for the 2019-2020 
school year!  Space is available in our  
Pre-K plus daycare with care available  
Monday - Friday 7:30 am - 5:30 pm.   
 

Registration forms are available at the church welcome desk.  If 
you have any questions please contact Erica Atkins at 
prek@bethlehemaberdeen.org or Melissa Zastrow at 
mzastrow@bethlehemaberdeen.org. 

Vacation Bible School 
What a wonderful week we had!  There were 266 kids filling our building with joy, laughter, smiles, and learning 
from June 3rd through the 7th.  Our theme this year was Life is Wild: God is Good.  The themes each day were: 
 

 Monday – When life is unfair…God is Good! 
 Tuesday – When life is scary…God is Good! 
 Wednesday – When life changes…God is Good! 
 Thursday – When life is sad…God is Good! 
 Friday – When life is good…God is Good! 

 

We would like to share our thanks.  Thank you for praying for us as we prepared and cared for these children.  Thank 
you for all who volunteered their time.  It took over 120 volunteers plus Bethlehem’s staff to make this week  
happen.  Thank you to all who financially supported VBS either with your regular offering, a special gift to VBS, or by 
purchasing supplies from the donation board.  We sincerely appreciate you!! 

Christian Education Registration 
 

Registration is open for the 2019-2020 Christian Education year.  
Thank you to SO many of you who have already signed up your  
children for this fall’s programs.  If you haven’t done so yet, now 
is a great time.  Getting your child signed up early gives you one 
less thing to do come August and helps us plan accordingly.  Get 
your child’s name on the list for whichever day works best for 
your family.   
 

Registration is available online under the “Ministries” tab at 
www.bethlehemaberdeen.org.  Click “Children” to register 
those going into grades 5 and under.  Hard copies of the form 
are also available with Melissa or at the front desk. 

Do you have a middle or 
high school student who 
likes working with kids?   

 

We’d love to have their assistance with  
Sunday and Wednesday School.   
Assistants can help kids with projects, 
get involved with music, calm anxious 
children, and help teach lessons if they 
are interested.  If you have a youth in 
grades 6-12 who would like to help, have 
them chat with Melissa to get on the 
list! 

Before we know it, it will be back to 
school time.  Around here, back to school 
means Bible time!  Kids entering the  
preschool level (must be three by Sept. 
1, 2019) will receive a Spark Story Bible, 
and those entering grade 3 will receive a 
NRSV Bible.  Be sure to have your child 
registered for Sunday or Wednesday 
School so they get their invitation to 
attend our worship service where Bibles 
will be handed out at the end of August. 

mailto:prek@bethlehemaberdeen.org
mailto:mzastrow@bethlehemaberdeen.org


5 

Ashlee Thorson awarded the  
2019-20 Walberg Family Scholarship 

 
The Endowment Committee is pleased to announce that they have awarded Ashley 
Thorson the 2019-20 Walberg Family Scholarship.  The Walberg Scholarship is a 
$1,000 academic scholarship award to a student pursuing an education in the field of 
Nursing or Seminary. 
 
Ashlee is a member of Bethlehem and a Senior at Ipswich High School.  Ashlee will be 
pursuing her education in Nursing at Lake Area Vocational Technical Institute in  
Watertown, SD. Congratulations Ashlee! 

Middle School Day Trip 
(Grades 6-8) Fall 2019  

SIOUX FALLS SKY ZONE  
Wednesday, July 17  
8:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.  

 

BLC will cover cost for Sky Zone and transportation.  
Kids need money for Empire Mall food and shopping.   

 

PRE-REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED.  Please return the form  
below to Denny no later than July 8! Meet at the Bethlehem 
garage by 7:45 a.m. Kids can be picked up from BLC Garage 
at 8:00 p.m.  Note: We can only take 24 kids!   

REGISTRATION FORM  

Middle School Sioux Falls SkyZone Trip  

Wednesday, July 17, 8:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
Grade_____ (Fall 2019)  

Child’s Name            

Address            

Kid’s Cell Phone           

Parent Name            

Parent’s Cell Phone           

 

MUST HAVE SKY ZONE WAIVER FORM TO PARTICIPATE:  Please go online to  

www.skyzone.com/siouxfalls and fill out the waiver form for your child. Don’t assume they have one on 

file. Waivers expire yearly.  
 

I have gone online and filled out the waiver form.  
Parent Signature        

Date______________________  

July Middle School 

Activities  
Middle Schoolers (going into 6th, 7th or 8th) are invited to 
join in the fun on Wednesdays! 
 

07/10 3:00-5:00 p.m. Open Gym & Youth Center 
07/17 SkyZone Trip (see registration form) 
07/24 3:00-5:00 p.m.  Open Gym & Youth Center 
07/31 3:00-5:00 p.m.  Open Gym & Youth Center 
 

Talk to Denny at dsmook@bethlehemaberdeen.org or  
225-9740 if you have questions! 
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The following new members were received on May 29 or June 2.  

Please give them a warm welcome into this community of faith. 

John, Connie, Connor,  
Jackson, Cara & Johnna 

Borchers 

Brandon, Brittney & Rylee 
Bulson 

Mike & Kelly Grieben 

Nicole, Hailey, Kaitlyn & Linsey Crawford 
and Derek Rieck  

Laurie Hinman Tasha & Paizley Luce and 
Robert Voeller 

Joe Phipps 

Jon & Amanda Peterson 

Bruce & Tracy Pokarney 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Brown County Fair is coming up on 

August 12 - 18 so save the date. We will 

once again be having a booth at the 

fair. If you are interested in  

volunteering for the booth please  

contact Doug Eisenbeisz or Pastor Rhia. 

Baptism Orientation 
Anyone considering baptism or just interested in learning 

more about baptism is invited to attend baptism orientation 

on Sunday, June 30 at 11:15 a.m. in the Chapel.   
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Aging Gracefully 
 

Every second Tuesday at 2:00 p.m. you will find fr iendly 

folks gathering in the East Fellowship Hall for a little faith, 

community and education!  Speakers from various fields and 

topics offer insight and information that hopes to help us age 

gracefully!  All are welcome and there is a place for you!  

 

Upcoming Gatherings:   
 

July 9th - Church Picnic with Ice Cream Sundaes and 

 Hymn Sing. 
 

August 13 - Guest Speaker  Kathi Herreid from the Sioux  

 Falls Alzheimer’s Foundation will be speaking. 

Women of Bethlehem 
 

Wondering what you might want to do on Tuesday, July 30 from 

5:30 to 8:30 p.m.?  Look no fur ther…there will be a potluck 

supper for all women of Bethlehem.  Gather ing time is 5:30; 

dinner at 6:00. Bible study will follow with a break for dessert!   
 

The Bible Study will be on the 3 sessions of study from the  

summer issues of Gather magazine. Titled For just such a time 
as this, the study leads us through the Bible book of Esther.  A 

strong woman says “no” to the king.  Esther, who wants to be 

Queen, says “yes” to the king and, ultimately, saves the Jewish 

people from annihilation.  Come to the study and see how  

exciting (and perhaps a little spicy) this study will be!  You 

know you want to.  Bring your friends, too!  ALL are welcome 

here! 

July 25, 2019 

Augustana University Elmen Center  

(2505 S. Grange Ave.) 
 

The sixth annual Aging Faithfully Conference brings together 

some of the best voices across religious traditions to discuss how 

faith and well-being are different in the second half of life, and 

how that can be celebrated in daily living.  The featured speaker 

will be Peter W. Marty.  Online registration is now open.  Learn 

more at augie.edu/aging. 

Bethlehem’s Piecemakers  

are in need of the following 

items for use in assembling  

kits to send to Lutheran 

World Relief. 
 

Personal Care Kits 
 New or gently used light or medium 

weight bath towels (size 52”x27”) 

dark colored recommended 

 Adult-size toothbrushes  (each  

individually wrapped) 

 Sturdy hair combs (for use on thick 

hair) 

 Metal nail clippers 

 Bath size bars of soap, any brand but 

Ivory is recommended (each in  

original wrapping) 
 

Sewing Kits 
 Three yards of 44” or 45” cotton or a 

cotton blend fabric; four yards if 

36”; two and one-fourth yards if 60” 

 Two spools of neutral colored,  

general purpose thread (each spool 

250-300 yards) 
 

Baby Kits (items can be new or 

gently used) 
 Lightweight cotton shirts or onesies 

(long or short sleeved) 

 Long or short-sleeved sleepers  

 Cloth Diapers 

 Receiving blankets (medium weight 

cotton or flannel) 

 Jackets, sweaters or sweatshirts 

(with or without a hood) 

 Baby caps 

 Baby socks 

 Hand towels (dark color  

recommended) 

 Diaper pins or large safety pins 

 

 

We are also in need of fabric 

scraps, all colors and  

patterns, to be used for the  

Unraveled sermon series.  

Scraps can be dropped off at 

the church office before  

July 12. 
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MEET THE LEADERS OF BETHLEHEM 
Brandon Christiansen - Human Resource Team 

Background:   
I grew up in Pierre, 
SD and came to  
Aberdeen to attend 
NSU pursuing my  
education in market-
ing and commercial  
design.  I then shifted 
my focus to follow 
my passion in  
marketing but also in 
management.  I have 
had the privilege to 
work with several 
Aberdeen based 
companies and a 
couple of non-
Aberdeen based 

companies during my time in Aberdeen.  
 

Family:  Spouse – Rebecca and daughters Sophia &  
Abigail. 
 

Work:  I am a Regional Sales and Marketing Manager at 
Primrose Retirement Communities. 
 

Hobbies:  I enjoy coaching Sophie in the sports that she 
is playing at any given time, BBQing, and hitting some 
golf balls when there is time.   
 

How long have you been a member of BLC?  We have 
been members for 9 years. 
 

What brought you to Bethlehem?  We were looking for 
a church that could provide us with both a welcoming 
environment by meeting us where we were in life and 
the traditional services that we had come to love as 
younger persons.  
 

What keeps you at Bethlehem?  We have been able to 
find the times that work well for our family needs and the 

flexibility of worship services as our lifestyles have 
changed as well.  The service we regularly attend has 
been open and gracious with our young girls as they 
have been growing up from infant and perhaps crying in 
a service or two to the mischievous ages of toddler and 
young child.  The embracing of the girls and wanting to 
see them be the people they are is the culture I look for 
in a church.   
 

How have the ministries at BLC affected your life and 
your faith?  I have found myself wanting to learn more 
about my faith because of opportunities like O2.   
Although I haven’t attended in quite some time, I always 
felt that from those experiences, my eyes were opened to 
a deeper faith level that could be achieved. 
 

How has your involvement with your team affected 
your perspective of this church and/or yourself? 
Working with the HR team has provided me with  
opportunities to see how much really goes into the day 
to day aspects of the church.  This has allowed me to see 
that church isn’t only a Sunday thing.   
 

What is the biggest challenge placed before your team? 
Most of HR is case by case, but the overarching  
challenge is ensuring that Bethlehem is a wonderful place 
for our employees to live out their passions.  Driving a 
strong culture of respect and fairness is always at the  
forefront of the mind.  
 

If you had to pick one current ministry at BLC you think 
instrumental for the future development of this church, 
what would that be?   Education – the stronger our  
education programs become the more attractive the  
program becomes to new members looking to deepen 
their family’s relationship with Jesus.  Additionally, the 
education program allows for continued member  
involvement with the ministry through their own  
development in their relationship or in volunteer  
opportunities to pass down the traditions and knowledge 
of the church to the next generation.    

Above:  Brandon, Rebecca,  

Sophia & Abigail Christiansen 

Have you ever felt like life is unraveling around you?  
Maybe it’s a big tear or maybe a small snag that has 
left a hole. We desperately try to hold it all together 
on our own while the threads begin to wear and tear. 
What does it look like to search for God in the gray 
area of our lives? How do we press onward when our 

tightly-knit plans unravel into loose threads? To unravel is to acknowledge and grieve what has fallen apart to allow 
God's newness to unfurl. Beginning July 13/14, this worship series will explore stories of unraveled shame, identity, 
fear, grief, dreams, and expectations. These are stories where God meets us in the spiraling, unraveling our plans—
and us—into something new. Life doesn't always go as planned—sometimes that’s good, and sometimes that’s painful. 
Sometimes we need God to unravel us, for we long to be changed.  
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Joint Commission Meeting Highlights - June 18, 2019 

President-Elect Vicci Stange called the meeting to order. For 
devotions, Pr. Jeff led Dwelling in the Word experience with 
Ephesians 2:8-22 (NRSV).  Joint Commission members 
shared what captured their imagination in the passage as 
well as how this passage helps us to imagine what God may 
be doing in our lives and church now. 
 

Membership Changes:   
MEMBERS ADDED  
 Baptisms: Rylee Jo Bulson 6/8/2019 
New Members (rec’d 5/29, 6/1 & 6/2): John, Connie,  
 Connor, Jackson, Cara & Johnna Borchers; Brittany  
 Bulson; Nicole, Hailey, Kaitlyn & Linsey Crawford and  
 Derek Rieck; Mike & Kelly Grieben; Laurie Hinman; Tasha 
 & Paizley Luce and Robert Voeller; Jon & Amanda  
 Peterson; Joe Phipps; Bruce & Tracy Pokarney  
MEMBERS REMOVED:   
 Death: Hugo Carlson 5/21/2019  
 Moved: Benjamin Ernst moved to MN 6/12/2019 
  

Grants for New Ministry Initiatives:  Approved a grant for 
5K Walk/Run/Roll in coordination with Fall 2019 Worship  
Series. 
 

Collaborating – Reports from each of the teams were 
shared including: 
SANCTUARY TASK FORCE: Continuing to receive bids for 
the Sanctuary floor.  The work may be scheduled for  

summer 2020. 
SAFETY & SECURITY TASK FORCE:  Installation of  
additional security cameras has begun.  Continuing work on 
other systems throughout the building.  
FINANCIAL RESOURCES TEAM:  Received a financial  
update.  Discussion of the Future Maintenance Fund and 
significant repairs that will be forthcoming with 20+ year old 
facility. 
HUMAN RESOURCES TEAM:  Discussed the Medical Leave 
Policy and Vacation Policy.  Reviewed the recent All Team 
Meeting. 
PROPERTY RESOURCES TEAM:  Carter Stulken is working 
with Team on his Eagle Scout project.  Joint Commission 
approved the recommendation from the Property Resource 
Team to select Grote Roofing to repair the kitchen roof.  
Classroom wall partitions cannot be installed as anticipated 
so situation is being reconsidered.  The team is considering 
options for the south entrance sidewalk and looking at dif-
ferent repairs needed around the building. 
WORSHIP MINISTRY TEAM:  Looking for volunteers to 
help with the power point during services. 
SERVING MINISTRY TEAM:  The Seed the Need project 
continues.  The team has a list of names of people able to 
help with projects.  The team is working on a family serving 
project.   
 

The meeting closed with prayers of thanks and help. 

MEMORIALS AND HONORARIUMS 
General Fund Memorials 

Given in memory of Beverly Odde by: Jarrett Jones 
Given in memory of Dick Jensen by: Bob & Jeanine Severson 
Given in memory of Dick Conley by: Bob & Jeanine Severson 
Given in memory of Delano Wood by: Lucille Tollifson, Jerry & 
Susan Brick, Mr. & Mrs. Dean Knie, Scott & Roberta Hagen, Mr. & 
Mrs. Duane Helgelien 
Given in memory of Lana Rozell by: Shirley Asselmeier, Bill &  
Linda Roth, Jerome & Joyce Pfeiffer, Ralph & Janice Borge, Bradley 
& Carla Remmich 
 

Grounds Beautification Memorials 
Given in memory of Joel VanDover by: Trish Stib 
 

Vacation Bible School Memorials 
Given in memory of Dorothy Barringer by: James & Gloria  
Barringer 
Given in memory of Lana Rozell by: Robert & Wilma Luce 

 

Pastoral Care and Home Communion Memorials 
Given in memory of Merle Finley by: Bill & Linda Roth, Norma 
Miller, Merle Finley Family 

 

Mortgage Fund Memorial 
Given in memory of Delano Wood by: Ruth Wood & Family, Arliss 
Alberts 
Given in memory of Hugo Carlson by: Harriet Heupel  

 

Milestone Ministry Memorial 
Given in memory of Merle Finley by: James & Jolinda Finley 
 

Worship & Music Memorial 
Given in memory of Del Wood by: Bill & Linda Roth  

Kitchen Fund Memorial 
Given in memory of Delano Wood by: Jerome & Joyce Pfieffer 

 

Unrestricted Memorials 
Given in memory of Delano Wood by: Lois Ablin, Marlys Sutten, 
Evan & Millie Harris, Lucille Tollifson, Linda Rietz, Ed & Diane Gold-
en, Oscar & Carol Fiedler, Dave & Peggy Ford, Vernon & Verna 
Walth, George & Ruth Casanova, Ted & Joanne Ablin, Mary Walk-
er, Linda Stabbe, Pearl Knutson, James & Jolinda Finley, Sonnie & 
Diane Beaman, Dorothy Gilbertson, Ginny Blood, Abdalla & 
Earleen Hanafy, Scott Finley 
Given in memory of Lana Rozell by: Travis & Tiffany Hoeft 
 

 

Bell Tower Flower Memorials 
Given in memory of Colleen Stange’s June 15th Birthday by: Jerry 
& Susan Brick 

 

Education Memorials 
Given in memory of Lana Rozell by: Dallas & Joan Solberg 
Given in memory of Merle Finley by: James & Jolinda Finley 
 

Youth Ministry Memorials 
Given in memory of Lana Rozell by: Stan & Kari Jung Family 
 

Wednesday Night Supper Memorials 
Given in memory of Hugo Carlson by: Ron & Jean Johnson 

 

Worship and Music Honorariums 
Given in memory of Maxine Holmes’ 90th Birthday by: Nancy 
Stange, Phyllis Halvorson 
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Ben & Margaret Benson 
Leaving a Legacy for Bethlehem 

We thank Linda Ellis for her contribution to this article. 
 
Ben Benson was a life
-long member of 
Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church. Having been 
baptized and  
confirmed here, Ben 
spent his entire life 
involved in the life of 
this church. Ben & 
Margaret Benson’s 
estate provided a 
legacy gift to the 
Bethlehem’s  
Endowment Fund. 

 

Linda Ellis shared her first recollection of Ben Benson as  
Sunday School Superintendent. “I sat on a small chair as a 
preschooler in a crowded church basement with hundreds 
of other Sunday School children while Mr. Benson gave a 
short lesson, led us in a song and then sent us off with a 
prayer to our individual Sunday School classrooms which 
may have been in the church kitchen, balcony, coat room or 
in the High House, 2 doors down from the church, owned 
and used by the church for Sunday School expansion.”  Mr. 
Benson said, “We are bursting at the seams.” 
 

Linda recalls that the growth and health of Bethlehem and 
the church and its family was always Ben’s focus. From 
those early days, each time Bethlehem grew or changed, 
Ben Benson was involved in some way. 

 

Ben continued his  
leadership of the Sunday 
School ministry from the 
late 40s through the time 
the new Education  
Building was built and in 
use in the mid-50s. In the 
70s, Ben led a committee 
charged with a plan for 
repairing and remodeling 
the old church.  
 

In the 90s, those changes 
were no longer adequate 
for the growing  
congregation, and Ben 
became a part of the  
committee searching for a 
site that would become 
home to our current 
church. Ben could see the 
Milwaukee Avenue  

property from his own backyard, and as it has been  
reported, he became the “Sidewalk Superintendent” of the 

project, making daily trips to the site and checking on the 
progress of the building. There is a story within Ben’s family 
that both he and his wife Margaret watched the develop-
ment of the new building closely. One day at lunch at the 
Benson home, the noon prayer was “Come Lord Jesus…to 
us be blessed. And please let the roofers get back quickly 
after this rain. They are getting behind.”  
 

As the old Education 
Building was set to be 
demolished in 2012 to 
prepare for the  
construction of the new 
public library, Ben assisted 
in the opening of the time  
capsule taken from the 
cornerstone, containing a 
complete roll of the  
Sunday School students 
he had lovingly guided so 
many years before.   
 

According to Ellis, even in Ben’s last years, as the  
comprehensive new addition project was undertaken, Ben 
was interested. He was no longer living in his family home, 
but asked to be driven from his apartment at Towne Square 
through the construction area several times so he could 
view the progress and at least twice got a personal tour of 
the under-construction facility from his wheelchair, courtesy 
of Steve Casanova, the former Director of Facilities. 
 

In addition, Ben served as the Congregation President and 
sang in the Senior Choir for 50 years, lending his beautiful 
tenor voice to both harmony and solos. He was involved in 
Lutheran Brotherhood, the men’s organization, and was 
seen every year serving the women’s Lenten Luncheons.  
Former Parish Secretary and good friend of Ben, Hazel 
Sandve-Swenson, recalls that whenever there were tasks to 
be done at Bethlehem, Ben was likely there helping. “He 
spent so much time working for this church”, she said, “and 
anything he tackled, he gave his all.” 
 

Ben also cared about the community of Aberdeen. He was 
very active in the Men’s Barbershop Chorus for many years. 
Perhaps most notably, Ben was a life member of Sertoma, 
serving and improving life in Aberdeen through his leader-
ship in the development of Storybook Land at Wylie Park. 
 

Ben was widely known and is remembered as ever the  
perfect gentleman. He was positive, friendly, helpful and 
kind. He did his work in a quiet, unassuming manner with 
no desire for accolades. Ben was a champion of Bethlehem 
with an eye on the needs of the future but also with a keen 
awareness of the many and rich blessings of the past.     
 

Bethlehem expresses their gratitude to Ben (1921-2018) & 
Margaret (1920-2010) Benson for their loving and thoughtful 
generosity.  

Above: Ben Benson, Sunday School 
Superintendent, pictured in the  

Bethlehem Parish House dedication 
booklet from 1956 

Above: Ben & Margaret Benson 

Above: Ben Benson and Hazel Swenson 
looking through the time capsule from 

the old Bethlehem Education Wing. 
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May 2019 Financial Summary  

GENERAL FUND    

Analysis of Budgeted Revenues & Expenses  MTD    2019 YTD  

Revenues    $              90,431    $             700,431  

Expenditures   $            128,242    $             646,459  

Net Operating  $             (37,811)    $               53,972  

    

Summary of Assets & Liabilities    

Cash & Cash Equivalents  $            495,366    

Accounts Receivable  $                       -    

Accounts Payable due within 30 days  $             (27,473)   

Pre-paid fees  $                  (300)   

Due to Restricted Funds  $               (1,350)   

Reserved for Others/Designated accounts  $           (113,268)   

Due to Mortgage Fund  $           (110,983)   

Total Unrestricted Cash Assets  $            241,991    

    

MORTGAGE & FUTURE MAINTENANCE FUNDS    

Income Statement  MTD    2019 YTD   

Revenues, Investment Activity & Other Sources   $              12,799    $               72,729  

Expenditures   $                6,688    $               38,702  

Net Operating   $                6,111    $               34,027  

    

Summary of Assets & Liabilities    

Cash & Cash Equivalents  $            172,515    

Due from General Fund for Mortgage Fund  $            110,983    

Total Mortgage Fund Assets  $            283,498    

    

Future Maintenance Account Cash Assets  $              28,180    

    

Mortgage Loan Payable  $          2,028,303    

Monthly Mortgage Payment  $              13,238    

    

SPECIAL DESIGNATED FUNDS    

Restricted Accounts (Social Concerns, WELCA, Memorials, GracePlace 
Bookstore, HUB Coffee Shop, Prairie Mindset Scholarship)  $              71,405    

Endowment Fund  $            509,699    

Attention Thrivent Members 
 

Each year eligible Thrivent members are able to apply for a maximum of two $250 project grants to help fund special 
projects within our church and/or community.  We are here to assist you with your application for these special fund 
applications.  If you wish to learn more, please contact: office@bethlehemaberdeen.org.  Thank you for considering this 
opportunity to spread generosity throughout our church and community! 

mailto:office@bethlehemaberdeen.org


12 

We are a family of God 
journeying together in 
faith, touching lives by 

Welcoming, Worshiping, 
Teaching and Serving. 

US Postage  
PAID 

Permit #18 
Non-Profit Organization 

Aberdeen, SD 57401 

 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
1620 Milwaukee Ave NE 
Aberdeen, SD 57401 
(605) 225-9740 
www.bethlehemaberdeen.org 
office@bethlehemaberdeen.org 
 

 
 

Address Service Requested 

You are invited to the  

20
th

 Anniversary 

of the Organ Dedication 
Sunday, July 14 at 11:15 a.m. 

 

Following the 10:00 worship on Sunday, July 14 we will 

be having a program celebrating the 20th anniversary of 

the dedication of the Sanctuary organ. The program will 

include a litany and prayer written for this anniversary, 

anthems from our three organists, a brief history of the 

organ and a hymn-sing of classic favorites.  A noon 

luncheon will follow.   

You are invited to come relax and 
meet a few new people! Friends 

from all over will gather in the front 
driveway of Bethlehem to enjoy hot 
dogs, ice cream and games for kids 

young and old. Nothing to bring 
other than a friend! 


