
	 Date	 Title	 Text

The Spirit and Power

May 31 A Crucial Question Acts 19:1-7

May 3 The Spirit Descends Luke 3:15-22

May 10 Pray for the Spirit Luke 11:1-13

May 17 You Shall Receive 
Power Acts 1:1-11

May 24 The Samaritan 
Pentecost Acts 8:14-25



	 Date	 Title	 Text

June 7 Called to Come  
and See John 1:29-39

June 14 Remaining at  
Jesus’ Side John 13:18-30

June 21 A New Family John 19:25b-30

June 28
The Beloved 

Disciple’s 
Testimony

John 21:20-25

The Beloved Disciple



	 Date	 Title	 Text

The Book of Hosea

August 2 Israel’s Restoration Hosea 14

July 5 Hosea’s Marriage Hosea 1

July 12 Israel’s Redemption Hosea 2:14, 16–3:5

July 19 God’s Indictment Hosea 4:1-11

July 26 God’s Tender 
Compassion Hosea 11



	 Date	 Title	 Text

August 9 A Cheerful Heart Proverbs 15:13-15; 
16:23-24; 17:22

August 16 Laughter and 
Sorrow Ecclesiastes 7:1-6

August 23 Mourning into Joy Psalms 30; 126

August 30 God Has Brought 
Me Laughter

Genesis 17:15-17; 
18:9-15; 21:1-8

Humor in the Bible



Unit 1 Session 1 • May 3, 2020

EVIDENCE OF THE SPIRIT
How can we know that the Holy Spirit is present and working in our lives? 

Prayer (Luke 3:21)
The Spirit came as Jesus was praying. What is the role of prayer in experiencing the 
Spirit?

Manifestations (Luke 3:22)
The Spirit descended “in bodily form like a dove.” Is a physical manifestation required 
for the Spirit to work? When have you seen the Spirit work in a clear, tangible way?

Affirmation (Luke 3:22)
Jesus heard his Father’s voice saying, “I am well pleased.” How has the Spirit affirmed 
you in God’s love?

Leading (Luke 4:1)
The Spirit led Jesus into the wilderness. When has the Spirit led you, perhaps into a 
challenging situation that you needed to confront?

Empowering (Luke 4:14)
Jesus was “filled with the power of the Spirit.” What has the Spirit given you the power 
to do for God’s glory?

Calling (Luke 4:18-19)
Jesus described his calling by saying, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me.” How has the 
Spirit revealed or confirmed to you a calling from God for your life?



Unit 1 Session 3 • May 17, 2020

INTERVIEWS

Narrator (Luke): In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did 
and taught from the beginning until the day when he was taken up to heaven, 
after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he  
had chosen. After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many 
convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about 
the kingdom of God. While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave 
Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. 

Jesus: This is what you have heard from me; for John baptized with water, but 
you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.

Narrator: So when they had come together, they asked him, 

Apostles: Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?

Narrator: He replied,

Jesus: It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by 
his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the ends of the earth.

Narrator: When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a 
cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going and they were gazing up 
toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said, 

Two Men: Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This 
Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way 
as you saw him go into heaven.
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MY EXPECTATIONS

What I expected when I first came to Christ

What I expected as I grew in my faith 

What I expect now in my Christian life

Unit 1 Session 4 • May 24, 2020



A SPIRITUAL INVENTORY

Think about how the Holy Spirit has been evident in your life. Rate each sign 
of the Holy Spirit’s presence below on a 1–5 scale as it relates to your personal 
experience (1 means barely noticeable; 5 means clearly and consistently visible).

Unit 1 Session 5 • May 31, 2020

 Divine guidance

 Faithful witness

 Spiritual gifts

 Assurance

 Comfort

 Wisdom

 Clarity

 Love

 Joy

 Peace

 Patience

 Kindness

 Generosity

 Faithfulness

 Gentleness

 Self-control



A LITANY OF LISTENING
Leader: God our Creator, we yearn to draw near to you. Give us the wisdom to see you in the 
eyes of our neighbor. Help us to hear your voice in the holy Scriptures. Help us to see you 
around us in your beautiful creation—in the skies, in the trees, in the water and air, and in all 
creatures around us. 

(Silence)

Leader: Speak, Lord—

All: And we will listen. 

Leader: Jesus, our Friend and our Teacher, we long to recline next to you. We want to learn 
everything you would teach us. We seek the bravery and the trust to ask difficult questions of 
you, even when there is no easy answer. We want to be with you in each moment of each day, 
ever mindful of your presence and your guidance. 

(Silence)

Leader: Speak, Lord—

All: And we will listen. 

Leader: Holy Spirit, our comforter and inter-
preter of our deepest unspoken longings, we 
want to be surrounded by you with every step 
we take. Help us to feel you with us; deliver 
the quiet yearnings of our heart to the ear of 
God. Empower us to share your love and  
presence with our neighbors. 

(Silence)

Leader: Speak, Lord—

All: And we will listen. 

(Silence)

Leader: Amen. Go in peace to love and serve 
the Lord. 

Unit 2 Session 2 • June 14, 2020

John the Apostle resting on the bosom of Christ  
(Credit: AndreasPraefcke / Wikimedia Commons, PD-US)



FAMILY TREE

Unit 2 Session 3 • June 21, 2020



WHAT I’VE SEEN AND HEARD

Think about a time when you experienced God in a meaningful way. 

What did you see?

What did you hear? 

How did this experience make you feel? 

Unit 2 Session 4 • June 28, 2020
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DISCIPLINE

From unit writer Wayne Ballard:

I have fond memories of life as a small child in a small town in northern Ohio. 
It was a time of cold winter snowfalls, Amish families driving buggies past our 
front door in the winter, and the daily delivery of milk on the front porch. It 
truly is a by-gone era. 

My parents were members of a Baptist church that thought of itself as existing 
on a “mission field,” a region where few other Baptists could be found. Our  
pastors usually came from somewhere in the Deep South. 

As an ornery youngster, I often felt the tool of discipline—also known as my 
father’s leather belt. My behavior was frequently modified by this tool of  
correction. 

My father would frequently claim, “Wayne, this is 
going to hurt me a lot more than it will hurt you.” 
I still wonder if that is true. At any rate, my dad 
would often follow such acts of discipline with a 
trip around the block to our local ice cream store. 

I went back to that small town just a few years 
ago and drove by our former home. My wife and 
I shared a moment at that old ice cream store, 
which is still in operation. 

Unit 3 Session 1 • July 5, 2020



ONE STORY OR TWO?

Read Hosea 1 and 3. Search for similarities and differences between these two 
accounts, both in terms of content and literary style. Four points to consider 
have been suggested. What else do you find?

• 1st person (“I”)
or 3rd person (“he”)?

• Woman’s name? 

• Children?

• Message for Israel?

• _____________________

• _____________________

Hosea 1:1-11 Hosea 3:1-5

Unit 3 Session 2 • July 12, 2020



COURTROOM DRAMA

Your assignment is to role-play Hosea 4:1-11 as a courtroom drama.

The prosecuting attorney will argue that Israel had turned away from their one 
true God (see v. 2).

The attorney for the defense will advocate for the people and offer a defense 
based on ignorance of the law: if the people have sinned, it’s because the priests 
and prophets have led them astray (see vv. 4-9).

After each side makes its case, the other side is allowed a rebuttal. 

Unit 3 Session 3 • July 19, 2020



Unit 3 Session 4 • July 26, 2020

IMAGES OF GOD

Psalm 23:1

Psalm 44:4

Psalm 74:12

Psalm 76:7-9

Psalm 139:13-16

Psalm 144:1-2



Unit 3 Session 5 • August 2, 2020

SERVICE OF CONFESSION  
AND PARDON

Leader: Remember that our Lord Jesus can sympathize with us in our weaknesses,
since in every respect he was tempted as we are, 
yet without sin.
Let us then with boldness approach the throne of grace,
that we may receive mercy
and find grace to help in time of need.

Let us confess our sins
against God and our neighbor.

People: Merciful God,
you pardon all who truly repent and turn to you.
We humbly confess our sins and ask your mercy.
We have not loved you with a pure heart,
nor have we loved our neighbor as ourselves.
We have not done justice, loved kindness,
or walked humbly with you, our God.

Have mercy on us, O God, in your loving-kindness.
In your great compassion,
cleanse us from our sin.
Create in us a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within us.
Do not cast us from your presence,
or take your Holy Spirit from us.
Restore to us the joy of your salvation
and sustain us with your bountiful Spirit.

Leader: The mercy of the Lord
is from everlasting to everlasting.
I declare to you, in the name of Jesus Christ,
you are forgiven.

May the God of mercy,
who forgives you all your sins,
strengthen you in all goodness,
and by the power of the Holy Spirit
keep you in eternal life.

All: Amen.



Unit 4 Session 1 • August 9, 2020

AMERICAN FEARS

          Percent Afraid 
 Top Ten Fears of 2018     or Very Afraid

 1. Corrupt government officials     73.6

 2. Pollution of oceans, rivers, and lakes    61.6

 3. Pollution of drinking water     60.7

 4. Not having enough money for the future   57.0

 5. People I love becoming seriously ill    56.5

 6. People I love dying       56.4

 7. Air pollution        55.1

 8. Extinction of plant and animal species   54.1

 9. Global warming and climate change    53.2

 10. High medical bills       52.9

Source: “America’s Top Fears 2018,” Chapman University Study of American Fears, October 16, 2018, <https://blogs.chapman.
edu/wilkinson/2018/10/16/americas-top-fears-2018/>.
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A TIME TO LAUGH

Rank the following list from one to ten, with ten being the best time to use 
humor and one being the worst.

____ A funeral

____ The birth of a baby

____ The aftermath of a tragic accident

____ A party

____ A business lunch

____ A worship service

____ The middle of a battle

____ Visiting someone who is terminally ill

____ A heated argument

____ Giving someone bad news

Unit 4 Session 2 • August 16, 2020



A PSALM OF PRAISE

Using the prompts provided, compose a psalm that celebrates what God has done for you.

I will extol you, O Lord, for ____________________________.

O Lord my God, I cried to you for __________________________

And you ________________________________.

Lord, you _________________________________

and so I will __________________________________.

Sing praises to the Lord, you his faithful ones, and give thanks to his holy name.

For _________________________________________________________.

Lord, you have __________________________________________.

I cannot be silent because you have _________________________________.

O Lord my God, I will give thanks to you forever.

Unit 4 Session 3 • August 23, 2020



Unit 4 Session 4 • August 30, 2020

IMPOSSIBLE PAPER


